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Editorial 

TWENTY SEVEN YEARS AGO, the already crowded Naval Train

ing Establishment of Flinders Naval Depot viewed, with no small 

apprehension, the arrival in its midst of a group of rather dispirited 

Royal Australian Naval College Staff and Cadet Midshipmen. 

The story of the proverbial "poor relation" was too close to the 

truth to be really funny. 

But the "poor relation" had to be fittEd in somehow and ruefully, 

the Depot, with seams well nigh bursting) achieved the impossible. 

The problem of finding space fOl' us, was however, merely the first 

of a long list of problems. Additional strain was thrown upon every branch 

of the service here in Flinders Naval Depot. We had to be cared for in 

so many ways - medical and dental facilities had to be afforded us; 

stores and equipment of all kinds had to be incessantly provided for us; 

grounds, gardens and playing fields had to be fashioned for us; amenities 

had to be shared with us; and 111any inconveniences had to be endured 

because of us. 

Such was the pattern of those early days ) and it has remained much 

the same throughout the course of the twenty seven years. Our debt :is 

large indeed! 

Now, on the eve of our departure for Jervis Bay, it is fitting that 

we should look back with gratitude on the many kind and good friends, 

who, down the years) in and out of the Depot, have assisted us in so 

many ways. 

It would be little short of impossible to list those friends of a 

quarter of a century or to assess the help they have given us. But here 

"behind the hedge" we have a real appreciation of it all and on behalf 

of those who have been a part of this College during the past twenty seven 

years we express our earnest and sincere thanks. 



PHASE 1 THE YEAR Arr R.A.N.e . 

Staff Notes 

R .A .N . COLLEGE STAFF - A PR I L , 1957 

Back R ow : M . L. Brooks, Esq., Surg. Lt . P. ]. H . H erbert , A. H . Tr ewin, Esq., Lt . P. G. N . K ennedy, D . G. 
Thompson, Esq., I nst . Lt. ]. M . . M eek , K. H . Fargher, Esq. M iddle R ow: ]. M . Davis, Esq., Lt . C. H . C. 
S purgeon, W . C. R ichards, Esq., R . R . Clark, E sq., L t. Cdr . ]. M . Nicho las, Chaplain C. S. S wain , K. E . 
Armstrong, Esq., Lt. I . M cL. Craw ford , W. H . Wilde. Esq., L t . W . H . M oney. Front R ow: Sister M . A . Jones .. 
Lt . Cdr. ]. L ancaster, G. F. A deney, Esq., Cdr. C. V . G'adstone, Commodore J. Plu nkett-Co le, Q . de Q . R obin , 

Esq. , L t. Cdr . A. A . Willis, R .. F. Berry, Esq., Ch 1plain ]. O. Were . A bsent : Chaplain K . P. Ellis. 

STAFF CHANGES: 

S INCE t he last numb·er of the College 
lViagazine, in December, 1956, there 

have been numerous changes on th·:: College 
Staff. 

Fore:ncst am ong the3e w a :- the depar t ure 
in December 1956, of the Captain of th~ 
College, Commodor,e. N. A. Mackin1non, 
R,A.N. After almost two y ears as Captain 
d the College, h e left to take up an ap-
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pointment as R. A .N. Liaison Officer, Lon
don. We extend our warm thanks to Com
modore and Mrs Mackinnon for their con
stant inter·:: st in the College and its 
activities. We trust that they will visit us 
again when they return from England . 

Commodore J. PlunkeU -Co~e, R.A.N. , 
became Captain of the College, in Decem-· 
be r, 1956. Com:nodor:: Plunkett-Cole entered 



Commodore]' Plunkett-Cole, R.A .N. 

the College as a Cadet in 1920 and was 
awarded "maximum time" and prizes in 
French and English on Passing Out. While 
doing his Sub-Lieutenant's courses he was 
awarded colours for representing th·e Royal 
Navy in the Inter-Service Athletic Tourna
ment in 1927 and was "capped" for the 
United Services (Portsmouth) Rugby Foot
ball Club in the 1927-28 season and again 
for the Royal Navy in th·e Inter Service 
Rugby Championship at Twickenham, in 
1928. 

Re was a Year Officer at the College in 
1932-33 and at that time captained the 
F .N .D. Rugb y XV which won the premier
ship of Vict orian Rugb y Union. 

Dur ing the war he served in th·2 Mediter 
r anean, took part in the chase of the 
GRAF SPEE in the South Atlantic, was 
present at the N orway evacuation , the 
battle of Crete, the r '2inforcement of 
Cyprus and participated in the Tobru k 
"ferry run". 

When Japan entered the war he and his 
ship R.M.A.S. NAPIER joined the East 
Indies' Fle ·~ t. Re joined R.M.A.S . CAN
BERRA, in May 1942, and w.as slightly 
w ounded in the Savo Island battle. Later 
he started the Fairmile School at R.M.A.S. 
RUSHCUTTER and subsequently com
m and e d R .M .A.S. V END E T T A and 
R.M.A.S. NEPAL, taking part in strikes on 
Sab3.ng and Sourabaya. He was promoted to' 
Co :-nmander in D-ecember 1944, while '- in 
ccmmand of R .M .A .S . N ORMAN. 

In 1946-47 he renewed his connection 
with the College as Commander. His later 
appointments included the command of 

R.M.A.S. CULGOA in 1948-49; the commis
sioning of H.M.A.S. ANZAC in command ; 
Director of Naval Intelligenc·e from 1952-54 
and an appointment to the Operations 
Division at the Admiralty in 1955-56. 

Although he has now been with u s 
almost a year, this has been our first op 
portunity (in print) to welcome him . 
Strangely enough it is also our farew2ll for 
we part company again when the Colleg2 
moves to Jervis Bay early in 1958. 

We would like to express t c Com:llodore 
and to Mrs. Plunkett-Cole our sincere ap
preciation of the keen interest they have 
shown in 'every asp·ect of College life. 

-f:f * * Another major change occurred in July 
of this year wh·en Commander G. V. Glad 
st one, D.S.C. *, R.A.N ., was appointed as 
the Naval Representative t o the S .E.A.T.O . 
Planning Staff, at Bangkok, Thailand. Com
mander Gladstone had been Commander of 
the College since October 1955 and in that 
time had devoted himself completely t o 
the welfare of the College. 

During his period as Commander of th·= 
College many complexities arose ' a s the 
result of changing the types of entry to the 
College and the fact that the new -entries 
have been a ssimilated smoothly into College 

, life can be largely credited to his un tiring 
efforts. W·e· would lik'e to' say "Thank you" 
to both Commander and Mrs. G lads tone and 
wish them well in the "exotic Orient" . 
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* * * In command of the College, replacing 
Commander G ladstone, in July, came Com
_" .,nuer .t. 11:.-8. Car twrighi. R.A.N. Com-

Commander q: V . Gladstone, D .S .C ., * R .A .N. 



Commander I . H . Cartw right, R.A.N. 

mander Cartwright has seen much of Col
lege life, as Cadet, Year Officer, First 
Lieutenant and now Commander . Re 
entered the College in 1934, passing out 
with Colours in Cricket and Athletics. 

Between 1938 and the outbreak of war 
he served in R.M.S. ROOD, RAMILLIES and 
MALAYA. After war broke out he served 
in R.M.S. GRAFTON in the Mediterranean, 
Western Approaches and North Sea. Re 
later serv2d for two years in R.M.A.S. 
VAMPIRE in the Mediterranean, M.alaya, 
Java and the Bay of Bengal. In June, 1942, 
he rec2ived a Mention in Despatches, a 
second award being announced in June 
1946. 

Later in the war he was appointed to 
R .M.A.S. ARUNTA and R.M .A.S . NEPAL, 
s- . ving in the East Indie s , Burma, the 
Pacific and Japan. In 1946 he became a. 
Year Officer at the College and in 1952, h e 
was appointed as First Lieutenant. In 1953-
55 he was appointed to Flinders Naval 
Depot and s·e rved as Commander of the 
Depot in 1955. In 1956 he was in command 
of R.M.A.S. QUADRANT . 

We welcome Commander and Mrs Cart
wright back to the College. Ris is a most 
r·2sponsible task-that of returning the Col
lege to Jervis Bay. W e think it is in very 
capable hands. 

* * * Other Naval Staff changes have occurred 
during the year. 

The College First Lieutenant, Lieutenant 
Commander D. L. H. Dyke, R.A~N., lat-e' in 
1956 was appointed to Flinders Naval Depot 
thus l·eaving the College. Lt. Cdr. Dyke 
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p ossessed the very rare human quality of 
being willing to help everybody and the 
almost impossible ability of somehow find
ing the time to do just that. 

Lieutenant Commander Lancaster r '2-
placed him as First Lieutenant. 

* * * Instructor Lieutenant CommancL;r A. D. 
Brisltow, B.Sc., R.A.N., left the College at 
the end of 1956, to take up an appointment 
at R .M.A.S. WATSON . Lt. Cdr. Bristow 
was most popular with Staff and Cad·ets 
alike and was responsible for organizing 
the Radio Club. 

Re was relieved by Instructor Lieut.~nani 
J. M. Meek, B.Sc., R.A.N., to whom we ex
tend a belated but hearty welcome. 

* * * Lieutenant Commander (E.) W. H. Money, 
R.A.N., left College in August, 1957, having 
completed more than two years as Year 
Officer. Lt. Cdr. Money's influence was 
particularly felt in the sporting life of the 
College in which he participated fully. Re 
coached the First XV and his efforts wer·2 
much appreciated by those who watched 
the fine matches played by his t eams. Rc 
was always to be found participating 
energetically in every phase of' College 
sport where he will indeed be missed. Re 
has h2en appointed as Engineer Officer of 
R.M.A.S. SWAN. 

* * LieutE,nant Commander J. Lancaster, 
R.A.N., joined the College in 1956 and on 
the departure of Lt. Cdr. Dyke h e took 
over the difficult task of College First 
Lieutenant, adopting as his war cry "Row 
many teas?" - catering for visiting teams 
being a constant worry. 

Re has had much to d : with the plan
ning of the transfer to J ervis Bay but has 
managed always to assist in dev'2 loping the 
Cadets' sailing skill and hockey ability. 

In these and in other aspects of College 
life he will undoubtedly b e much missed. 

* * * Lieute:nant Commander A. A . Willis . 
R.A..N., compl'2ted his period of two years 
at t he College and left u s in December to 
join R.M.A.S. QUEENBOROUGR. 

During his time he re Lt. Cdr. Willis 
a cted a :; Year Officer to the Flinders Year-
1954 Entry, Phillip Year-1953 Entry, the 
G '2tting and Burnett Matriculation Years 
and during the last few l·-.:-.cnths the Cook 
Y e Jr-1954 Entry . 

Ris full and able participation in all 
College affairs was of great benefit to the 
Cadets and Ship' s: Company and we wish 
him well in his future venture :> . 



Lieutenant (5.) I. McL. Crawford, B.A.N., 

joined the College as Year Officer in 195'6 

and after the departure of Lieutenant K. 

M. Barnett, RA.N., he became Sports 

Officer. In this arduous and often thank

less task he has materially assisted the 

progress of College Sport and we would 

like to thank him and wish him well as he 

departs to take up his new appointment 

with the Surv·eying Service in H.M.A.S. 
WARREGO. 

Lieutenant P. G. N. Kennedy, R.A.N., 

was appointed t ~ the College in 1956 and 

during his time here he has acted as Year 

Officer and Commander's Secr·etary. He has 

played an active role in College Sport, 

p.articularly in Hockey, where he coached 

the College 1st XI this year. 

We wish him w ell in his appointment to 

the United Kingdom for a long T.A.S. 

Course and exchange duties. 

It is our pl-e'asure to welcome Lieutenant 

(P.) C. H. C. Spurgeon, R.A.N. 

Lieutenant Spurgeon graduated from th·e 

College in 1947 and was among the first 

Australian Cadets to serve in H.M.S. 

DEVONSHIRE, the RN. Cadet training 

cruiser. F or fifteen months from October, 

1948, Midshipman Spurgeon was in H .M.S. 

GLASGOW, the flagship of the America 

and West Indies Station and he then re

turned for Courses at Greenwich , Northern 

Ireland and Portsmouth. 

He returned to an appointment in 

H.M.A.S. SHOALHAVEN in 1951 and was 

fortunate t ::l be pr·esent at Operation 

HURRICANE, Monte BelLo 1952. 

By now the whim to fly had become an 

obsession and in March 1953, Lieutenant 

Spurgeon commenced flying training at 

Archerfield. He returned to England in 

1954 br th·e Anti-Submarine Course at the 

Royal Naval Air Station at Eglinton, 

Northern Ireland, and here he was awarded 

the Herbert Lott Trophy as the best all

round pilot. 

In August 1955 he joined the newly 

formed 816 Squadron where he flew Gan

nets. Finally the Squadron joined H M.A.S . 

MELBOURNE in 1956. After a Northern 

Cruise in H.M.A.S. MELBOURNE he joined 

R.A.N .C. in time to take part in last year's 

Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race. 

He has replac·ed Lieutenant (P.) K. M. 

Barnett and we wish him well during his 

stay at the College. 
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Lieut. D. J. Dalton. R.A.N., joined the 

College in August 1957. Lieut. Dalton pass

ed out of the College in 1949. He spent 

much of 1950 in the Cadet Training Cruiser, 

H.M.S. DEVONSHIRE. He then joined 

H.M.S. VENGEANCE for additional train

ing. Part of his sea time as a Midshipman 

was spent on the Radar training ship of the 

Royal Navy, H.M.S. BOXER 

May 1952 saw him at the Royal Naval 

Engineering College comm·encing the Basic 

Engineering Course and he was back in 

Australia early in 1954, serving in 

H.M.A.S. VENGEANCE as a Sub

Lieutenant, gaining his Engineroom Watch

keeping Certificate. 

In 1955 he was back in England for the 

M./E. Specialization Course. Since July 1956 

he has served in H.M.A.S. SYDNEY at

tached to the Training Division. 

On the Professorial Staff th·ere have 

been two changes . 

Mr. M. M. Purser, B.A., resigned at the 

end of 1956 to take a position in Adult 

Education work in Tasmania. He joined 

the College Staff in 1953 and during his 

stay at the College was responsible for the 

introduction of the Gunroom Gazette. 

He was a most tal2nted French Maste i.' 

and he gave a large measure of time and 

devotion to the welfare of the Cadets, 

whosle interests W2re always paramount with 

him. We wish him and his family ·2ve ry 

success . 

Mr. M. L. Brookes, B.Sc., who j~ined 

the College in 1954, resigned in August, 

1957, to return to the South Australian 

Education Department. 

Mr. Brooks was a Mathematics Master 

and in this position his conscientious ap

proach to his task and his teaching skill 

were of great assistance to the Cadets he 

taught. 

His particular interest in College Sport 

(and his interests here embraced all sports) 

was in the C.adets' Athletics. He and Mr. 

Thompson trained the Colleg ~ Athletic 

teams and during the past few ye.ars the 

outstanding successes the Athletic teams 

have had bear witness to his skill in this 

direction. With him go our best wish·es for 

the future. 

To both Mr. Purser and Mr Brooks we 

extend also our thanks for the services 

they gave to the College. 



P'HILLIP ' AN'D WALLER YEARS' 

PASSING OUT 

W EDNESDA Y, 12th December, 1956, wit

nessed the succes~,ful passing out from 

the College of the Phillip Year, the 13 

year-old entry of 1953 and of Waller Year 

the Intermediate Entry of 1955. The WaIler 

Year was the last of the Intermediate En

tries which began in 1951. 

The Phillip Year had undergone four 

years of training at the RA.N.C. and the 

Wal1er Year, two years. Raving succ·essfully 

completed Phase I of their training at the 

College, the Cadet Midshipmen of these 

y·ears were to undergo some months of sea 

training in R.M.A.S. SWAN and then con

tinue their academic and professional 

courses at Britannia Royal Naval College, 

Dartmouth. 
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The Passing Out Parade was colourful 

and impressive. Glorious summer weather, 

blue skies and bright sunshine, provided a 

perfect background for a delightful cere

mony which included an inspection of the 

assembled Cadetsl and a March Past with 

the Salute taken by the First Naval Mem

ber, and Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral 

Sir R R Dowling, K.B .E ., C.B ., D.S.O . 

The whole College then advanced in Re

view Order at the stately Slow March and 

th·e Parade eoncluded when first the White 

Ensign and finally the Cadets were marched 

off. 

The second stage of the ceremony-the 
presentation of prizes and trophies - fol
lowed. 



A large group of par'2nts, friends and 

guests assembled in the Depat D rill Hall 

to listen to the addresses given by the 

Captain of the College, Commodore N . A. 

Mackinnon, and the Chief of th'2 Naval 

Staff, Vice Admiral Sir Roy Dowling. 

In his outline of the year's activities 

Commodore Mackinnon spoke with satis

faction cf the achievements of the Cadets, 

in both the academic and sporting spher·2s 

and paid tribute ta the loyal co-operation 

of all members of the College Staff. 

In hi~ address Vice Admiral Sir Roy 

Dowling firstly emphasised how important 

it was fllr the future of the Coll'2ge for it 

to return to Jervis Bay and added that it 

was easy to visualise the College growing, 

in the years to come, into the Naval 

Academy of the Pacific. He pr'2sented to 

the CollE'ge on loan a fine framed photo

graph of the V.S. Naval Academy, and this 

now hangs in a place of honour in the 

College. The photograph had been pre

sented to him on his recent visit to Anna

polis. 

In congratulating the Phillip and WaIler 

Years on their successful graduation he 

spoke on the subject of he future of the 

N3.vy. He stressed the fact that its future 

V ice Admiral Sir Ray Dawling inspects Phillip and VI aller Years Guard 



QueenJs Medalist Chief Cadet Capta in f. Selb y 

was assured, that in entering the Navy a 
boy could look forward to security and 
pro:notion , that the Navy had a vital role 
to play in peace as well as In war. Those 
cadets who had made the Navy their chosen 
career should become well aware of the 
fact that it was not simply a job they hac;' 
entered but a way of life with centuries of 
tradition behind it. It was their duty as 
well as their right to become part of this 
tradition, hence they must develop those 
qualities so essential to the Navy's way of 
life. 

Ci1i·:: f a :nong these qualitie~ were leader
s!lip, gentlemanly behaviour and loyalty. 

LE:3der ship could not be taught to them 
but they could by hard work and honest 
endeavour and above all by personal sacri
fic e come to influence the people about 
them. Leadership, he warned, was not mere 
"heroics" . 

Loyalty sl10uld extend both up and 
d own, loyalty to those who were in author
ity over them and to those ever whom they 
possessed authority. There should also be 
loyalty to our Christian ideals and way of 

life, which are in constant danger in the 
vl orld today. 

He a ssured the Phillip and WaIler Ye,ars 
that the badge of "gentleman" did not 
come from a postal address, a title, or a 
sum of money-a true gentleman was one 
who was courteous, considerate and fair 
to all. 

In concluding he urged them to keep in 
m ind the words of the Midshipman's 
Prayer, particularly those which say "Give 
me the will to do the work of a man and to 
accept my share of responsibilities with a 
strong heart and a cheerful mind . Make me 
considerate of thos·e entrusted to my l.eader
ship and faithful to the duties my country 
has entrusted in me. 

Let my uniform re.:nind me daily of the 
Service of which I am a part. If I am in
clined to doubt, steady my faith; if I am 
tempted, make me strong to resist ; if I 
should miss the mark, give me courage to 
try again." 

The chief of the Naval Staff then pre
sented the following prizes and trophies. 

Th e Ot to Albert S eam anship Prize W inner 
Sen ior C adet Capta in B . S . W ilson 



GRAND AGGREGATE: 
R J . Varley. 

SUBJECT PRIZES: 
Mathematics: 

E. S. Benham and P. J . 
Thomson (Equal). 

Physics: 
1. A. R. Mitchell, 

RN.Z.N. 
2. R J . Varley. 

English: 
L B. Wilson. 
2. A. D. West. 

S.;amanship: 
1. B. Wilson (Gtto Al

bert Prize) . 
2. R J. Varley. 

Navigation: (R.N.Z.N. N.B. , 
prizes) : 

1. R J. Varley. 
2. C. J . Golding. 

Engineering: 
1. C . J. Nisbet. 
2. J. J. Doyle and A . R 
Mitchell, RN.Z.N. 
(Equal) 

Curr.~nt Affairs: 
1. B. Wilson. 

Chemistry: 
1. E. S. · Benham 

Drawing: 
1. K. H . MacGowan. 

Typing: 
1. K. A . D: olan. 

Statistics: 
1. A. J . Campe. 

