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Address by the Captain 

1976 marked the first occasion on which a 
class of Midshipmen passed out from the 
College having completed the new lengthened 
course of training- of two and a half years
which was instituted at the beginning of 1975. 

I am bound to say that thIs class of young 
officers have not had an easy time during their 
period of training, for , as the changelings in a 
new system, they have been very much the 
guinea pigs. I am very happy to say that they 
have borne up very well under the difficult 
conditions and as a class have produced very 
good results. 

This group of midshipmen left the College 
at the end of what is now known as Stage I of 
their training. The two and a half years were 
split into 5 six-monthly semesters- the first 
four being devoted mainly to professionally 
orientated academic studies at tertiary level , 
with a sprinkling of initial naval professional 
training, and the last , including a nine-week 
cruise in the officers' training ship (HMAS 
Duchess) , to purely naval training. 

These officers now proceed to Stage II of 
their training which consists of six months in 
ships of HMA Fleet, then to Stage III which 
consists of six months of operatio"ns and 
weapons training courses in RAN shore 
establishments for the seamen specialists, and 
a basic supply course for the supply officers. 

The final stage of training- known as Stage 
IV- which concludes with the attainment of 
watchkeeping certificates, consists of a min
imum of eight months in HMA ships. 

Thirteen of the class entered the Naval 
College as junior entry cadets in 1972 and 
gained matriculation at the end of a two-year 
junior course. The remainder of the class 
entered the College as matriculants in January 
1974. 

Until the end of 1974 the degree and non
degree (or Creswell) courses followed parallel 
tracks insofar as rank structure and pro
motion points were concerned. Thus it was 
possible to have one common promotion 
parade and ceremony at which all officers 
from both streams were simultaneously pro
moted to the rank of acting sub-lieutenant. 

The change of training pattern for the 
Creswell Course, introduced at the beginning 
of 1975 caused the two streams to be sep
(Hated by six months. 

Passing out Parade 

Therefore, now, we deal only with the 
passing out of the Creswell Course. At a 
separate function six months later the degree 
stream contemporaries of this passing out 
class will participate in their own degree 
conferring ceremony at the University of New 
South Wales. 

At neither ceremony will the officers of both 
streams be promoted and the exact time when 
promotion will occur is the subject of continu
ing deliberation by the naval staff. 

Notwithstanding this the officers of both 
streams compete equally for the award of the 
Queen's Medal and the point at which a 
selection is made is, by direction, tuned to the 
Creswell Course passing out date. 

At the end of 1974, I outlined three events 
which would, further in the future , have a 
marked effect on the Naval College. These 
events were seen to be the advent of the 
Australian Defence Force Academy, the de
demise of the junior entry for cadets to the 
Naval College and the proposals that we had 
formulated for the future of the Naval College 
as a result of the two former factors. 

Planning for the AD FA proceeded at a fast 
clip during 1975 and it appeared that a 
commencement date in 1980 for that in
stitution would be met. However, due to a 
number of factors, on which I am not either 
qualified or authorised to comment, the 
planning efforts have been vastly slowed 
down. It is now not at all clear when we might 
expect the ADFA to open its doors and indeed 
I feel that it could be well on towards the 
middle 1980s. 

Similarly a decision to cease the entry of 
junior cadets to the College has not been 
taken . At this time it is unknown when such 
form of entry will be discontinued. Obviously, 
therefore, the proposals for the future of the 
Naval College post ADFA and cessation of 
the junior entry have been placed in abeyance 
and I suppose it could be said that, with the 
exception of the new training pattern I have 
already mentioned, the Naval College is back 
to square one and proceeding on a normal 
course. 

However the master plan for the replace
ment of the old wooden buildings, we see 
about us, with modern brick buildings de
signed to the latest scales and standards is 



proceeding and a third new cadet accom
modation block for seventy-two student will 
shortly commence construction. In addition 
we hope soon to see the necessary approvals 
given for the construction of new accom
modation facilities for the ship's company and 
also some badly needed replacements for our 
antique married quarters. 

In January 1976 the population of student 
officers at the College reached an all time 
record high level of 180 and these together 
with 60 on campus at the University of New 
South Wales brought the total student pop
ulation to 240. It is entirely possible that with 
a successful recruiting campaign and selection 
procedure later this year that this figure could 
be even higher in 1977. 

In glancing briefly back over the last 
eighteen months I have been unable to find 
any really outstanding events to report in 

eith~r the academic or sporting fields. How
ever one or two items are worthy of note. · 

At the end of 1975 the members of the 
second year of our junior course achieved 100 
per cent success in their matriculation exam
inations. It was also about this time that we 
came to the conclusion that there is an 
eminently potential Rhodes Scholar in our 
midst in the degree stream of student officers. 

Personnel-wise the College had a significant 
increase in complement a few weeks ago and 
our recent acquisition has responded very well 
to his training programme. Certainly I feel he 
performed very creditably today. He is, as you 
might guess, Leading Coxswain J. Bulldog. It 
is some number of years , about thirty-four 1 
think, since the naval College has had a 
bulldog mascot and I trust that having 
reinstituted the position it will not again be 
allowed to lapse. 

Vale Captain Broben 

Captain Broben arrived at the College with his 
wife in December 1973, having served the 
previous twelve months as the Commanding 
Officer of HMAS Stalwart. 

Entering the College himself in January 
1940, he served in the war in RN ships in the 
North Atlantic and English Channel. He is a 
Communications specialist, a one-time Assis
tant Director of Naval Communications. He 
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has been Executive Officer of HMA ships, 
Reserve, Tobruk and Vendetta and Com
manding Officer of Watson, Stalwart, and 
Anzac. 

He brought with him to the College com
passion and humour and has used these 
liberally in conjunction with his sense of fair 
play to make him respected by all of those who 
came under his care. Apart from dealing with 
the routine duties of his position , he has 
presided overlhe 1974 Promotion Parade, the 
1976 Passing Out Parade- both reviewed by 
Sir John Kerr ighteen Pre-Review and 
Review Board , three selection tour through
out Australia, numerou vi its to the U ni
ver ity of New South Wales and the reunion, 
at the College this year, of his cia of 1940. 

Other events could be listed but perhaps the 
mo t significant event was the marriage at 
Creswell of Captain and Mrs Broben's only 
daughter, Lynette, to Mr Paul Adams. 

Mrs Broben has endeared herself to all with 
whom she has come in contact. An ardent 
supporter of College sport, Mrs Broben has 
been a major stimulus to Flinders division 
with whom she held a past allegiance. Her skill 
at golf is legendary in the Shoalhaven district. 

To you sir, the RAN's new Director of 
Naval Industrial Policy, and Mrs Broben, 
farewell, bonne chance and thank you. 



IN COMMAND 

SECRETARY 

DIRECTOR OF STUDIES 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SENIOR INSTRUCTOR OFFICER 

CHAFLAINS 

SUFFL Y OFFICERS 

MEDICAL 

BARRACKMASTER 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

TRAINING OFFICER 

DIVISIONAL OFFICERS AND 
INSTRUCTORS IN NAVAL SUBJECTS 

SAILOR INSTRUCTORS 

DIRECTOR OF STUDIES 

HUMANITIES STAFF 

MATHEMATICS STAFF 

College Staff 

ADMINISTRATION 

Captain I. W. Broben RAN 

Lieutenant R . W. Fairbairn RAN 

H. E. Dykes FhD BSc CEng FIMechE (psc) 

Commander E. Mentz RAN 

Commander L. Sullivan BSc RAN 

Venerable W. T. Wheeldon RAN (C of E) 
Reverend G . F. Mayne RAN (RC) 
Reverend G. H. Clayton RAN (METH) 

Lieutenant-Commander R. G. Bragge RAN 
Lieutenant L. I. Roberts RAN 
Lieutenant M. S. Compton RAN (June vice Roberts) 

Senior Sister N. F. Kewin RANNS 

Lieutenant-Commander R. A. Speight RAN 

NA V AL TRAINING 

Commander E. Mentz RAN 

Lieutenant-Commander F . W. Horobin RAN 

Lieutenant J. S. C. Clark RNZN 
Lieutenant C. J . Davidson BSc(Eng) RAN 
Lieutenant D. B. Jennings USN 
Lieutenant R. E. Shalders RAN 

CFOSY B. E. Spender (Communications) 
CFOFT F . Round (Fhysical Training) 
CFOQMG K. L. Fa rker (Training Administration and Parade training) 
CPOCOX D . M ason (Discipline) 
LSPT T. E. Vaughan (Physical Tra ining) 

ACADEMIC STUDIES 

H. E. Dykes PhD BSc CEng FIMechE (psc) 

Mr J. H. Wolstenholme MBE MA Lecturer-in-charge 
Mr B. R . Nugent MA LittB AEd 
Lieutenant-Commander D . F. Lancaster BA BEd RAN 
Lieutenant-Commander R. M. Gibson MA DipT RAN 
Lieutenant F. Quakernaat BA RAN 
Lieutenant F. G . Cunningham BA RAN 

Mr J. E. Casey MSc BA Lecturer-in-charge 
Mr K. E. Armstrong BA 
Mr D . G. Thompson MSc DipEd 
Lieutenant-Commander J . M. Hogg MSc RAN 
Lieutenant-Commander H. J . Murdoch BSc RAN 
Lieutenant G. K. Whymark BSc RAN 
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SCIE CE STAFF 

E GI EERI G STAFF 

LIBRARIA 

DETACHED DUTIES 

Mr H. R. Kemp MSc BEd RACI Lecturer-in-charge 
Mr R. A. Benson DFC AE BSc MlnstF 
Mr P. W. Thompson BSc DipT MAIP MACE 
Lieutenant-Commander B. E. Hill BSc(Eng) AMIEE R 
Lieutenant-Commander G. J. Noyes BSc DipEd RAN 
Lieutenant R. W. Hacker BSc RAN 
Lieutenant Z. Rahmani MSc RAN 

Commander L. Sullivan BSc RA 

Miss A. Kamaralli BA DipEd DipLib ALAA 

Commander D. J. McKeegan PhD MSc RA Liaison at U SW 

SUPPORTING STAFF 

ASSISTA T TO DIRECTOR OF STUDIES Mr K. Matthes 

LIBRARY ASSISTA TS Mrs . Bru h 
Mrs G. Collett 
Mrs . Whymark 

TYPIST 

LABORATORY A 0 COMPUTER 
TECHNICIANS 

Top ROll ' 

Mr P. Halliday 

Mr R . F. Smyth 
Mr A. R. Brook 

RA C STAFF 
1976 

.LCDR P. Lancaster, Mr D. Thompson, LEUT F. Quakernaat, LCDR R. Gibson, LEUT R. Hacker, LE UT D. Jennings 
USN, LEUT G. Whymark, LEUT L. Roberts, LEUT J . Clark RNZ . 
Middle Roll' 
LEUT R. Shalder , Mr K. Armstrong, LEUT Z. R ahmani, Mr B. Nugent, LEUT C. David on, LEUT P. Cunningham, 
Mr R. Benson DFC, LCDR G. oyes, Mr P. Thompson, LEUT D. Smith. 
Front Roll' 
SENS . Kewin, Mr H. Kemp, Mr J. Ca ey, CMDR L. Sullivan, Or H. E. Dykes, Captain 1. W. Broben, CMDR E. Mentz, 
LCDR P. Horobin, Senior Chaplain W. Wheeldon, LCDR J . Hogg, Mr J. Wolstenholme MBE. 
Ahsen( 

LEUT W. Smith, LEUT A. Douglas, LCDR R. peight, LCDR R. Bragge, L UT R. Fairbairn, LCDR B. Hill R . 



Profiles 

MR BRIAN NUGENT 

Brian N ugent was born in the south western Queensland town of Miles 
in 1936. After moves to such well known places as Jackson and Spring 
Bluff, his family settled in Roma where Brian completed his primary and 
secondary education. At the tender age of 16 he left for Brisbane where 
he attended the Queensland Teachers College to be trained as a primary 
teacher. 

His first a ppointment in 1955 was to Roma Primary School , which he 
had attended as a boy. In 1956 he was transferred to the outer Brisbane 
school of Rich lands where he met Ann Hutcheson . They were married in 
1958 and spent their first year in the country on the Queensland-New 
South Wales border in the one teacher school of Watson 's Crossing. 

1959 saw them back in the city when Brian was transferred to the East 
Brisbane Primary School. Here he was involved in the training of young 
teachers who came to the school for practi sing teaching. In the evenings 
he attended the University of Queensla nd where he was studying 
towards hi s Bachelor of Arts degree. 

In 1963 he was transferred from primary teaching into secondary 
education and was to spend the next three years at Balmoral High 
School. By then he had completed his BA with a History major yet hi s 
commitments at Balmoral included no History but Mathematics, 
English, German and Geography. 

By 1966 the Nugent family had grown to four daughter and it was in 
this year that Brian was appointed to the Academic Staff at the RAN 
College. Here he taught HSC History to the junior cadets and 
Government and Politics to the Creswell Course cadets. He furthered 
his own qualifications by completing a Bachelor of Letters degree and a 
Mas ter of Arts degree as an external student with the University of New 
England. In 1967 the fifth N ugent daughter wa born. 

In 1975 the Nugent family had an eight months ' tour overseas 
through Japan, Russia , United Kingdom and Europe. They arrived 
back in J anuary 1976 but leave us permanently when Brian takes up an 
appointment in the Australian Electoral Office in Canberra in June 
1976. There he will be involved in electoral education. 

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER B. fiLL RN 

LCDR B. E. Hill joined the RN Instructor Branch after training in 
telecommunication and was logica lly sent to HMS Daedalus a t Lee-on
Solent, Hampshire, the training school for the Fleet Air Arm to teach 
airborne radio and radar. After two years, his experience was extended 
to the other end of the spectrum by an Rand D job at the Admiralty 
Underwater Weapons Establishment in Fortland , Dorset. He was 
attached to a sonar project, which involved several sea trials with 
frigates, culminating in a midnight jackstay transfer between two 
frigates in a rough sea. After the experience he gratefully progressed to 
the quieter cloisters of the RN Engineering College, Manadon in 
Flymouth, Devon, where he spent six years teaching electrical network 
theory and digital electronics when he was not otherwise engaged on the 
squash courts. He was eventually extracted from RNEC and deported 
to Australia for a two-year sentence at RANC. 
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SENIOR CHAPLAIN W. T. WHEELDON 
Born and educated in England, Chaplain Wheeldon joined the Navy as 
a Naval Airman Second Class in early 1943. Wings, (naval, not 
ethereal), were gained as a petty officer; brief courses followed including 
a 'knife and fork' course at Greenwich and he became a Midshipman 
(A)RNVR. Conversion to Seafires at Yeovilton, a few quick dashes at 
an 8000 ton converted merchant ship flight-deck and he was ready (?) for 
880 Squadron. HMS Implacable and the hordes of Nippon. The only 
claim to fame is that he survived the well-known 'good short life' of the 
Fleet Air Arm in the latter months of the war over Japan. 

With warfare ended Sub-Lieutenant Wheeldon elected to remain in 
Australia having met his future wife . Promptly and predictably he was 
appointed to RNAS Kaitak , Hong Kong, to fly Corsairs but the prior 
engagement well and truly held and marriage followed on return to 
Sydney. 

After several years in the motor industry he experienced a clear call to 
Christian considerations and then to a Christian vocation. Training at 
Moore Theological College, Sydney was followed by ordination in 
Gippsland, to which diocese he had felt led to offer himself. A naval 
chaplaincy was offering in 1960 and so he joined a second navy. Service 
in the RAN has included the shore establishments Nirimba, Cerberus, 
Albatross (twice) and now the Naval College. Two separate years were 
enjoyed in HMAS Melbourne and one full and busy year in small ships 
(1971) including a short time with the RAN helicopters and the RAN 
divers in Vietnam. 

Chaplain Wheeldon became the Senior Anglican Chaplain in June 
1974 and at the same time became Archdeacon to the navy, as licensed 
by the Primate, Archbishop Woods. 

The Wheeldon family consists of one daughter (currently arranging to 
make her parents grandparents) and three sons; one with ecclesiastical 
ambitions, one with naval ambitions and one with ambitions as yet 
undefined. 

