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3. As regards prescribed premises in unprescribed areas, complete relaxation 

may similarly be applied, with effect from the same date in Regions other than 
Nos. 4, 5 and 12.

4. The prescribed areas in which full fire guard protection will be retained at 
night will be all those in Regions Nos. 4, Eastern ; 5, London ; and 12, South 
Eastern.

5. Fire Brigade and Civil Defence Duties.—Regarding duties under Article 29 
of the Fire Guard (Business and Government Premises) Order, 1943, promulgated 
in A.F.O. 5173/43, in the areas specified in paragraphs 2 (6) and 3 above, liability 
for fire brigade duties both during and outside working hours will continue until 
1200 hours on Sunday, 1st October, 1944. Liability for Civil Defence duties during 
working hours will continue until 1200 hours on- Sunday 1st October, 1944, but 
liability for duties outside working hours will cease at 1200 hours on Tuesday, 
12th September, 1944.

6. In Regions 4, 5 and 12 and the exceptions enumerated in paragraph 2 (b) of 
this Order, Fire Brigade and Civil Defence duties will continue during night-time 
until further notice.

7. The Ministry of Home Security have prepared a model form of instrument 
for use in amending arrangements for the purpose of relieving fire guards, in relaxed 
areas, from routine attendance to perform duties under arj-angements in force, 
A  copy of this instrument (Model B) is reproduced as Appendix A  to this Order 
for the assistance of those concerned with the making and approval of arrangements 
under A.F.O. 5173/43.

8. A model form of instrument (Model D) has also been prepared for use in the 
unlikely event of cancellation of relaxation. A copy of this -is reproduced as 
Appendix B to this Order.

9. The general policy is to reduce obligations under the Fire Guard Orders to 
the minimum compatible with the present risk of enemy attack, whilst ensuring 
that in all important premises and areas the Fire Guard and Civil Defence 
Organizations could be quickly restored to full working strength if changed 
conditions should require it. Fire Guard Orders are accordingly being relaxed : 
they have not been revoked.

10. In order to implement this policy, fire-fighting, first-aid and other equipment 
should be maintained in a serviceable condition.

11. The relaxation of fire guard and other duties should result in a reduction 
of work required to be performed by Passive Defence controlling and organizing 
staff. Arrangements may be made to allocate the spare capacity of such staff tô 
other work appropriate to their grading, but no member of the controlling or 
organizing staff should be transferred to a post from which it would not be possible 
to withdraw him at short notice without Admiralty approval.

12. I f  it is considered to be expedient, and practicable, at any establishment to 
maintain for the present nucleus Civil Defence services on a voluntary and part-time 
basis, it may be done and the fact should be reported to the Admiralty 
(C.E. Branch I).

13. Joint arrangements.—In those areas where full relaxation of fire guard 
duties is allowed, joint arrangements for the protection of Admiralty premises will 
be regarded as having lapsed from 1200 hours on Tuesday, 12th September, 1944, 
and all expenses connected therewith will cease to be payable from that date. 
Where, however, expenses include Admiralty contributions to the wages of whole- 
time paid fire watchers, such contributions may be paid to a date necessary to the 
termination of their services having regard to the usual notice of termination of 
services having to be given.

14. Whole-time paid fire watchers in Admiralty Establishments.—Similarly, in 
areas where complete relaxation is permitted, full-time paid fire watchers (or “ night 
watchers ” ) should be given immediate notice of discharge—where this has not so 
far been done—unless there are any outstanding labour vacancies, already notified 
to the Ministry of Labour and National Service, for which such men are suitable 
and in which they are willing to be employed.
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A p p e n d ix  A  

MODEL “ B ”
(for putting the fire guards on call)

FIRE GUARD (BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT PREMISES) ORDER, 1943 
NOTICE OF AMENDMENT OF ARRANGEMENTS

1. Pursuant to paragraph (1) of Article 4 of the Fire Guard (Business and 
Government Premises) Order, 1943, the Admiralty, being the appropriate 
department under the said Order for the premises mentioned in the Schedule 
hereto, hereby makes the following amendments of the arrangements respectively 
in force under the said Order for the said premises

Any provision in any of the said arrangements which requires a specified 
number of persons to be available at any of the said premises shall, having 
regard to the present stage of hostilities, have effect as if it required that 
number of persons to be liable to be called to those premises if and when 
required by the said appropriate department for the purpose of performing 
duties under the Said arrangements.

2. These amendments shall in relation to members of a fire brigade 
maintained for any of the said premises take effect from noon on the 1st day of 
October, 1944, and in relation to all other persons take effect from noon on the 
12th day of September, 1944.

SCHEDULE
Dated this day of September,1944.

for and on behalf of the Admiralty

(Address)

A p p e n d ix  B 
MODEL “ D ”

(For restoring the arrangements)
FIRE GUARD (BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT PREMISES) ORDER, 1943 

NOTICE OF AMENDMENT OF ARRANGEMENTS
1. Pursuant to paragraph (1) of Article 4 of the Fire Guard (Business and 

Government Premises) Order, 1943, the Admiralty, being the appropriate 
department for the premises mentioned in the Schedule hereto, hereby makes the 
following amendments of the arrangements in force under the said Order for the 
said premises

The said arrangements shall have effect as if the amendments thereof 
dated the.............day of September, 1944, had not been made.

2. These amendments shall take effect as from noon on the................day of
.......................... 194 .

SCHEDULE
Dated this.......... ............... day of................................. 194

for and on behalf of fix'» Admiralty

(Address) (Admiralty Message 111210 B September) 

(A.F.O. 5173/43.)
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