Electronics: 
1. A. R Mitchell, 

RN.Z.N. 
Biology: 

1. P. A. Knife . 
Service Chemistry: 

1. P. D echaineux. 
Fre,nch: 

1. L. W. Renfrey. 
History: 

1. B. Wilson. 
Economic: 

1. F. D. Foster. 

DUX PRIZES: 
Cook Year: 

D. G . Walkington. 
Jervis Year: 

J. A. Crawford. 
Flinders Year: 

S. I. Russell (E. E. 
M ayo Memorial Prize). 

LA UNCHED AT LAST! 

SPORTING AWARDS: 
The Governor G.ene·ral's 

Cup: 
K . H . MacGowan. 

Burneii Memorial Priz .. ~ 
(fo·r Rugby): 

R M. J essurun. 
Farncomb Cup (for 

Cricket): 
K. H. MacGowan. 

Sharp Cup (for Sailing): 
R N. Walker. 

QUEEN'S MEDAL: 
The Queen's Medal for 

1956 was awarded to Chief 
Cadet Captain J. S·elby. 

PROMOTIONS: 
The following· prom.otions 

were announced:-
To Chief Cadet Ccwtain: 

W . S. Lowe. -
To Senior Cadet Captain: 

R G . Taylor. 
P . A. J . Gilmour-Walsh 

To Cadet Captain: 
1. M. McIntyre. 
G . A. Simmons. 
J. A . Crawford. 
R H. Scott. 



Looking Back Over 

Twenty Seven Years 

Mr. G. F. Adeney, M.A:, Dip: Ed:, joined the Civil Profes
sorial Staff as a Master at Jervis Bay in 1928 and is now 
the Assistant Headmaster He will return to J ervis Bay with 
the College in January. Thus he will have been associated 
with the College during the most momentous years of its 
existence. Well-known to so many Cadets who have passed 
through R.A.N:C. Mr. Adeney himself has a pLace in the 
history of the College : His comments here, though restricted 

by the limited space available, are rich with interest. 

THE FUNERAL 

Jun e 24 : The last concert at JERVIS BA Y 

June 25: The «Funeral" 

Jun e 26: Farewell to JERVIS BAY 

August 11: College in full swing at F.N.D . 

Footnote to above:-The entry for June 
25 refersl to the sad occasion when Cadet 
Midshipmen "borrowed" a stretcher from 
the Hospital, and, clad in bed-sheets, bowler 
hats, masters' gowns, and other suitable 
funereal attire bore in procession, around 
the living quarters and the residences, the 
"ashes" of the dying College ; to the accom
paniment of muffled drums, ill-blown trum
pets, and other assorted noises of lamenta
tion. This was really the only funny thing 
about leaving Jervis Bay!. I wonder how 
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many of the "pall bearers" remEmber bat 
historic moment? 

FIRST DAYS AT F.N.D. 
The first full working day of the Col

lege at F.N.D. was Monday, 11th August, 
1930, Cadets having arrived towards the 
€ nd of the previous week. The 50 Cadet 
Midshipmen were accommodated in what 
had previously been the Warrant Officers' 
Mess, (later to be known as the M,ain Col
lege, when the war-time O.T.S. became the 
College Annexe) and, for studies, used the 
Education Block, (taken over from the 
New Entry School) adjacent to the Gym
nasium. There was no entry of C .M. to the 
College at the beginning of 1931; conse
quently there was no Passing-Out in 1934. 
A Fourth Year went to· sea at the end of 
1930, and again in 1931 , so that at the 



beginning of 1932 the College contained 
only the Phillip (1929 Entry) and Cook 
(1930 Entry) Years-24 C.M. in all. This 
was the smallest number of C.M. ever 
at the College, ·as the original entry in 
1913 comprised 28 C.M. 

During 1932 it was decided to resume 
tbe admission of Cadets, taking in one 
entry of slightly older boys in Seph:mber 
of that year (they beqame Second Year 
C.M. after only one term at the College) 
and the normal entry at the beginning of 
the following year. Not till the beginning of 
1935 did the College get back tOl its full 
complement of four "Years". When the 
College was moved from J.B. one pro
minent Sydney we'2kly paper commented: 
"The R.A.N.C. has been sent to F.N:D. to 
die quietly" Early in 1932 it leoked as if 
that might prove to be the truth. 

COLLEGE STAFF AT F.N.D. 
In 1930 the staff of the College consisted 

of Lieutenant Commander J. R. MILLER, 
who was in charge of the move from J ervis 
Bay, two Lieutenants, one Instructor-Com
mander and six Masters. The following 
year this was further reduced to two 
Lieutenant~, the Instructor-Commander, and 
four Masters, one of whom was Director of 

"A Well-kno wn Figure" 

12 

"A Wartim e Passing Out 1940 
- Before the Hedge Grew" 

Studies. In 1932 the senior officer was 
again a Lieutenant Commander, and in 
1933 the College once more became a 
Commander's responsibility, with the ap
pointment of Commander H. A. SHOWERS, 
the first graduate of thf' College to hold 
that position. 

Incidentally, it was on the 30th June, 
1932, that two of the original (1913) entry 
first reached the rank of Commander. 

Sport ·a! F.N.D. 
With regard to sport, the move to F.N.D. 

was felt severely at first. The annual 
matches against Duntroon in cricket and 
rugby were particularly missed. C.M. found 
on arrival only one, rather poor, tennis 
cou.r t , and no golf course to replace the 
li :nited but attractive small course to the 
making of which they had contributed so 
much happy effort at J .B. They did find , 
however, the only circular cinders track in 
Victoria- it had been 1.aid down in 1928-
and grounds which under the skilled and 
enthusiastic care of Mr. Frank Goodwin 
were to be continuously improved over the 
following years. There was no College gym
nasium - C.M. were forced to share the 
Depot gymnasium with the rest of F.N.D., 
and no indoor pool. But improvements came 
gradually. The Wardroo '~ Officers built tWJ 
squash courts-largely out of old submarine 
battery caS'2S - and C.M. were allowed to 
use them. In 1937-8 the r:::adets put a lot of 
effort into the construction of the miniature 
rifle range, also built largely of battery 
cases. One advantage F.N.D. has had is its 
comparative nearness to the State capital, 
making it possible to play matches away, 
and return to College the same day, or to 
get visiting teams down. 



The first visit of a team to Melbourne 
to.ok I?lace in September, 1930, when the 
VIctOrIan . Rugby Union invited the College 
to play m a curtain-raiE:ler to the inter
national match, Great Britain v Victoria. 
After this , with a little encouragement 
Melbourne Grammar, Scotch College, and 
Melbourne University were persuaded to 
take part in rugby matches against College 
teams. 

In its :li rs t season at F.N.D. the College 
took part in the Annual Interpart Cricket 
Competition and carried off the Brock Cup 
the winner's trophy. ' 

BUILDING EXTENSIONS. 
Those who know R.A.N.C. and F.N.D. to·

day may be surprised to learn that when 
we started in 1930 we had no (College) 
Study Block, Annexe, Gymnasium, Jervis 
Block, Parade Ground or Boat Shed and 
only one tennis court. There was no (Depot) 
Indoor Pool, Golf Course, Squash Court or 
Memorial Chapel. Also no pig farm. There 
w.as, however, a little water in Rann's 
Inlet, at high tide. 

With the return of the College to full 
strength in 1935, and with the larger entries 
taken in succeeding ye3.rs, attention had to 
be given to alteration and extension of 
College buildings. In 1936 additions were 
made to the Main College building, and in 
the early part of 1937 the J ervis Block 
origin.al1~ intended as a College hospital: 
though It never fulfilled that function be
coming instead the College administr~tive 
headquarters, was built. In the second 
term of the same year a start was made on 
the new Study Block into which Staff and 
C.M. moved thankfully after vacating the 
cramped and inconvenient quarters which 
had been used for Studies since August 
1930. ' 

THE WAR YEARS 
On the outbreak of war in September, 

1939, leave for the Fourth Year was im
mediately cancelled and they were sent 

«Th e ?lay's the Thing" - 1940 

Wartime Working (?) Party 

?ff at once to join the Squadron, thus miss
mg not only the Passing Out Ceremonv 
and the associated festivities but also thetr 
last term and final examinations. Three of 
that year were to be killed in action . 

During the w.ar years the College en 
deavoured to carry on its normal functions 
as well as circumstances permitted. For a 
while there was great talk of evacuation 
and of sending us off to temporary quarter~ 
in various parts of the State. Luckily these 
plans were never put int~ execution. Mean
while a strict black-out was imposed on 
the College, and the whole of F.N.D. This 
meant that all buildings had to be fitted 
with light-proof blinds on the windows 
and all doors, including those of the Stud~ 
Block, which was used at night for "prep", 
had to be shielded by special screens. Street 
lighting was replaced by a very few dim 
lights at wid·e,ly spaced intervals and all 
~ehicles were fitted with special l~w-power 
lIghts and screens. Slit trenches were dug 
at the rear of the College - many cadets 
made a first acqu~intance with pick and 
shovel work - and there were frequent 
(though fortunately only practice) air-raid 
warnings. Gas-masks were issued and had 
to be carried at certain times. Barbed 
wire in various places, anti-aircraft guns 
round odd corners, and sentries with loaded 
rifles, and instructions to use them, became 
fa:'niliar features of the establishment. 

T nrough it all every endeavour was made 
to give Cadets as thorough a preparation 
for their future car€lers a :J possible, and to 
enable them to participate in the usual 
games and recreations. Behind all th·~ cus
tomary activity of the College there was, 
however, a constant pre-occupation with 
the war news, and a feeling of tension, of 
purposefulness, and urgen('y in everything, 
for those in th e. College knew that before 
long they would be call·ed upon to fulfil 
the prime purpose for which every officer 
is recruited and trained: and take up their 
allotted duties in a fighting service in time 
of war. 



Four hundred and sixty-eight graduates 

of this College served with the fighting 

forces, and in addition th-ere were a num

ber, who had previously left the Service 

with the D.S. Small Ships; or in essentiai 

services from which enlistment was not 

permitted; and some about whom no in

formation was available since they had 
left the Navy. 

Of the total serving, forty-seven lostt 

their lives during the Second World War' 

(though the Coll-ege only opened in 1913 

two had been killed during the First World 

War); and one P.O.W. died after liberation. 

Graduates of the R.A.N.C. received over 

200 individual awards or decorations, in

cluding one George Cross, two C.B.'s; two 

C.B.E.'s, and two officers were awarded the 

D.S.O. and Bar. 

CHANGING ENTRIES 
The story of the various types of entry 

to R.A.N.C. since the early y-ears of the 

Second World War is a fairly complicated 

one. Without going into great detail it may 

be recalled that from 1940-1952 various 

groups of special, or Matriculation entry 

C.M., who did short courses of about six 

months, were taken, in addition to the 

normal entries. These groups were quite 

small, varying from twelve C.M. (X) and 

four for the (S) Branch taken in 1940, to 

just two C.M. (S) in 1945. None were -=n

tered in 1942. Then after a gap of four 

years during which no C.M. of this age 

group were taken, the "new" Matriculation 

Entry came into forc-e' last year. These 

C.M. only spent two terms at R.A.N.C . and 

Passed-out in August; but now the course 

has been extended to a full year. As far as 

is known at present this system of taking 

in a group of Matriculation Entry C.M., to 

do a one-year course at the College, will 

be maintained to supplement the new 

Normal Entry. 
The year 1951 saw the arrival of the first 

C .M. of the latter group. Now, in our last 

year at Flinders Naval Depot there are only 

two Years of the 13-year old entry C.M. 

still in the College : and one of th-em will 

pass ,out this year. So our first year after 

the return to Jervis Bay will see the final 

Passing Out for that type of entry. What

-ever the merits or de-merits of the original 

system of entry - and, as these will be 

argued in Gunrooms and Wardrooms for 

many a year it is not proposed to enter 

into any discussion h-ere-it is worth re · 

calling that every officer, trained in the 

R.A.N.C. bef.ore 1940, entered the College in 

the year in which he reached his fourteenth 

birthday. This system has thus supplied the 

R.A.N. with many of its most senior and 

most distinguished officers. 
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Before leaving this topic of entry to the 

College attention must be drawn to one 

ether and very happy aspect of recent 

years: and that concerns the entry of C.M. 
of the R.N.Z.N. 

The first New Zealand Cadets, three in 

number, joined with the first Intermediate 

entry in 1951, and since then we have en

joy-ed the contacts with a number of 

"Kiwis" in the College. The different view

point of these C.M. from the Dominion 

across the Tasman Sea is all to the good 

as far as our own C.M. are concerned. and 

we are glad to know that the entry from 

New Zealand will be continued at Jervis 
Bay. 

By 1950 the total number of C.M. in 

R.A.N.C. reached over 100: a contrast to the 

lean period in the middle of 1932 when 

there were only 24 C.M. But the increase 

in numbers continu-ed during the following 

years, till for a short time early in 1953 

there was a record number of over 200 

C.M. living and working in the College at 

the one time. Sinc-e then numbers have 

declined again and the intenti,on at present 

seems to bel to have a complement of -ap

proximat-ely 100 C.M. in the College. 

COLLEG'E LIFE IN RECENT YEARS 

Over the past few years a large number 

of changes has taken place in Colleg-= 

routine and life. Discipline remains of 

c.ourse the keynote but many of the old 

irksome and usele'ss restrictions have dis

appeared - cad-=ts mingle together with 

much greater freedom and a happy, cheer

ful working atmosphere is readily attained. 

"Prep" has become mor-e comfortable. AI" 

cadets work in their own cubicles at night 

with reading lamps and desks and a "quiet 

hour" is observed. each night so that the 

ever arduous studi-es can be kept at bay. 

Many clubs and activities have been 

initiated to cater f.or the varied tastes ; 

modern films are screen-ed weekly and fre

quent lectures are given to the C.M., by 

men, eminent in many and varied fields. 

Among the Clubs two of particular in

terest are the R.A.N C. Sailing Club and 

the Aeronautics Club. The purchase of the 

yacht TAM O'SHANTER in 1954 and its 

oarticipation in the last three Sydney

Hobart Yacht Races and the Sailing Club's 

activiti-es against other Victorian Yacht 

Clubs have orovided much interes t for the 

y achtsmen. Through the Aeronautics Club 

a number of C.M. have qualified for their 

Private Pilot's licences. 
Australian Rules Football was introduced 

in 1952 and the 1st and 2nd XVIII's have 

had an excellent record in their contests 

with other Victorian Schools. 



The Protestant War M emorial Chapel - Built smce the College returned to F.N.D. (Photo . G . F. Adeney , Esq .) 

THE RETURN TO J.B. 

During the years 1951-53, when Comman
der (now Captain) W. B. MARKS, D.S.C. , 
R.A .N. w.as C ommander, R .A. N.C ., we b-e
gan to realize that, with his cheerful and 
forceful person ality whole-heartedly sup
porting the proposal, a return to J ervis 
Bay might be possibl-e. Since then the good 
work has been carried on by m any people, 
in the face of strenuous opposition in ce, 
tain quartE'rs, most, though not all, .outside 
the Naval Service, and a good d -= al of care
ful planning has gone into the scheme. 
Now, the tempo is increasing, and our final 
term at F .N.D. is going to be even more 
h'2ctic than usual with the Passing Out of 
two combined Years of C.M., ,and the last 
preparations f.or the move. The next issue 
of this Magazine will be compiled at J ervis 
Bay. 

On leaving F.N.D. after tw:: nty-seven 
yeaf3-a period whi~o included the tri lls 
and frustrations of the early days; the 
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years of slow but steady growth and con
solidaticn, and the fateful years of the war 
-our f.eelings are mixed. We ackncwledge 
with gratitude the help and assistance we 
have received from many quarters, b')f., 
inside and outside the Service. W·e look 
back with some pride en the many worth
while achievements of C.M., in work and 
in games; in war and in peace . W·e look 
back with many regrets, and we look for
ward to an even greater record of fin e 
achievements in th·e' future. We hope that 
when we return to the place which was 
picked, after pr olonged and careful deliber
ation, a s! the id·eal site for a Naval College, 
we may have the support, not only of our 
friends in and out of the' Serviae, but ,also 
.of all Australians, in our efforts to realize 
to the full th·e objects for which this college 
was first established in 1913. We hope we 
may be permitted to do a good jeb for the 
R.A.N. and thereby f.or the Commonwealth. 
May the Coll·ege continue to "Fear God and 
Honour the Queen"! 



CLUBS 
DEBATING CLUB 

During Term II we had five informal de
bates, a round table debate with Scotch 
College, a formal d·ebate against Ballarat 
College a~d an informal discussion with 
the Toorak College Debating group. 

In the annual round table debate with 
Scotch College e.ach gr,oup had fourteen 
speakers and the debates were enlivened by 
an appreciative audience which asked ques
tions and voted on the subjects discussed. 

The formal debate "That Movies are ob
solete" at Ballarat Colleg·e was won by the 
R.A.N.C. team of Blazey, Boy le and Harri
son, which had the negative side. 

The night at Toorak College was pleasant 
and inter·esting- there was grea t rivalry, 
as always in making up this team. 

Our thanks go to Mr. Richands for his 
assistance during the year. - R.W.M.G. 

-{::{ -{::{ -{::{ 

JAZZ & REVUE 
The Jazz and Revue Club comprised two 

bands, numerous singers, a hypnotist, a 
magician, a r ope spinner and divers other 
acts. 

Our main unit, "Firehouse Five Plus 
Two", under the lead·e·rship of "Turtle" 
Vagg on the piano, comprised "String" 
Macdonald (guitar) , "Deadbeat" Walker 
(drums), "Grubs'Y" MelIor (tuba), "Woody" 
Ramon (Clarinet), "Les" Walsh (Sax), and 
"Dizzy" Scott (trumpet). 

The other band was led by "Squeezy" 
Cam·=ron and consisted of three piano ac
cordions and a string section under th (~ 
direction of "Squire" Follas. 

Our thanks to Mr. Trewin for his en-
couragement. -D.P. 
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SCIENCE CLUB 
Once again the Science Club has flour

ished under the patronage of Mr. Berry and 
Mr. Davis. M·eetings were held weekly, 
m e;.-nbers alternating between experiment
ing in chemistry, supervised by Mr. Davis 
and viewing films , arranged by Mr. B-erry. 
These films were as varied as they were 
interesting ranging from a documentary on 
the p·2nguins of the south, to an account 
of the A-bomb explosions at Monte Bello. 

During the year excursions to th·e Aero
nautical Research Laboratories and Sher
b rook For·est, were successfully organised . 

Office-bearers for the year were: Barber, 
President; Bowler, Vice-President; Wolf.e, 
H on . Secretary and Bolton Assistant Hon. 
Sec. - F .V.R.W. 

CAMERA CLUB 
In first term a committee of six com 

m enced activiti·es by equipping a dark room 
at the rear of the study block. Despite the 
frequent use of the facilities by several 
m·~mbers t hroughout the year, the club 
has been handicapped by the lack of an 
enlarger. 

Practical sessions on develcping and 
printing have b een held as w ell as a few 
hours sp·ent on interp retation from aerial 
photographs. 

Early in the winter term we were fortun
ate in having Chaplain Weir display many 
of his coloured transparencies from his ex
cellent collection. 

W·? thank Mr. Fargher f.or his guidance 
and trust that the Club will progress fur
the r at J'2rvis Bay. -S.L.R. 



F l y ing 19 57 

The aim of flying training for Cad'2t Midshipmen to 

Private Pilot Licence standard is to fo ster the interest of 

those cadets who are keen on flying. Naturally it i!, 

hoped that those s·2lected for the course will apply to 

join the Fleet Air Arm later on and thus combine the 

best of both the "Fish Head" and "Bird Brain" worlds. 

In any caS·2', if they do not choose to fly in the Navy 

th·::y will have had a chance· to acquire a certain amount 

of fl y ing experience and will have a m u ch b etter ap 

preciation of the aviator's problems when they go to s·ea. 

Owing to the shortage of instructors at the Royal 

Victcrian Aero Club, Moorabbin, at the b eginning 

of the year, th'2 programme did not rEach its full s lride 

until the end of March. Since then there has been 

no looking back and at this stage C.M. LambErt has 

ccmplet2d his practical fly ing a.nd is awaiting the 

theoretical examination for his private licence. Three 

more are awaiting their final cross country flights. 

The aviators have enjoyed a very succ'2ssful year to 

date. The mild winter has been the greatest con tributary 

fa ctor to the high flying rate and v 2ry little time has 

been lost through bad weather. 

The following cadets are flyin g this year. Chief Cadet 

Capt. W. S . Lowe, C./M. P . Lambert, Cadet Capt. I. M. 

McIntyre, Cadet Cap t. Clarke, Cadet Mid. W . L . Taylor, 

Cad-:ot Mid . R. S elby, Cadet Mid. G . R. 8mith, Cadet Mid. 