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER P.W. HOROBIN 
AIM: Biography of Lieutenant-Commander P. W. Horobin 
SITUATION Jan 1960 Joined RANC- Junior Entry 

July 1963 Passed out (?) Editorial licence 

EXECUTION July 1963-Sept 1964Mid hipman in HMAS Melbourne and 
Yarra 

Sept 1964-Jun 1965 SBLT in RNC D artmouth UK 
Sept 1965-Jun 1966 SBLT Course UK 

INTRODUCTION May 1966 Married 

EXECUTION Sept 1966-0ct 1966 Submarine Trai ning HMS Dolphin 
Oct J 966-Jan J 968 N avigating Officer HMS Odin 
Feb 1968-May 1971 Navigating Officer HMAS Otway 
May 1971-Nov 1971 Courses in UK 
Apr 1972-Dec 1973 First Lieutenant HMAS Onslow 
Jan 1974-July 1974 Commanding Officers' Qualifying Cour e 
Oct 1974-Feb 1975 HMAS Onslow- in command 
Feb 1975-Dec 1975 HMAS Otway- in command 
Jan 1976 RANC- as Training Officer 

It is not true that this officer's biographical synopsis in any way 
reflects his inability to compose an English sentence, as the following 
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Memorandum will serve to indicate: 

TRAl I G OFFICER'S TEMPORARY MEMORA DUM 0.3885/76 

CLASS J [- PRIVILEGES- DOUBLING 

[ TRODUCTJO 
I. A case ha recently occurred where a Class J 1 Cadet has partially drowned himself in a 
chocolate 'Thickshake' when proceeding from the Canteen to the Cadets Blocks at 180 
paces per minute. This practice is to cease forthwith. 

EXECUTION 
2. Class J I Cadets are to reduce speed to 120 paces per minute when they are operating in 
the vicinity of the Canteen , the Cadets Blocks, the Cadets Dining Hall and Cerberus Block. 
They are to proceed with caution whilst they are underway with a 'Thickshake' or 
'Milkshake' embarked. They are to double in all other areas of RANC. 

P. W. HOROBI 
Lieutemll1t -Commander 

Training Officer 

SUPPLY LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER (W) R. G. BRAGGE RAN 

Joined the RAN in the 1950s as a Recruit Writer and commissioned in 
1964. 

During his career has served in a number of ships and establishments 
as well as Navy Office and Admiral's staff. Some of the ships have gone 
by the way namely Wan'ego, Bareoo, Gaseoyne and Sydney. Highlight of 
career was standing by and commissioning HMAS Yarra in July 1961. 
Previous posting was as Deputy Supply Officer of the Flag Ship HMAS 
Melbourne. 

A keen golfer- regretfully his ability does not match his aspirations. 

UEUTENANTJ.DOUGLAS 
Born in Bowral, NSW, educated at the Kings School Parramatta, 
LEUT Douglas joined the RAN direct from school as an apprentice at 
HMAS Nirimba. 

After completing his training he left Nirimba in 1964 and from then 
until 1969 served in HMA Ships Duchess, Derwent and Parramalta 
completing six tour of the Far East and visits to many foreign ports. 

In 1969 he suffered a ski-ing accident and wa unfit for further sea 
service until 1971 when he was posted to HMAS Sydney and did 
numerous runs on the 'Vung-Tau Ferry' and a more pleasant trip to the 
west coast of the USA and Canada. 

He was promoted to SBLT in 1971 then completed fifteen months of 
courses in the UK during which he married. On his return to Australia 
he was posted to HMAS Stalwart and from there came to CreslI'ell in 
January 1975. His position at Creswell is the Ba e Engineer Officer. He 
has been transferred to the General List a lthough he cannot play the 
bagpipes. 

LIEUTENANT C. DAVIDSON 
LEUT D avidson joined the RAN in 1966 as a senior entry cadet 
midshipman. A year's academic studies at the College was followed by a 
training cruise in HMAS Anzac and six months of naval instruction 
prior to graduation as a midshipman in July 1967. As a midshipman he 
served aboard HMAS Melbourne, HMAS Denvent, HMS Trump, 
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HMAS Hobart and HMAS Sydney, being fortunate to see most 
Australian ports, the west coast of America, Hawaii , New Guinea and 
Vietnam during this period. Promoted to Acting Sub-Lieutentant in 
September 1968, he attended the Royal Naval Engineering College at 
Manadon, Plymouth, UK, emerging as a Lieutenant, married and with 
a BSc (Electrical Engineering) four years later. After further courses in 
the UK he returned to Australia and joined HMAS Vampire as Deputy 
Weapons and Electronic Engineer Officer in June 1973. A cruise of 
South-East Asian ports in 1975 now leaves him with only two more 
continents to visit. He joined RANC as Jervis Divisional Officer in r 
December 1975. Lieutenant Davidson is married, with a daughter and 
more recently a son. The household also supports a dog, two cats, and a 
rapidly increasing number of guinea pigs. 

LIEUTENANT R. W. FAIRBAIN 

LEUT Fairbainjoined RANC as ajunior entry in 1961 in the days when 
cadets were quite rightly beaten, doubled and quickshifted. This early 
training has stood him in good stead such that he now avoids fisticuffs 
and haste at all costs. 

After graduation in 1964 he served as a midshipman in HMAS 
Melbourne, HMAS Sydney, HMS Trump and HMAS Vampire before 
proceeding to the UK. Since then he has served three times on the staff of 
the Flag Officer Commanding East Australia Area as Secretary to a 
Chief of Staff, in HMAS Platypus, Cerberus and Stalwart and SO in 
HMAS Perth for the 1973 Indian Ocean cruise. He recently joined from 
RANAS Nowra having been Commodore's Secretary and is fitting in 
the duties of 'Scratch' at Creswell together with the 1976 snow season. 

LIEUTENANT R. E. SHALDERS 
Born in Ararat, Victoria, LEUT Shalders joined the RANC in 1967 as a 
junior entry cadet. He initially found it hard to adjust to the pace of life 
after his country upbringing but settled down to graduate in 1971 with 
reasonable successes in academics and sport. 

During his time as a midshipman and sub-lieutenant he served in a 
wide variety of ship in many and varied locations. The highlight of this 
period was the time pent in the United Kingdom where he was po ted in 
1972, ostensibly to undertake operations and weapons cour e . In 
reality he concentrated most of his efforts towards his stated goal of 
sampling as many different types oflager as were available at that time in 
the south of England. 

On return to Australia in late 1972 he spent six months as Executive 
Officer of HMAS Ardent based at Westernport. The ship occasionally 
ventured out into Bass Strait to undertake fishery patrols when the 
weather permitted which was not often as those of you who have tried to 
navigate the area in a 100-foot-Iong floating cork will appreciate. 

Lieutenant Shalders joined HMAS Vendetta in 1973 to re
commission that ship after her modernisation refit. He remained there 
until 1975 and was privileged to be SCO and Sports Officer when 
Vendetta won the Commodore Wordle Trophy for communications and 
the Pakistan Shield for overall sporting prowess in 1974. 

In 1975 he was posted to Papua New Guinea where he took 
command of PNGS Samarai for twelve months. The highlights of that 
year were the Independence celebrations in September, the capture and 
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ubsequent confiscation of two long-range Japanese trawlers, whose 
estimated value was close to $3 million, and the award of the Kelly 
Shield to Samarai in December" 1975 in recognition of her overall 
superior efficiency during the year. 

After an interesting and eye-opening period in the Papua New Guinea 
Defence Force, Lieutenant Shalders returned to Australia in December 
1975 for three months of well-earned leave prior to joining the RANC in 
March 1976. 

LIEUTENANT J. S. C. CLARK RNZN 
LE UT Clark was born in March 1946 and after completing Ihis 
education in New Plymouth, he joined the RNZN in 1965 as a 
supplementary list midshipman. His initial training was carried out in 
HMAS Cerberus and this was followed by twelve months sea time in 
HMNZS Otago. For the next two and a half years he served in HMNZS 
Kiama (an ex-RAN Bathurst class minesweeper). In February 1969 he 
was appointed in command of the patrol boat HMNZS Kahawai and 
fifteen months later returned to HMNZS Otago for his second Hawaii
Far East trip. 

In 1971 LEUT Cl ark trained new recruits in the shore establishment 
HMNZS Tamaki and at the end of that year he married and was 
promptly sent to sea in HMNZS Taranaki for twelve months. 

In January 1973 he commenced a six-month diving course culminat
ing in qualifying to dive in 'hard-hat' equipment to 300 feet. He was one 
of the last full-time divers to gain this qualification as this equipment is 
no longer used in the RNZN. The following eighteen months, apart 
from a two-month period in HMAS Penguin's Diving School, LEUT 
Clark spent as the Diving Training Officer HMNZS Philomel. 

Last year saw him serving in HMNZS Waikato and from there he 
joined RANC in January of this year. 

LEUT Clark is married with two children- a son (intent on becoming 
a Rugby player and diver like dad) and a daughter. Both, like their 
parents, will forever remain true blue Kiwis no matter what Australia 
tries to do to them in their three-year stay here at the College. 

LIEUTENANT Z. RAHMANI 
LEUT Rahmani was born in India and later migrated to Pakistan. In his 
'young days' he was ajack of all trades in the sporting field, participating 
in badmington, cricket and hockey. He was active in drama and 
debating and produced a number of plays. He was a keen bridge player 
in hi bachelor days, and won competition at Karachi and Queensland 
Universities, and more recently at RANC. 

After securing First Divi ion in his Master of Science degree in 
Nuclear Physics from Karachi University, Pakistan, LEUT Rahmani 
decided to accept an offer from Queensland University where he was 
appointed as a full-time tutor in the Physics department. He there joined 
a research team of physicists working in the field of ionospheric physics 
and in 1971 he was awarded his second Master of Science for his work in 
this field. During this time at Queensland University he was actively 
involved in a range of student organisations and served a number of 
them as president and secretary. He was also Senior Resident Tutor and 
Vice-Warden ofInternational House. In 1972 he decided to say goodbye 
to university life and to 'see the world'- he joined the navy. 

After his initial indoctrination to navy life he was posted to HMAS 
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Cerberus where he instructed in Communication Engineering at the 
Weapons Electronic Engineering School. In 1974 he was appointed 
officer-in-charge of the Communications Engineering section. In 1974 
he decided on a partial return to student life and enrolled in a part-time 
Master of Education course. He is now working in the fields of 
Experimental Design and Curriculum and hopes to complete the degree 
at the end of 1976. Early in 1976 he was posted to teach chemistry at 
HMAS Creswell, where he, his wife Sally and baby son Sharife are now 
enjoying the sunshine. 

SENIOR SISTER KEWIN 
Born and educated in Gympie, Queensland, Senior Sister Noreen Kewin 
trained at the Malic and Royal Brisbane Hospitals. The next four years 
she spent in Melbourne working at various hospitals, including the 
Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital for Women, from which she 
graduated as a midwife in 1966. 

Melbourne's inclement weather eventually proved too much for 
Senior Sister Kewin , so, in 1967 she headed north and landed on New 
Guinea's tropical shores, where she worked for two years at the Western 
Highlands Community Hospital. During that time, lured by promises 
from the local Red Cross to provide urgently needed facilities for the 
Hospital, she agreed to enter the annual Miss Territory- Miss Charity 
Quest and won the title 'Miss Western Highlands 1968'. 

From New Guinea, Senior Sister Kewin travelled to England via the 
Orient and Siberia and returned to Australia three and a half years later. 

Senior Sister Kewin joined the RANNS at HMAS Cerberus in 1973 
and has served at HMAS Penguin and PNGDF Patrol Boat Base, 
Lombrum. She joined Creswell in January 1976. 
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Divisional Notes 
FLINDERS DIVISION 

1975 
Despite strong and consistent team work 

Flinders was only able to win a small number 
of sporting events during term 11. In the Inter
Divisional Pistol Shoot, we came to the fore 
and soon had the opposition begging for 
mercy. Our efforts in the soccer, rugby, 
hockey and Australian Rules were not equally 
rewarded. We were only able to win a few 
games in each and finished at the bottom of 
the Cock Division ladder as a result. 

Third term for the Tigers has been our best 
this year. We defeated Jervis in all inter
divisional matches except cricket and have 
given the other divisions something to worry 
about on more than one occasion. In the 
Creswell Cup, due to a lack of wind we could 
only manage third place . 

Perhaps our greatest achievements, have 
been in the water sports. In sailing, Flinders 
have come first in the Gibson Shield and look 
like being well placed in the Peter Sharp 
Trophy. These results a re largely due to the 
efforts of MIDN Wade and CMIDS Nairn 
and G allagher. One of the greatest upsets to 
Cock Division came when the Tigers were 
able to dominate and win the swimming 
carnival. CMIDS Garnock, McKeith, Gal
lagher and Milward swam very well as did the 
whole division in the all hands relay. 

Despite our lack of sporting expertise, 
Flinders have not lost out in the social scene. 
We have had some really great barbecues at 
Greenpatch. These have served to make u a 
division with high spi rit on severa l occasion. 

It was a l 0 largely the efforts of our divi sion 
which made this year's Jazz and Revue the 
success it was. It must also be remembered 
that it was our DO's wife, Cheryl Wellham, 
who was made the cadets' choice for the new 
Director of Studies. 

Despite Flinders division 's lack of sporting 
prowess, the year has been an enjoyable and 
profitable success. This achievement would 
not have been impossible without the support 
of LCDR Lowe, LEUT Well ham and our 
Divisional Midshipman R . A. Shalders. 

1976 
Flinders division had another extremely suc
cessful term, and thus started the year of 1976 
in fine style. A further Cock Division win in 
term I coupled with her title in term III 1975, 

11 

has done much to strengthen divisional spirit. 
The departure of our old Divisional Officer, 

LEUT Wellham and Mrs Wellham was 
probably the only sad point to note in the 
Flinders' success story. We wish LEUT and 
Mrs Well ham the best in their new posting 
Darwin . At the same time we extend a warm 
welcome to LEUT and Mrs Shalders. 

At the start of the year the division 
numbered 40 of whom 18 were new entry. At 
present we are 37, with the departure of S. J. 
Buck, P. Soares and T. Cottam. Also at the 
sta rt of the year we lost CMIDs Goldrick, 
Stevens, Earlam, and Turnbull to study their 
BAs at UNSW, residing at HMAS Watson. 

It is good to see the new Chief Cadet 
Captain, Sandy Garnock, is a product of 
Flinders division. At the helm of the division 
is CC James, who has led the division 
extremely well by his example. Every div
isional member has pulled his weight and this 
was highlighted by our overwhelming win in 
the Athletics. For the new entry, many 
realised on this day what divisional spirit and 
participation was all about. 

It was probably the athletics win last term 
that made our Cock Divison win possible, for 
after that every divisional effort seemed more 
spirited. CM ID Marshall excelled himself in 
the 'slaughter' and sports nine medals and the 
Junior Championship for his mammoth 
effort. Others who performed well included 
two new entrants CMIDs Knox and 
O'Farrell , as well as CMIDs Konings, Nairn, 
Stangret and Clarke. 

Congratulations to· CMID Hoisser, 
Clarke, Spencer, Bayles and Stangret who 
excelled in the end of term academic exam
inat ions. CMID Hoisser topped the 11 
examinations- well done. 

We contributed sizeable representa tions to 
the inter-Service swimming and athletics. One 
of the noticeable things on the deck is the large 
amount of divisional members who are absent 
over the weekends- away with various sport
ing teams. It is encouraging to see and their 
skills always show up during Wednesday 
inter-divisional sport. 

While J2 prepared for their trial HSC, 
Flinders division relaxed at the Shoalhaven 
Ex-Serviceman's Club, a pleasant change 
from the traditional barbecue. 



PHILLIP DIVISION 
1975 

January saw the addition of both junior and 
senior entry to the Dragons and it took little 
time for them to settle down and become 
accustomed to the high spirits and standards 
of the division. 

On the sporting scene the Dragons showed 
their determination in all fields and even 
though we may not have had very many 
individual stars we combined well and proved 
we are a team to be reckoned with. A highlight 
of the sporting season was our undefeated 
soccer team. Fhillip division also did well in 
the inter-divisional cross-country. The div
ision was unfortunate not to win the tug of 
war after reaching the finals. However, that's 
the proverbial luck of the toss. Despite a 
severe setback in the Creswell Cup the Drag
ons cup team did well to make up so much lost 
ground and succeeded in finishing third. 

Turning to the scholastic side of College 
life, it has been quite a successful year for the 
division, with the completion of the Higher 
School Certificate by class J2 and the termi
na tion of studies at the college for class n. 

All in Fhillip division look forward to 
Christmas leave. However, with the coming of 
the Christmas period must also come the 
departure ofLCDR Elder whose influence has 
been strongly felt by not only Fhillip division 
but also the whole College. The new entry in 
the division have been very fortunate to have 
LCDR Elder as their Divisional Officer and 
undoubtedly have benefited greatly from his 
vast experience and support. 

1976 
Fhillip division entered the term determined 

to climb the Cock Division ladder. The 
division is rejuvenated with a new spirit and 
new members. 

The division nearly realised its goal when, 
at the end of the term, Fhillip finished second 
in the Cock Division. The division was neck 
and neck with the winners right up till the last 
week. 

A divisional barbecue enabled everyone in 
the division to socialise informally with some 
of the College staff. It was a great success and 
enjoyed by everyone. 

Fhillip has never been a great sporting 
division but what it lacks in talent, is com
pensated for in spirit. We may not win the 
sport competition but at least we hold our 
own. 

In terms of Naval Training the division has 
done well having won the majority of 
Captain's rounds and divisions. Next term we 
will attack the Cock Division competition 
with even greater ferocity than was de
monstrated this term. 

Fhillip division has been successful in sport 
during term 11 with wins in hockey, rugby and 
soccer, whilst our Australian Rules team has 
remained undefeated . 

In response to the many kind invitations 
extended by LEUT and Mrs Clark, our 
Divisional Officer, the division invited them 
to dinner at the Shoalhaven Ex-Servicemens 
Club, but regretfully they were unable to 
attend. 

COOK DIVISION 
1975 

Cook division was triumphant for two of 
the three terms of the year. With the addition 
of the new entry, both junior and senior, Cook 
was to take off the Australia Day beach 
sports. Unlike the other divisions, Cook did 
not suffer a spate of resignations from the new 
entry, they accepted their position and settled 
into the routine. Soon the new entry were well 
and truly thrown into the lion's den with the 
Annual Swimming Championships. Cook 
division won the all-hands relay. 

Our spirit was well based for when it was 
time to change DOs the division still main
tained its high morale. LEUT D. G. Jennings 
took over from LEUT D. Davidson who had 
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led the divi ion to its high status, in fact with 
our new DO the division gained new heights. 
It was not surprising to see numerous Cook 
members cho en to represent the College in 
ISCAM, for example Derek Frew and Keith 
Grover both broke records in high-jump and 
pole-vaulting respectively. Other repre
sentatives were Allan Quinton, Richard Jon
ker, Feter Kelly, Feter Watkins, Steve Brown, 
Mark Rodgers and David Musgrove. 

Throughout the year our divisional bar
becues were popular as they provided a 
relaxed environment for everyone. Cook en
joyed many victory musters to devour yet 
more Fusser's cake. 



Cook division was also to take out the 
cricket competition for term I without any 
losses. Incidentally it was from this team that 
over half of the College cricket side was 
selected. 

Term II was to prove equally, if not more 
profitable, in sport. A remarkable effort by 
Allan Quinton led to his winning all of the five 
inter-divisional cross-countries. Our new T
shirts proved a great success with their 
domination over the other divisions' ap
pearance in sporting and divisional turnouts. 
The College boxing finals were dominated 
also by Cook members who accounted for 
themselves very well, e.g. GeoffTurner, Mark 
Rodgers. This term was to finish as a high note 
for the division with the presentation to Cock 
Division again. This was inevitably followed 
by a well-celebrated Cock dinner. 

Inter-divisional winter sports were played 
well with Australian Rules and Rugby award 
to Cook. Colours at Divisions were awarded 
to Mark Rodgers (Rugby), Wayne Haynes 
(Australian Rules) and lan Logan (Basket
ball). 

To date, term III has yielded us the Tug-of
War Championship and a record in the 
Creswell Cup. 

As it can be seen, Cook division has been 
most successful in sport. More often than not 
this has been due to pure effort and de
termination rather than skill in a particular 
sport. 

1976 
Apart from Cook division's participation in 

the Cock Division competition, another im
portant field in which Cook has been dom
i nant is, of course, the Arts. For instance, on 
any afternoon in our showers, one can find a 
truly outstanding soap opera, not to mention 
singing. Indeed, the voice of Don Faulkner is 
renowned for its ability to invoke sleep. 

Another aspect very important in divisional 
life is the divisional barbecue. Cook's one and 
only get together this term was shared with 
Jervis division. Despite both divisions being 
keen rivals, the occasion was, as usual, full of 
congeniality and sobriety. The occasion was 
also a chance to farewell the intrepid Class III 
cadets. 

Cook's zoological collection is certainly 
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yielding dividends. A great variety of speci
mens have been obtained and classified into 
two distinctive genera, namely 11 and senior 
entry. Cook considers itself fortunate to have 
such a good collection of these prized items, 
unlike the rather motl.y groups the other 
divisions possess. Consider Cook's typical 
new entry cadet, CMID 'X' (otherwise known 
as Swain). He is ruggedly rugged, completely 
and utterly unco-ordinated and, due to his 
excessive smoking, breathes through a kipper 
which he calls a lung. However, they are 
shaping up well. 

So as not to be biased, we must admit there 
are some ar~ :.ts in which we have lagged 
behind in the Cock Division competition. On 
the other hand, Cook has done extremely well 
in- wait for it- bosun dinghy sailing. Cook 
division has always believed in fair play, and 
any accusations concerning such conduct, 
plus sabotage of other divisions dinghys, are 
completely false. 

The same success story is the case for most 
other sports. Briefly, the three main sporting 
events this term were the College Athletics 
Meeting, the Inter-Services Colleges Swim
ming Carnival and the Inter-Services College 
Athletics Meeting. In all of these Cook 
members figured prominantly. In the former , 
Cadet Captain Frew was placed on a pedestal 
in pole-vaulting. Peter Kelly also distin
guished himself by becoming the Senior 
Champion at ISCSC; CMID King stood out 
with his fine display of breast-stroking. 
ISCAM proved to be too much of a hurdle for 
Creswell despite good attempts by Peter 
Kelly. In all ummer port Cook did very 
well, especially in the tug-of-war in which we 
won the Governor's Cup. At present, Cook is 
winning the sports competition for this term. 

The rise of Cook division can be contri
buted to a number of factors. The first is 
Cook's renowned Fuehrer whose policies of 
lebensraum and aggression have yielded 
favourable results, such as the annexation of 
the 'Danzig (Cook) Corridor'. 

During term III 1976, the Royal New 
Zealand Navy Chief of Staff had a brief 
discussion with Cook division Kiwis Bruce 
Milne and Paul Gilkison. Cook division is 
doing well in sport and the majority of the 
Creswell hockey team belong to Cook. 



FLlNDERS DIVISION 1976 
Back Row: 
G. Christian, W. Eversham , S. Stangret, R. Hill , M. Clarke, M . Keast , 1. Hois er, B. Turner, S. Mar ha ll , R. Nairn. 
Centre: 
C. Gorey, P. Griffin , R. Marsha ll , S. Dachs, G . Bayle , C. O 'Farrell , G . Knox, S. Firth , M. McKeilh, D. Lucock , D. 
Gallagher, M. Fox. 
Front: 
P. Konings , S. Coppens, J . Stephenson, D. Bates, Chief Cadet Captain A. Garnock , LEUT R. Shalders, Cadet Captain G. 
l ames, S. Spencer, R . Boyce, M . Thraves, 1. Milward . 

PHTLLlP DIVISION 1976 
Back Row: 
A. Mills-Thom, C. Bale , P. Smith , P. Sullivan , R. Woods, A. Digby, J. Hepburn , G. Arbuthnot , S. Donaldson, K. Tinkler, 
M . Gallagher. 
Centre: 
C. Stanfield , G . Mapson , S. Copeland, M. Spruce, M . Bromback, C. Cooper, P. Briers, M . Andrews, A. Lugton , D . Norris, 
P. G a rdiner. 
Front: 
M. Moon , D. Littlehales, S. House, G. Ferguson, R. Richard , LEUT J. Clark RNZN , S. 10hnson, A. McGill, S. Wa lling, 
S. Slraughan, R . While. 



COOK DIVISION 1976 
Back Row: 
A. Rodgers, J . Kelly , B. M arien, P. Swain , L. King, P . Gilki son, I. Laxton, M . Down, T. Barrett, D . Musgrove, D . Thomas. 
Centre: 
A. Hayes, C. Ma rkham, M. Blackmore, P. Kra us, J . Scott, D . Robin on, D . Faulkner, A. Gough , R . Cox, M . Kelly, M . 
Georgelin . 
Front: 
A. Woolf, P. Heslewood, P. Shields, B. M ilne, Cadet Captain D . Frew, LEUT D. Jennings USN, P. Chapman, C. Thomas, 
G. Turner, K. Turner, A. D 'orsogna. 

JER VIS DIVISION 1976 
Back Row: 
G. Da le, R . Menhinick, N. Coate , P. May, A. McKnight, P. Lockwood , P. Jack on, A. Morton , P. Le chen, D . 
Alexander, P. Adams 
Centre: 
P. Naughton , R . Stevens, G . Pearce, N. Perry, M . Garth , M . Clarke, M . Freeman, C. D avis, P. Campbell, M . Galvin , P. 
Ellis, D. Ha rley. 
Front: 
P. Murray, W. Gibson, P. Firkin, G . lones, P . Wa rwick, Cadet Captain l . Rous eau, LEUT C. D avidson, P. Frederick , G . 
Dale, R. Brace, T. Howe , M . Lar en, A . Atkj~ on . 



JERVIS DIVISION 
1975 

Second term 1975 got off to a grand start with 
a barbecue at Green Fatch the first Sunday 
back. This was enjoyed by everyone including 
the TO (LCDR Walker) and the XO. 

Throughout this term of winter sport inter
divisional competition Jervis did well es
pecially in the hockey and Rugby. Our hockey 
team was in excellent form with Feter Murray, 
Feter Leschen, Brad Brennan , Adrian Wotton 
and John Rousseau all being members of the 
1st Hockey XI. Our Rugby team, although 
beaten once by Fhillip and Cook divisions 
managed to hold their own with Stu Dietrich, 
Rowan Moffitt and Bob Jude always playing 
hard. We eventually came second in inter
divisional sport. 

This term was also marked by the Annual 
Boxing Championships, in which many Jervis 
took part, and by the inter-divisional Cross
Country Championship. The latter was held 
over four races and was completely a team 
effort but unfortunately we could only 
manage third placing. In bosun dinghy in
spections we fared even better and won this 
easily. Captain's rounds, in which we had a 
few wins, also gave us needed points for Cock 
Division. 

However at the end of the term when Cock 
Division was finally announced, we were 
narrowly beaten into first place by Cook 
division who won by one-third of a point. 

Third term 1975 started with the promotion 
of Class II to midshipmen but this meant little 
to the organisation of the division. Also 
during this term wa the annual Jazz and 
Revue held on 11 September and many 
instructors and officers were singled out for 
special attention. 

In sport Jervis did not fare very well
summer sports do not seem to be our forte
and consequently we were beaten overall. 
Bosun dinghies and Rounds were evenly div
ided as were points for marching. In Cock 
Division we did not do at all well in coming 
last- a unique position for Jervis division. 

In sailing this term Jervis division fared well 
and special mention must be made of Bob 
Jude and Mark Rutherford, who took out the 
Gibson Shield for crewed bosuns. 

1976 
Jervis division began 1976 with a new Div
isional Officer, LEUT C. David on, a new 
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Cadet Captain, John Rousseau and a new 
entry of 18 raw cadets joining the 21 old sea 
salts. We were fortunate to have a number of 
good sportsmen in the new entry while several 
established Jervisians performed well in Col
lege and divisional sport. In athletics John 
Rousseau, Nigel Coates and Denis Alexander 
gained ISCAM representation; in cricket 
Nick Clarke and Feter Murray performed 
well; in Rugby, John Rousseau , Nick Clarke 
and Nick Galvin shone; while in soccer 
Jervisians include Jerry Davis, Nigel Ferry, 
Nigel Coates, Gordon James, Fat Firkin, 
Mick Larsen and Norm Ridgway. 'Bazzle' 
Garth achieved great successes in sailing 
particularly in our new Endeavour yacht 
Currembene. 

Yet with such talent in the division sporting 
successes have generally eluded us. The Col
lege athletics resulted in a 3rd for Jervis; the 
Winter Sports Knockout a 4-way tie for first; 
while we failed to win Cock Division due to 
our poor marching. Despite this lack of 
success the division has maintained a high 
standard of morale and camaraderie. We 
started the year off well with a combined 
barbecue with Cook, at which our new 
Divisional Officer and family were in
troduced. Early in the year we gained a further 
member with a young son Max John 
(affectionately named after the 'Blue Max') 
being born to LEUT and Mrs Davidson. 
Young Max and family were officially wel
comed with appropriate tokens of lervis 
goodwill. 

On the academic ide Jervis seem to excell, 
with wins in Classes I and II fla hing and 
senior chool and tertiary studies. Jervis excels 
at the art of 'chog' or canteen running with 
many hungry 11 and Class I cadets making a 
bid for supremacy in this field. Again in the 
cadets car park many Jervisians sport new 
expen ive cars after the leave period, however 
our DO's machine could not compare in this 
field with his Cook division's counterpart. 

We are under new management in this 
second term of 1976 with Cadet Captain Nigel 
Perry taking John Rousseau's place. Two 
cadets received a draft to the big ship
citizenship, and we lost two cadets to Flinders 
division. With two seconds and a first in 
Captain's rounds' so far, we are doing well. 



Brothers, Cadet Midshipman David Garnock (now a Midshipman) and Cadet Midshipman Alexander (Sandy) Garnock 
put their names in Naval hi tory by both attaining the most enior po ition a cadet can reach- Chief Cadet Captain. They 
both joined RANC as junior entry- David in 1972 and Sandy in 1973 . 

Captain Broben and the 1976 Cadet Captains. 
Derek Frew of Cook Di vision; John Rou sseau of Jervis Divisio n; The Chief Cadet Captain Alexander Garnock; Guy 
James of Flinders Divi sion and Bob Richards of Phillip Divi sion . 



CLASS mCA TRAINING CRUISE 

Or 'Never go to Sea' (Again, apologies to John Winton) 

Sydney, that mecca of sailors from Darwin to 
Wellington and, incidentally, the starting 
point of what was, to Duchess, the RAN's 
Training Ship, cruise 2/75, but to us, Class 
IIICA, all the work, fun, love, sensational 
sunsets, magnificent sunrises, peaceful middle 
watches, glory of the sea ... sorry, I got a little 
carried away. 

Armed with a slight knowledge of the 
intricacies of astro-navigation and a slighter 
knowledge of the mysteries of blind pilotage 
gleaned somewhere amongst leave at HMAS 
Watson, we joined the 'Chess' on 7 March for 
seven weeks. With a week alongside in Sydney 
as a warm-up behind us, we went into two 
watches to see if we could touch our toes with 
our eyeballs, and also do a spot of coastal 
fixing. Then, turning our bows towards a 
gentle swell (and our stomachs inside out), we 
began a leisurely passage across the Tasman 
to show the ensign in that tropical paradise of 
the South Seas, New Zealand. (Note the PR 
job by the author, RNZN). At this point, a 
certain Sub-Lieutenant on the bridge, recall
ing centuries of nautical lore picked up in 
years of rigorous training, gazing at a glorious 
red sunset, said 'Red sky, shepherd's pie'. 

Our first port of call was Auckland, and in 
typical Australian style, we had Taranaki for 
breakfast in Rugby, and Tamaki for tea in 
beer-drinking. Thoughts of breakfast at the 
College were brought to mind by visiting the 
boiling mud pools in Rotorua. This brief stop 
led to a spot of pilotage in the Hauraki Gulf to 
test the navigator's alarm clock, recently 
installed on the bridge, and passage to 
Wellington to cool (among other things) our 
ardour, doing watch-on-deck. Following our 
visit to Wellington, New Zealand's equivalent 

to Cerberus weather, we set out for intensive 
Captain-worrying in the beautiful Marl
borough Sounds area. For eight days we 
played 'chicken' in the Sounds. Local boat
owners were amazed at the foreign warship 
that frequently appeared from obscure bays, 
tried to ram them and scurried into obscurity. 
They were equally amazed at the trail of little 
Australians, fervently clutching little orange 
notebooks, describing graceful arcs from the 
bridge pursued by cries of 'You're late!' and 
'What about the little red speedboat coming 
up our starboard side?' 

Well, to our relief (not to mention that of 
local boat owners) we finished the pilotage 
phase and took passage to Nelson for a quiet 
(7) rest before once more braving the high seas 
for passage to Brisbane. En route (that is, as 
we rounded Cape Horn and were later seen
and deemed a secret weapon- by the Russ
ians in the Baltic) we practiced our astro
navigation, arriving in Brisbane in plenty of 
time for Easter, native's leave, and general 
festivities. Nearly a week in Brisbane acclima
tised us to Australian beer again and prepared 
us for the run down the coast to Sydney, via an 
exercise off Jervis Bay. However, the old girl 
decided that she'd had enough of us for one 
cruise and decided to give the exercise a miss 
(so that we could get back early and give our 
Misses exercises), and we steamed (barely) 
into Sydney (contrary to popular opinion it 
was not, in fact, Montevideo) Harbour on 22 
April. Now it's passing out for us, followed by 
Fleet time- a.nd I leave with this thought: 

'Midshipman is the title given to the officer 
ranking below the lowest commissioned 
officer. A midshipman is senior only to a naval 
cadet.' 
(Encyclopaedia Britannica). 

HEA VE-HO What you do when seasick and you've eaten too much HO. 
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1976 PASSING OUT PARADE 

The 1976 Fassing Out Farade was held on 
Thur day 8 July. Excellent weather prevailed, 
despite the fact it was the first parade in 
winter. 

The East Australia Area Band, under 
the baton of LEUT W. Farrell, provided the 
mu ic for the parade- all ran moothly. The 
cadet divisions, with Flinders in the lead, 
formed the bulk of the parade, while the 
Fromotion Class of 40 Cia s IIIC Midship
men formed the guard. The College mascot, 
who tole much of the limelight with his rather 
amateurish performance of 'once around the 
Quarterdeck' led the parade on to the parade 
ground at 1030. 