R. B . Giles, Cadet Mid. F. V. Wolfe. 

The proximity of N.A.S. Nowra next year w ill be a 

decided advantage and will prov ide ample opportunity 

for cadets to see the Fleet Air Arm first hand. It should 

a lso b e possible for cad'2t s to go to sea for short periods 

in H .M.A. S . MELBOURNE and witness flyin g operations. 

-Lt. (P .) C. H. C. SPURGEON. 
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Ski Heil! 
Having dDne what we consider·ed to be 

the liDn's share of the painting Df the hut 
at Breathtaker PDint we lDOk€d forward tOo 
the lion's share of the ski-ing. Unfortun
ately th·e season did not start well-there 
was no snDW. Admittedly above Bourke 
Street there were some small patches, and 
to make the mDst of it we launched Dur
selves onto the snow. We had various 
degrees of success and thought that we 
had done the best that could b-e expected 
under the circumstances uritil we were 
treated to the sight of Pepi, the new ski 
in~tructor from Austria, desc·ending from 
the summit at great speed by leaping from 
patch to patch thereby proving that a 
shortage Df snow is no deterrent to ski-ing. 

All on the mountain were greatly im·
pr·"ssed by Page's prowess both as a lighter 
of fires and as a skier. Although ski
jumping had not been started officially at 
Mount Buller, Page made a magnificent 
leap of fifteen feet fr c.:n a ski hut balcony 
doing remarkably little damage to himself. 

On our next visit tOo Buller we were more 
fortunate and we found a better coverage 
of snow although the conditiDns wer·e not 
up to the standard of last year. Very soon 
after Dur arrival cadets and year Dfficers 
were tOo be seen strewn round BDurke 
Street in various attitudes of failure. The 
ski tow was working but it proved a very 
great hazard to the uninitiated and some 
found it quicker to walk. After the 
R.A.N.C. COon tin gent had driven all respect
able skiers from the snow we settled down 
tOo tak2 lessDns. The tWD instructDrs, Maur
ice and Pepi set very good examples but 
when we tried to follow - oh the snow 
was so very hard! 

Having escaped frDm Dur instructors some 

Various Attitudes of Failure! 

«Easy for Rugby Players" 

of us, only tOD glad to carry our skie~, 
climb-2d to the summit from where there is 
a magnificent view of the Southern Alps. 
Disappointed to find that others had con
quered the mountain before us we put on 
our skis and descended at gr·2at speed with 
suitable stops at intervals to get to our 
feet again. What was it that Pepi had said 
about bending ze b----y knees?" 

The third exp-editiDn tOo the snow was the 
best week-end of the term. There was 
plenty of snow and the mDuntain seemed to 
hav-2 so:ne life in it . The highlight was the 
tow behind the snowcat up the su.:nmit 
slDpe; so much easier than walking and fa r 
less hazardous than the Bourke Street ski 
tow. 

It is to be hOoped that the cad·2ts have 
seen enough of ski-ing to whet their ap
petites before they go to Dartmouth for 
Phase IU. Th·e ski-ing in Norway, Austria 
and Switzerland is a JDY to be experienced 
and the Royal Naval Ski Club Drganises 
remarkably cheap holidays to all three 
countries. Having learnt the basic pDints 
of skimanship we are sure they will not 
let the side dDwn, by descending a gentle 
slope in a det2rmined snow-plough while 
calling in a ri ch Australian accent. "'Ow 
am I dDin?" For those going to J .B. we 
hope we can arrange visits to R.M.C.'s ski 
l,odge near Canberra and for all skiers we 
wish, "Ski heil" _ 

Lt. (S.) 1. McL. CRAWFORD 



ANNUAL FIELD EXERCISE 

During the weekend of 22-24 March, 
the Annual Field Exercise was held. The 
Exercise took the form of an attack by the 
two Senior years of R.A.N.C. (Cook and 
Burnett Years) upon six out of ten sites in 
the Point Nepean Area. These were de
fend·ed by Cadets of the O.C.S. Portsea and 
Junior Cadets of the R.A.N. College. 

The attacking group was divided into 
six sections, each being given two white 
housebricks to act as bombs. Complete 
success came not only in placing the brick 
at one of the named positions but also in 
bringing about a successful evacuation at 
one .of the three pr·e-determined areas, on 
Sunday at 1000 hours. 

In all cases heavy scrub had to be 
traversed and this, together with extensive 
p:l.trolling by th·e Defence Forces, meant 
that extreme care had to be exercised by 
the six sections. In spite, of many hazards 
and difficulties the majority .of the "bomb s" 

were planted so that the initial objective 
of the ex·ercise was successfully completed. 

However the evacuation was by no means 
as successful. The defending forces had 
by far the better .of the exercise in this 
respect as almost all of the attackers were 
captured. 

So difficult was the going that a certain 
group of six cadets (no names please.) 
when being "brainwashed" by the defenders 
(Portsea Cadets!) after capture, signed 
papers purporting to be receipts for gear, 
equipment and clothing. Loud and long 
w.ere their wails when they discovered they 
had in reality signed Entrance Forms for 
Admittance to O:C.S. Portsea as Cadets. 
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So they spent the remainder of their long 
weekend delving into the mysteries of 
being soldiers. However they were returned 
safely as the following letter from Colonel 
D. R. Jacks.on, D.S.O., Commandant of the 
O.C.S., bears witness. On this high note the 



" M arching as to w ar!" 

Exercise ended with at least SIX 
R.A.N.C. Cadets b-eing wiser for the ex
perience. 

Commandant, 

Officer Cadet School, 
Portsea, Victoria. 

25th March , 1957. 

Royal Australian Na val College. 

APPLICATI ONS FOR A DMISSI ON AD 

EUND EM STATUM 

W e have six excellent cadets w ho are applican ts 
for re -admission to the R .A.N. College and al
th ough loth t o see them go the OCS is prepared 
to fo rward them on appro val. Should you have 
vacancies it is certain that they w ould be glad to 
resum e cushy living. 

I n our experience of these candidates they have 
revealed themselves gentlemen and good sports
men if not en tirely soldierly or w orldly. You may 
fi nd some di ff iculty in getting a signature from 
them for (In), PiU/JOse! 

Th eir basic t raining seems a little shaky but it 
is understood that this may have been rushed. 
Anyh ow, t hey have m ad e som e advance in th e 
past 24 hours and would have gained even more 

by remaining aw ake in class . Brainw ashing on 
return is not really indicated. 

Those h ere w ho have not had the opportunity 
of becoming their friend s are no w at least 
sympathisers. 

D . R. ] ACKSON, Colonel, 
Commandant, 

Officer Cadet School. 

"Captured!" 



VISITS TO SHIPS 
H.M.A.S. VOYAGER 

On August 7th, Cook and Burnett Years 
embarked on H.M.A.S. VOYAGER, at Port 
Melbourne, for passage to Westernport. At 
1345 we fell in on "B" gun deck for leaving 
harbour. Using a combination of h·er own 
power and a tug VOYAGER swung tow.ards 
the Bay. At this juncture it rained and 
the merchant seamen in the ships along 
the river passed sarcastic comments about 
the use of standing in the rain. How·ever, 
we were far too engrossed with the way 
the new Daring was performing to pay 
attention to anything else. 

Once clear of the channel, the ship increased 
speed. By this t~me we had been divided 
into groups and the inspection of the ship 
eommenced. This inspection was most 
thorough and was tremendously inter·esting. 

Before passing through Port Phillip 
Heads we all came on deck. Gradually the 
ship began to feel the surge of the long 
and oily swell and we turned to port t o 
run parallel with the coast. Down in the 
Operations Room we could plot the course 
and distance from us of three merchant 
ships which were proceeding to and from 
Melbourne. From the main W IT' office we 
communicated with the Wireless Office at 
Cerberus on "Coastal Common". 

After supper, at 1900, we completed ·our 
in spection of some of the mor·e technical 
equipment and eventually disembarked. 

- G.A.S 

H.M.A.S. QUICKMARCH 
On June 26th, Burnett Year visited 

H .M .A.S. QUICKMATCH, a Type 15 A./S. 
Frigat,e, in drydock at Williamstown dock
y ard. 

Our guides on th·e tour of the ship were 
four Sub-Li'2utenants, one of their number 
being a Pakistani training with the R.A.N. 
W e were shown tin tly the anti-submarine 
weapon installations, main armament and 
close rang·e blind fire director, together with 
the tiller flat and a magazine. After a short 
tour of the mess decks we weTle shown 
over the enclosed bridge and th·e forecastle . 
The mass of electrical equipment so abun
dantly distributed on board, is in itself an 
aweso:ne sight and impr·essed on us very 
much, the complexity of modern warfare 
and navigational aids. 

We left QUICKMATCH at 1500 very 
much impressed and quite adamant on the 
fact that QUICKMATCH must surely he 
"Quick to Strike!". 

-P.R.B. 
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M.S. CHAKRAT A 
On July 10th, Phillip Year visited the 

British India Shipping Company's CHAK
RATA. CHAKRA TA is a 7,265 ton cargo 
vessel built by Swan Hunter at Newcastle
on-Tyne, in 1952, for the Australia-Calcutta
Rangoon run. Her crew, except for Captain, 
Officers and s ::veral En gineers, is almost en
tirely native. She is an ·extremely modern 
ship with comfortable and well furnished 
quarters. CHAKRATA, although a cargo 
vessel, has facilities for twelve passengers. 
CHAKRA TA carri es a crew of more than 
100. 

A young engineer with a broad Welsh 
accent showed us over the very large and 
scrupulously clean engine room. The en
gines, which consume twenty-eight tons of 
fuel per day, differ very little from those 
of Roy al Navy Ships except that they are 
ne t n early as compact and produce a low 
e20nomical speed of 14~ knots. 

«Checking the Channel" 

The stowage of cargo aboard merchant 
sh~ps is a very skilled task and CHAK
RATA has a scale plan that enables her 
Officers to calculate th·e trim in a matter 
of minutes. She has five h olds which carry 
an enormous amoJunt of cargo, which is 
handled by eighteen cranes and derricks. 

Our thanks to the captain and crew for 
an interesting visit. 

-C.C., Phillip Year. 



GUEST SPEAKERS - 1957 

Since our last issue the following guest 
speakers have visited the College : 

J. Hechervaise, Esq., Antarctic Division, 
Department .of External Affairs-"Life 
in Camp at Mawson". 

Me:nbers of the Victorian and Australian 
Olympic Fencing Team - "Demonstra
tion and Talk on Fencing" . 

A . Fitcher, Esq., Bank Education Servic·e -
"Banking Procedure" . 

Commodore J . Plunkett-Cole, R.A.N. , C.S.T. , 
Flinders Naval Depot - "The Suez 
Opera hons". 

F . J . E. Galbally, Esq. , - "Exper i'2nces in 
Criminal Law" . 

Lieutenant Commander H. P . Jarrett, R.A.N. 
Gunnery Officer, Flinders Naval Depot 
-"Guided Missiles" 

- A .H .T . 

DANCING CLASSES - 1957 

Under the expert guidanc·e of Mrs Rich
ard Linton, the benign chaperonage of the 
Coll·ege's three most eligible bachelor year 
officers, and with the gracious co-operation 
of thirty young lov--- ladies of Toorak 
Ladies' College, the extremely fortunate 
cadets of Flinders and Jervis Years have 
studied the elements of "th·e dance" each 
Wednesday night of the Winter Term. 

It has been noticed that sprainEd ankles 
and caulk:o d legs have not prevented mem
bers from attending their Wednesday even
ing class. Broken arms, wrists and shoulders 
have mysteriously recovered temporarily 
but r'2appeared in slings for other sports 
and Divisions. 

We thank Toorak Ladies' College for its 
assistance in improving our social graces 
over the past three years. 

-Eligible Bachelor . 

COLLEGE RIGS 



ON THE SPORTING FIELDS 
SPORTS COLOURS - 1957 

Cricket I Swimming 
-
R. W. D. MARTIN P. LAMBERT, 1956 

1957 I. McINTYRE, 1957 
R. G. TAYLOR M. R. PATE 
P. R. BOWLER 
B. S. WALKER 

Rugby Aust. Rules 

J. S. MERRILLEES, P. J. O'LOUGHLIN, 
1957 1955 

P. C. Hicks G. A. SIMMONS 
W. S . LOWE 1956 

R. K. PARR, 
1957 

B. S. WALKER 
J. S. CLARKE 
A. L. BARBER 

R. T. DERBIDGE 

T 

When 1957 opened only two players from 
the 1956 XI were available. They were 
Taylor, R. and Martin of Cook year. 

A good deal of practice and much sort
ing of players occurred. Several tFial 
matches were played against the Ship' s 
Company and finally the 1st XI took shape. 

N 2W players included Bowler, Taylor, 
W., and Merrillees from the Matriculation 
Burnett Year, Walker, B.. fr.om J ervis 
Year, Garing and Blue from the FEnders 
Year, Lawn from the Cook Year and from 
th 2 N ew Normal Entry, Phillip Year, Dow
ling B'olionJ R. and Bolton C., Marrable 
and Sedgwick. Several other players in-
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Te,nnis Bo:3.ts 

T. S. JONES, 1956 I. M. McINTYRE, 
J. L. CLARKE, 1957 1957 
J. S. MERRILLEES J. C. LINDSA Y 

P. A. J. GILMOUR-
WALSH 

Hock,;y Athletics 

T. S. JONES, W. S. LOWE, 1956 
1956 G. A. SIMMONS, 

A . L. BARBER HHi7 
1957 D. D. MARRABLE, 

R. W. M. GARING 1957 
B. DRAPER, 1957 

cluding Lowe and Derbidge from Cook 
Year also played occasi,onally . 

The team usually comprised:-

Taylor, R .. Cook Year, Captain-Wicket
keeper. Performed his difficult task as 
Captain in a s,ound manner and learnt a 
good deal as the season progressed. His 
keeping improv·ed tremendously and his 
batting wa3 often intelligent and f.orceful. 
His on side shots produced most of his 
runs. He received his CoLours. 

Martin, R. W. D.. Cook Year, Vice
Captain. Opening Batsman. In runs sc.or·ed 
he did not achieve startling success but 
wa3 undoubtedly the most complete bats
man in the side. He has an exC'ellent rang,e 
of shots. For the second successive year he 
represent2d the Service Colleges ag3.inst the 
Combined Grammar Schools. He received 
his Colours. 

Bowler, P .. Burnett Year. A new player 
who was invaluable during the &2aSOn both 
as Batsman and Bowler. In addition he 
wa 3 an excellent fieldsman. His batting was 
always d'2term;ned and he Defused to be 
worri-2d by difficult situations. At times his 
forceful tactics paid dividends. He bowled 
medium pace and also spinners and 
achieved success with each type. He re-



Back Row : B. Lawn, A. S edgwick, R. S. Blue , R. A . P. Bolton , B. S. Walk er, R. W . M . Ca ring, ]. S . M errille es. 
C. F. Bolton. Front Row : D. Marrable , P. R . Bow ler , R . W . D . Martin (v .c.), Mr . W. H . W ilde (c oach ) , R . C. 

Taylor (c.) W. Taylor, ]. L. Dowling. 

ceived his Colours and was also awarded 
the Farncomb Cup for Cricket in 1957. 

Walker, B. Jervis Y.2ar. The team's most 
successful opening b~wler. He possesses 
good ~rpeed and accuracy and during the 
season secured 41 wickets at a cost of 8 
runs ·2ach. He should do even better next 
year. He received his Colours. 

Taylor , W. Burnett Year . An opening 
batsman who shows promise . He did not 
sc-ore heavily because he allowed too many 
scc!' ing opp :Jrtunities to pass . H e n eeds tu 
d·svelop more aggression. 

Merrille·es, J .. Burnett Year. A left 
hand ed batsman who had been away fro::n 
cricket for some time . His form improved 
through ::;·ut the season and h'2 was never 
easy for opposing bowlers to dismiss. 

Lawn, B., Co.ok Year. A dogged and 
persevering batsman, who did well early in 
the season, but did little in th2 latter part. 
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G '-!r ing, R. W. M., Flinders Year. He had 
a rather disapp~inting season for he was 
seldom among the runs. One of the strong
est hitters in the side, he punished loose 
bowling but was often dismissed without 
getting a start. Should do well next season. 

Blue, R. S .. Flinders Year. An injured 
shoulder kept him out of the side in th·e 
E.arly part of the season and restricted his 
bc-.vling. His batting improved and he 
should h9.ve a good season in 1958. 

Dowling, J . L ., Phillip Year. Batsman. 
Achi ev'2 d the distinction .of making 1st XI 
in his initial year at the College. He did 
not always succeed but he has talent and 
should benefit by his experienc·2s this year. 

Bolton, C.. Phillip Year. A very fine 
fieldsman but his bowling disappointed. 
Should do better next year. 

Sedgwick, A., Phillip Year. He was a very 
useful bowler and should achieve even 
more success next year. He has ability as 



a batsman and should improve with greater 
·~ xperience. 

Marrab le, D. D., Phillip Year. Batsman. 
Had few opportunties because .of injury but 
revealed a good deal of promise and should 
be one of the side's mainstays in futur'2 
years. 

In general the 1st XI did not achieve 
spectacular results but a ve ry important 
process of team building was g.oing on. At 
l-:~ as t seven of this year's players will be 
available next season and should all give 
i n pr.oved performances in the futu re. 

Score Sheets of the various matches are 
here reproduced:-

FIRST XI v SHIP'S COMPANY 

1st XI: Martin, 27; Dowling, 28; Bolton, 
R., 15; Garing, 23. TOTAL, 6 wickets for 
138. 

Ship's Company: Spowart, ret., 59; 
Woods, 61. TOTAL, 6 wickets for 142. 

R.A.N.C. Bowlin g: Bowler, 3/52; Bolton , 
C., 3/34. 

Cadet Midshipman M artin and «Cadet M idship
m an )) I an Johnson open the Inn ings in the Phoenix 

Club M atch 

Int er-Service Colle.f!.e Representatives - P . R. Bow ler) R. W. M artin) R. C. Taylor 



FIRST XI v OFFICERS AND MASTERS 
1st XI: Taylor, W, 10; Taylor, R , 13 ; 

Lawn, n.o., 29. TOTAL, 83. 

Officers and Masters: Lt. Cdr. Nicholas, 
24; Mr. Brooks, 24 ; Lt. Kennedy, 12; Mr. 
Wilde, 35 ; Cdr. Plunkett-Cole, 10; Lt. Cdr. 
Willis, 56. TOTAL, 174. 

RA.N.C . Bowling: Sedgwick, 3/22; Bol
ton, C., 3/11; Bowler, 2/80 . 

FIRST XI v BRIGHTON GRAMMAR 

1st XI: Martin, 43; Dowling, 12 ; Garing, 
44; Lawn, n.o., 30; Marrable 49. TOTAL, 6 
wickets for 192. 

Brighton Grammar : Hayman, 24; Dennet, 
n .o., 10. TOT.AL, 50. 

RA.N.C. Bowling: Walker. , B , 6/12 in
cluding the hat-trick; Bowler, 2/19. 

FIRST XI v SCOTCH COLLEGE 
1st XI: Martin, 12 ; Taylor, R , ret., 59; 

Garing, 17; Merrillees, 12 ; Bowler, n.o., 18. 
TOTAL, 9 wickets for 150. 

Scotch College: Alpin ret., 50 ; Robertson, 
14; Engel, 10. TOTAL, 97. 

RA.N.C . Bowling : Walker, 3/46; Sedg
wick, 4/23. 

FIRST XI v O.C.S. PORTSEA 

1st XI: TOTALS, 1st Innings, 49; Second 
Innings, 51. 

O.C.S. Portsea: Smith, 22; Plunt, 28; 
McGhie, 20; HalveTson, 16; Lofthouse, n.o., 
14; Woolmer, 28. TOTAL 167. 

R .A.N.C. Bowling: Bowler 6/80; Sedg
wick 2/32. 

FIRST XI v PHOENIX CLUB 
1st XI: Martin, 13 ; Mr. Ian Johnson, 10 ; 

Bolton, R, 25; Merrillees, 11; Tay lor, R, 
15; Bowler 19. TOTAL, 130. 

Phoenix Club: Mr. K. Ryan, 28; Mr. J. 
Hammond, 39; Mr. L. Dineen, ret., 17; Mr. 
G. Howarth, ret., 36. TOTAL, 158. 
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R.A.N.C. Bowling: Mr. Ian J ohnson 3/49; 
Walker, B., 2/49; Bowler, 2/38. 

FIRST XI v NAVY OFFICE 
1st XI : Martin , 11; Taylor, 22; Sedgwick, 

21. TOTAL, 103. 
Navy Office, 1st Innings: Rear Adm. Bur

rell, 7; Lt. Cdr. Shands, 5; Lt. Cdr. Clarke, 
6; Lt. Cdr. Wheeler, 4; Lt. Crossthwaite, 4; 
Capt. Gatacre, 4; Lt. Morrell, n.o., 15. 
TOTAL, 40. Second Innings, TOTAL, 3 
wickets for 65. 