A capacity audience attended the parade, 
which wa reviewed by the Governor
General, Sir John Kerr, and included such 
naval per onnel as the Chief of Naval Staff, 
the Flag Officer Commanding East Australia 
Area and other dignitaries of the Army, Air 
Force and the Diplomatic Corps. We grate
fully acknowledge the presence of those 1925 
RANC graduates who managed to attend this 
year i.e. Vice-Admiral Sir Alan McNicoll, 
KBE, CB, GM; Rear-Admiral and Mrs O. H. 
Becher, CBE, DSO, DSC; Commander J. 
Bath; Lieutenant-Commander F. Carr, and 
Mr and Mrs B. Fhelan. 

Members of the passing out class have spent 
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from two-and-a-half to four years at CresweLl 
and at sea training to join the ranks of more 
than 1500 RAN officers who have passed 
through the College since its establishment 
sixty-three years ago. 

Sir John Kerr, after having reviewed the 
passing out parade, later presented the 
College's major prizes. Congratulation to all 
Class IIIC and to the following prizewinner: 
Queen's Gold Metal- Keith Malpre of 
I1ID; the Otto Albert Memorial Frize for 
Seamanship- Neville Teague of IIIC; the 
Royal New Zealand Navy Frize for Nav
igation for New South Wales Univer ity 
tudents- Victor Stuart Jone I1ID; the Au -

tralian In titute of Navigation Prize for 
Midshipman of Cresswell Cour e- Boyd 
Robinson; the Governor-General's Cup
Ralph Marshall of J2. 

The completion of the parade was marked 
by an impre sive flypast by aircraft from 
HMAS Albatross. 

Doc Holliday and his Beachcombers en
tertained us at the ball on the same night at 
Bomaderry RSL Club: he received unsolicited 
assistance from Haynes, Fercival and brother 
and Mrs Douglas' highland tap. Nearly 300 
attended the ball for which we would like to 
express our thanks to all of Class IIIC. 
Bon voyage! 



PASSING OUT PARADE 

Cap~ain greet Sir John Guard Officer M ID Shalders pre ents guard 

Sir John pa e by the old salts ... But swap a yard with Macca 



I. 

3. 

4. 
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2. 

MAJOR PRIZEWINNERS 

1. MIDN Keith Malpress receives Queen's M~dal from 
Sir John Kerr 

2. MIDN Neville Teague receives the Otto Albert 
Memorial Prize 

3. RNZN prize for Navigation to MIDN Victor Jones 

4. MIDN Boyd Robinson- in apparent shock- wins 
the Australian Institute of Navigation Prize 

5. CM ID Ralph Marshall receives the Governor
General's Cup from His Excellency 

5. 

• 



PASSING OUT CLASS 1976 
VALETE 

IAN ALLAN NEWCASTLE NSW JE71 /SE74 
Born under the clear skies of Newcastle, Irish has the dubious 
distinction of joining the College twice. First as a 1971 junior entry and 
again, after a year off, in 1974. While at the College he has represented us 
in soccer, basketball and Franklin sailing, including the Sydney-Hobart 
Yacht race. 
College Soccer XI 74, 75 Full Colours; 
basketball 74, 75 Half Colours 

PHILLIP ATKINS ST ANTHORFE QLD SE73 
Wedgie is the only 1973 SE in his year. This is due to a unique set of 
circumstances. He started a surveying course at the College and went on 
to complete his second year at UNSW. Unfortunately the 'powers that 
be' decided he would be more useful at the College on the Cre well 
course. Amazingly he did not resign. Wedgie is also a stalwart supporter 
of the bar, it has been said 'If you can make it, he can drink it'. 
Soccer, tennis 

MARK BONATO BUNDABERG QLD SE74 
Mark joined the College the hard way as a senior entry Topman , after 
finding the Leeuwin climate too much like his home town Bundaberg. 
With the principle of fitting his bow with many strings he undertook a 
BE(m) but found Jervis deck activities incompatible with studies and so 
joined the Creswell course in 1975. A dedicated follower of Aussie Rules 
as 'medico come orange boy' , he has been likened to many FOSHAs at 
the College of late. Mark is noted for blazing many tracks in pursuit of 
hi s hobbies of hiking and photography, though shooting is his forte. 
Shooting Team 74, 75 

NIGEL BRITTON REYNELLA SA SE74 
As the name sugge ts Naagel is one of those English gentry who left the 
'homeland' seeking greener pasture on Australian soil. He till di plays 
many 'Fommieisms' and betrays his place of origin upon the parting of 
his lips. He still cannot be convinced that football is not the English 
version soccer, but the Australian vel' ion- anything but occer! 
Soccer 74, 75 

STEPHEN BRAND LATE OF WOOLWICH UK SE74 
'Ocker', as Steve i known to his' Australian compatriots, emigrated to 
Australia from England as recently as 1973. Frior to entering the College 
he worked in a cheese factory as a labourer and as a musician in a band. 
Ocker, with his experience of life and travels throughout Europe and 
Asia, considers himself a man of the world. No, this is not tongue-in
cheek, he really means it. Some say it is because he is not used to the sun. 
Sailing; volleyball; Rugby 1 st XV 
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GORDON JAMES HARRY CAMPBELL PERTH WA SE74 
Flash, as he is known to his colleagues, was born in Arbroath, bonny 
Scotland. He completed the Officer Candidate course at HMAS 
LeeuIVin and entered the College as one of the famous Topmen. His size, 
which closely resembles that of a grizzly bear, was used effectively on the 
Rugby field. 
Rugby 1st XV 74, 75 

ENSIGN PETER J. DREW RNZN 
Feter was born in the UK in 1956 and started moving to Antipodean 
delights in 1966, when his family shifted to New Zealand. His 
connection with the sea began 'mucking around in mall boats' on 
Whangarei Harbour and he later joined the Sea Cadet Corps on the 
conditions, imposed by his father, that he never joined the navy. He 
joined the navy as ajunior entry in 1972, thrust into the arms of his brash 
Australian neighbours, where he served, under the bonnets of several 
old cars, for the last four years, achieving a little recognition for various 
revues and magazines, with the Harrington Frize in 1974. 

STEWART DIETRICH SYDNEY NSW SE74 
A product of Sydney Church of England Grammar and a Cadet Captain 
of Jervis Division. Stu, a barman during his years before joining the 
College, saw the bottoms of many beer mugs, a tradition he was to carry 
on at the 'hallowed' haunts ofDarve's Bar. Never far from a Rugby field 
or for that matter the bar afterwards, he captained the College 1 st XV 
and on the way picked up the Bennett Memorial Frize in 1975. Frequent 
forays to Sydney to keep in touch with dusky maidens he dreamed of as a 
budding naval officer meant he was little seen, nevertheless he left a 
mark on Jervis Division. 

Stu is off to the USS Midway for three months loan. 
1 t XV 74, 75, Captain 75; Burnett Memorial Frize 75; 
ailing 74, 75; CC Jervi 75 

HOWARD FURNESS PERTH-BRISBANE JE72 
Howie joined the RANC at the tender age of 16 and from this amazing 
tart to his future he proceeded to make many friends with his never

ending obsession with bikes and booze. He tells us flat beer sucked from 
a keg i ripper. Roy amazed everyone by passing hi HSC and even more 
so with his' alty dit ' that per uaded many to have econd thoughts 
about leaving the Navy. A regular member of the I t XVIII and 
swimming teams, Roy hope to become a clearance diver. IF he talks as 
much down below the 'oggin' a he does above they will be rationing air. 
1st XVIII 72, 73, 74, 75; South Coast League Leading Scorer 74; 
athletics 73; swimming 73, 74 

DA YID GARNOCK COO MA NSW JE72 
'Biccie' or 'Chop' has the distinction of being one of the top six most 
charged cadet in his early years at the College. It therefore came as a 
great surprise when he was promoted to Cadet Captain at the end of his 
second year and an even greater surprise when he was made Chief Cadet 
Captain early into his third year. D ave went on to become the longest 
reigning CCC of the College. He was known affectionately as the Chief 
C hop or Barney. He is a lso off to the USS Midway for three months 
'loan'. 
Rugby 1st XV; Soccer 1st XI; Tennis 1st VIII; 
CC Fhillip Division Dec 73-April 74; CCC April 74-Dec 75 
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PETER W. GILLIN GRAFTON/FENRITH NSW JE71 
'Boot' has the distinction of joining the College twice in 1971 as a J E and 
in 1974 as an SE. This uncertainty may be attributed to his birth place of 
Grafton . Boot will be remembered for the way in which his cabin was 
kept up to scratch despite his personal habits and hobbies. He held up 
the standards of the cross-country team for two years organising many 
different competitions. A thirst for excitement led to his losing a brand 
new car in 1974, however this was fortunate as he decided only a Mini 
was needed for short trips to Lane Foole Road and back. As yet Boot is 
uncertain (again!) as to his future career. 
Athletics 74, 75 Half Colours 

PHILIP GRAETZ GAWLER SA JE72 
Fhil is one of those cadets who has no naval family history and is at a loss 
when asked to explain his reasons for joining the navy . Little is known of 
FhiI , he is rarely seen and sometimes one wonders how he can be so 
inconspicuous. He is one of the few who have reached great heights in 
the art of striving for mediocrity. 
Australian Rules , tennis, athletics, chess, Christian Fellowship and a 
leading light in revue. 

MAX HANCOCK GOLD COAST QLD JE72 
Max could best be described asjack of all trades, but master of few. This 
is particularly true of his sporting ability. Having tried his hand at 
severa l sports, a different sport each year he could quite easi ly have won 
Full Colours but for his rather 'determined' nature on certain occasions. 
He is also interested in politics, and is well remembered for his speech 
'Yesterday Hero' at the annual Jazz and Revue. 
Hockey 72, 73; Australian Rules 1st XVIII 74; Rugby 1st XV 75 

DA YID HARVEY SYDNEY NSW SE74 
An expatriate Englishman, D'Arv (as he is more readily known amongst 
his classmates) has been a Sydney resident for the past twelve years. His 
spheres of interest within the College have included both the Rugby field 
and the sea. A keen yachtsman, he was a member of the Franklin crew. 
He has been accep ted by hi clas mate even though he i not a native, 
becau e of hi s valiant efforts at the bar: he can almost hold hi own 
amongst the best. This is contributed to by the fact that he has lived in 
the country long enough to shake off his native customs. Where' 
Stewart? 
Rugby 74, 75; sailing- Frank/in 

WA YNE R. HA YNES WERRIBEE/WODONGA VIC. SE74 
Twig was born in Werribee, Victoria and much of his scholastic 
education was obtained at Wodonga High School in the north east of 
Victoria. In 1972 he joined the navy via HMAS Leeuwin where he was 
selected for the Officer Candidates Course and, rumour has it, used the 
west coast to further his education in other than scholastic spheres. 

Entering the College in January 1974 gave Wayne the opportunity to 
concentrate his interests on the task of becoming an officer, and though 
not a brilliant academic he held the middle order performers together. 
On the sports field he represented the College in Australian Rules (Full 
Colours) and was judged best utility player in 1975, while other 
representative sports included volleyball and basketball. 
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Socially he appears to have been rather particular. At the time of 
publication there are those who wonder if he's not spending too much 
time with a certain plumber's daughter from the not-too-distant-for
weekends north. 

ROBERT J. JUDE SYDNEY NSW SE74 
Bob decided in 1974 after following Dad around the world that he would 
like to go solo for once and so decided to join the navy. His boarding 
school days at Knox stood him in good stead as he often made frequent 
trips to the big smoke to pursue unfinished business. Bob managed to 
survive the academic life comfortably and further his extracurricular 
activities of sailing and Rugby. He is one of the few real salts in the class 
after participating in Franklin's east coast cruise in 1975. 
Sai ling 74, 75 Full Colours; Rugby 74, 75 1st XV 

MARK KELLAM GOLD COAST QLD SE74 
Phally was born in that winter wonderland of the south, Melbourne, to 
two very unsuspecting parents. His obvious talent, though, for Aussie 
Rules forced a move to Tasmania where the competition is not so hard. 
But also the chilling winds of Van Dieman's Land forced another move 
to Brisbane's mecca, the Gold Coast. Here, unrestricted , Wayne's 
talents developed as did his urge to move yet again. For it was in 1974 
that he joined the College to pursue football fame and a number of local 
women along the way. Wayne has since represented the College in 
Australian Rules, volleyball and basketball and occasionally on the 
cricket field. His latest claim to fame of course has been his space age 
vehicle that rises and falls on its suspension. 
Australian rules 74, 75, 76 Full Colours; volleyball 75, 76 

ADRIAN KOPS MELBOURNE VIC. SE74 
Hailing originally from the United Kingdom Adrian completed his 
econdary education before joining the RANC in 1974. His reasons for 

wanting to join are rather obscure; the reasons for his acceptance are 
even more obscure. He is one of those st range specimens weekend 
visitors to the College take great delight in tudying from the safety of 
their car. Adrian is spectacular in that he never did anything truly 
pectacular. 

Soccer 1 t XI 74, 75 

ENSIGN IAN LOGAN HASTINGS NZ SE74 
Ian joined the Royal New Zealand Navy in the hope of getting away 
from home and the tiresome life he led there, to a life of travel and 
adventure. While he did travel all the way to the College he has not 
enjoyed those hoped-for visits to other foreign ports yet. 

Known to his mates as Logie this quiet Kiwi constantly reminds us 
that he has no relationship with those Australian film industry awards. 
Ha ving reached a height of 6 14" he has excelled on the basketball and 
volleyball courts. 
Basketball 74, 75 Full Colours; volleyball 75 Full Colours 
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MICHAEL McDONALD CANBERRA ACT SE74 
Macca joined RANC with the intention of doing a BSc but, after 
viewing his first examination results, he wisely decided to transfer to the 
Creswell Course. He has played a variety of sports, originally beginning 
at hockey but giving the game away after trying to chew the wrong end 
of someone else's hockey stick. This resulted in a visit by the tooth fairy 
and an accompanying satanic smile. 
Hockey I st XI; Australian Rules I st XVIII; tennis and sailing 

ENSIGN BRUCE CLARK McLENNAN NELSON NZ JE72 
Blucey also known as Blip, Yuk Yuk and several others, depending on 
the situation, was the first cadet in contemporary times to drive and own 
the elite and often revered MGB. He somehow managed to produce the 
annual 1975 Jazz and Revue despite all the help he received from College 
staff. He is remembered in some circles as being the exponent of the 
gentle art of judo who managed to break his collarbone in an exhibition 
of the said art. 
Soccer 72, 75 Full Colours; Benson Bowl 73 , 74; sailing- Gibson Shield 
72; Yacht Franklin ticket Full Colours; Cadet Captain Cook Division 
Dec 74-Dec 75 

ROW AN C. MOFFITT SYDNEY NSW SE74 
Rowan, or Muff to friends, came to us from Trinity Grammar in 1974. 
He elected to do an Engineering degree but found it incompatible with 
other activities and joined the Creswell Course in 1975. Awesome power 
was thrust upon him due to appointment as Class President for the 
Indonesian cruise in 1975. Rowan feels exams unnecessary as he almost 
proved this. It is rumoured he has outside connections as a well-dressed 
Rover has often replaced his Mini then Datsun in the car park. Muff did 
his best to represent RANC at Rugby, swimming and sailing but found 
our ground too hard here for Rugby, experiencing numerous injuries. 
Swimming 74, 75 , 76, Captain 75 , Full Colour ; 
Rugby 1 st XV 74, 75; sailing 

ALUN OLDFIELD SYDNEY NSW SE74 
Sparra was born in Pembrokeshire in the south of Wales in March 1955. 
We are told his relatives were all Irish miners to which can be attributed 
his distinct lack of height. Much travelled, Alun settled in Melbourne 
but moved shortly afterwards to Sydney where he tells us he attended 
North Narrabeen Boys High. It seems this is where the English accent 
was dutifully lost. Sparrajoined the College early in 1974 and we are told 
he thought he was joining the navy! After a short period in the degree 
stream the little fish jumped into the Creswell Course pool to pursue a 
career in College sports representation which included Rugby, soccer 
and athletics. Alun hopes to make a career in the clearance diving 
branch. 
Rugby 74, 75; athletics 74, 75; cross-country 74, 75 
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NICHOLAS PA YNE NEWCASTLE NSW JE72 
Nick comes from the Hunter Valley, renowned for its wines and old 
beer, or so he would have us believe. He caused much confusion by 
having his name changed in his final year and many people were 
wondering what had happened to MIDN Fajnic and where MIDN 
Fayne came into the picture. He was often noticed driving his Ford panel 
van until one day it mysteriously disappeared and a Toyota Celica took 
its place. Some people have noted it was about this time he changed his 
name. 
Basketball 74-75; surfing; soccer 72-75 Full Colours; Benson Bowl 75 

STEPHEN PERCIV AL RABAUL TFNG SE74 
Hoss is remembered as the 'Fhantom Fiper' of Creswell. This is due 
mainly to his ability to produce a cacophony from an aerated haggis
some call these objects bag-pipes. He played 'Amazing Grace' at the 
Fromotion Farade in 1974. Unfortunately he has not confined his 
playing to parades and they have been heard to bellow at all times of the 
day and night. Hoss played front row for the College 1st XV. 