RA.N.C. Bowling: Walker, B. , 7/10 ; 
Blue, 3/10. 

FIRST XI v WARDROOM F.N.D. 

1st XI , 1st Innings: Martin, 15; Taylor, 
R , n.o. 30; Bowler, 22. TOTAL, 66. 2nd 
Innings, TOTAL, 5 wickets for 67. 

Wardroom F.N.D.: Mr. Armstrong, 16; 
Lt. Cdr. Nichola ~', 17 ; Lt. Cdr. Murray, ret., 
42; Cd r. St2vens, 31; Lt. Cdr. Willis , 22. 
TOTAL, 150. 

RA.N.C. Bowling: Walker, B. , 5/41 ; Mar
tin 3/17. 

FIRST XI v MELBOURNE GRAMMAR 
1st XI, First Innings: Garing, 16. TOTAL 

45. Second Innings: Bowler, ret. 40 ; Wal
ker n.o., 16. TOTAL, 2 wickets for 86. 

Melbourne Grammar: Wilson, 3'6 ; Alcock, 
39; King, 26. TOTAL, 8 wickets for 141. 

RA.N.C. Bowling: Walker 2/41; Martin, 
3/12. 

FIRST XI v DOOKIE AGRICULTURAL 
COLLEGE 

1st XI: Bowler 9; Marrable, n.o., 12. 
TO~AL, 53. 

Dookie Agricultural College: Blenner
hassett, 6; Stephenson, 4; Hughes, n.o. 7; 
Mickelborough 4. TOTAL, 37. 

In th-e Third Term the 1st XI defeated 
RA.A.F. College at Point Cook and lost to 
O.C.S . at Sorrento. 



Back Row: M. R. Pate, S. E. Banks, R. W. M. C '1rinf{ , P. C. Hicks, ]. A. Craw ford, R . J. Cocking, ]. C. Har vey. 
M iddl e R ow: R. F. Payne, H . P. Speelman, I. M. Mclntyre, Lt. C. H . Spurgeon (coac h) , P. Lambert (c .) R . B. 

Ciles, R. Selb y. Front Row: N. C. Mews, R . R . Sutton. 

SWIMMING NOTES 
R.A .N .C. ANNUAL SWIMMING SPORTS 

Two new records were established. These 
wer·2· 35.2 sec.on,ds in the Under 17, 50 yards 
backstroke, by C. M. Mclntyre, of Cook 
Year, and 38.9 seconds in the Under 17 
Breaststroke, E'et by C. M. R'Us£l=ll, of Flin
ders Year. 

There w·e-re many highlights but those 
which commanded attention were C. M. 
Mclniy~e's dominance of the backstroke 
events and the interesting du·el between. 
C. M. Lambert of Cook Year and the very 
pr.omising swimmer C. M. Pate, aNew 
Zealand Cadet of Phillip Year. These two 
swimmers shared the honours in the free
style events. 

By his victory in the 400 metres, Lam
b=:.rt clinched the Open Championship while 
Pate became the Under 17 Champion for 
1956. 

Diving honours went to a Burnett (New 
Matriculati,on Entry) Cadet, H . P. Sp,-:: "'l
m an, while Co·eking and Taylor, R., of 
Cook Year, also did well. 

Swimming Colours were awarded to 
Mclntyre and P3te, Lambert having been 
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awarded Colours in 1956. 
ANNU AL INTERPAB:T OF WATCH 

SWIMMING S PORTS 
Although Starboard Watch won the first 

race, th·e Under 17 A Medley Relay, Port 
Watch won the next three races, the Open 
Freestyle B division, the Under 17 B Re
lay and the Op·en A Medley Relay. 

Thanks to Godfrey and Stubington, Star
board won both the Plunge and the Diving 
for Sp.oJns Competition. At the half way 
mark, points weI'le level at 23 each. 

After several mor'2 events, including the 
Obstacle Race, Port Watch held a sub
stantial lead but Starboard could win if 
they w.on the All Hands Relay. 

To make a very long story short, an er
ror in a certain P,ort Watch Cadet's "Gyro" 
gav·2 Starboard victory and the day's 
honours. 
INTER -COLLEGE SWIMMING SPORTS: 
March 6th: R.A.N.C. defeated R.A.A.F : 

College and O.C.S. Portsea. 
April 5th: R.A.N.C. defeated Dookie Agri

cuJtural College and H.M.A.S. Swan. 
-A.L.B. 



Back R ow : C. W. Sp ence) C. F. L ynch) R. T. D erbidge) A. L. Barber. Front R ow: ]. Clark e, T. S. Jones, Mr R . 
Berry (coac h ) , C. A. Simmons, ]. S . Merr illees. 

TENNIS 
With only Jones and Simmons left of last 

year's team, hopes did not run high for 
our prospects in the four or five matches 
vlhich had h 2en arr,anged for the first term. 

However, with two very useful recruits 
from the new Matriculation entry and last 
year's reserves, a team which had quite 
reasonable possibilities was arrang-e d as 
follows:-

1st Pair: Jones and Simmons (Captain). 

2nd Pair : Merrillees and Clarke. 

3rd Pair : Barber and Derbidge. 

4th Pair: Spence and Lynch. 

The first match was against a combined 
team of the Masters, Officers and Ship's 
Company. Good wins by Jones and Sim
mons and Merrillees and Clark helped us 
win the match 6 sets to 2. 

Our next fixture was held at Officer 
Cadets School, Portsea, against a fairly 
strong Army Cadets t-eam. When the 
doubles sets had been completed, the points 
score stood level. In the ensuing singles 
matches, howev·er, the College took chiarge 
and eventually won the day comfortably, 
ten sets to six. A very close and interesting 
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match was played by our No. 1 singles 
player, Jon( ~s and the Army No. 1. Jon-es 
lost a close struggle 11-9. 

A match against R.A.A.F. College, Point 
Cook, was I ~ ancelled later in the term ow
ing to adverse weather conditions. 

Th'2 day after this cancellation, a weak
ened team played an interesting match 
against St. Bede'~ College, Mentone. Al
though the College repr'2sentatives did 
their best, this was not enough to overcome 
the splendid play of the St. Bede's boys. We 
lost this fixture , 7 S'2tS to 9. 

A match against the Wardroo:n tennis 
team was n·ext on the fixturl2 list and this 
was play,ed, with th·e College team at full 
strength. Onl'y doubles matches were 
played and a hard ~,truggle 'eventuat2d. The 
College team lost the deciding set, and so 
th·e match went to the Officers, 5 sets to 3. 

This match ccmpleted a fairly successful 
round of matches. Tennis hi ~rt:ory was 
made for the College, when J ones was 
selected to play in th'2 Navy Inter-Service 
Tennis team. 

ANNU AL CHAMPIONSHIPS: 
The College Tennis Championships at

tracted only a small entry this year; how-



ever the standard of tennis play·ed through
out was high and players were enthusias
tic. 

At the Semi-Final stage in the singles, 
J ones, Clarke, Merrill·ees and Lawn were 
left to play off for the Finals. In the 
Doubles Championship, Jones and Sim
mons w ere left to play C1arke and Mer
rillees in the Final. 

Jon'2s defeated Clarke 6-0, 6-2, in one 
semi-final, while Merrillees beat Lawn 6-3, 
6-0 leaving these two to play off the 
Singles Final. 

Conditions for the matches were perfect 
and everything was set for excellent ten
nis. The Doubles Final w.as played first and 
the first set was a marathon. By taking 
C1!arke's service, Jones and Simmons broke 
through to win the first set, 12-10. Ap
parently discouraged by their first set loss, 
Clarke and Merrillees deteriorated some
what in the see-ond set and Si:nmons and 
J ones finally won the match 12-10, 7-5. 

After a short break, the Singles Cham
pionship began. J ones took the initiativ2 
from the start and with clever placements 
and p.assing shots took the first three 
games. At this point, Merrillees eame to 
lif.2 and made the score even by winning 
the following three games. However, Jones, 
leaving his opponent flat-footed at times 
and drawing rounds of applause from the 
spectators, played a spell of first grade 
tennis to win the set, 6-3. 

From this point on Jones did not look 
back, and smothering all of Merrillees' ef
forts to gain the upper hand played through 
to a 6-1 victory in the S·2cond set. This gave 
him the match, 6-3, 6-1. The Cunningham 
Challenge Cup and the other trophies were 
presented by our Captain, Commander 
Plunkett-Cole. 

Congratulations go to Merrillees and 
Clarke, who gained their 'colours' for ten
nis, J ones having been awarded his in 1956. 

-A.L.B. 

REGATTA-1957 
This year the r'2gatta was held under the 

most trying conditions. Strong winds were 
blowing down the inlet, making the raoes 
long and strenuous. 

Owing to the decrease in the numb-er of 
cadets at the College this year it w,as ne
cessary to cut the races down to one boat 
from each watch, instead of the customary 
two. Nevertheless as in previous years en
thusiasm still ran high. 

The afternoon started with the race for 
the "D" crew whalers. This heat was won 
by Starboard Watch after quite a fight to 
gain a leading position in the early stages of 
the race. At the finishing line Port Watch 
were about fifty yards astern. 

The "c" division was also taken by Star
board Watch afte:r quite a battle to gain the 
best advantage from the wind (Shades of 
Drake!). 

The sculling championship for this year 
was won by C. C. C. Lowe, ,after an excel
lent effort against a very strong field . 

As usual the raC'2 between the Officers, 
Masters and Chief Petty Officers provided 
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plenty of enjoyment for the spectators. The 
Officers won with a very strong and con
fid·ent stroke, with the Chief Petty Officers 
a very close second. The Masters came as 
usual ,a comfortable last, ending with 
three attempts to tie up alongside the 
wharf. 

Th·e next race was for the "B" whalers 
which was .again won by Starboard Watch. 
In this race Port Watch trailed badly and 
it became very obvious that the crew was 
not entirely at fault. A close look at the 
day's race~\ showed that the same boat had 
won each r.ace despite the different 
strengths of crews. 

The last race, the "A" crews, was won by 
Port Watch after an inspiring race which 
came too late in the day, for Starboard 
W,atch had already established an unbeat
able lead. 

The r·esults at the end of the afternoon 
were as follows:-

1st: Starboard Watch. 

2nd : Port Watch. 

-R.N.P. 



CURRY CUP WINNERS - 1957 

Back Row: K. Sm it h, D . Marrable, ]. Clarke, ]. Lindsay, ]. S . M errillees, P. Lambert . Front Row: I . McIntyre, 
A. L. Barber, C. A . S immons, W. S. Lowe, P. A. ]. Cilmore-Walsh, R . C . Taylor, P. ]. O'Loughlin . 

CURRY CUP-19S7 
THE TEAM-Obstacle: P. A. J . Gilmour

Walsh ; Hurdles: D. Marrable; Cycling : 1. M . 
McIntyre; Whaler Co~'n . : A . L . Barber; 
Whaler Crew: J . Lindsay (Stroke); J. Clarke 
(No. 4) ; J. Merrillees (No. 3) ; R. G . Taylor 
(No. 2); P. J. O'Loughlin (Bow); Cross 
Country : W. S . Lowe ; 880 y.ards: G. R. 
Simmons ; Swimming: P. Lambert; Finish
ing Sprint: K. Smith. 

F r om the College's point of view, this 
year's Curry Cup was the most successful 
ever run. This was because W 2 established 
a new re cord in winning the Cup for the 
last time before the College mOV·2S to 
Jervis Bay. 

In the first heat the College team 
smashed th'2 existing reco.rd, recording the 
creditable time of 21m. 59 sec., ' and it was 
with a good deal of expe ctancy that we 
looked forward to the Final. 

It was not without good cause that we 
did so. 
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The race began well with Gilmour-Walsh 
among th:2 leaders. The baton was taken 
by Marrable and McIntyre to the wharf 
which was reached a short di~ tance behind 
the National Servicem'2n and the Recruits. 
This however, was soon remedied by the 
whaler crew who. caught and pass·2d the 
leaders, reaching the Rifle Range wharf 
SO!TIe 20 secs in front of the Oflk2rs' boat. 
Lowe, the cross country runner increased 
this lead by a splendid run and when Sim
mons r ·2ached the pool and transferred the 
baton to Lambert th'2' opposition was not in 
sight. The final runner, Smith, crossed the 
finishing line some 500 yards in front of 
the next runner. Th'2 record set the pre
vious day by the College was shattered by 
a further 39 seconds. 

This time 21 mins. 20 s·ec. was one second 
short of the all time record set by the 
College, using cutters, in 1954. However, 
we hope our new record stands for some 
time. -Po J. O'L. 



FIRST FIFTEEN 
Versus O.C.S. Por tsea. Won 6-3. 

RA.A.F. College. Drawn 12-12. 
Scotch College. Won 15-12. 
RM.C. Duntroon. Lost 13-23. 
A.A.S. Balcomhe. Lost 18-21. 
R .A.A.F. College. Drawn '6-6. 
RA.A.F. College. Drawn 9-9. 
O.C.S. Portsea. Won 17-0. 

Brisbane Gram. Schools. Lost 11-23. 
Points for: 107 - Against: 115. 

It is not an overstatement to say that 
this year's First Fifteen is as good as any 
we hav·e fielded , and a glance at the scores 
will show how evenly they have beel! 
matched. In particular the three games 
against the RA.A.F. Coll-ege will be re
membered as exciting and hard-fought tus
sles to obtain a result other than a draw. 

During the season we were privileged to 
entertain RM.C. Duntroon, who gave us a 
very good game. 

College players again provided the 
majority of the Combined Service Colleges' 
Fifte·en who played Associated Public 
Schools at Scotch College. It was unfortun
ate that the ground was so wet and muddy 
that han.dling was very difficult, but those 
who stood in the rain to watch were treated 
to a good display of football which As
sociat-ed Public Schools won by a small 
margin. 

The season was completed by a match 
against a visiting team drawn from two 
Brisbane Public Schools and this proved a 
very exciting finale. 

In such a good Sleason it is difficult to 
ajudge the best game but I think we saw 
the Naval College produce its best football 
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at Olympic Park against what was pro
bably the strongest t eam Scotch C ollege 
has ever field ed . The standard of play was 
by no means eclipsed by that in the main 
game betw·een All Blacks and Victoria. 

Choosing Colours this year seemed a 
simple matter at first but it soon became 
evident that without awarding colours to a 
large p·ercentage of the team and thereb y 
detracting from the prestige of winning 
a Rugby colour, it was only po~sible to 
"cap" three players . They can feel ex
tremely proud of their awards and all those 
players who gave good performances dur
ing the season and were not "capped" can 
still boast tha.t they played in one of the 
h est Rugby teams this College has pro
duced. 

A brief pen picture of the 1st XV is as 
follows:-

Gilmour-Wals.h (Captain). Position half
back. He played consistently well all the 
season and particularly notic-eable was his 
fine defence his backing up and his fearless 
falling on the ball to pr-event forward 
rushes by the opposing team. 

Hicks. Led the forwards in determined 
fashion. Once again he was dogged by in
jury but was a tower of str-ength when pre
sent. He could yet become one of the best 
and strongest forwards to play for 
RA.N.C. 

Taylor, R. Position i. A good season. 
He played orthodox football, being an 
effective link with outside backs. Often 
kicked to advantage. 

MerrUlees. Position, Breakaway. Burnett 
Memorial Trophy winner. His defence and 



1st XV - 1957 

Back R ow: P. ]. O'L oughlin, R . H . Seott , B. S. Walker , R L. Clough, P. C. H imks, P. R . Bowler, ]. S. M errille es, 
]. A. Crawford , A. ]. Farquhar. Front Row: W . S. LOWJ, R . Berry, R . C. Taylor, M r. K. Armstrong, P. ]. A. 

Gilmour-Walsh ( c.), F. R . Wolfe, R . T. Derbidge. Front: P. L ambert, R . B. Follas. 

tackling were ·exemplary and have seldom 
been bettered in the teams from R.A.N.C. 

Bowler, P. Positions varied. A very use
ful player who was injur-ed early in the 
season. May have been far more prominent 
otherwise. Intelligent in his approach to 
the game. A sound place kick. 

Wat.erhouse. Position, Wing. A big fast 
winger, who needs more experience to be 
really dangerous. 

I).-;rbidge. Position , Breakaway. A v·er-y 
fine attacking forward who gave excellent 
service and must have been extremely close 
to Colours. 

Low.}. Position, Centre. H is game pro
gressed throughout the season and h-e 
developed into a fine attacking player. 

Fargu'har. Position, -Prop. forward and 
2nd Row. A good rucking forward but a 
tend-ency to "loaf" offside at times. 

WoUe. Position, Hooker. Did well in this 
position giving his team a fair share of the 
ball. 

O'Loughlin. Position . Wing. A recruit 
from the Aust. Rules team who did well 
late in the season, 

Clough. Position, Prop. forward and 2nd
Row. A good honest ruck forward. Did 
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plenty of heavy but useful work. 
Walker. Position, Centre. Showed promise 

and will benefit from th-e experience 
gained. 

Crawford. Position, Wing. Did well in 
many games but must remember that a 
wingEr runs straight and hard. 

Scou. Position, Prop-forward or 2nd 
Row. A sol~d hard rucking forward who 
should be a big asset to the team next 
year. 

Berry. Position , Lock forward . Did well 
early in the s-eason but did not regain hi 
form after injury. A fine attacking player 
but must also learn defence. 

Taylor, W. Position, Varied. Was a use
ful player to fill any gap in the team as 
h-= did quite well in any position. 

Simmons, G. A., Position, Full Back. Did 
well in the few games he played. 
Clar~e, J. Position, Full Back. His 

drop kicks for goal were always dange~ous. 
Colours : P. C. Hicks, J. S. Mef'fillees, 

W. S. Lowe. 
.Burnett Cup (for most outstanding Rugby 

player): J. S. Merrillees. _ 
-Lt. Cdr. -(E.) W. H. MONEY. 



1st XVIII - 1957 

Back Row: R . S. Blue, P. A . j . Gilmour-Walsh, G. F. L ynch, R . W. M . Garing, F. O. Archer, P. C. H icks, B. S. 
Walker, R . W . D . M artin, ]. L indsay, K. G. Smith , P. Bowler. M iddle R ow: A. L. Barber, C. F. Bolton, G. A. 
Simmons, P. ]. O'L oughlin (c.) M r. R. R. Clark, ]. Clarke, R . T . Derbidge, T. S. Jones, R. Folla. Front Row: 

P. L yneham, L. M . S. M aye, K. R yall, R . K. Parr, G. Smith, R. Selb y, B. Draper. 

AUSTRALIAN RULES 
The 1957 season found us with a total 

of nine players remaining from the 1956 
First XVIII training list and of these no 
more than six had been more or less. re
gularly selected in last year's teams. When 
it was realised that the new entries con
tained only about six Australian Rules 
players it became apparent that the task of 
building a team to compare with those of 
1955 and 1956 was going to be a difficult 
one indeed. 

The Sports Committee had already de
cided early in the year that, becaus·2' of a 
substantial drop in the number of Cadets 
in the College, all Cadets should be avail
able for s·21ection in all winter teams and 
this ruling, together with the Sports. Offi
cers' avoidance of clashes in arranging 
fixtures for all codes, made available a 
number of cadets usually engag.2d in other 
sports in previous sea :- ons. Somewhat en
couraged, but not unduly optimistic, we 
settled down to the business of fielding 
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Australian Football teams worthy of the 
R .A.N:C. 

P . J. O'Loughlin was elected as captain, 
with J. Clarke as his deputy and G. A. 
Simmons as the third player-selector and 
th·ese three gave energetic s'ervice and cap
able leadership to the team throughout the 
season. We lost a lot of matches and won 
comparatively few but a glance at the table 
of results and at the high percentage figure 
will quickly reveal that only one opposing 
team found us "easy meat". To that team, 
St. Bede's College, we offer our congratula
tions: on a grand display of football against 
us, and our r·egrets that the match wa·s not 
as close as most of our recent clashes with 
this school. 

It is with very deep regret that we say 
goodbye to our rivals of Brighton Grammar 
School, Frankston High School, St. Bede's 
Colleg·e, Mordialloc High School, Ballarat 
College and Ballarat Grammar School, 
Melbourne Grammar School and Mentone 



Grammar School, all of whom we have 
played regularly in recent years. We hope 
that some of them, at least, will find it 
possible to visit us at J ervis Bay in future 
yearv. 