Not content to play the pipes only at the Mess Dinner in the 
Wardroom in June 1976, he attempted, with some encouragement, to 
arouse the spirits of some recently arrived Scots in Village Road. Not 
only were these new Australians not in the least amused to be aroused 
from their sleep at 2 am, but they 'wudna rekonized da toon'. 

NORMAN ANDREW REED HEATHCOTE NSW SE74 
Norm, Abnorm or Zab joined the navy as a junior recruit in 1972 and 
completed the Officer Candidate course and so came to RANC. He is 
remembered for his exploits on the Murchison River, Western 
Australia, in a canoe and came to the College a confirmed addict. He 
originally intended to be an engineering officer but has since reverted to 
the Supply Branch, or should we say 'been reverted?'. 
Golf, squash, hockey and canoeing 

DA VID RENDELL DUBBO NSW JE72 
Born in the dubious outback town of Dubbo NSW, Chud joined the 
RANC funnily enough with a number of other civilians in the 1972 
junior entry. Chud ha alway wondered about this coincidence, for he 
has oft been known to return, at odd times, to recapture some of the 
motivation which prompted his joining. At Dubbo, he attended Dubbo 
South High School. His rea on for joining the College are obscure but it 
i possible that it was a distant place. His. aversion at being in Fhillip 
division which was north of Jervis division in the new accommodation 
block is not explained. David has represented the College well at sailing 
and Rugby with an occasional fling at athletics. 
Rugby 72, 73, 74, 75; athletics 72, 73; sailing 72, 73, 74, 75 

NICHOLAS RICHARDS THURSDAY ISLAND, TORRES 
STRAIT JE72 
Nick is one of those cadets who star at nothing in particular. He has 
represented the College in several sports but his forte is mechanics. His 
cultural interests embrace cars, with a pinch of archeology. Having 
spent most of his childhood on Thursday Island, we don't blame Nick 
for wanting to travel, but archeology and exploring ... ? 
Rugby Union 1st and 2nd XV, athletics, Australian Rules, judo 
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BOYD ROBINSON MAREEBA QLD JE72 
Boyd was raised in far North Queensland

'Where the beer flow freely , 
and men without thirsts 
a re few and far between ... ' 
Boyd spent four years at the College involved in all College activities 

and some extra ... ! which were not on the College curricula. Black was 
on the editorial staff of the magazine, was said to be one of the unsung 
heroes of the Rugby field , was the best loser in boxing and was the dux of 
lC in 1974. 
Cadet Captain Fhillip Division April 1974-December 1975; Rugby 
Union 1st XV 74, 75 Half Colours 

STOF FRESS! The Governor-General , Sir John Kerr presented Boyd 
with the Australian Insitute of Navigation Prize in July 1976. Boyd was 
the only Class III cadet to pass out with maximum time gained- six 
months. 

MARK A. RUTHERFORD MELBOURNE VIC. SE74 
Mark or 'Chook' as he was effectively named , is an ex-Englander who 
moved to East Africa shortly after he opened his wide eyes to the world 
in 1954. However a distaste for the lack of civilisation and cars prompted 
his journey to Australia. Mark is especially noted for his able handling 
of Franklin as numerous torn headsails and dozens of empties will 
testify. Mark is extremely agile is his demonstrations of raising frozen 
cans to salty lips as evidenced by many cadets. Maybe his best attribute 
is his ability to do without a comb and cloths brush for thirteen weeks 
and still manage to look- well-exceptional! 
Sailing Full Colours- Franklin , Endeavour Tickets 

RICHARD SHALDERS ARARAT VIC SE74 
Dick entered the College in 1974 as a senior entry, having been awarded 
a College scholarship in his final year of high school. Skitz was promoted 
to Cadet Captain ofFlinders division in Dec 1974 and led the division to 
their winning of the coveted Cock Division Trophy in the last term of 
1975. 

Dick plays both basketball and Australian rules and has represented 
the college in both ports. He ha also shown an interest in golf and 
athletics. Dick is a l 0 off for a 'jolly' on the USS Midway this year. 

Hi brother is our new sport officer LEUT R. Shalder . 
CC Flinders Dec 74-Dec 75; Australian Rules 74, 75; basketba ll 74, 75 

BARRY P. SMALL SYDNEY NSW SE74 
An intending hot pipe rider, Bazza epitomises the clean living young 
Class III midshipman we all identify with. Much experience of the outer 
world as a labourer and teacher trainer has made him an unassuming 
critic of civilian life. Ah! life on the oggin. However, Bazza managed 
despite a reduction in sa lary to continue flying and now pilots a Cessna 
around Sydney's skies. Other interests include modelling- 'Watch out 
for my diving Mirage! ' he says, as you enter his cabin- squash, cricket 
and soccer. One of the few to qualify at a ships diving course, it is 
obvious Bazza wants to know what goes on above, below and on the 
surface. A jet jockey living and breathing! 
Cricket XI 74, 75 Half Colours; NSW Cricket Umpire; soccer XI 74, 75 
Full Colours 
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DA VID SNOW SYDNEY NSW SE74 
Dave, during his times at the College, has been a very versatile cadet. In 
fact he has been so versatile we are not sure how versatile. Nevertheless 
his time at the College has been quite fulfilling. Having had occasion to 
play Rugby, he pulled his weight in the second row. Dave may look back 
and say he was neither a great leader of men nor a brilliant sportsman 
nor a brilliant student, he did not leave his mark on the College but ... 
no one else has either. 
Rugby Union 74, 75 

NEVILLE A. TEAGUE MT. WA VERLEY VIC. SE74 
Nev, as a member of Jervi division, was often noted as the 'Blucey' of 
our hallowed haunts. To say the least his two years at the College have 
been incredible. Apart from car accidents and broken ankles he capped 
off a fine year by successfully balancing the Class II Mess books twice in 
one year- a feat yet to be repeated. Sharing interests with Rag were his 
downfall , for he has taken to drink as a sport's invalid. Many would like 
to know how he manages to keep boots and laces so clean during Aussie 
Rule matches, a secret he maintains is only due to the brand of polish 
used. A good sportsman he has captained the I st XI and played Aussie 
Rules successfully. A new car in 1975 should see more of the instinctive 
aggressiveness of Neville brought out. 
Cricket 74, 75 , Captain 75 Full Colours; 
Australian Rules 74, 75 Half Colours 

STOF FRESS! Nev was awarded the Otto Albert Memorial Frize for 
Seamanship by Sir John Kerr at the Fassing Out Farade in July 1976. 

DA VYD THOMAS NEWCASTLE NSW SE74 
Nip, as Davyd is known to one and all alike, has been a rather colourful 
figure at the College. A member of Flinders division he is a sta lwart 
supporter of the tigers. He has competed in all divisional activities and at 
the height of his career got a second as crew in the Gibson Shield sailing 
final. 

He has al 0 repre ented the College in basketball and hockey. Nip 
plays golf and was runner-up in the annual golf championships. 
Basketball 75 , hockey 74, 75 Half Colours; Winner Futter's Cup 75 

MATTHEW TRIPOVICH MELBOURNE VIC. SE74 
'Tripo' , al 0 known as 'Stroppo' due to his rather gangly build , is a 
staunch supporter of the Senior Year Gunroom bar. He is one of those 
easy-going people who do nothing spectacular but at the same time do 
not tread on anyone's toe. He pa sed the Creswell Course with about 
the same trouble he would have sinking a glass of beer. He has played a 
variety of sport and has represented the College in Australian Rules. 
Australian Rules 74, 75 

GRAEME TURNBULL SYDNEY NSW SE74 
'Goodaye Grae' is recognised as having some unusual talents. He never 
ceases to amaze with his talent to keep a 1956 vintage Hillman running 
regularly to Sydney and back every weekend. He is the 'resident artist' in 
the College and his drawings of 'big foot' are recognised 'far and wide' 
within the College boundaries and have occasionally appeared on 
Christmas and birthday cards. Finally one can only say Graeme's 
performance as 'WoulfMuloo Turnbulla' in the College Jazz and Revue 
was unique. 
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JOHN WADE BULAHDELAH NSW JE72 
John joined the College in 1972 after leaving Bankstown High and a 
remarkable scholastic career, at the suggestion of his ex-Navy father. 
Coming from the back of beyond means little is known of his 
background , a trend which was to continue through the College years. 
Sports like golf and sailing have been pursued, with his attaining full 
colours in sailing. His only other claim to fame apart from a lingering 
case of mediocrity has been his often crunched automobile. John has 
had many lumps and bumps in his career with the only reminder or 
manifestation of this being the numerous bumps along the side of the JB 
road. 
Sailing 72, 73 , 74, 75 Full Colours 

ROBERT A. WARD ROBE SA JE72 
After a decidedly hectic life amid the hustle and bustle and general rat 
race of Robe (that is in South Australia for those who do not know this 
city of sin) Bob decided to join the Navy in 1972, and though 
occasionally distracted has never looked back. While at the College 
Bob's interests rested mainly outside academic activities; he did 
represent the College at Aussie Rules, tennis and golf. At present and for 
the last three years he has been paying offhis car at the astronomical rate 
of 'whatever is left after more important things'. Bob's forte is running 
through wire fences , in cars that is. It was only fitting that he should win 
the RANCGC Driver's Cup after being a long-time supporter of the 
Clubhouse Bar. 
Australian Rules Half Colours; tennis Half Colours, Captain 74, 75 

DA VID WHITE SYDNEY NSW JE72 
Dave joined the College as a junior entry in 1972. Frevious to this he 
attended Normanhurst Fublic School and then Normanhurst Boys 
High School. After spending an uneventful three years at the College he 
spent a further uneventful year at the University of New South Wales 
studying a BSc. 

The most eventful time of his whole career has been his transfer from 
the BSc to the Creswell Course. 
Rifle shooting 73 

CLASS n SEA TRIP 

Through either lack of fortune or good 
fortune , depending on one's point of view, 
Class IIC were able to spend a week at sea. 

The class was divided into three groups: 8 to 
HMAS Swan 5 to HMAS Torrens 5 to HMAS 
Stuart. 

We all ventured forther swearing shades of 
'popeye' and eventually returned still in one 
piece. It was noted that the intestinal fortitude 
of some class members was not up to the sea 
condtions. 

30 

Whilst we were at sea an exercise was 
conducted where the surface ships were the 
'good guys' and the submarines 'the bad 
guys'. Most of the class formed the opinion it 
was no fun being a good guy as the subs 
always won. We got the impression, as 
submariners will tell you anyway, that there 
are two types of ships- subs and targets. 



Chapel Notes 

CHAPEL OF OUR LADY STAR 
OF THE SEA 

The Chapel is an integral part of the life of the 
College as a sign of God's presence with us 
always. It is a constant reminder of the fact 
that God is very fond of us- that He loves us. 
If we can bu t believe this tru th of the free gift 
of God 's love, our reaction to it can re
volutionise and revitalise our lives. It is an 
essential starting point for any young man 
who wishes to be a Christian officer and whose 
primary aim should be to protect life and 
preserve peace. 

Believing is a fine thing, but placing one's 
beliefs into execution is the real test of 
strength. The hope of producing religious 
faith without regular worship is as false as 
every other expectation that theory can be 
separated from practice in our lives. This 
passing and precarious time in history will 
demand much of our young men. It will 
maroon the hesitant but inspire the brave man 
of faith. He must utilise, along with his 
professional talents, the powers of his spirit 
and heart. Deep faith in God's personal love 
will give the strength to meet this challenge. 

Fr G. F. Mayne 
Chaplain RAN 
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CHAPEL OF ST GEORGE ON THE BA Y 

Right and proper a re both the presence and 
the situation of the Chapel in the Naval 
College. Grouped with the Study Block and 
looking across the Bay, the message surely is, 
that work and worship go hand in hand , and 
both prepare the individual soul for the 
future. In joy and sorrow, in success and 
failure , in living out the life God has given, 
there is an ever-increasing need for a growing 
faith. 

Borne on the Ship's books, the Chaplain is 
privileged to offer every opportunity for the 
man seeking all-round maturity, to find 
satisfaction. Such a seeker finds in the fellow
ship of Christ's Church the warm acceptance 
we all need , and in this fellowship he also finds 
his raison cfelre. Patriotism, a fine virtue, is 
not enough. Neither academic nor pro
fessional success suffice. Man is not complete 
until he finds God and God 's purpo e for him. 

Flimsy though the existing structure may 
be, it points to the Rock which is Christ and 
reminds us of our need to build our lives on 
the solid rock of the Christian Faith. 

The Venerable WaIter Wheeldon 
Senior Chaplain RAN 



College News and Notes 

LSCOX J. BULLDOG R249340-DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES 
TRAINING OFFICER'S TEMPORARY 

MEMORANDUM No. 98/76 

INTRODUCTION 
1. LSCOX Bulldog joined RANC HMAS 
Creswell on Tuesday, 8 June. He is an OCGL 
sailor and subject to the successful completion 
of his Upper Yardman tra ining he may be 
promoted Cadet Midshipman. On com
pletion of hi s tra ining he will perform the 
duties of the College Mascot. 

EXECUTION 
2. CMID Warwick is responsible for the 
training of LSCOX Bulldog. 

ROUTINE 
3. LSCOX Bulldog is to follow a daily 
routine as follows: 

a. Weekdays 
0620 
0620-0625 
0645 
0730 

08 15 

Ca ll the hand 
Mo rning wa lk 
Hand to brea kfas t 
(Wed and Fri o nly) 

ACTIO N 
C MID Warwick 

Hand to Division " 
Repo rt to Tra inin g Office (to be em
ployed as T.O!s runner until 1540) 
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1540 

1830 
1840 

b. Saturdays 
07 15 
0720 
0800 
08 15 
1300 

1830 
1840 

c. Sundays 
0820 
0825 
0920 

OIC 

1830 
1840 

LEAVE 

Repo rt to Sports Officer (to observe 
cadets acti vities o n sporting field and 
provide suppo rt where necessa ry) 
Ha nd to supper 
Secure (to leash) 

Ca ll the Ha nd 
Hand to breakfas t 
Attend Colo urs 

.. Clea n Ship 
(or as required by the Sports Officer) 
Report to Sports Officer to provide 
support for sporting events. 
Hand to supper 
Secure (to leash) 

Call the Hand 
Hand to breakfas t 
Ha nd to ceremonia l Di visions (on Sun
days when ceremonia l di visions are 
held) 
Church, Hand to make and mend 
clo thes 
Hand to supper 
Secure (to leash) 

4. LSCOX Bulldog has no leave 

ACCOMMODATION AND 
VICTUALLING 
5. LSCOX Bulldog is accommodated in the 
LSCOX No 2 mess outside the Training 
Office. He is victualled from the Cadets' 
Galley, but is to eat his meal in hi s messdeck 
(Broadside me ing) CMID Warwick will act 
as cook of the mess on LSCOX Bulldog' 
beha lf. 

BULLDOG TRAINING OFFICER 
6. CMID Warwick is the Bulldog Training 
Officer (B.T.O.) he will: 

a.Run the Routine LA.W. para 3 above. 
b.Farade LSCOX Bulldog at weekday and 

ceremonial divi sions. 
c. Ensure that LSCOX Bulldog is always 

smart in his public appearances. 
d.Maintain LSCOX No 2 Mess with assis

tance from the training office staff. 

CM ID Warwick is excused the morning run. 
(F. W. HOROBIN) 

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER, RAN 



CLASS OF 1940 TURN 50 

With over 280 years of naval service to their 
credit these 9 men along with another 12 
joined the Royal Australian Naval College 
(then situated in HMAS Cerberus) in 1940 as 
cadet midshipmen. This year they turn 50. 

Leaving the College in September 1943 they 
proceeded to England as midshipmen and 
erved in the North Atlantic, Pacific and other 

theatres of war. A1l21 returned from the War. 
Unscathed despite service in the Tirpit ::: raid 
and Lingeyen Gulf. Pictured in the foyer of 
the Wardroom Mess, HMAS Creswell are 
(standing 1 to r) 
Mr J. McA. Barnard now a senior executive 
in shipping in Victoria; Captain J. A. Robert
son, the Captain of HMAS Stalwart; Captain 
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1. W. Broben , Captain of HMAS Creswell; 
Commodore V. A. Parker, the Director
General of Naval Training and Education; 
Commander D . A. Ross RANER, former 
Head of the RAN Diving School at HMAS 
Penguin now with a Shipping Line; Mr M. C. 
Reeves, a former Lieutenant-Commander, 
now a Grace Bros Executive; (Front row) 
Commander P. T. Edward RANER, a 
former engineer who now has an interest in a 
small vineyard at Mudgee; Lieutenant
Commander D . C. Bennett RANER still 
serving the public in Canberra; Commodore 
R. C. Swan CBE, Chief of Staff to Flag Officer 
in Command Australian Fleet. 



CADETS VISIT TO INDONESIA 

In August 1975 four of the College Cadet 
Captains were included in a tour of the 
Indonesian military academies. The touring 
party consisted of 12 RMC cadets, 4 RAAFA 
cadets, the 4 cadet captains and 3 army 
officers. 

A C 130 A Hercules was used to transport 
the party to Surabaya in Eastern Java. The 
party was greeted at the airport by cadets 
from the Naval Academy and LCDR Jordon, 
a former RANC instructor, who is now 
teaching English in Surabaya. 

The Indonesians run a totally integrated 
system called AKABRI, which trains the 
officers of all the service . The first year of 
training for all cadets is done at Maglang, 
after which they are separated into either 
army, navy, air force, or police and they spend 
a further three years at their respective 
colleges. 

Whilst at the College the party led the life of 
an Indonesian cadet. Briefly the routine i as 
follow: 

0500 Wakey-wakey, morning FT 
Breakfast consisting of rice, 
cold boiled duck eggs, cu
cumber and spiced fish 

0715-1200 
1200-1300 
1300-1600 
1600-1800 

Studies 
Lunch 
Sie ta 
Sport- mainly table tennis , 
volleyball and basketball 
After dinner private studies 
for 2 hour. 

After five days at the Naval Academy there 
followed a scenic but rather uncomfortable 8-
hour trip in a mini bus to the Air Force 
Academy in Jogjakarta. Jogjakarta is the 
cultural centre of Java and trips were made to 
the museum, temples and universities. 

The party then visited Maglang the Army 
Academy and Subabunur the Folice Acad-
emy. 

In Indonesia the police force is a para
military ervice and is fully integrated with the 
other three ervices for training purposes. 

The party spent a further three days in 
Jakarta before flying back to Australia on a 
C130 A Hercules which was returning from a 
flight to Singapore. 

The trip was enjoyed by all but it was good 
to get back to Australia and have cornflakes 
instead of rice for breakfast. 



PACKAGE TOUR 

Until such time as the College breaks during 
the year, unlike the lengthening holidays 
outside, shrink from their original three weeks 
to one week only, I recommend frequent short 
trips abroad to broaden a young officer's 
mind, rather than waiting for the well-paid 
luxury tours with the Grey Funnel Line. Such 
a tour I did last August to America and 
Canada, a package tour well within the 
pockets of those cadets who do not prefer to 
squander $40 per week to keep an idle idol in 
the car park. 

After a traumatic start at Mascot, when my 
passport could not be found, it having fallen 
from my jacket pocket into the boot of the car, 
the tour proper began at Los Angeles, after 
brief stopovers at Auckland and Honolulu. 
We stayed at the Alexandria Hotel, once used 
by all the stars of the celluloid. For the tour I 
had to share a room with a student from 
Wesley College and our room on this occasion 
was the one used always by Laurel and Hardy. 

The first visit was to Universal Studios, 
where the large model of the shark used in 
Jaws was prominently displayed, and I was to 
form the impression that film-making there 
could well have been only a sideline, as an 
average of 80000 per day visit the set, paying 
about $4 per head for the privilege. I was 
auditioned for a part in a San Francisco 
drama, acting as the motorman in a runaway 
cable-car, but having omitted to leave my 
phone number, as yet I have heard nothing 
further. Such is the efficiency of the Grey
hound Coach Line in North America, I wa 
able to go down to San Diego on the free 
Sunday, nearly being left behind at the famous 
zoo, having foolishly found myself the other 
side of the zoo from where the coach was 
waiting, with a long queue to catch the 
overhead cable-car back. I was somewhat 
surprised to see the most venomous snakes 
labelled as being from Australia. The perfor
ming sea lions were magnificent; surely the 
best of their kind in the world, and the show 
was free. 

Except when flying , when one stocked up 
on the excellent fare, all meals were one's own 
responsibility, but I managed handsomely on 
$5 per day, reaffirming a conclusion arrived at 
on a visit to the Eastern states nine months 
previously, that the average Australian re-
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staurant would go out of business there in the 
space of a day on the grounds of poor hygiene, 
lack of service, inadequate variety and stan
dard of food, and high cost. A turkey dinner 
with all the trimmings followed by a thick slice 
of redcurrant pie covered with cream, and a 
pot of tea (now becoming part of life in the 
United States after 'Upstairs, downstairs') 
cost $1 in Broadway, one of the main streets of 
downtown Los Angeles. 

To reach Calgary, our first stop in Canada, 
Howard Hughes Airlines, with free cham
pagne in flight , stopped at Las Vegas. I had 
several dollars stuffed in my sock and had 
worked out a simple plan of doubling up on 
winnings each time to shake the town to its 
rotten foundations. Unfortunately, news of 
this must have preceded me as we were obliged 
to remain in the aircraft, sipping the never
ending supply of champagne. The same thing 
happened at Spokane, where I had hoped to 
meet a former cadet, now a geologist there. 

At Calgary Airport , the first thing to hit the 
eye was a large portrait of the Queen, instead 
of that of a politician of fleeting importance, 
and in an adjoining field a Lancaster bomber, 
a memorial to the large part played by 
Can"adian aircrew in Bomber Command. The 
nationwide air force reunion at Calgary had 
just concluded that day, rivalling in impor
tance the famous Calgary Stampede held 
every July. We travelled swifly by road to 
Banff in the Canadian Rockies. I was expect
ing accommodation in the style of a log cabin, 
and indeed it appeared so from without, but 
within was a suite with two large double beds, 
individual writing desks, separate bathroom, 
and colour TV. This was to be tandard 
throughout the tour, with other hotels 
possessing sauna baths in addition, even in the 
heart of the Rockies. The Banff Springs Hotel, 
owned by the Canadian Pacific Railway, was 
like an enormous Scottish castle in the 
Highlands. The famous golf course had been 
taken over temporarily when I arrived by the 
Alberta oilmen for their annual golf tourna
ment. The trophies which I was allowed to 
inspect were to the value of Can$35 000, with 
every possible prize to be won: more silver 
than would grace the windows of Mappin and 
Webb in London. There I swam in a heated 
sulphur pool, with snow on the surrounding 



mountains. The glaciers were awe-inspiring, 
and even an elementary knowledge of geology 
made the view more interesting. From Banff 
to Jasper next, where a government
subsidised repertory company was perfor
ming a West End play in a tiny church hall, 
and the church itself seemed to come straight 
from an English village with an imposing 
memorial to Nurse Edith Cavell. 

Each of these two towns had an equivalent 
of an RSL Club, the Royal Canadian Legion, 
but instead of 'fruit' machines, the only 
gambling was bingo, and the one game played 
was the Scottish one of curling, with copper 
discs as the stones. Kamloops, in the heart of 
the logging district, was the third town at 
which to stay. A panorama of the district is on 
the back of a Canadian $100 bill, and the 
driver of the coach drew out several from his 
wallet to show us! 

Then to Vancouver, following the Fraser 
River for a great deal of the way, watching 
parties below us shooting the rapids. A CrR 
train passed, drawing 148 large freight cars. 
Drawn by diesels, but in every town was a 
large steam locomotive displayed in a central 
position, on which, in most cases, children 
were allowed to play. In Fort Kamloops, the 
old gallows was still to be seen: it had a very 
wide trapdoor on which murderers had dan
ced for the last time. During the long coach 
ride, a large shed by the side of the ra il wa y I i ne 
had looked familiar. It had figured in Dr 
Zhivago, as had that stretch of line among the 
pine trees. 

Just two free phone calls from my hotel 
room on the twenty-eighth floor and I was in 
touch with two former airmen with whom I 
had erved. One I had not seen since 1952, the 
other since 1944, but visiting their homes one 
would have gained the impression that the 
intervening time had been but a few months. 
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Both were agreed that Vancouver was their 
Shangri-La, and had no intentions ever of 
moving elsewhere. British Columbia was 
notable for the absence of French signs 
curiously displayed to duplicate everything in 
English, but we had arrived with a Canadian 
airways strike threatened for the next day and 
of indefinite duration. The tour escort turned 
not a hair, advising that we could easily take a 
coach to Seattle, just over the border, and fly 
out from there. I could imagine my anxiety 
had I been touring on my own. 

The strike fell through and we returned to 
Los Angeles, this time for the inevitable visit 
to Disneyland, staying at the Sheraton
Anaheim Hotel, within walking distance of 
our venue, whose car park, in the process of 
being enlarged, covered 115 acres. Being out 
of season, Disneyland closed down early at 
2300 each night, but two days were in
sufficient to see all that one wished to. 

The tour proper concluded at Honolulu, 
but for 25c, and an hour's bus ride with a 
separate connection, I was able to visit Pearl 
Harbor and, after using a U.S. Navy tender, 
stand over the sunken wreck of the Arizona 
looking down at the tomb of over 1000 sailors 
but a few fathoms below. From my early 
schooldays, I had always wanted to lie on the 
beach at Waikiki and swim there. My hotel 
was right on the beach, with a pile of towels at 
the rear entrance leading to the sand. So my 
wish was fulfilled, but as I raked my fingers 
through the sand, up came a collection of fag 
ends. That night I joined a throng singing 
around the piano at 'The Crown' an English
style pub in the heart of Waikiki, but the 
Hawaian flag still carries the Union Jack as 
large as the Stars and Stripes. 

Then back to Sydney for Sunday morning 
and lectures the next day. 

R. BENSON 



VIP Visits 

19.2.76 THE JOINT SERVICES 
MEDICAL ADVISER 

The new Joint Services Medical Adviser, 
Major-General C. M . Gunner CBE visited the 
Royal Australian Naval College in February 
1976, as part of his familiarisation routine of 
the RAN. He spent a week touring around the 
naval ships and establishments of the east 
coast of Australia and was escorted to HMAS 
Creswell by Surgeon Rear-Admiral J. A. B. 
Cotsell, the Director-General of Naval Health 
Services. 

20.2.76 VISIT BY AKABRI CADETS 

On the 20 February 1976, eighteen In
donesian, AKABRI cadets spent two days at 
the RAN College as part of their tour of the 
various Australian service academies. 

They were posted by the Class IIC cadets 
and although there were a few language 
barriers, the AKABRI cadets enjoyed them
selves immensely and were very interested to 
see how the Naval College was organised. 

Their sporting superiority was revealed 
when playing volleyball, basketball and swim
ming, but at sea it was a different story. Many 
showed signs of lacking disorientation when, 
in a large swell, they toured the bay on the 
torpedo recovery vessel. After all, they were 
not only navy, amongst them were army, air 
force and police cadets. 

On the Saturday night Class IIC took their 
companions to a nearby bowling club and it 
was very pleasing to see all the local people 
being so friendly: the Indonesian cadets spent 
most of the night on the dance floor. 

February 1976 COMMODORE 
GRIFFITHS-STEP PROGRAMME 

CDRE Griffiths visited the RAN College in 
February 1976 to witness the Specialisation 
and Tertiary Education Programme. STEP 
involves a week of intensive lectures by 
officers from all branches of the navy, after 
which Class 1 cadets decide which tertiary 
course they will follow. 

CDRE Griffiths' role was one of evaluating 
the effectiveness of the STEP. To achieve this 
he sat in the lecture theatre for the entire 
presentation and asked various questions of 
the Class 1 cadets. 
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8.4.76 FOCEA 

On Thursday 8 April 1976, the Flag Officer 
Commanding Eastern Australia, visited the 
Naval College. All departments of HMAS 
Creswell had been working hard for many 
weeks in preparation for RADM McDonald's 
inspection, and when the big day came the 
weather, as expected, failed. 

All morning it drizzled . As the time to fall 
in for divisions drew near, the drizzle grew 
more intense and the cadets were compelled 
to muster in the gymnasium. The Ship's 
Company had divisions in the cinema. 

The following signal was received from 
FOCEA on Friday 9 April: '1 was delighted 
with the general appearance of Creswell 
despite the unsettled weather. To achieve such 
a high standard with so small a work-force 
clearly demonstrates sound administration, 
good management at all levels, and en
thusiasm. The appearance of those who 
paraded was very good and the drill satisfac
tory. Well done indeed.' 

31.5.76 REAR-ADMIRAL McKENZIE 

On Monday 31 May 1976, Chief of New 
Zealand Naval Staff, RADM J. E. McKenzie 
CBE visited the Naval College. He was 
accompanied by Mrs McKenzie, Commodore 
Jervis, Captain Win and Mrs Win. They 
arrived by Sea King helo from HMAS 
A lbatross at 1215 where they proceeded to the 
Captain's house to meet New Zealand cadets 
in an informal atmo phere. After a eries of 
photographs the cadets departed and the 
visiting party had luncheon at the Captain's 
house, after which they toured the establish
ment. 

July 1976 ADMIRAL REED 

To most of us the FFG Frigate wa familiar in 
name only. However, HMAS Creswell's staff 
cadets were lucky enough to have RADM 
Reed here to expand on the topic. The lecture 
proved to be most enlightening especially to 
those with an engineering background. 



VISITING HEADMASTERS 
On Wednesday 14 July some twelve headmas
ters representing most Au tralian States ar
rived at RANC. Having spent five days 

aquainting themselves with College routine, 
naval and academic training patterns and a 
birdie 's view of life from the flagship, they left 
the College after witnessing Sunday divisions. 

A SLICE OF THE PAST 

The streets of HMAS CreslVell reveal a great 
deal of the history of the College for the streets 
have been named to commemorate men who 
have done much to shape the destiny of the 
College. 

They include the following: 

CHAMBERS STREET This was named 
after Captain B. M. Chambers RN, who was 
Captain of the College during 1913-1914. 
Captain Chambers arrived in Australia in 
1911 to take up the post of Second Naval 
Member and to deal with the question of the 
establishment of a naval college. He examined 
many site.s for the proposed College and 
placed Jervis Bay high on his list of suitable 
sites. 

BENSON ROAD Captain C. H. G. Benson 
DSO, RN, was Captain of the College (1929-
32) during the difficult depression years when 
the College was transferred to Flinders Naval 
Depot. He served on several committees 
investigating the possibility of the amalga
mation of the Naval and Military Colleges 
and fought strenuously to preserve the Col
lege at Jervis Bay. 

MORGAN AVENUE Capta in C. A. Mor
gan , RN, was Captain of the College during 
the war years 1915-1917. 

LANE-POOLE A VENUE Captain R. H. 
O. Lane-Poole OBE, RN, was Captain of the 
College from 1924 to 1927. During his 
command at the College great improvements 
were made in the grounds and gardens. 
Captain Lane-Poole's enthusiasm did much 
to beautify the College area. 

WHEATLEY DRIVE F. W. Wheatley Esq. 
BSc(Oxon), BA, DSc(Adel.), joined the Col
lege as a Senior Naval Instructor in 1914 at 
Osborne House, Geelong. He transferred to 
Jervis Bay with the College and became 
Headmaster in 1920, occupying this position 
until his retirement in 1930. 
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BROWN A VENUE Chief Naval Instructor 
F. G. Brown, BA, BSc, was the first Director 
of Studies holding that position from 1912 to 
1914. After a distinguished educational career 
in Western Australia he joined the Naval 
College at Geelong. 

MORRISON AVENUE L. N. Morrison 
Esq. MA, joined the College in 1914 after 
being Tasmanian Rhodes S'Cholar and 
Modern Language Master at Melbourne 
Grammar School. When the College was 
transferred to Flinders Naval Depot, Mr 
Morrison, then on the professorial staff, was 
appointed to RMC Duntroon. 

WALTERS ROAD Captain R. H. WaIters 
DSO, RN, arrived in Australia in 1919 and 
remained Captain of the College until 1924, a 
record term of five years. During his long 
period of office, the training of officers 
became fairly stabilised. 

HALL DRIVE Rev William Hall BA, was a 
Chaplain and Naval Instructor RN, who 
came out from England in 1912 on loan from 
the Admiralty as a mathematics and naviga
tional instructor. His knowledge of naval 
affairs proved of the greatest value in those 
early formative years. 

HOLLIDA Y CRESCENT Instructor 
Commander R. J. M . Holliday, MA, RN, wa 
Director of Studies during the First World 
War, his period of office extending from 1916 
to 1919. 

FORSTER ROAD Captain H. A. Forster 
RN, succeeded Captain Lane-Foole as Cap
tain of the College in 1927. His period of office 
lasted until 1929. 

FEGAN ROAD Captain E. S. F. Fegan 
VC, RN, was Commander of the College from 
January 1928 to August 1929. Eleven year 
later he died gallantly when the Jervis Bay, an 
armed merchantman which he commanded, 



a ttacked the powerful German raider , A d
miral Scheer, in order to save a British convoy. 
Captain Fegan was posthumously awarded 
the Victoria Cross. 