The team throughout most of the season 
remained in an experimental and un
stablised condition and did not become 
reasonably settled until quite late in the 
term. However, it performed well, if some
what patchily, on nearly all occasions and 
was a little unlucky to lose EJeveral ex
tr-~ mEly close ~,truggles. The players were 
keen and enthusiastic at all times and th-e 
team lacked nothing in courage - in fact, 
the major weakness was in experience, a 
factor that cost us dearly in tight finishes 
on a number of occasions. There were so 
many inexperienced players in the side on 
most occasions that rather too much was 
left to th-e comparatively few "old hands". 

However, the team was always trying, its 
individual members were willing and eager 
to learn and it made considerable improve-
ment as the season progressed. 

With a total of 34 players used during 
the season and almost constant shuffling 
and re-arranging of the lin-e'-up, it is hardly 
possibh~ to conduct a line-by-line analysis 
of the team but some brief comments on 
individual players follow. 

P. O'Loughlin-did a good job in a num
h=T of positions, but chiefly in the centre 
and at centre half-back, and capably cap
tained the side. A good mark, an ex
ceptionally elusive player and a determined 
trier. 

J. Clarke - a good high mark and a 
a powerful kick, he gave us a fine season 
in the ruck and d-efence. His determination 
was an inspiraton to the whole team. 

G. Simmons-another consistent performer 
with great marking ability, fine judgment 
and dash on the ground and a lovely kick. 
He made a real success of the difficult posi
tion of full-back. 

R. Parr - one of the very best in the 
team, he roved with great dash and tenac
ity and used his kicks to the best advant
age. He also gave several fine exhibitions 
in the centre-a really skilful player. 

L. Barber-gave us a good season as a 
rOV-2r but did his beslt work resting in the 
forward pocket, on most occasions. H e 
showed plenty of pace and courage but 
his kicking was a little wild. 

B. Walker-started a bit slowly this 
season but developed into a very wund 
followe,r-defender with good judgment in 
the air and great tenacity and strength in 
the packs. He is a potential champion. 

R. Derbirdgl£-centre half-forward. Ht 
play-ed in all ~ Iorts of positions and did well 
and imp roving all the time. Very fa st , with 
a terrific spring and a long kick and, as he 
began to hold on to his marks, he gave the 
team great drive. 

R. Blue-full-forward. Got comparatively 
few g03.1~, partly because of his inaccuracy, 
but was always lively and useful on the 
forward line. He is a good footballer and 
should do very well, possibly at centre 
half-fo,rward. Most unselfish and a good 
t~am man. 

J. Lindsay - did not reach last year's 
form at any time and was therefore rather 
disappointing but he did improve as the 
season advanced and played some useful 
games as a ruckman. 

F. Archer - gave solid support in the 
ruck to the mor-= brilliant Clarke and 
Walker. A solid battler who was not 
afraid to get right into the heavy stuff. A 
good first season, characterized by extreme 
unselfishness. 

R. SI~lby - gav-= good service on the 
wing, showing dash and judgment on the 
ground and sound aerial ability. 

R. Follas-a very good half-back fianker, 
who blanketed some really good opponents. 
Fast, rugged and a sound mark. 

Simmons marks in 

the Ballarat Came 



B. Dr aper-a reliable, occasionally bril-
liant, half-forward flank-er full of 
determination and enthusiasm. 

M . Maye - a tremendous battler who 
played in all sorts of positions and did well 
in most of them. A good mark but a fum
bler on the ground. 

P. Gilmour-Walsh - wing and half-for
ward. A poor mark and kick but a tiger in 
ground play, he was mor'2' than useful. 

P . Lyneham-had most of the attributes 
of ' a footballer but was a bit too slow 
Gave some ver,y fair games both in attack 
and defence. 

T. J on,;s-extr·2mely fast and elusive, he 
was often a winner on the wing but was 
another shaky kick. 

G . Smith-broke in as back pocket rather 
late in the season and proved capable and 
s to u t-h '2 arted. 

R . Garing - back pocket or half-back 
flank. Apart from his poor marking over
head, he had everything and was very use
ful at all times. 

C. Bolton-half-back. A good footballer, 
with his game built around fine marking, 
smart ground play, straight-ahead coura
g·20US dashes and accurate disposal. The 
best of the juniors to make the team. 

R. Rya ll-has plenty of ability but did 
not alway~. get going in matches. In spite 
of having one of those unlucky seasons 
when m03t of the breaks w2nt against him, 
he showed enough to enable us to expect 
good football from him later. 

G . Lynch - started the season on the 
wrong foot but found form in th'2' Second 
XVIII and played wundly in the last few 
games on the half-foward flank . A sound 
mark and a neat grou'nd player, he should 
do well. 

P . Bowler - a sound half-back flanker 
with grand judgment and dash his chief 
assets. A rather shaky oV2rhead mark. 

R . MaTtin-a reserve follower who played 
half-a-dozen games in the ruck and for
ward pocket with moderate success. 

K. Smitb.-rath·er a disappointing season. 
He has plenty of ability but managed to 
: trike t ouch in matches only onC·2 or twice. 
Usually in defence, but his best work was 
done as a ruck-rover where his gr·eat das'h 
was a decided asset. 

Others who played occasionally and who 
were handy reserves throughout the S'2 ason 
were Hicks, Lowe, Banks', R. Taylor, Mar-
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Friendly (?) Persuasion 

rable, Roberts, Scott and Lambert while 
Partington was unfortunate to be injur·ed 
after playing only one ga'ne and not avail
able again until the last match. 

Best and Faire3t (Umpires' Votes): - 1. 
J. Clarke (17); 2. B. Walker (11); 3. P. 
O'Loughlin (10). 

LEadin g Goal-kickers: L. Barber 
(18); 2. R. Blue (14). 3. R. Derbidge and R. 
Parr (9). 

Most Unselfish Player: - R. Blue; Most 
Determined Player: - R. Parr. Best First 
Year Player: - C. Bolton. Most Consistent 
Player : - G . Simmons. 

FIRST XVIII RESULTS: 

Lost to Frankston H.S. 4.3 (27)-4.8 (32) . 
Lost to Brighton G.S., 5.7 (37)-7.9 (51). 
Lost to St. Bede's College 3.7 (25)-11.10 

(76). 
Lost to Brighton G.S., 8.12 (60)-3.13 (61 ) 

(B~ue 3, Parr 3). 
Defeated Melbourne G.S. (U. 16. A.) 9.5 

(59)-4.7 (31) (Derbidge 3) 
Lost to Mordial1oc H.S. , 2.8 (20)-4.4 (28). 
Lost to Ship's Company, 7.5 (47)-8.2 (50). 
Lost to M·elbourne G.S. (U. 16 A.), 2.7 (19) 

-4.10 (34). 
Lost to Ballarat College, 8.9 (57)- 12.4 (76) 

(Blue 3). 
Lost to Frankston H.S. , 5.5 (35)-5.6 (36). 
Defeated Mentone G.S. , 6.11 (47)-5.7 (37). 

(Barber 3) . 
Defea,ted Mordialloc H.S ., 12.23 (95) - 3.3 

(21) (Barb-er 5). 
Lost to Mentone G.S., 1.3 (9)-10.1'6 (76). 

Played, 13 games; W on, 3; L ost, 10; 
Drawn 0; Points For, 537 ; Points Against, 
609; P ercentage, 88.2. 

-R. R. CLARK. 



BOXING 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

FINALS 

1957 

The progra:nme for the final night was 
drastically altered by a sudden outbreak of 
Crib Pe int Croup which, far more effective
ly than opponents' blows:, felled many 
Cadets who had battled through the pre
liminary bouts to qualify for the finals. 
Some compEtitors who had thought them
selves succ·2ssfully eliminated were ther~
fore surpri ~,ed to find they had been pro
moted to finalists, and two bouts had to 
b 2 postponed until 30th July. In spite of 
thi~, we were tr-2'ated to a very spirited 
display of boxing which made up in en
thusiasm for any lacki of skill. 

Commodore Plunkett-Cole congratulated 
competitors on their good showing and pre
sented the cups for winners and cakes for 
"best losers" . 

SUMMARY OF FINAL BOUTS 

FLYWEIGHT: Baines 8.0 defeated Ham
mer 7.13. Best loser: Hammer. Hammer 
led off well in the first round and scor·ed 
several times with a right cross but Baines 
used a left to the face and body and fol
lowed up well with his: right with telling 
effect. In the second round Hammer fought 
strongly at first but was stopped by Baines 
after one and a half minutes. 

FEATHERWEIGHT. Selby 8.13 d-efeated 
Darvill 8.9. Best loser: Darvill. Selby had 
a good stance and led off with a succession 
of straight lefts while Darvill put his head 
down and swung rather blindly but with 
some effect. A vigorous bout ensued until 
the end of the second round when a light
ing failure gave both boxers a br,eathing 
s.pace. In the third round, after lights had 
been r·esto.red, Selby convincingly out
pointed Darvill. 

LIGHTWEIGHT : McIntyre 9.2 defeated 
Russell 9.2. Best loser: Russell. This bout 
was postponed until 30th J uly and was 
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M clntyre v . Russell In Lightweight Final 

f'ought in the D-epot Drill Hall. It wa~ 
worth waiting for and in a very close con
test McIntyre emerged the winner. Russell 
maintained the off·ensive during all three 
rounds and although McIntyre scored well 
with good straight punches Russell inflicted 
a lot of damage. The pace was· fast and 
both boxers gave a very good account of 
themselves. 

LIGHT WELTERWEIGHT: Simmons 
9.12 defeated Rogers, B" 9.7. Best Loser: 
Rogers, B. A keenly contested bout in 
which Rogers' ·effective right swing!. had 
Simmons worried. However, Simmons 
scored well with his left and with 
straighter punching won on points in a 
fast and close con test. 

WELTERWEIGHT: Canning 10.3 defeat
-sd Giles 10.2. Best Losers: Gile ::, and Pate. 
Both boxers started .enthusiastically and 
maintained their pace throughout the bout. 
Canning had a good defence and parried 
many of Giles' punches. Giles may have 
done better with straighter punching in
stead of u~.ing a blow akin to a "chop". He 
was de:£eated by a narrow points margin. 



LIGHT MIDDLEWEIGHT: Lowe 10.9 
defeated Drapell' 10.9. Best Loser: Hamon. 
An untidy bout with a great deal of 
clinching. Lowe led off in good style and 
stopped Draper in the first round. 

MIDDLEWEIGHT: Bowler 11.6 defeated 
Cameron 11.3. Best Loser: Cameron. Bowler 
maintained an upright stance and punched 
cleanly while Cameron put his h-ead down 
and turned and ducked. Consequently he 
took a great deal of unnecessary punish-
111ent and was canvass·ed twice in the first 
two rounds. In the third round there was 
more stylish and spirited boxing especially 
by Came.ron but he had no chance of over
taking the lead Bowler had gained by his 
better performance in the two preceding 
rounds. 

LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT: Scot! 11.12 
defeated T'aylor 11.13 .. Best Loser: M·erril
lees. In the first round not many punches 
were landed although Scott was trying to 
force the, pace. The second round was 
somet hing 0.£ a tactical battle, Scott ap
parently trying for a decision punch and 
Tayl r retreating and s.coring whenev·er 
Scott was off balance. Both boxers were 
hitting w ell. In the final round Taylor was 

snowin g the effects of Scott's heavy body 
punches and his guard was not as effective 
as it had been. Scott was. able to score al
m03t at will and piled up a goad points 
margin. 

HEAVYWEIGHT: Hicks 13.3 defeated 
Lindsay 12.10. Best Loser: McDougall. An 
uninspiring bout in which Hicks fought 
rather than boxed and his "steamroller" 
tactic~. and hard punching completely b e
wildered Lindsay who was stopped in the 
second round. 

SHELLEY CUP: 
Th·e Shelley Cup fo.r 1957 was won by 

1. M. McIntyre, the winner of the Light
w eight Division. This is a fine performance 
for McIntyre also won it in 1956. As re
ported above his fight again~ t Russell in 
the Lightweight Final was extremely close 
and hard. Others well in the running for 
this cup, which is for the best exponent 
of the art of Boxing, were Selby, the 
featherweight winner; Canning, the welter
weight winner; Bowler, the Middleweight 
winner and Scott the light heavyweight 
winner. 

-Lt. Cdr. (E.) W. H. MONEY. 

Best Welterweight Losers - Pate and Ciles share the Gale e 
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Back R ow : B. ]. B oe tt ch er) D . S. Cameron ) F. O. A rc h er) D . M arrable) ]. L indsay) R. Co :: k ing) W. S. L owe) 
K. C. S mith . Front R ow: A. L. Barber) L. M . S. M aye) T . S. J ones (c.) L t. P. ]. K ennedy) R . Carin g) ]. S. 

Com pton ) C. W . Sp en ce. 

HOCKEY 
As in previous seasons, th'2 comparative 

scarcity of fixtures proved a setback. No 
hockey team can develop without plenty of 
match practice in particular and with three 
major spo,rts at the Coll-2ge in the Winter 
Term the number of fixtures was, of 
necessity somewhat restricted. However, 
despite gloomy pr'2dictions at the com
m'~'ncement of Term II, the Fir ~lt XI has 
acquitted itself quite well. 

J ones was appointed Hockey Captain and 
ably led th'2 team until injured in the re
turn match with RA.A.F. College. Through 
his unfortunate injury he miss,ed th e last 
th ree fix tures. 

Through inexperience, th'2 newcomers to 
hockey had difficulty in adapting them
selves to the vadous grounds and condi
tions with the result that the standard of 
play fluctuated to a marked '2xtent from 
game to game. With J ones: leading the for
wards and Garing providing gr,eat drive at 
centre half a quite efl2ctiv.e combination 
was produced at times. 

The match against RM.C. Duntroon, at 
home, provided the best hockey OIf th'2' sea
son. In a very keenly contested game 
RM.C. eventually won 3-2. Inexp'2rience 
and over-anxiety on the part OIn some of 
the College forwards incurred far too many 
off- side penalties and undoubt-2dly cost 
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RA.N.C. the match. 
Three matches against both the R.A.A.F. 

College and O:C.S. Ports ea, were play.ed. 
RA.N.C. proved superior to O.C.S. Portsea, 
in the deciding game but were no match 
for the RA.A.F. ColLege. 

Colours for the 1957 season were awarded 
to Garing and Barber, Jones having been 
awarded his colours at the end of the pre
viou_, season. 

RESULTS: 
Friday, 7th Jjune-RA.N.C. lost to O.C.S. 

Ports'2a, 2-I. 
Sunday, 9th June-RA.N:C. lost to RA.A.F . 

College, 9-0. 
Satu rday, 29th June-RA.N.C. lost to 

RM.C. Duntroon, 3-2. 
Satur day, 13th July-RA.N.C. defeated 

G.G. School, 7-0. 
Sunday, 14th July-RA.N.C. lost to 

RA.A.F. College, 5-3. 
Wednesday, 7th August-RA.N.C. defeat-2d 

O.C.S. Portsea, 4-0. 
Vledn2sday, 14th August-RA.N.C. lost to 

Melbourne H .S. , 4-2. 
Saturday, 17th August-RA.N.C. defeated 

O.C.S. Portsea, 4-3. 
W·zdnesday, 21st August-RA.N.C. lost to 

Melbourne H.S., ,o-I. 
-Lt. P . G. N . KENNEDY. 



ANNUAL 
CROSS 

A J au nty Strid e - Th is is th e L ife 

The Cross Country was held on Friday 
9t:1 August. This y,ear's COUH,e varied some·· 
what from courses run in previous years 
bu t it contained neverthel-ess all the fea
tures which have made previous courses: 
n otor ious. 

Crib Peint, with a kindly eye for our 
welfare, gave us a day of incessant rain 
and this brought the swamp and the pigsty 
up to their heartbr,eaking best for the 
occasion. 

The Juniors, got away first but the two 
favourites for the ·s vent, C.C.C. Lowe and 
S.C.C. Taylor, both of Cook Year soon 
established a commanding lead. As they 
passed the check point at the Outer West 
Gate, Lowe held a ten yard lead from Tay
lor with the remainder of the field dropping 
back. It was fairly comfortable going from 

L a t W ord -
be n o w ater in th e swamp today chaps" 

'·'O ver th e hills an d far (too far) aw ay" 

there to the Swamp but here conditions 
wer·e' atrocious. Lowe pas 5: ed through still 
holding a narrow lead from Taylor and the 
rest of the field gradually got through, 
half running, half swimming. 

At the finish Lowe was some fifty yards 
in front of Taylor. This was Lowe's second 
win in two years and both his effort and 
Taylor's were first class. 

1. C. Watson of Flinders Y e'ar who 
crossed the line in fourth plaoe did very 
well to win the Under 17 trophy. 

Commodore J . Plunkett-Cole pr·esented 
the cups to Lowe and Watson, and cake :o 
to the respective year winners who wer·2: 
Lowe (Cook Year); Clarke (Burnett Year); 
Watson (Flinders Y-e ar); Jones (Jervis 
Year) ; Compton (Phillip Year) . 

" I' ve gone about as far . . . 

COUNTRY 
1957 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL COLLEGE 
SAILING CLUB 

Flag Officers and Officials, 1956-57 

Commodores N. A . M ackinnon and ]. Plunkett-Col" 

Vice Commodores C. V . Cladstone and I . H . 
Cartwright 

R ear Commodore ]. Lancaster 

Cadet Sailing M aster P . Cilmour-Walsh 

A . H . Trewin Esq. , H on. Se cre tary 

Cl M I . M . Mcln tyre, H on. A ssis. S ecre tary 

Cl M ]. C. Lindsay, H on . Treasurer 

C I M C. H ammer, Hon . A ssis. Treasurer 

C. F. Adeney Esq., H on. Auditor 

Ta m o'Shanter beat ing past South Head 



CLUB BUSINESS 

Founded in 1954 by Captain R J. Robert
son, D.S.C. , RA.N. , and elected a member 
of the Victorian Yachting Council in 1955, 
the RA.N.C.S.C. was. fully constituted in 
August, 1956, and began a very full and 
interesting sailing season of dinghy matches 
and class yacht ocean, and bay races. 

Team matches wer,e sailed against 
RB.Y.C. Cadets' in Western POort and POort 
Phillip for the Richardson Trophy (which 
we hold at pres·ent) ; very keen triangular 
contests of six boats a side were held on 
VoTestern POort at RB.Y.C. and at RSt.K.Y.C. 
(the series won by St. Kilda), and we·ek-end 
visits were exchanged for the fir st time 
with cadets of the Royal Ge-elong Yacht 
Club. 

Except fOor very sound defeats by 
RG.Y.C. cadets m the Yachting World 
Cadets (club made and privately owned) 
on Corio Bay, we have gene.rally held our 
own in 12 and 14 ft. dinghies-particularly 
with the tide on our side in W,estern Port 
Bay! 

The younger generation of Victorian 
Ladie.s' Yacht Club members vis,ited us for 
a team's match in our RN.S.A. Dinghies. 
It was V'eJry gallant of us , in view of the 
strong wind, but quite unnecessary we 
found, to have OTI-=, of our best coxswains 
a s· adviser and foresheet hand in each 
V.L.Y.C. boat. 

An eight boats a side match won against 
the WardroOom F.N.D. was one of our last 
teams races for the season. 

Club Coxswain Championships wer,e con
tinued and a very magnific-ent mounted 
shield donated by S. W. Gibson, Esq. , owner 
of "Four Winds" and hono,rary member of 
the Club, was awarded for the fir st time 
to C./M. Mclntyre after pr·esentation by 
Mrs. Gibson to Commodore Plunkett-Cole 
at Sunday Morning Divisions. 

The activities of RA.N.C.S.C. Yacht 
"Four Winds", recounted ,elsewhere, gave 
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many cade t members valuable experience 
in long distance racing, night sailing, s,ail 
changing, navigation and large yacht hand
ling. 

We are gr,eatly indebted to Mr. Stanley 
Gibson for the US-2' of this boat which he 
has maintainEd at a high level Oof efficiency. 

As the season progressed, club mem
bership rose to 9 non-active senior mem
bers, 17 active senior members and 58 
cad-et members. 

A club tie was instituted-a navy blue 
tie bearing a small motif in gold and red 
of a naval crOown surmountir.g a stockless 
anchor. 

Club members may also, if they can 
afford it, wear an embroider-ed pocket 
carrying the club burgee-a blue pennant 
bearing the Cadet midshipman's button and 
twist. 

- A.H.T. 

THE SHARP CUP: 
This trophy, presented by the 1947 

(Flinder Year) Entrv in memory of the 
late Sub-Lieutenant Peter Sharp RA.N., is 
awarded for Single Handed Skiff Coxswain 
Championships and was first competed for 
in Term Ill, 1956. 

Twelve heats and four semi-finals 
throughout the term from a large entry of 
72 cadets re:ulted in the follOowing finalists: 
M. W. D. White, A . R Mitchell, G. T. 
Cowddl, R N. Walker frOom Passing-Out 
Years and J . C. Lindsay and P . Gilmour
Walsh from Cook Year. 