FRANKLIN ROAD HMAS Franklin , a 
vessel of 288 tons joined the College in 
September 1915. She was intended to solve 
transport and supply problems and to provide 
facilities for training cadets in engineering, 
navigation and seamanship. HMAS Franklin 
was paid off in 1921. 

GRANT PARADE In 1912 Captain Dun
can Grant (then Lt Cdr) was appointed as 
Executive Officer of the College and to him 
must go much of the credit for the way in 
which the foundations of the Royal Aus
tralian Naval College were laid . In 1914 as 
Commander, he transferred the College to 
Jervis Bay from Geelong. He had two further 
terms at the College, one as Captain (1917-

1919). His importance in the history of the 
College is thus very great. 

SIMPSON ROAD H. D. Simpson Esq. BA, 
BSc, joined the College in 1923 as a master 
and became Director of Studies in 1940, 
holding that position until his retirement. 

ELDRIDGE ROAD F. B. Eldridge Esq. 
BA, joined the College in 1914. During his 
long term of more than thirty years on the 
College staff Mr Eldridge was virtually foun
der and editor of the College magazine. He is 
perhaps best remembered for his invaluable 
History of the Royal Australian Naval College. 

COWAN ROAD R. F . Cowan Esq. BA, 
joined the College as Mathematics and Phys
ics Master in 1919 and became Director of 
Studies in 1931. He retired in 1940. He is well 
remembered for his interest in College sport. 
He coached many cadet cricket teams. 

STEP DIARY 1976 

Wednesday 4 February 
Today the STEP (Specialisation and Tertiary 
Education Panel) Programme began for Class 
I. Commodore Griffiths (DGNPS) and the 
EAA Senior Psychologist, Mr Tennant, were 
overseers of the programme. The series of 
lectures was introduced by Captain Broben. 
He explained the aim of STEP, which is to 
allocate Class I cadets into one of the four 
basic branches in the navy, ava ilable to 
College graduates i.e. Seaman, Supply and 
Secretaria t, Technical or Instructor Officers. 

The new Training Officer followed the 
Captain with a talk on 'The Officer Structure 
of the RAN' showing where these four 
bra nches fitted into the overall view of the 
navy. Commodore Griffiths gave an im
promptu talk on the higher administrative 
positions in the navy. 

Following these introductory talks officers 
of the different specialisations were called 
upon to lecture on the roles, responsibilities 
and career patterns of officers within these 
specialisations. Later in the day these officers 
gave lectures on the sub-specialisations avail
able within each branch. LEUT Wellham 
lectured on the Seaman Officer, LEUT David
son on the Technical Officer and LEUT 
Farquhar on the Supply Officer. 
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In the evening the film Seapower was 
shown. This showed the navy at sea. It showed 
hydrographic surveys being conducted, 
coastal bombardments, a submarine attack, 
fleet air arm support of army units on 
manouevres as well as minesweeping oper
ations. 

Thursday 5 February 
The junior entry had naval training through
out the day while the senior entry visited 
HMAS Swan. 

The senior entry was split into small groups 
and handed over to various heads of depart
ment. These officers showed their group 
around the parts of the ship that they were 
responsi ble for, outlining their duties and 
responsibilities while on their tour. By the end 
of the day every senior entry had been through 
each major department on the ship. 

Friday 6 February 
During the forenoon periods there were 
lectures on the Instructor Officer by LEUT 
Hacker as well as the academic training 
undertaken upon one's allotment to a parti
cular branch. The two periods before lunch 
were question periods. Questions from every 
aspect of the STEP Programme- academic 



and naval training, career patterns, specialis
ations and so forth were fielded by the 
Director of Studies, Executive Officer and 
Training Officer. 

The afternoon was devoted to naval train
ing. The junior entry had boatwork while the 
senior entry underwent further tests. 

Monday 9 February 
During the forenoon periods 'Stalls' were 
conducted in the gym. Here, Officers from the 
main sub-specialisations of Seaman and Tech
nical Officers as wel1 as a Supply and an 
Instructor Officer answered individual ques
tions of cadets relating to their own speciality. 

The period after lunch was spent complet
ing the STEP forms. Here one's final decision 
is put to paper. The rest of the afternoon was 
spent at naval training. 

Tuesday 10 February 
'Interview Day', cadets were interviewed 
individual1y by the Executive Officer and 
Doctor Dykes. Cadets were asked what they 
were interested in, the Director of Studies told 
them what he thought they were academical1y 
capable of and the Commander questioned 
them on the naval side of their specialisation. 
While the interviews were being conducted 
those cadets not required at the moment were 
undergoing naval training. 

In the afternoon Class I Uunior entry) 
completed a test in practical ' English, the 
senior entry had already done this exam
ination. It was set by the University of New 
South Wales so that tertiary education can
didates whose practical English was poor 
could be rooted out. These people will attend 
remedial courses in practical English until 
their use of the language has improved. 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

MRD.MENTZ 

18 February 1976 

On Wednesday 18 February the College was 
honoured by the presence of Mr D. Mentz 
BAgSc, BEc, who addressed the Col1ege on 
Federal government aid. Mr Mentz, a First 
Assistant Secretary to the Australian De
velopment Assistance Agency, outlined statis
tics where Australia stands in the world 
economic climate and why aid is given. Many 
of the problems associated with aid were also 
discussed giving a view of how aid is dis
persed. Various points of view were provided 
by the audience at the end of the address. The 
evening proved to be a most interesting one 
for all. 

M R J. BASTO CK 

26 May 

Mr Bastock presented his lecture entitled 
'Genesis of the RAN' and proved by his 
wealth of knowledge that he is indeed one of 
the foremost authorities on the subject of our 
Navy's history. 

The lecture referred to the times when our 
seagoing defences were British ships and 
State-owned vessels. It continued through the 
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times of the Australian Fleet Unit, the for
mation of the RAN, the scuttling of the 
original Australia and finally to the First 
World War. . 

After the lecture Mr Bastock showed us 50 
interesting slides of various old naval vessels. 
He also added a few interesting anecdotes 
such as the 'landing' of the early Queensland 
vessel Paluma upon the Brisbane Botanic 
Gardens after a 24-foot flood. 

MR E. KA YE RANRL 

4 June 1975 

Mr Eric Kaye gave a very interesting lecture 
on the history of the Royal Australian Naval 
Research Laboratories and some of the pro
jects RANRL has undertaken. 

At present RANRL is undertaking the 
study of sonar and the effects of variations in 
water conditions, for which the Australian 
coastal waters are infamous. 

MR W. HUNTER 

1 July 

Mr Wilson Hunter, the senior NASA repre
sentative in Australia talked to the College 
staff and cadets on recent NASA activities. 



The NASA space programme received only 
a little attention as Mr Hunter concentrated 
on the reasons for the oceanographic explor
ations with which NASA is involved . 

The lecture was enhanced by a short film 
and a good collection of slides. 

MR DA VID BURCHELL 

14 July 

On Monday 14 July, Mr David Burchell, the 
renowned Australian skin-diver, delivered a 
lecture on his search for the cruisers HMAS 
Perth and USS Houston , which were sunk by 
the Japanese in the Sunda Strait in 1942, and 
his attempts to recover HMAS Perth's ships 
bell. 

The lecture also gave a good insight into the 
workings of the Indonesian bureaucracy and 
many tips of what, and what not, to do when 
dealing with our north-western neighbours 
were passed on. Accompanying Mr Burchell 
was Mr Neil Kerley, the famous South 
Australian football coach and player. 

La ter this year Mr Burchell was fea tured on 
'This is Your Life' with the opening shots of 
the show taken, to Mr Burchell's surprise, on 
board HMAS Perth. 

LCDR V AN SA UN USN 

30 July 

LCDR Van Saun , who is at present on 
exchange to AJASS at HMAS Albatross kept 
an enthralled audience entertained with an 
extremely interesting and humorous lecture 
on the history of the submarine and the 
strategic importance of the submarine. LCDR 
Saun quite aptly summarised his opinions 
with the statement 'there are two types of 
ships, submarines and targets'. 

Whilst not enhancing the image of surface 
ships the lecture was quite entertaining. 

PROFESSOR TOGNETTI 

18 September 

Professor Keith Tognetti of Wollongong 
University and Mr John Hicks, the Manager 
of Jervis Bay Nature Reserve presented ajoint 
lecture on Australian Native plants with 
reference to those in the JB nature reserve. 

Included in Professor Tognetti's talk was a 
short presentation on garden designs and the 
types of plants one should grow. Mr Hicks 
gave a short talk on conservation measures 
being used in the JB area. 

It was certainly a unique topic for a lecture 
to naval cadets, nevertheless it was interesting. 

MRNEIL 

15 October 

Mr Neil of the Shoalhaven district sewerage 
and drainage department gave an interesting 
lecture on metropolitan water schemes. 

In particular he presented a very in depth 
lecture on the Shoalhaven scheme. 

This project, which is at present under 
construction, shall enable water from the 
Shoalhaven River to supply the southern 
NSW coastal regions. It was interesting to see 
the extent of ecological studies undertaken 
before the project commenced. 

REAR-ADMIRAL McDONALD 

26 November 

The Flag Officer Commanding the East 
Australia Area, RADM McDonald , pre
sented a lecture on the naval aspects of 
Au tralian defence. It was intere ting to ee 
the navy's present role and the changes it will 
undergo during the next decade. 

Because the lecture was classified the actual 
subject matter of the lecture cannot be 
mentioned , it is sufficient to say the lecture 
was well received and very interesting. 

BUOY A floating device you collide with when trying to avoid the submerged obstacle 
the buoy is there to warn you about. 
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2. 
AROUND AND ABOUT 

1. 'Goodbye Dad- Good luck son 
LEUT Don James congratulates his son Guy on his being 
promoted to Cadet Captain of Flinders Division. Don 
paid-off after 25 years. 

2. 'If Reg Ansett can do it so can r 
The Commanding Officer takes off from his garden for a 
conference at the University of New South Wales. 

3. MIDN. R . Moffit- a victim of the lower ground 
undergrowth. 

4. Something different. 

5. 'Kiss me Griffin!' 
LEUT " Kung Fu" Cunningham watches CMID P. 
Griffin (bottom) being held by Mr Don Jacobs, a black
belt visitor. 

6. 'I Remember, I Remember.' 
Mrs Eldridge looks at a picture of herself at the Naval 
College in 1914. Her husband wrote the famous History of 
the Royal Australian Naval College. Miss Kamaralli 
shows Mrs Eldridge the College Historical Section. 
6. 



VISIT TO DARTMOUTH 

Among the seven J2 cadets who visited 
Europe after the 1975 HSC were two who 
took the opportunity to visit Britannia Royal 
Naval College, Dartmouth because they were 
spending more time in England than the 
others. 

As a result of a request made through 
Captain G. A. Vallings RN, the RN Liaison 
Officer in Australia, Cadet Midshipmen 
James Goldrick and Stephen Brown were 
invited to spend three days at BRNC from 
Thursday 11 December to Saturday 13. 

We arrived at Dartmouth before dinner on 
the 11 th and were met by Sub-Lieutenant 
Geddes who showed us to our quarters and 
then took us into the gunroom. The College 
itself is divided into two messes- junior and 
senior-each of which has its own gunroom 
and dining hall. We were taken into the senior 
where we met a bewildering number of 
student officers from at least six different 
navies! There are 400 students at BRNC, 40 
per cent of whom are Commonwealth or 
foreign from such places as Iran, Nigeria and 
the West Indies. To add to the confusion there 
are 39 different ways of becoming an officer in 
the RN and each one goes through Dart
mouth. This meant we were meeting a fas
cinating mix of sr, SL, non-graduate GL, 
post-graduate GL, medical, instructor and 
den tal officers to name bu t a few of the types 
present. The effect of this mix seemed to be 
nothing but favourable and, although much 
friendly rivalry may exist between GL and 
SO, for example, there is not the slightest 
animosity present. 

After dinner we were taken for a run ashore 
in Dartmouth and Torquay which was con
cluded fairly happily at 1 o'clock the next 
mornmg. 

At 0600 we were woken up by the sound of 
the sub-lieutenants we were bunked with 
getting up for early morning training. The 
thought of rifle drill at 6.15 on a winter 
morning in Devon would be enough to put 
anyone offBRNC for life and the subs seemed 
to agree with us. 

We spent the day touring the College itself 
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and our cadets uniforms aroused many in
terested looks from passers-by and comments 
like 'Quite like old times, sir' from College 
servants. The actual buildings of the College 
are very impressive especially the quarterdeck 
which is a large galleried hall in the central 

- part of the College. All personnel salute when 
they enter it. 

We heard many hair-raising stories of the 
activities of Australian sub-lieutenants at 
Dartmouth- such as taking the 
Commander's car apart and reassembling it 
inside the quarterdeck on Australia Day! 
Certainly, though, graduates ofRANC have a 
very high reputation at Dartmouth in all 
activities. 

In the afternoon we were taken out on the 
River Dart an experience which can be 
described only as something no man wants 
twice- it was freezing! We were all delighted 
to get back to the relative warmth of the 
College. One of the complaints of the students 
is that they must spend at least two afternoons 
a week on the river and in winter they would 
seem to have a point. 

That evening we attended the end of term 
College revue which was very professional 
indeed. One wonders whether we shall ever see 
such acts as DOs in drag or the OS singing 
'There's a hole in my bucket' will ever come to 
our Jazz and Revue. 

The high point of our last day was cere
monial divisions and although all admitted 
that because of the diversity of training and 
the relatively short time each officer spent at 
the College the drill was not up to RANC 
standards, the overall ceremony was very 
impressive- most especially the marching of 
the Colours down the steps. 

After divisions everybody repaired to the 
bar where we presented the gunroom with the 
new RANC crest, the design of which aroused 
much comment. 

In summary the whole visit was delightful 
and extremely worthwhile and out thanks 
must go to the officers and midshipmen of 
BRNC for their kindness and courtesy- it 
was an experience well worth repeating. 



STUDIES 

A previous issue of this magazine stated that 
'there is a sort of immortality to the studies 
programme'. However, whilst the studies 
programme may be immortal it is by no means 
immutable. 

The Creswell Course, mark I , launched in 
1968, was subject to a few minor modifica
tions from time to time and finally came to an 
end on completion of its seventh cycle in 1975 
when the forty midshipmen, whose passing 
out is recorded in these pages, surrendered 
their academic texts and turned to the naval 
phase of their training. 

In the meantime Creswell Course, mark II , 
was launched at the beginning of 1975. The 
changes involved are fairly substantial. The 
idea of major and minor subjects, some lasting 
for a whole year and some for only a term or 
even for a fraction of a term, has been 
abandoned in favour of standardised units 
each of which fits into a half-year session. Five 
of these units are studied in each of four 
consecutive sessions so that the discontinuity 
which was a feature of mark I studies has 

. disappeared and the studies programme has 
been somewhat lengthened. 

In the Creswell Course, mark 11, there are 
sti ll some compulsory units but the individual 
student is offered a greater range of options 
than was formerly provided and these op
tions, in total, amount to half the course. They 

Photograph 1 

are so arranged that a student may elect to 
concentrate on mathematics and science, or 
on government, politics and Engli sh literature 
or he may choose a combination of these to 
suit his interest and tastes. The first round of 
Creswell Course, mark II , will be completed at 
the end of 1976. 

Among the last group to take the Creswell 
Course, mark I, Midshipman Boyd Robinson 
was the only student to achieve a score of sixty 
credits and so to gain a place on the honour 
board for maximum time gained. 

Side by side with the Creswell Course, 
university studies continue as hitherto and we 
record with pride the graduation of the 
following officers at the end of 1975: LEUT P . 
A. Hardy BSurv, SBLT C. D. Long BE, SBL T 
D. G. Miers BE, ASLT W. F. Ruse BSc, 
ASL T P. J. Collins BA and ASLT S. Mont
gomery BA. 

Finally a word of praise for cadet midship
man of class 12, twenty-eight of whom took 
1975 Higher School Certificate examinations. 
Everyone of them reached matriculation 
standard and there was only a single instance 
of one cadet failing one subject. Dux of the 
class was CMID 1. V. Goldrick who, in 
recognition of this achievement, was awarded 
the Eric Elton Mayo Memorial Prize. He is 
now studying at UNSW for a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. 

CMID Peter Campbell receive the 1975 ava l Boa rd Prize for Science. Peter i now undergoing fir t year Bachelor of 
Electrical Engineering studies at the College. 

Photograph 2 
CMID Richard Sheehan seen here receiving the prize for Geography from Captain Broben is now doing his BA at the 
University of New South Wales. 
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3. 4. 

Photograph 3 
CMID Paul Gardiner, presently enrolled in BE(L) studies at the College, receives his prize for English from the Captain . 
With the Captain is Dr H. E. Dykes the Director of Studies at the College. 