An exciting race, at first with "bottles" 
and protest flags flying in those afloat, it 
became a on e,-man event with Walker the 
only competitOor not cap:iz,ed, disqualified or 
withdrawn by the end of the fourth lap. 
With careful sailing in a very strong vari
able wind and fast ebbing tide he succ-ess
fully completed the course. 

-A.H.T . 



THE SYDNEY -HOBART 
Tarn O'Shanter's Luxury Cruise ! 

Extensively refitted in December, 1956, 
with modified mast-head rig, plastic coated 
upper deck, pulpit, quick recognition mark
ing of cleats and halliard Sl, and many other 
alterations and adjustments to g·ear and 
fittings, "Tam-o-Shanter" began a series of 
hard work-outs with her Melbourne-Sydney 
crew comprising Lieut-enant Commander 
Lancaster (skipper), Lieutenant Com
mander Nicholas (navigator), Lieutenants 
Spurgeon and Crawford, and Cadet Mid
shipmen Doyle, G. D. White and Gilmour
Walsh. 

Melbourne to Sydney: 
This 600 mile race was full of incidents< 

and provided .excellent practice for the 
next marathon. Fourth in a field of eight, 
Tam-O-Shanter cover·ed the distance in 5 
days, 12 hours and 7 minutes. The out
standing feature could well have been 
C./M. Doyle's prodigious appetite 

Sydney to Hobart: 
During the week in Sydney storing ship, 

repairing gear and ·enjoying hospitality at 
C.Y.C.A., Commander Gladstone arrived as 
skipper and owing to loss of a crew mem
ber at the la ~lt minute Staff Cadet Crawford 
(little brother fro~ R.M.C . Duntroon) filled 
the gap as a first-time-to-sea novice. The 
race began in per£ect weather and a spin
naker was s·et before a freshening nor' 
cast-:T. H owever, towards night the wind 
worked into the south and stayed with u s. 
all the second day. It blew hard and soon 
T.O.S. had an air of complete discomfort. 
Th'2 whole boat and everything in her was 
sodden and the brothers Crawford vied for 
first place in the Mal-de-mer Stakes. 

At 1800, the routine time for a radio 
schedule, we heard that yachts, twenty 
miles ahead were in a strong blow. Being 
cO'npletely becalmed and beneath a 
threat-'2ning overcast we reefed in slow 
time to avoid being caught out. This crafty 
piece of anticipation turned out to be a 
tactical error as that particular blow never 
reached u s, and ou r second night was sp·2nt 
ghos,ting in light airs . 

N early all the third day we ft·ew our 
mast-hEad spinnaker and T arn's upper d ecks 
were reminiscent of the Cad ets' scranbag 
at a cl-saring sale . With gathering darkness 

we entered BassI Strait and suffered several 
aggravating hours of light air~\ while 
gloomy overcast with distant lightning on 
t he southern horizon ke pt us wondering. 

Daylight on the fourth day brought a 
fresh SOll-we ::ter and saw Tarn with a bone 
in her teeth. The wind freshen·sd steadily 
and by midday we were forced to reef 
down and finally to go under jib ruon·e'. It 
was noticeable too that we were taking in 
a lot more water. 

W e raced through that night under storm 
jib and double re·efed tri-sail sometimes 
making good six knots with the wind 
reaching Force 8. Next morning the wind 
moderated although the ~ea stayed high 
and lumpy, and on the radio W 2' heard that 
"Lauriana", mother ship for the race, had 
blown out her complete wardrobe of sails, 
lost her scr·ew, and was standing by to be 
takJen in tow. 

From that extreme we sailed into a calm 
off Cape Freycinet on the morning of the 
fifth day, until a fresh westerly Slent u s 
scampering down the coast; and after 
blowing out a genoa and reefing down Tarn 
arrived off Tasman Island Light at 1900. 
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Unfortunately a shift of wind to the 
south robbed us of the chance of closing 

«Yacht ing good-oh" 



" It 's not funn y m y lad" 

the land and ~·o it was decided to press on 
to southward and go about when sufficient 
S'2a room was gained for a lead into Storm 
Bay. 

By 2200 very high seas were running and 
the wind was well up to Force 8 mark 
when it was decided to go about. As we 
were about to fling a mighty waV·2 came 
aboard and swiftly changed our minds. 

Has,tily dropping the double reefed main 
and jib, and after 1:1uch struggling, we set 
sail again to the northwards under storm 
jib alol1-2. By this stage the crew worked 
in three watches, two hours on deck, two 
hours bailing, followed by two hours of 
semi-coma on the cabin sole to try and 
warm up. At times, the leach of the jib 
would flog and shake th·2 boat to her keel. 
Two hours passed by before the next un
wanted visitor ca!l1e aboard. This mighty 
comber came over the port quarter and 
suddenly the whole b::>at wa~ buried in 
seething white water. Lieutenant Crawford 
at the h 2lm, Quite convinced that Tammo 
had gone, groped. ior his safety belt Clip 
and wished that helmsmen had ejection 
seats. 

We then ran under bare pol-es with storm 
warp and sea anchor streamed. The watch 
0:1 d eck were still able to man the helm al
though to leok aft at the oncoming seas 
curling out of the darkness was very bad 
for jaded nerves. 
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The SC'2ne below was one of soggy 
squalor, and above the howling and pound
ing of the ga le , a keen young woman on 
the radio wondered whether we would 
"like to m·eet a nice old fashioned girl". 
Gnashing of teeth! On New Year' sl Eve too! 

At 0500 on the first of January some 
twenty mil,es east of Tasman Island a 
wet and weary crew S·2t sail again, beating 
back to the land and tussling with the big 
"Nirvana" for the honours of rounding Tas
man Light. 

Tam-o-Shanter ghosted up the Derwent 
and arrived about 100 yards from the finish
ing line as th·2 light airs failed completely. 
We commenced a slow drift with the ebb 
back the way we had come. 

We finally crossed the line in a catspaw 
and had the wonderful experience of enter
ing Constitution Dock to the applause of a 
large crowd. 

Tarn was slipped immediately and sur
veyed in view of the amount of water b-2ing 
taken in. The Lloyds surv,ey report indic
ated that, among other th:ngs, "numerous 
seams had opened" and so arrangements 
w re made to ship h·2·r back t·:) Melbourne 
in H .M.A.S. Sydney at a later date. 

-Lt. (P.) C. H. C. SPURGEON. 

" H ow do I kno w w here we are? 
- I 'm only the navi,f!.ator.''' 



Four Winds 
The C.Y.C.A. pontoon in Rushcutter':3:, Bay 

at Christmas is crammed with yachts com
peting in the Sydney-Hobart Ocean Race. 
Streams of curious visitors admire this or 
that boat and discuss its prospeds of win
ning the coveted trophy. A small 28-footer 
drew the attention of many last y-ear and 
provoked speculation not as to its chance 
of winning but wheth er it was in fact a 
comp·etitor. "Surely not - - -" , "It's mighty 
small - - -", " - - - probably all right fur 
harbour cruising - - -", were typical com
ments. She wa :: "Four Winds". 

Melbourne to Sydney: 
A few days previously "Four Winds" had 

arrived somewhat battered after competing 
in the 600 mi1e haul from Melbourne,. In 
this remarkable race of extr·emely variable 
wjnd and unpredictable southerly drift off 
the N.S.W. coast, the winning chanoes of 
each boat varied almost hourly. 

Her novic·2 crew (skipper included) im
proved con::l:derably to keep her in the race 
and when the finishing line was crossed, 
"Four Winds" had a fractured boom 
"fished" with the boom gallows, a diamond 
shroud spreader carved from a hatch 
board and jury running backstays. Repair s 
in Sydney included the making of ,a new 
boom with new and untried roller reefing 
gear which later proved invaluable . 

Fair(?) Weather 
Sydney to Hobart: 

Des-pite h·er sails gasping for the wind 
that filled the larger sails around her 
"Four Winds" was not the last to clear 
Sydney Heads and set cours'e for Gabo 
Island some two hundred miles to th'2 south 
in unpl"'edictable but fairly tolerable 
weather. Good progress wa :3:' made until, 
early in the n : ght of 28th D-e'cember, sh0'rt
ly after Gabo, a Southerly Buster forc·2d 
reefing down of the main and seating of a 
storm jib. 

After the initial v~ olence the wind b e
came st·eady and strong from the south
west and even under greatly reduoed can
vas "Four Wind :3:I" made an average six 
knots during the next two days. 

A period of calm followed (time to cook 
food and dry clothes) when the barometer, 
which had been low, nosedived-but the 
expected wind was slow in coming and it 
was not until N·ew Year's Eve, after a day 
of variable winds, that a steadily increa :: 
ing south-we~s.terly arrived . 

By sunset we were forced t0' hand the 
main and shortly afterwards it becam·= 
desirable to hand the storm jib, but it was 
then impos1sible to go for'ad with any hope 
of survival. 

«H om e was never like th is)) 
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The barQmeter now rose and the sea and 
wind incr·2·ased with it. "Four Winds" lay 
beam on to the weather and rode the huge 
seas weV. 

Occasionally a large wave broke Qver the 
boat with a sickening thud, and around 
midnight one larger than the r lest carried 
away the storm jib. 

We Slang "Auld Lang Syne" with forced 
gusto and settled back to. wait for dawn 
with hopE's of some moderation in the 
weather. There was nothing else to. do. 

A miserable squally day brought no sign 
of moderation. Huge sea~l, the-ir crests ~ost 
in spindrift tQwered menacingly above us 
and the wind shrieked madly through the 
rigging. Towards noon wind eased a little 
and und·er difficult conditions a headsail and 
later a much reefed main were set. We had 
been drifting fourteen hours. 

Our position wa ~1 somewhat uncertain 
as the direction and speed of our drift were 
difficult to. estimate but by making as much 
westing as possible we eventually make a 
landfall off Maria Island, on January 2nd. 

The race was not over and twel v·e 
fru~'trating hours were spent becalmed Qff 
Cape P illar before finding a wind which 
brought us to Hobart on the ev,ening of 
January third, where a heart-warming re
ception by what seem·2d an enormous crowd 
made us feel it had .all been worth while. 

It seems appropriate to mention some 
of th·e· lessons learned. 

Accurate course-k.eeping iSI possible in a 
small boat under most conditions, but when 

« A lif e on the ocean wave" 

working to wind ward with sails well
reefed, the leeway is '2 asy to under-,estimate 
and failure to allow for this additional lee
way put "Four Winds" ~ ,ixty miles off 
course betwe·en Gabo and Cape Pillar. 

Sydney to Hobart is 680 miles but "Four 
Winds" travelled nearly 800 miles-a costly 
navigational errQr. 

Secondly, it seems that a boat will ride 
out a severe storm in I1ea~iQ.nable comfort 
lying beam on to the weather; and finally, 
cheerfulness in adversity is a vital factor 
in an Ocean Racing Crew. 

-Lt. Cdr. (E.) W. H . MONEY. 

"F our Winds" Racing Results - 1956-57 Season 
Race: Melbourne-Sydney. Plac·e: 5th out of 

8. Crew: Lt. W. Money, A. H. Trewin , S. 
Gibson, C. Carter, C./M. P . Lambert. 

Race: Sydney-Hobart. Place: 22nd out of 
28. Crew: Lt. W. MQney, S. Gibson, C. 

Carter, W. Thompson, K. Ryan. 

Rac·e: Lady Nelson Trophy . Plac-e: 17th out 
of 24. Crew : Lt. Cdr. J . Lancaster, Sub-Lt. 
B. Hamill, A. Trewin, S. Gib ::<on, C.P.O. 
J. Fargher. 

Race: Livingston Cup. Place: 6th out of 8. 
Crew: Lt. H. Spurgeon, Lt. W. Money, A. 
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Trewin, C./M. G . Hammer, C./M. A. 
Farquhar. 

Ra 2: V.Y:C. Regatta. Plac·2: 2nd out of 3. 
Crew: Lt. H. SpurgeQn, Lt. W. Money, A 
Trewin, C./M. D. Cameron, C./M. T . Har
rison. 

Race: Tarn O'Shanter Trophy. Place: 10th 
out of 13. Cr ew: Lt. W. Money, Lt. Cdr. P . 
Russell-Brown, C./M. R. MelIor , C./M. T 
Harrison. 

Race : Caraid Cup. Place: 1st Qut of 7. 
Crew: Cdr. G. Gladstone, Lt. W. Money, 
S. G ibson, C./M. P. Lambert, C./M. P . 
O'Loughlin. 



Olympic Stars, Mr . H . Ho gan and Mr . C. R idgway give advice 

INTER-SERVICE COLLEGES' ATHLETICS MEETING - 1957 

Saturday, 19th OctobEr, witn2ssed what 
might be the final series of triangular com
petition in Athletics between R.A.N.C. , 
R.A.A.F. College and O.C.S. Portsea. 

A glorious summer day mad 2 conditions 
idE·al for spectators and co·npetitors and 
our thanks go to the hosts, O .C.S. , Portsea 
for the splendid organization of the meet· 
ing. We wer·e anxi.~us to record our fifth 
successive win in this competition and so 
go off to J ervis Bay in at least a blaze of 
athletic glory. 

The meeting opened auspiciously when 
W. S . Lowe, after leading for most of the 
d':'stance scored narrowly from R. G . Tay
lor, in the 880 yards ·Championship. The 
time of 2.8.1 was w-2ll outside Lowe's record 
cf 2.6 for this event. 

Our best in the 100 yards Champions11ip 
was D. D. Marrable, who ran third. The 
High Jump saw a new record established 
whEn R. C. TannE·r ~f O.C.S. jump·ed 5 ft. 
8 in. 

D. D . Marrable of Phillip Year, won the 
Shot Putt with a putt of 33 ft . 8~ in., a 
fine effort as he wa, very lightly built in 
comparison with most of his opponents. 
D. H. Blazey, of Burnett Year gain2d third 
place in the 220 yards, while our long 
jumpers, J . A.. Crawford and B. G. Draper 
came second and third respectiv·ely in their 
event. D . D. Marrable oonvincingry won 
the 120 yards Hurdles in 17 secs. and he 
should improve sufficiently to break the 
record in this event very soon. 
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We suffered an unexpected defeat in the 
Mi12 l\I.ied l(y Relay, the O.C.S. T 2am putting 
up a splendid performance to easily win 
this event. 

At afternoon tea we held a slight ad
vantage in the Points Score ,over O.C.S. and 
a close finish leoked certain. 

One of our best succeSS2S of th·2 after-
noon was achieved soon after when 
our Tug of' War team was successful against 
O.C.S., thus gaining us some very v'aluabh~ 
pomts. P .O. Rackett was of trem ' ndous as
sist.ance to us in this event. Further succes
ses followed wh-en B. G . Draper, of Phillip 
Year and J .• '.1.. Crra wford, ~f Jervis Year, 
took the first two pbc:es in the Hop. Step 
and Jump, while G. A. Simmons and R G. 
Taylor ran splendidly in the Mile Cham
pionship to be narrowly defeated by G. A. 
Jenkins, of RA.A.F. College in a most 
exciting finish. S. E. Banks took thi r d placc 
in th-e Discus and J. K . Ingram r,an with 
great determination to run second in the 
440 yards Championship. 

With the Javelin and the 4 x 110 Yards 
Relay remaining we held a lead of 17 
points ,over O.C.S. so that wh·2n we tied 
for First P Lace with them in the Relay, 
the meeting was completed and we had 
won for the fifth successive Y·2ar. 

Final Points Score: 
1st RA.N.C. .. .. .. .. 119 
2nd O.C.S. 107 
3rd RA.A.F.C. . . .. . . 80 



R.A .N .C. ANNUAL ATHLETICS MEETING 
The College Athletics Meeting for 1957 

was held at th·2 end of the Athletics Sea
son and after the Interservice College 
Meeting. 

As a result ,of the extra period of train· 
ing some fine performances were registered 
and many athletes who represented the 
College in the previous meetings found 
themselves eclipsed by c.th·2rs wr.o had 
gained from the extra training. 

The meeting was held on Saturday, 26th 
October. The cind·srs track had suffered a 
good deal from recent rains but owing to 
t he efforts of Mr. Goodwin and C.P .O. 
Gasco-igne and P.O. Rackett it was in quit2 
good condition. 

There were many fin-2 individual achieve
ments in the day's events and the meeting 
was Extr·:: mely successful. Four records 
were broken and ,one was equalled. 

Th= outstanding athlete for the year 
was D. D. Marrable of Phillip Year. H e 
a m assed '67 championship points which 
easily gave him the title of Seni.ol 
Champion. His wins included the Open 100 
yards, the Open 220, the 120 yards hurd12s 
and the Discus, while he was second in the 
Long Jump, the Shot Putt and the Javelin . 
He ran third in the 440 yards. 

Thes·2 fine efforts revealed his VErsatility 
which is the stamp of a goo d athlete and 
his suc~ess this yelar, for which he was 
awarded Colours, should be repeated in 
future years. This would undoubtedly be 
the first o2casion on which a First Year 
Cadet has been College Champion but ~!ith 
th ~ new Entry methods it may happ-2n quite 
frequently in the future. 

W . S. Lcwe, of Cook Year, was runner 
up. LQwe has been a forc·e in College 
Athl.etes for som'2 time and this year won 
the 880 yards Championship and 440 yard s 
Championship. 

G. A. Simmons ran a magnificent race 
t o win the Open Mile in the record tim·2 of 
4 mins. 40.9 :,ecs ., which broke the existing 
record by 45 secs. Simmons and TaYlor. R. 
ran strjde for stride for more than three 
laps until Simmons began to stride away 
and in a withering last 220 he cleared ,out 
to win by about twelve yards. 

Two new records were established bv B. 
Draper, of Phillip Year. He won the Open 
Hop. Step and Jump (although only a 
Junior) with a distance of 40 fe-?t 1U 
inches, adding more than a fOOot to. the 
existing rE:c.ord. In this event second and 
third placegetters, A. L . Barber and R. T. 
Derbidge both exceeded the previous r '2-
cord also. 

B. Draper also crelated a record in the 
Junior Long Jump by leaping 19 feet 9 

in ches as against the previous record of 19 
feet 2 ~ inch·ss. As he is only in First Year 
we can exp Ect some fin-s' performances in 
the future. 

R. S. Blue .of Flinders Y.ear, won the 
title c£ Jun ior Champion with a total of 
27 ~ points. He won the Jun;or 100 yards 
and the Junior 220 y,ards in which he 
created a new record of 24.9 secs. He then 
showed his ver3atility by running second 
in the Junior 880 yards. He will give 
Marrable and otneE. la worthy' struggle for 
th-e Senior Championship in 1958. 

F . O. Archer Oof Flinders Year equalled 
the existing rec.ord of R. T. Derbidge of 
Cook Ye·ar in the Junior 120 Yards Hurdles. 

Oth·er performances of merit WEre a 
10ve1y leap by A. L. Barber to win the Long 
Jump; Watscn's win in th e Junior 880 
yards; K . Smith'~; win in the Open High 
Jump ; P. C. Hick's win in the Open Shot 
Putt; P . R. Bowl-er 's victory in th e Open 
Javelin and B. G . Roger's win in the 
Junior Mile. 

Keen interest was aroused in th:: 
Obstacle Races, T . Darvill winning the 
Junior and P . C. Hicks (largest body 
afloat) winning the Senior. 

The Staff Relay wa -:. w on by th'2 Officers' 
T'2am in convincing :fiashion. (The last re
corded win for the Officers wOould have 
been about 1886-Editor). 

The Children's Rac·2 went t. :) t he Human
ities Staff with Ross Wilde and Beverley 
Clark sharing the spoils. The gesture of 
the Sports Officer LL:ut. Crawford-every 
starter gets a prize-guaranteed a ~.atisfied 
group of contestants. 

Full d '2tails of the Sports Day are as 
follows. 

Open 100 yds.: Marrable, 1; Lowe, 2; 
Blazey, 3. Time, 11 secs. 

Junior 110 yds.: Blue and Ingram equal 
1; Archer, 3. Time, 11.2 secs. 

D. D. Marrab!e, Open Champion and W. S . Lowe, 
runner-up discuss points with M r. D . Thompson 



B . D ra per - R ecords in Open Hop, Step and 
Ju m p -- Jun ior Long Ju m p 

Open Long Jump: Barber, 1; Marrable, 2 ; 
Derbidge, 3. 20 ft. 5 ins. 

Junior High Jump: MacDonald, 1; Sedg
wick, 2; Nash, 3. 5 ft. 

Open 880 yds.: Lowe, 1; Taylor, 2; Ryall, 
3. Time: 2 mins. 6.8 secs. 

Junior 880 yds.: w,atson, 1; Blue, 2 ; 
Lynch, 3. Time, 2 mins. 14.2 secs. 

Open Discus: Marrable, 1; Garing, 2; 
Draper, 3. 94 ft. 11 ins. 

Open High J1ump: Smith, 1; Barber, 2; 
Derbidge, 3. 5 ft. 3t ins. 

Junior Long Jump : Draper, 1; Ingram, 2 ; 
Barber, 3. 19 ft. 9 ins. (rec ord). 

Junior 220 yds.: Blue, 1; Ingram, 2; 
Archer, 3. Time, 24.9 secs. (record). 

Open 220 yds: Marrable, 1; Lowe, 2 ; 
Blazey, 3. Time, 24.6 secs. 

Open Sh .t Putt: Hicks, 1; Marrable, 2 ; 
Garing, 3. 36 ft . 3 in:J. 

Open Hop, Step and Jump : Draper, 1; 
Derbidge, 2; Barber, 3. 40 ft. 11 ;!- ins. (re
cord) . 

Junior 120 y ds. Hurdle~: Arch er , 1; Ru -
sell, 2: G a,ring. 3. 18.8 se J. (equ als record ). 

Open 120 yds. Hurdles: M,arrable , 1; Der
bidge , 2 ; Smith, 3. Time, 17.5 se·cs. 

Open Javelin: Bowler, 1; Marrable, 2; 
Walker, 3. 139 ft. 3 ins. 

Open 440 yds.: Lowe, 1; Ingram, 2: lVlar r 
able, 3. Time, 54 fJecs. 

Junior Mile : Roger s, B ., 1: L y n ch , 2; 
Boettcher. 3. Time, 5 mins. 10.6 secs. 

Open Mile: Simmons, 1; Taylor., 2 ; Ryall , 
3. Time, 4 rnins. 40.9 secs . (record). 

Junior Obstacle Race : Darvill. 
Senior Obstacle R'3.ce: Hi cks. 

R.A.N.C. RECORDS AS AT OCTOBER, 1957 
OPEN: 
100 · yds: 10. 3 flecs., R. J . Tulip, 1946 ; J . C. 

WaIler, 1950. 
220 yds.: 23.2 secs., R. J. Tulip, 19,16. 
440 yds.: 52.6 s-ecs., I. D. MacDougall. 1955. 

880 yds.: 2 mins. 3.9 secs., I. D. MacDougall, 
1955. 

Mile : 4 mins. 40.9 secs.: G. A. Simmons, 
1957. 

120 yd~l. Hurdles : 16.5 secs. D. F . James, 
1954. 

High Jump : 5 ft. 6 ins. , F. R . Woods , 1948. 
Long Jump: 20 ft. 10~ ins., J. S. Austin , 

1940. 
Hop, Step and Jump: 40 ft. lIt ins., B. 

Draper, 1957. 
Shn t Putt, 40 ft., B. D. Jacobs, 1951. 
Discus: 100 ft. 6i in~I. , R. J. Nattey, 1956. 
Javelin, 148 ft. 3 ins. R. L. Austin , 1956. 

JUNIOR: 
]00 yds.: 11 secs., K . W . Shand~J, 1940 ; A. F. 

Sallmann, 1942; R. J. Tulip, 1945. 
220 yds.: 24.9 secs., R. S. BLuE, 1957. 
880 yds.: 2 mins. 8.9 secs. : W. S . Lowe, 

195'6. 
Mile: 4 mins. 48.5 secs., A. G. Johnson, 

1954. 
120 yd ~,. Hurdles, 18.8 secs., R. T. De:" bidge, 

1956; F. O. Archer, 1957. 
High Jump, 5 ft. 2 ~ ins. F. R. Woods, 1946. 
Lcm g Jump, 19 ft. 9 ins ., B . D J:"I3.per, 1957. 

D. D. Ma rrable wins Sh ot Putt in In ter-S erv ice 
C ollege Sports 



V ALETE. 

COOK YEAR - 1954 ENTRY 
BARBER, A. L. 

Ohristian Brothe.rs' College', Fremantle, 
W.A. 
1st XVIII '56, '57, Colours '57; 1st XI 
Hockey '56, '57, Colours '57 ; 1st XI Soccer 
'54, '57; 1st VIII Tenni~', '57; Athletics 
Team '56, '57 : Curry Cup Team '57 ; 
Bronze Medallion. 

COCKING, R. J. 
FIIe'mantle Boys' High, Fremantle, W.A. 
Swimming Team, '55, '57; 1st XI Soccer, 
'57 ; l ~t XI Hockey, '57; Bronze Medallion. 

DERBIDGE, R. T. 
C.E.G,.S., Brisbane, Queensland. 
1st VIII Tennis, '57; 1st XV Rugby, '57; 
Ccmbined Services' Colleges, l ~t XV '57 ; 
1st XI Hockey, '57; 1st XVIII, '56, '57 ; 
Colours '57; Athletics Team, '5'0, '57 : 
Bronz·2 MedaU; on. 

DUNLOP, J. C. 
North Sydney Boys' High, Sydn.;y, N.S.W. 
Bronze Medallion, 1956. 

GILES, R. B. 
The Sc:>is School, Bathurst, N.S.W. 
Swimming Team, '57: 1st XI Hockey, '57; 
Flying Licence '57 ; Bronze Medallion. 

GILMOUR· VV ALSH, P. A. J. 
St. Ign:ltius College, Riverv'.- w, Sydr.-;y, 
N.S,W. 
Sailing 'Deam '54, '55, '56, '57; Boats,' 
Colours '57; 1st XV Rugby, '56, '57; 
Colours '56; Captain '57; Combined Ser
vices' Colleges 1st XV '56, '57. Captain 
'57; Curry Cup T eam '56, '57; 1st XVIII, 
57; Bantamweight Champion, '55; Bronze 
Medallion, '56; Cadet Captain, '57. 

COOK ¥EA.R-1954 

BURNETT YEAR-1957 

GLEN. R. I. A. 
Cranbrook SchooL Sydn.e,y, N.S.W. 
Bronze Medallion, '56; Sailing T'eam, '57. 

HARVEY, J. C. 
Geelo,ng Grammar School, Victoria. 
Swimming Team, '55, '56, '57. Bronze 
Medallion, '56. 

LAMBERT, P. 
Wyong High School, Wyong, N.S.W. 
Swimming Team, '54, '55, '56, '57. Colours 
'56; Captain, 57; Interservice Swimming, 
'56, '57: 1st XI Soccer, '56, '57; Sailing 
T 2·am, '55, '56, '57; Curry Cup Team, '56, 
'57 ; 1st XV Rugby, '57; Award of Merit, 
'56; Flying Licence '57 . 

LINDSA Y, J. C. 
Elwood Central School, Elwooo, Vie. 
1 <:t XVIII, '56, '57; 1st XI Soccer, '54-'57; 
Sailing Team, '57; Curry Cup Team, '56, 
'57; Boats Colours, '57; Bronze Medallion, 
'56, 

LOWE, W. S. 
Newington Colleg,~, Sydn.ey, N,S.W. 
1st XV Rugby, '56, '57, Colours, '57: CO'TI 
bin.ed Services' College, 1st XV '57; 1st 
XVIII, '5'7; 1st XI Hockey, '56, '57 ; Ath
letics Tea '''1. '55-'E)7: IntHservice Athkti ~s, 

'56, '57; Curry Cup T'eam, '56, '57; Cap
tain, '57; Athletic :-, Colcurs , '56: Croc:, 
Countr:v Winner, '56, '57 ; Open Sculls, '57: 
Flying Licence, '57; Light welter Division 
Champion, '56; Lt.-middle, '57; Bronze 
Medallion, '56; Cadet Captain, '56; Chief 
Cadet Captain, '57; Governor General's 
Cup, '57. 

L YNEHAM, P. R. 
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Perth Boys' High SchooL Perth, W.A. 
1st XVIII '57; Brcmzle Medallion, '57. 



MARTIN, R. W. D. 
Manly Boys' High SchooL Sydney, N.S.W. 
Junior Singles Tennis Champion '55; 
Junior Doubles '55; 1st XI Cricket, '55 , 
'56, '57; Colours, '57 ; Combined Servic·es 
College~" 1st XI, '56, '57 ; 1st XVIII '57 ; 
Bronze Medallion, '56. 

McINTYRE, I. M. 
Melbourne Grammar Sohool. Vidoria. 
Sailing Team, '54-'57; Captain of Boats, 
'57, Gibson Shi1eld, '57; Colours, '57; Curry 
Cup Team, '57; Swimming Team, '55- '57; 
IntErs·~rvice Team, '57; Swim.ming Colours 
'57; Bantam Champion, '56 ; Lightweight 
'57 ; Shelley Cup, '56, '57; Award of Merit, 
'56: Flying Licence, '57; Cadet Captain, 
'57. 

O'LOUGHLIN, P. J. 
Sacred Heart College, SOIl!r; rton Park, 
S.A. 
1st XVIII, '54-'57; Colours, '55; Captain , 
'57 ; 1st XV, Rugby, '57 ; Sailing Team, '57 ; 
Athl~tics Team, '54- '57; Curry Cup, '57; 
Bronze Medallion, '56. 

PARR, R. K. 
Essendon High School. Victoria. 
Athletics Team, '5'6; 1st XVIII , '56, '57 ; 
Colours, '57; Bronze Medallion, '56. 

PARTINGTON, R. N. 
Hutchins School. Hobart, Tas. 
Bronze Medallion ; Award of Merit; Fly
weight Boxing Champion '56; Sailing 
Team, '5'6, '57; 1st XVIII '57. 

PAYNE, R. F. 
Wyong High School, Wyong, N.S.W. 
Swimming Team, '54-'57; 1st XI Soccer, 
'56, '57; Bronze M·sdallion, '56. 

SELBY. R. 
Newcastle Boys' High School. N.S.W. 
Swimming Team, '54- '57; 1st XVIII , '57; 
1st XI Soccer, '54, '56; Lightweight cham
pion, '57; Bronze Medallion ; Flying 
Licence '57. 

SIMMONS, G. A. 
Geelong Grammar School. Victoria. 
1st XVIII, '54, '56, '57; Colours, '56; Ath
letic ~ Team, '56, '57; Colours, '57; Inter
service A thbtics, '57; Curry Cup, '57 ; 1st 
XV Rugby, '57; Flyweight Champion, '54 ; 
Welterw Eigh t '57; Bronze Medallion, '56 ; 
Tennis VIII, '56, '57; Doubles Champion
~hip '57; Tennis Captain, '57; Senior Cadet 
Capbin, '57. 

SMITH, G. R. 
Frankston High School. Victoria. 
Bronze Medallion '56 ; Sailing Team, '56, 
' 57 ; 1sIt XVIII '57 ; Flying Licence, ' 57. 

TA YLOR, R. G. 
Toowoomba East State School. Queens
land. 
1st XV Rugby '56, '57; 1st XI Cricket, '56, 

'57; Captain, '57 ; Colours, '57; Combined 
Services College, 1st XI, '5-7; Curry Cup 
Team, '57; Bronze M-edallion, '5-6; Com
bined Services' Colleges' 1st XV Rugby ; 
Cadet Captain, '56; Senior Cadet Captain 
'57 . 

WALKINGTON, D. G. 
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Unley High School, Adelaide, S .A. 
1st XI Hockey, '56, '57 ; Bronze M·edallion, 
'56. 

BURNETT YEAR - 1957 ENTRY 
BOWLER, P. R. 

S1, Jos,: ,ph's College, Hunters HilL Syd
ney, N.S.W. 
1st XI Cr icket, '57 ; Colours, '57; Farncomb 
Cup for Cricket, '57; Combined Services' 
Colleges 1st XI, '57; 1st XV Rugby, '57 ; 
1 ~.t XVIII , '57; Middleweight Champi'Jn , 
'57; Sailing Team, '57; Bronze Medallion , 
'57. 

BLAZEY, D. H. 
The Scots College, Sydney, N.S.W. 
Bronze Medallion, '57; Athletic ~ Team, 
'57. 

CLARKE, J. 
Ballal.'ai CollE,ge, Ballarat, Victorh, 
1st XVIII, '57: Colours, '57; 1st XV Rug
by, '57 ; 1st XI Hockey, '57 ; Athletics 
Team, '57 ; Bronze Medallion, '57 ; Flying 
Licence, '57; Cadet Captain '57 . 

F ARQUHAR. A. J. 
Sydney Boys' High School. Sydney, 
N.S.W. 
Sailing Team, '57; 1st XV Rugby, '57; 1st 
XI, Hockey, '57; Bronze Medallion, '57. 

MERRILLEES. J. S. 
Sydnay Church of England Grammar 
SdhooL N.S.W. 
1st XI Cricket, '57; 1st VIII Tennis, '57; 
T s-nnis Colours, '57; Curry Cup Team, '57; 
1st XV Rugby '57; Colours '57: Burnett 
Memorial Trophy for Rugby '57; Cc>~
bined Services College 1st XV '57: Bronz'? 
Medallion, '57. 

SPEELMAN, H. P. 
J ohn Curtin High School, Fremantle. 
W.A. 
Swi:nming Team, '57; Diving Champion
ship, '~7; 1st XI Soccer, '57; Bronz p 

Medallion, '57; Sailing Team, '57. 
TAYLOR, W . L. 

Toowoomba Grammar School, Queens
land. 
1st XI Cricket, '57; 1st XV Rugby, '57 ; 1: t 
XI Soccer '57; Bronze Medallion, '57: 
Flying Licence '57. 

WOLFE, F. V. R. 
Maitland Boys' High School, N.S.W. 
1 ~lt XV Rugby, '57; Sailing Team, '57 ; 
Bronze Medallion, '57 ; Fly ing Lic·2nce. 
' 57. 



PHASE 2 H.M.A.S. SWAN 

Cadet Training Ship - 1957 Cruise 

During the 1957 Cruise of the Phillip 

and Wall€il' Y.;.ars, H.M.A.S. SWAN was 

un<WT ihIe command of Commander R. 
C. SAVAGE, D.S.C .. R.A.N. In 1954 

Commander Savage w'as College First 

Lieut~lnaJnt and he has thus had much 

After a month'·s Christmas le·ave we 
joined H.M.A.S. SWAN, on January 14th, 
with mixed feelings and a good deal of 
anticipation. We soon settled down in our 
messdecks and began working the ship, 
mostly in the status of O.D.'s. As a whole' 
we were divided into three parts of sh ·p 
and four watches and we were soon at 
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to do with the trainin.g of the R.A.N:s 

fu1ul'te officers. 

This report of H.M.A.S. SWAN'S 1957 

cruise comes from Se'nior Cadet Captain 
F. D. Foster, of the Phillip Year 1953 

Entry. 

work painting and holystoning. However, 
part-of-ship work was only one ofa num
h~'r of dutie~1 we had to carry out. So that 
each cadet could spend some time in each 
DEpartment and Section of the ship we 
were broklen up as a whole' into a number 
of sections of 4 or 5 to each party. The 
oarLes were Navigation and Communica-



L earnin.l!. th e technical ... 

tions, Torpedo and Anti-Submarine, Boats, 
Officer of the Day and Quartermaste r, En .. 
gine Room Party and finally Part-of-Ship. 
A section sp'2nds a week at each duty ex
cept for Part-of-Ship where the p·eriod is 5 
weeks. 

At first under supervision and later by 
ours·elve_ we did helmsman, boatswain 
mate and Mid-of-the-Watch. By this or
ganisation we learnt how the ship was 
run and how each department fitted into 
the overall functioning of the ship. 

During our time on board, SWAN, carried 
out a number of intere ::,ting evolutions and 
eX2'rcises. We combinEd with th 2 Fleet Air 
Arm on two occasion~1 engaging in anti
submarine exercises against H.M. Sub
marin.e THOROUGH. Early in the cruise 
we exercised towing and replenishm·ent 
with H .M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA. 

One of the most inter'2:sting days ex-
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... and the even more technical 

p eriEnced was in Tasmania when we 
dropped a number of landing parties in 
whalers and they spent half a day ..... shore. 

General drills were exercis1ed twice, once 
competitiv'2ly with H.M.A.S. FREMANTLE, 
who was in company with us for a few 
days in Western Australia. 

Not all was work however and a good 
d 2'al of leave was enjoyed. When in harbour 
all the non-duty watch could go ashore 
from the end of working hours until 2030 

and one midnight leave per week was 
granted Of I request. Overnight l·e'ave was 
granted to natives of the ports visited. The 
hospitality was excellent in most ports 
esp·2'Cially in Adelaide and Perth where 
dinners, dances, receptions and cocktail 
parties were arranged for the cadets. 

Now wheI'le did we go? The first three 
weeks were srpent in the J er-vis Bay-Sydney 
area and this included a visit to Twofold 



Bay. We th·=n began the cruise proper by 
steaming down to Tasmania for the Annual 
Regatta. This took five tiring days and we 
were glad to spend five days alongside 
H.M.A.S. MELBOURNE. The following five 
days were spent around the bays of South
East Tasmania, and following this we 
sailed for Adelaide. We berthed alongside 
in Port Adelaide for a week of late nights. 

Th.·e longest stretch of the cruise followed 
with a six day crossing of the Great Au~

tralian Bight and finally anchoring in King 
George Sound. On request from the local 
Mayor W2: steamed into Albany a day earlier 
than schedul-ed so- that the residents could 
inspect the ship. On we went again ;after 
a few days to Bunbury and GeralUton, nn
ishing in FremanUe. The weather was 
wond·erful and the s'tay was most enjoy
able. 

Back across the Bight then to refuel in 
Adelaide and paint ship in East Kangaroo 
Island in preparation for a visit by the 
First Naval M-ember. This was perhaps the 

hard·est working time of the cruise and 
we worked literally from dawn to dusk. 

Spic and span we sailed for Melbourne 
and arrived two days later. Here we were 
inspected by the Chief of Naval Staff and 
the ,ship (C.N.S.'s first command) was com
plimented on her smartness. 

The U.S.N. also paid us a compliment 
when the duty jazz band on board U.S.S. 
DE HAVEN played "Ain't She Sweet" as 
she sailed past us. 

We sailed again three days later for a 
visit to the Colleg·e, enjoying there, un
accustomed good weather. We sailed from 
Westernport Bay on the last leg of our 
cruise and carried out combined anti
submarine exercises with Gannets from 
NOWRA and H.M. Submarine THOROUGH. 
Finally we berthed alongside Garden Is
land, Sydney, having s·teamed some 10,000 
miles. 

The cruise was both interesting and in
structive, particularly from the practical 
point of view. 

Gunnery Practice on board "Swan" 



PHASE 3 B.R.N.C. DARTMOUTH 
This fine article, describing for our 
R.A.N.C. Cadets, life at Dartmouth, was 
contributed by Acting Sub. Lt. A. G. 
Hunt, of th,~ BurneU Year, 1954, Entry. 

A LETTER FROM DARTMOUTH 
Grenville Division, 

B.R.N. College, 
Dartmouth, 

S.Devon. 

For those who have not had the pleasure 
of visiting this picture :: que corner of Eng
land's green and pleasant land, the town
ship of Dartmouth is. cuddled in a valley 
running down to the mouth of the river 
Dart, just over one hundred miles along 
the coast from Lands End. The nearest 
naval centre i Plymouth, 30 miles west
ward, and a forty-five minute dash across 
the moors provides the ballrooms and clubs 
of Torquay, the British Riviera. More 
civilized cars can make the two hundfled 
mile run to London over the Salisbury 
Plains and for the masses the Cornish 
Riviera Express, of infinite superiority to 
the Crib Point Flyer, makes the trip to 
Paddington in under five hours. 
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Local history date ::. back to the era uf 
Hastings and the town affords all the char
acteristics of the typical old coastal villag·e; 
leaning church towers, fantas:ically narrow 
streetw.ays, mail coach inns and souvenir 
shops for the summer influx of Am~'ricans. 
Carefully hidden in a backstreet corner is 
the 'Maxime' cin ·~ma, kept in existence by 
the boys on the hill ; and the only other 
additions of the 20th century are a, larg·2 
collection of garage::. and the most efficient 
traffic police patrol in all D-svon. 

Many of the old timers who sit alon g 
the riverside on summer afternoons can 
recall th'2' days when all Royal Navy officers 
spent their first year::. of training aboard 
H .M.S. Britannia moored up near the Dit
tisham corner of the river. At the turn of 
the c·entury it was decided that much more 
scope for training lay in a shore establish
ment and the young gentlemen took up 



residence in the red brick building 'on the 
hill'. This same block now holds the dining 
halls, chapel, captain's house, main offices, 
quarter deck and Blak2' and Grenville divi
sions. To this has been addEd a monstrous, 
five-storey block at the back and numerous 
outbuildings. Inde·2d, huge as it i ~, there is 
not one corner that is not used and the 
present population is made up of 57 offi
cers, 42 lectur·::: rs, 419 ,':nid~hipmen and 171 
cadets. 

The daily routine is a high-pitched in
tegrati-on of University-type life and Naval 
College r.outine. Defaulters ar·2 at work by 
0630, cadets by 0640 and midshipmen by 
0700, either on the parade ground, at 
V.S. exercises, swimming or pulling. Break
fast is taken at 0730 and we are next re
quired at 0815 for divisions. Twice a week 
these are held in the 'Houses', the tim-2' 
being devoted t: lectur'2s and discussions 
on current affairs. The first study period 
commEnces at 0350 and the routine seven 
periods follew much the same as, at 
RA.N.C. with breaks for stand easy and 
lunch. As fro:11 160~ the river and sporting 
fi·elds are open; nothing is compul~ ory with 
the exception of the river, and there are 
facilities for nearly every sport. We have 
make and mends on Wednesdays and Satur
days, when all the inter-colleg·2 matches 
are held. 

Dinner is at 1930, the midshipmen's bar 
having heen open from 1845, and the rest 
of the evening is open for club activities 
or private study in one's own cabin. Cadets 
may go on leav·e· on any afternoon they are 
not duty part of the watch but m u st be on 
bo'ard by dinner except with special divi
sional officer's approval. Mids. have leave 
every day until 2230 and r.1ay be granted 
midnight leave ten times per term. As al
ways the cadets clean up for rounds at 2130 
each evening and they must have their 
lights out by 2230. The only restriction upon 
mishipmen after dinner is that they must 
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be in their cabins for a check at 2300 
though th·ey may leave them to work some~ 
where else after being chEcked off. 

The clubs and activities are as varied 
as the community : people make radios, 
develop their films, can rdax in the quiet 
of the music room or beat-it-up at a jazz 
club mEeting; there is an orchestra and the 
jazz group, a modern swing quartet and the 
organ playing society; judo and fencing 
group S! m ·eet several times each week and 
we run an affiliated group with the Royal 
Dartmouth Rowing club using their shells. 
Among those ass.ociations with more limited 
membership ar2 the Psophists, who gather 
in an upp er room and read plays to them
selves; the Raleigh Society, promoting in
t ::: rest in develop:nent of literature (Bowers 
n :ad one of the finest papers so far during 
the Easter term on RO:'l1anticism and his 
theories hav'2 since earned him second 
place in our passing out History thesis) ; 
the B .RN.C.M.C., which has many in
teresting film nights and outside lectur·es 
and also organises twilign.t car rallies about 
the local villa,ges. The Sub-aqua club ,oper
ate off the local b eaches and most week
ends allow for gliding, flying and outward 
bound eXErcises on the moors. 

The college is sub-divided into five 
divisions, each und·er the control of two 
officers and two divisional captains. These 
latter are naturally from the senior term 
or, if they ar·e absent, the second senior 
term. Up-to-date Irwin, Robinson, Mac
Dougall, Youl, Hugonnet and Ward have 
held the acting positions and You 1 and 
MacDougaU are at present full time duty. 
Sports are run on divisional basis and from 
these match·es the college teams are chosen. 
Probably our greatest success to date has 
been the performanc·es of Horlor and Tay
lQr in the swimming team. Both were 
awarded colours last summer and have 
swum for the RN. team. On the rugby 
field Roberts achieved a deal of fame in 
a y,ery good 1st. team and in the seconds 
we had Carpenter, '\iVinter and Nelson play-



ing. During the last Christmas term a Rules 
match was plaYed against R.N.E .C. Mana-· 
don which, though we had a d-epleted team 
owing to sea cruises, we won quite hand
somely. Athletics, in some form or other, 
is an all-the-y-2ar round sport and keeps 
tho·3;,e interested pretty wEll tied up . In the 
Colleg.= championships in the Easter term 
we had 14 finalists and, thOough we un
fortunately won no medals, our competitors 
carried off a good many second and third 
placEs. The mo~.t ·enlightening event of that 
self same day was the dog race. About 
70 % of the O. & L. here own dogs and 
thes-= were all mustered for a fifty yard 
da~h. I have never seen w many peopl~ 
laugh so uncontrollably for so long! Som 8 
dogs ran, others walked, or ~Iat down, or 
barked, growled, yawned or fought, an j 
into the arena stormed dozens er irab 
owners scr-e'arning, coaxing, patting, tugging 
-mad dogs and all that! 

During the summer no one dares men
tion any other game than cricket other tha:'l 
in und-2'rtonE ~' . Tennis does find quite a 
following all the same and Ramsay and 
Wilson have formed quite a successful 
partnership in the team. Howev-2'r it's the 
big game where the commonwealth spirit 
finds it::, greatest outlet. In the training 
squad are representatives from Britain, 
South Africa, New Zealand, Australia, 
Pakistan, and Malaya. Youl has achieved 
the most succe~s for our quarter though 
we expect a few more 1st. caps as the 
S-2ason rolls by. Even more popular than 
the cricket field are the various activities 
on the river. While I am writing this, it 
b€-ing th-e' holiday half-term weekend, the 
six fifty square metre yachts are beating 
across the channel on a race to. the Channe l 
Islands. Beside- yacht races held on most 
make and mends the're are competitions 
nearly every day in the R.N.S.A's, Fireflies 
and 'Dartmouth One Design' dinghies. A 
percentage of one's time mu~t be spent in 
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the whal-=rs and cutters and when coupled 
with the seven Picket Boats, the twin and 
single screw F .M.B.'s, the kitchen rudd-=r 
whalen:, and numerous motor cutters there 
is always something to do. 

Attach-2d to the college is the Dartmouth 
training squadron of five ships; two type 
15 A/S frigates (Vigilant and Venu ::.) , the 
destroyer Carron and two Algerine typ e 
min-2sweEpers Jewel and Acute. The two 
smaller ships form the second divi s: ion 
which spends most of it~1 time in the 
Dart and off the local coast running day 
trips for minesweeping, s-2amamhip and 
enginEering classes. The cadets do their 
phas:,e' two training (Swan tLme) in the first 
division and at the same time each term 
of midshipmen spends three we-eks of every 
term in the ships playing with the fire 
control equipm-ent, carrying out A/S exer
cis,es off Portland, navigating, anchoring and 
'taking over' all visual signals at sea. As 
an example, in my trips we had several 
gunnery ~hoots including on·e' A.A. after
noon fighting off a :flour plane attack with 
break-up shot, exercised with several other 
squadrons (best example with Diana and 
Duchessl at high speed), watched sub
marines of all types and sizes, were at
tacked by swimmer~, and mine-laying air
craft, watched the Girdleness fire a super 
missile, fuelled and replenished at sea. For 
all the work fitted into this brief time we 
do not sp-end all the cruising time at sea 
and in the las:,t year the ships have visited 
Gibralta,r, Lisbon, Oporto (many broken 
hEarts when we left), Hamburg, Cherbourg, 
Den Helder, Milford Haven, Isle of Skye, 
Norway, Sweden and many interesting 
Britis::h ports. The last cruise was to north 
ern Scotland through the western isles and 
wnil-2' at Dlapool we held the annual squad
ron regatta. The Higginbcttom trophy, of 
older days:, raced for in Triumph, is now 
given for the cadet/midshipman compet'tion 
between thos·e' at the time in the ships, It 



was interesting to see that of the ~.ix mids 
crews enter-ed three were coxed by Aus
tralians and two of these reached the 
final:::,. The cup was taken by the Vsnus 
crew containing such stalwarts as Taylor, 
Keyes and Robe,rts, coxed by yours truly. 
We only narrowly defeated the Vigilant 
boat which, with Ram:::,ay at the helm, held 
Nelson, Maxwell, Horlor, Robinson and 
one sturdy Britisher. 

Having told what we do he're at the 
college perhaps a few words are required 
on activities during leave p-e'riods. Of course 
t he id·~ al is a long leave in Europe with a 
reliable car and just enough capital to keep 
you from death by starvation. I think the 
most horror filled moment is at Dover, after 
having nursed the machine' all the way 
from the west country, to see the dockies 
throw a loose tackle about it and heav·2' 
it onto the ferry-boat. Once there his,tory, 
geography, art open before you like a 
magic picture bO'ok. There hav-e' been three 
Netherlands - Germany - Switzerland 
France touring groups, two to the Riviera, 
seven to the Southern Germanic areas, one 
to Sweden and countless visitations to 
Paris. At one time la~,t Christmastide there 
wer·e over twenty J ervis and Burnett years 
residing within a quarter mile radius 
in Paris. In this second most wonderful city 
of Europe the favorite haunt is, the Hotel 
D-2' L 'Ouest, Montparnasse where Mme. 
Rosa has taken us in fO'r the incredible sum 
of 450 francs and from whos,e windows one 
can look down on Cl! Latin Quarter not 
much changed in outward respects from 
that of the mor-e' famous 19th century. 

One thing to remember, perhaps the most 
important, whilst on the' Continent is to. 
have a vivid display of national embl-ems,. 
There is definitely no better saving grace 
when caught going round a city round-a
bout th-2 wrong way or parking on top of a 
'No Park' sign! The nearest to not co.ming 
off was when four bearded, bedraggled 
creatures W2re awaken from thEir slumber 
in a bruised van, parked in a rubbish tip 
along the south German highway, by two 
armed G rman policemen and asked to 
prove their identity. Needless to say th·e' 
excuse of bEing naval officers in such a 
situation didn't wash and th-e pit echoed 
with vivid argument for the rest of that 
long _night. 

During th·e Christmas vacation many of 
our chaps went on a ski-ing holiday to the 
wastes, of Austria_ Whether many of them 
can now ski or not is a debatable point 
but they all seemed to hav-e' no end of 
praise for the beer and the friendly 
frauleins, The coincid-ence of meeting is 
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quite remarkable in this ,sort of thing. 
Last leave Ramsay was coming out of the 
cathedral at Koln just as we were entering 
with a family with whom he had spent 
most of hi ~, time in Austria. Rather like 
when I was in Switzerland and nearly run 
down by a big black car which prov·2d to 
contain Winter and Mitchel1. That one has 
a further laugh as W2 decided to risk our 
tight budgets and go to a French fil m to-

Leave tn Holland 

gether. Try as we might we could not un
derstand the titles, of ,any of the shows and 
picked one quite at random. Our lack of the 
language didn't r-eally cause much concern 
for the film was none other than Chips 
Rafferty in 'Bitter Springs'. In Paris I was 
stopped by three groups and asked in 
broken French for ro.ad dir-2ctions. One of 
them was from South Africa and the other 
two from SydnEY. 

For those who do not want to spend all 
their leave pay the two b2St opening~ have 
proved to be a run with the M~ rC'l--ant 
Navy or cruising in the college yacht3. Most 
.of the M.N. trips ar-2' with tankers and for 
a very limited amount of work in return 
one gets a somewhat riotous: mess life and 
visits to exciting out of the way places. 
The m:)st popular runs are along the Irish 
coa:-,t o.r up to Scandinavia, featuring such 
ports as Trams, Copenhagen, Honningsvaag, 
Gotborg, Hamburg and Stavanger. The 
y achts always cros~, the channel for France 
-2·xcept during Cowes week when they they 



race th·ere and the crews live very hand
somely indeed. 

If a majority has been to France do not 
forget that everyone has. seen his full share 
of the beautie ::, of these islands themselv·es. 
London is like home to most of m " offering 
everything; plays, clubs, danc·es, colo :5sal 
parties, garden:5', shops and all the other 
interests we seem to have contracted. Scot
land is a gr·eat favorite, many people claim
ing to have relatives and old family ties 
and f 2eling Envious of MacDougall for 
being able to wear the kilt. Liverpool, 
Stratford, Y c-rk, the Lakes-all these and 
many more nam:::s come to life. Here the 
cars not quit :: capable of the overseas on
daught have proved their worth. I think 
one tal·:: is enough to give the spirit of 
these gallant mobiles. Coming back from 
the Easter va 2ation Jones spent two days 
in London rebuilding his machine in order 
that he could make the trip. He set off a 
day early and sO'ne few miles out of the 
city a piece of his cylinder block mddenly 
flew through the bonnet and the whole 
engine gave a viol·2nt grunt and blew up. 
Not to be deterred he p:lsh 2d it to the 
nearEst scrap yard and convinced the dealer 
it was worth very bit of 30/-, on which h·e' 
1 eturned to the college via Great Vi estern 
Railways. They are great things, th·ese 
cars, and the Phillips and WaIlers have 
already gathered the second generation and 
are to be seen wandering around in greasy 
overalls, looking rather harassed, and 
mumbling strange things concerning fuel 
pumpSi and differentials. The self satisfied 
SEnior term, having rid them :-elv·es of their 
old worries, look at their troubles with 
that supericrity that comes from learning 
by experi·ence. We live and learn; during 
the Easter leave three of our fellows made 
a visit to Stratford-upon-Avon and booked 
for th·e' evening performance. Unfortunately 
they could -get only stalls and when back at 
their guest house they asked the hostess 
if it would be n·ecessary to dre~s. They 
W2re very relieved when informed they 
would not be r -2 qjuired to do so and thus 
one of the party became the first human 
ever to attend the home of Shak-espea-re 
in a duffle c~at. (All the tourists thought 
he wa _ one of those angry young men we 
hear about-he was too!). 

At the eollege during term we have 
our light entertainment as well. At the 
end of ·ea'ch term there is the term ball, 
each conceived by the divisions themselves. 
Last term Exmouth had, as the main 
decorative them·e, caricatures of various 
officers in the brm of a ~-ch()ol of fish and 
this term Grenville is building a fountain 
on the quarterdeck to spray water over a 
garden SCEne. On the completion of the 

Christmas term the gala occasion is the 
Hunt Ball, organised by the Beagling 
Society, another of the popular winter 
sports, and on another evening is th'2-
Highland Ball complete with kilts, bagpipes, 
and haggis for supper. There is a y,ounger 
group of the English Speaking Union under 
way and we have tennis partie's, dis
cussions and dances in Torquay every 
-other week. Probably the most enthusiastic 
evenings are the concerts put on by th'2-
jazz club at which s,()me Uni group is 
asked down or at which the Southern City 
Six go to town. Thes·e are held in the 
: ports fidd canteen (as far as possible 
from the rest of the -c.() llege) and usually 
attract numerous officers, cadets and mid
ship::n·2n . Though the group is now a work
ing nine-piece unit the old name has been 
adhered to f.or sentimental reasons. 

As a memb-er of the first RA.N. term 
to be trained under the three-phase sY :5 tem 
there are few complaints. and unlimited 
things we have gained and to those of you 
yet to start on this gre:1t venture I w.ould 
like to t ell you one thing; while here we 
have made friends. with fellows from Eton 
and from Penang State School and they 
are all the same-jolly fine blokes. 
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-A./Sub. Lt. A. G. HUNT. 

RESULTS FROM DARTMOUTH 

(First half of Je,rvis Y€ar, 1952 Entry and 
Burn2'U Ye,ar, 1954. Entry). 
In brief the Results from Dartmouth in

clude the following worthy of mention. 
I. D . MacDOUGALL, RA.N. - Queen's 

Tel·escope for the best Divisional Captain. 
1v1. B. HORLOR, RN.Z.N. - Navigation and 

Direction (X.) . 
P . rN . MULCARE, RA.N. - Best Aggregate 

in Naval Subjects (S.) and Best Aggre
gate in SuppLy Subjects (S.). 

E. MENTZ, RA.N. - 28th Position; 5 
Individual results included:-

A . L . HUNT, RA.N. - 15th Position ; 7 
months time. 

M. B. HORLOR, RN.Z .N. - 19th Position ; 
6 months time. 

W. F. JAQUES, RN.Z.N. - 25th Position ; 
6 months time. 

L . J. IRWIN, RA.N. -- 26th Position; '0 
months time. 

P. N. MULCARE, RA.N. - 27th Position; 
6 months time. 

D . TAYLOR, RA.N. 32nd Position; 5 
months time. 

M. J. YOUL, RA.N. 33rd Position; 5 
months time. 

P. C. MITCHELL, RA.N. - 38th Position 
5 months time. 

H. O. WARNICK, RA.N. - 44th Position; 
5 months time. 



STAFF AND CADET MIDSHIPMEN - DEC. 1957 
Commodore, J. Plunkett-Cole, RA.N. 

NAVAL STAFF: 

Command·er 1. H. S. Cartwright, RA N. 
Lt. Cdr. J. Lancaster, RA.N. 
Lt. Cdr. A. A. Willis, RA.N. 
Lt. Cdr. J . Nicholas, RA.N. 
Lt. P. G . N. Kennedy, RA.N. 
Lt. (S.) 1. McL. Crawford, RA.N. 
Lt. (P.) C. H. C. Spurgec.n , RA.N. 
Lt. D. J. Dalton, RA.N. 
Inst. Lt. J. M. Meek, RA.N. 
Chaplain J. O. Were, M.A., Th.L., R.A.N. 
Chaplain G. C. Swain, B.A., RA.N. 
Chaplain K. P. Ellis, RA.N . 
Nursing Sister M. A. J. Jones. 

BURNETT YEAR 
1957 Entry 

Blazey, D. H. 
Bowl·er, P. R 
Cl!arke, J . L. 
Farquhar, A. J . 
Merrillees, J. S. 
Roberts, J. 
Speelman, H. P. 
Taylor, W . L. 
Waterhouse, J. M. 
W.o lfe , F. V. R 

COOK YEAR 
1954 Entry 

Barber, A . L. 
Cocking, R J . 
Derbidge, R T. 
Dunlop, J. C. 
Gi1e,~" R. B. 
Gilmour-Walsh, P . 

A. J. 
Glen, R. 1. A. 
Harvey, J. C. 
Lambert, P. 
Lindsay, J. C. 
Lowe, W. S . 
Lyneham, P. R. 

McIntyre, I. M . 
Martin, R. W. D. 
O'Loughlin, P . J . 
Parr, R. K. 
Partington, R N. 
Payne, R. F . 
Selby, R. 
Simmons, G. A. 
Smith, G. R 
Taylor, R. G. 
Walkington, D. G. 

JERVIS YEAR 
1956 Entry 

Bowra, T . D . A. 
Camer,on, D. S. 

"'Clough, R L. 
Cra wford, J. A. 

*Follas, R B. 
Harrison, T . E. 

*Hicks, P . C. 
*Jones, T. S. 
Mellor, R G. 1. 
Smith, K. G . 
Sutton, R. R 
Walker, B. S. 
WooUlord, A . R F. 

*RN.Z.N. Cadet. 

PROFESSORIAL STAFF: 
HEadmaster Q . de Q. Robi~sq., B.A., Dip. 

Ed. 
Senior Master G. F . Ade~ Esq., M .A., 

Dip .Ed. 
Senior Master R. F. Berry,~~,q., B .A. B.Sc. 

R. R. Clark,~sq. , B.A., Dip. 
Ed. 

Master W . G . Richards, Esq., B.A. , Dip.Ed. 
K. E. Armstrong,~sq., B.A. 
J. M. Davi~" Esq., BBc., A.Ed. 
W. H. Wilde,~sq., B.A., Dip.Ed. 

" A. H. Trewin, Esq., B.sc. , B.Ed. , 
A.R.A.C.I. 

D. G. Thompson,~~q., B.Sc. , Dip. 
Ed. 

K. H. Fargher~sq., B.Sc., Dip.Ed. 

FLINDERS YEAR 
1955 Entry 

Baines, P. G. 
Arch·er, F . O. 
Blue, R. S. 
Boettcher, B. J. 
Garing, R. W. M. 
Hammer, G. D. R 
Nash, N. L. 
Lynch, G. F . 
Rogers, B. G . 
Rogers, P. H . D. 
Russell, S . 1. 
Scott, R H. 
Spence, G. W. 
Underwood, N . R 
Wall ~, R. A. K. 
Walsh, 1. C. 
Watson, 1. C. 

PHILLIP YEAR 
1957 Entry 

Banks, S. E. 
Bury, R. A. 
Bolton, C. F. 
Bolton, R A. P. 

*Boyle, T. 
*Canning, C. C. 

Compton, J . S. 
Darvill, T. R 
Dowling, J . L. 
Drap·er, B . G. 
Hamon, P. 
Hardy, W. L. 
Hornsby, J . C. 
Ingram, J. G. 
MacDonald, J. C. 
McDougall, 1. R. 
McDougall, 1. W. 
Marrable, D. D. 
Maye, L . M. S. 

*Noble, 1. A. 
Page, H . G. 

*Pate, M. R 
Power, D. M. 
Ryall, R K. 
Sedgwick, A. 
Sproge, R McP. 
Stubington, E. G. 
Thomsett, H . W. 
Vagg, G. J. 
Valier-Berther, R A . 

*Wood, D. N. 

*RN.Z.N. Cadet. 
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