Photograph 4 
The aval Board Prize for Modern History was won by CMID James Goldrick. CMID Goldrick also received the Eric 
Elton Mayo Memorial Prize awarded annually to the Dux of the Higher School Certificate class. This prize was founded by 
Sir Herbert and Lady Mayo, of South Australia , in memory of their son, Lieutenant Eric Elton Mayo, who was lost in 
HMAS Sydney on 19 November 1941. At the Passing Out in 1929, E. E. Mayo gained first place in all subjects. CMID 
Goldrick is now at NSW University doing his BA. 

Other aval Board prizes awarded for which photographs are not available were the HSC Mathematics Prize won by 
CMID Robert Brace who is doing his BSc at the College thi year , and the Naval Board Prize for Dux of the 1975 Junior 
Entry C1as won by CMID Musgrove. 

The staff and cadets of the College congratulate all prizewinners for 1975. 

RAN STUDENTS ATTENDING UNSW 1975 

Bachelor of Arts 
1st Year M. Bresman- 3 credits, 1 pass 

M. Deeks- passes in 5 subjects 
S. Latimer- 3 credits, 2 passes 
F. Murray- l credit, 3 passes 

RESULTS 

A. Fearce- l distinction, 2 credits, 2 passes 

2nd Year V. Jones- 5 credits, 1 pass 
F. Summer - 5 pa es 
N. Wallace- 2 credit , 3 passes 
M. Watson- 2 credits, 2 pa ses 
J. Whalan distinctions, 1 credit, 2 passes 

3rd Year F. Collins- 3 credits, graduate thi year 
S. Montgomery- 3 pa es, 1 credit, graduates this year 

Bachelor of Science 
2nd Year G. Deegan- 7 credits, 2 passes 

G. Dunk- l credit, 7 passes, 1 fai lure 
I. Laxton- 3 passes, 4 failures, 2 deferred 
R. Fhillips- 3 credits, 6 passes 
M. Rutherford- 3 high level distinctions, 2 credits, 1 conceded pass 
D. White-4 passes, 2 credits, 2 failures 
R. K. White- 3 passes, 3 fai lures, 3 deferred 

3rd Year N . McQueen- 7 passes 
W. Ruse- 3 distinctions, 6 credits, graduates this year 
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Bachelor of Surveying 
2nd Year D. Stephenson- 5 distinctions, 4 credits, 2 passes 

1. Tompson- 3 distinctions, 2 credits, 5 passes 

4th Year P. Hardy distinctions, 3 credits, 2 passes, graduates this year 

Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical) 
2nd Year W. Gibson- 2 credits, 5 passes, 3 failures 

E. Heyting- l credit, 9 passes 
1. Smith-4 distinctions, 2 credits, 4 passes 
D . Thomas- l distinction, 5 passes, 4 failures 

3rd Year R. Gudgeon- l high distinction, 1 d'istinction, 3 credits, 3 passes, 1 failure 
G. Gunness- l high distinction, 8 passes, 1 failure 
1. O'Brien-4 credits, 6 passes 

Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) 
2nd Year R. lohnston- 8 passes, 2 failures 

T. Killow- 2 credits, 8 passes 
D. Kilroy- 2 credits, 7 passes, 1 failure 
B. Lithgow-4 credits, 6 passes 
K. Malpress-4 high distinctions, 6 distinctions, Queen's Medallist 1976 
C. Stanfield-4 passes, 6 failures 
N. Warner- 3 credits, 7 passes 

3rd Year M. Davis-4 distinctions, 4 credits, 2 passes 
L. Goodridge- l high distinction , 1 credit, 8 passes 
K . loseph- 5 credits, 6 passes 
1. O'Neill- l high distinction, 2 distinctions, 3 credits, 5 passes 
G. Thomson- 3 passes, 7 failures 
1. Walton- 2 distinctions, 3 credits, 5 passes 

4th Year C. Guscott- l high distinction, 1 credit, 6 passes 
C. Long- l distinction, 3 passes, graduates this year 

1ST YEAR DEGREE STUDENTS AT RAN COLLEGE 

Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) 
T. Andrews- 2 credits, 4 passe 
M. Blackmore- 4 passes, 2 failure 
A. McKiniie- 5 credits, 1 pass 
A. Ritchie- 2 distinctions, 4 credits 
P. Watkins- 5 distinctions, 1 pass 

Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical) 
M. Coles- 2 credits 
C. Wheatland- 2 distinctions, 4 credits 

Bachelor of Science 
B. Brennan-4 passes 
M. DeVries- 2 distinctions, 1 credit, 1 pass 
S. Hart- 3 distinctions, 1 pass 
G. lones- 2 passes, 1 failure, 1 deferred 
W. Philp- 2 distinctions, 1 credit, 1 pass 
A. Quinton- l credit, 3 passes 
A. Wotton- 3 credits, 1 pass 
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IllGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE 1975 
RESULTS FOR SECOND YEAR CADETS 

Name English History Geography Mathematics Science 

ATKINSON Al 3 2 2 2F 2S 
BATES Cl 2 2 2 2F 2F 
BENNETT ME 2 2 2 2F 2F 
BOYCE RL 2 2 2 2S 2S 
BRACE Rl 2 2 I 2F 
BRIERS Pl 2 2 2 2F 2F 
BROWN Sl 2 2 FAIL 2F 2F 
BUCK SG 2 2 2 2F 2F 
CAMPBELL PR 2 2 2F I 
COTTAM TA 2 2 2F 2F 
DOWN AR 2 2 2 2F 2F 
FIRTH Sl 2 2 2 2F 2F 
GALVIN MR 2 2 2 2F 2F 
GARDINER PA 2 2 I 2F 2F 
GOBERT WT 2 2 2 2S 2F 
GOLDRICK lV 2 1 2 2F 2F 
lONES PO 2 2 2 2F 2F 
KELLY PG 2 2 2 2F 2F 
KONINGS Pl 2 2 2 2F 2F 
LESCHEN PO 2 2 2 2F 2F 
LITTLEHALES DC 2 2 3 2F 2F 
MARIEN BW 2 2 2 2F 2F 
MURRAY Pl 2 2 2F 2F 
SHEEHAN RK 2 2 I 2F 2F 
SHIELDS P 2 2 2F I 
STEVENS OM 2 2 2 2F 2F 

NZ SULLIVAN WT 2 2 2 2F 2F 
TURNER GA 3 2 2 2F 2F 
LEVEL I 0 1 2 I 2 

2 26 22 24 25F 24F 
2S 2S 

3 2 0 0 0 
FAIL 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 28 23 28 28 28 

Every candidate qualified to matriculate. 

DISPLACEMENT Accidental loss: occurs when ship is docked and later can't be found. 
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RA.Ne SPORT 

TEAM CAPTAINS 

SWIMMING 
ATHLETICS 
SAILING 
TENNIS 
CRICKET 
RUGBY UNION 
AUSTRALIAN RULES 
SOCCER 
HOCKEY 
BASKETBALL 
SURF LIFE-SAVING 
WATER POLO 
VOLLEYBALL 
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A. GARNOCK 
J. ROUSSEAU 
D. FREW 
J. ROUSSEAU 
B. MARIEN 
G. MAPSON 
R. RICHARDS 
G. JAMES 
C. STANFIELD 
R. MARSHALL 
G. PEARCE 
G. JAMES 
M. ANDREWS 



CRICKET 1975-76 
Term Ill, 1975 saw the RANC field a 
rea onably strong team with win against the 
King School, St Patrick's College Goulburn, 
St Edmund's Canberra, and Navy Office. 

Allan Quinton and Peter Watkins dom
inated our batting and bowling respectively 
and thus formed the nucleus for the team. 
Good support though came from Nev 
Teague, Brian Marien, Michael Bennett, 
Peter Murray, Bob Richards and Barry Small. 
Mike Larsen our man behind the tumps had 
a hot and cold term. 

This year (term I, 1976) saw a new team 
being formed. We lost a good 50 per cent of 
last year's team, due mainly to university 
requirements, and so had to rebuild. 

Our schedule was heavy with many 'away' 
games in Canberra. The team never really 
managed to settle down. It is a fault of many 
teams like this one. We had the talent but we 
were never able to realise our full potential. 
Michael Clarke, Max Andrews and Clinton 
Thomas were players of obvious ability, but 
they could never 'click' at the same time. 

The most interesting game of the term was 
that against the RAAFA a report of which 
follows. 

Sporting fixtures between the Service Col
leges are all too infrequent and the RAN 
College was pleased to receive a visit from the 
RAAF Academy for the weekend 13-14 
March. 

The visitors were uccessful at both tennis 

and basketball on the Saturday. Because the 
visitors had to leave at lunchtime on Sunday, 
the cricket match started early, the wicket 
having fortunately been covered overnight. 
The College batted first, and when a wicket 
fell to the very first ball, a clean sweep seemed 
likely, but Brian Marien and Michael Clarke 
settled in to a stand of 55. The latter top
scored with 27 and Marien made 26. Clinton 
Thomas made a hard-hitting 14, but the next 
highest scorer was 'no balls'. At the end of 
twenty-five overs the innings was closed for 9 
for 93. 

The Academy lost their first four batsmen, 
all to Clarke, for 28 but reached 82 before the 
sixth wicket fell, Marien clean-bowling two in 
succession. When Clarke was brought on for 
the final over only 7 runs were required to win. 
He claimed the wicket of their top scorer, but 
on the very last ball of the game the scores 
were level. The batsman offered a catch going 
for the winning run, which Grant Ferguson 
gleefully accepted, and the result wa a tie. 

A fine effort by the College against a strong 
team of older players, particularly as there 
were seven newcomers in the side, and they 
had arrived back late the previous night from 
a game in Canberra. It was a great all-round 
effort by Michael Clarke, who not only top
scored, but took 6 of 9 wickets for only 28. 

Following a cliff-hanger against Knox, the 
College obviously kept their best efforts for 
Jervis Bay. 



RUGBY 
1975 

Rugby has always been a traditional college 
game, however the growth of Australian 
Rules, soccer and hockey has led to the slow 
demise of Rugby. 

This year the College had difficulties in 
fielding a good first fifteen compared to 1973, 
when the College fielded three Rugby teams. 
Consequently it is a bit easier to accept defeats 
such as 48-0 to Canberra Grammar. Class 1I 
were at sea during this rather difficult period 
but for the latter half of the Rugby season 
after they had returned we played some good 
games. 

The best match of the season was the 
annual match versus Duntroon Colts. In what 
must have been the climax of the season, the 

College thundered to a 22-3 victory. 
Our thanks must go to Lieutenant Com

mander Hogg, Lieutenant Whymark and 
Chief Petty Officer Round for their efforts in 
coaching us. 

1976 

Despite several departures of Rugby players 
from the College the team has managed to 
survive. Things did , however, look a bit grim 
after our drubbing at the hands of Canberra 
Grammar. Despite the absence of Class III 
midshipmen the Rugby team has done well. 

Notable performances were were made 
against Albatross, North Sydney Boys High 
and Scots College. 

AUSTRALIAN RULES 
1975 

The College team this year had a bad season 
following our two previous premiership wins. 
After a bad start due to numerous injuries the 
team started to work together, producing a 
sixteen goal win over Shoalhaven Heads 
followed by a three goal victory over Albat
ross the competition leaders. With a few more 
convincing wins the College was able to reach 
the final five. We won the first semi-final by 
five goals, good teamwork and backing up. 
The preliminary final though was lost to 
ALbatross, a disappointing end to a good 
season. 

The 1975 presentation night was held in the 
RANC Golf Club, with LCDR Walker, the 
Club Fresident, making the presentations. 
The following players were rewarded for their 
efforts during the season. 

Best and Fairest Trophy 
Best First Year Trophy 
Best Utility Player 
Highest Goalkicker 

Trophy 
Best Supporter 

1976 

CMID Quinton 
CMID Richards 
MID Haynes 

CM ID Bates 
CM ID Fearce 

The RAN College Australian Rules Football 
team have once again this year entered the 
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A grade competition of the South Coast 
League. Following an impressive season 
last year the College, at the beginning of 
the season lost eight strong members who 
had gone to Cerberus for courses. Despite this 
upset the College began training together 
early in March. Only a few players were left 
after the previous season and it was up to Bob 
Richards and Craig Bates to serve as the 
backbone of the team. Rod Nairn, Tim 
Howes, Peter Naughton and Tex Morton 
remained from the previous year. 

A new and young entry to the College this 
year proved to find many stars. 'Lofty' Mark 
was posted to HMAS CresweU and as captain 
of the team this year has proved to be 
invaluable. 

In our first game for the season, disaster 
struck once again for CresweU. Robbo twisted 
his ankle as did Clinton Thomas- both were 
put out for at least a month. Craig Bates was 
still recovering from a cartilage removal and 
his younger brother, Daryl , tore some liga
ments, also in his knee. 

However, these setbacks for CresweU have 
not deadened the team's determination to win 
the premiership this year. LEUT Shalders' 
coaching ability, the cadets' fitness and Ship's 
Company's determination will prove too 
good for the competition . .. 



1ST XV 1976 

Back RolV: 
Stefan Stangret , Peter Heslewood , Mark Brombach, Phillip Griffin , Michael Galvin , Mick Clarke, Ralph Marshall , Paul 
Gardiner, Stephen Dachs 

Front Roll': 
Bill Eversham, Robert Brace, Brian Marien , Greg Mapson (Captain), David Gallagher, Gerald Christian , Grant 
Fergu on, 'Ned ' Kelly 

AUSTRALIAN RULES 1976 

Back RolV: 
C. Gorey, S. Copeland , P. Brier , P. Swain , P. Adams, P. May, B. McLennan , T. Howe , P. Naughton , I. Laxton , R . Cox, 
S. Donald on, C. Marcombe, A . Morton , M . Georgelin , D . Alexander 

Front Roll'.' 
A. Digby, R. Nairn , S. HOll e, C. Bates, R. Richards (Captain), C. Thomas, D . Bates, A. Mill -Thom 



SOCCER 

1975 

The new entry for 1975 provided a generous 
supply of talent for the opening season. 
Cooper had a good season as goalie for the B 
team and CMID l ames earned his position as 
a striker in the A division. 

The elimination of LCDR Gibson due to a 
leg injury early in the season left the controll
ing mid-field position vacant. Bruce 
McLennan ably filled the gap and captained 
the A team throughout the season. LCDR 
Gibson's experience was not lost; his pearls of 
wisdom and verbal reassurances echoed ac
ross the fields not infrequently. 

Team spirit was consistently high for the 
dura tion of the season. Masters of the display 
of sportsmanship LEUT Farquhar and 
LEUT Wellham showed pleasure in radiating 
this friendly rivalry, especially during matches 
with the extremely orthodox Sussex Inlet 
team. Albatross did not dominate us this 
season as they had previously. 

Class II's cruise mid-season left teams short 
of players for about four weeks, however, this 
offered a challenge for the remainder to prove 
they could win without them. . 

The season closed with the College bemg 
eliminated from the competition by Shoal
haven Heads. Overall, the season was a good 
one and it is hoped that similar enthusiasm is 
displayed in 1976. 

1976 
The soccer scene started this season with 
renewed interest. At the initial training ses ion 
it wa found that there were enough players of 
ability to field two teams in the local com
petition. A majority of these players had 

played the previous year for the College but a 
lot of new talent also emerged, notably Gerry 
Davis. 

Our first match was a social game with 
A lbatross. The A and B teams functioned very 
well considering the season had not even 
begun. The As were defeated 4-0, while the Bs 
went down 3-0. 

The competition began the very next week 
with both matches played at Creswell. The A 
team played well and defeated Sussex Inlet.'s 
'leg breakers' 4-3 in a very tight match. Dav~d 
Gallagher scored 3 of our goals and was m 
very good form. Another 2 points were gained 
when the B team defeated Huskisson 3-2. 

However, both teams had drawn the next 
weeks matches against Bomaderry, one of the 
best clubs in the competition. In these games 
our inexperience showed, despi'te our de
termined attitude towards the matches. The 
final scores were 7-2 in first grade and 6-3 in 
reserve grade. 

In the annual Nirimba inter-services knock
out competition we beat combined Stalwart
Vampire 1-0 and then were drawn against our 
main rivals- namely Albatross. In this match 
we were mainly on the defensive: Albatross 
won 3-0. Ironically the losers of our first 
match went on to play in the semi-final of the 
loser's competition. 

Thank you Don James and LCDR 'Gibbo' 
for your time, effort and experience. Unfor
tunately this term the Association pro
grammed our team to play several matches 
during the leave period , and we consequently 
had to forfeit. However since then we have 
beaten teams who are well placed on the 
ladder. 

HOCKEY 
1975 

1975 was an enjoyable, but on the whole, an 
unsuccessful year for the Creswell hockey 
team, playing in the A grade Moss Vale 
competition. We hope to play in the Woll?n
gong competition next year where playmg 
conditions are expected to improve. 

On all too many occasions this year the 
team has found itself playing as individuals, 
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thus depriving us of results deserved by su~h a 
talented team, for on only a few occaSIOns 
were we outclassed by the opposition. Early 
victories in a knock-out competition at the 
start of the year followed by good perfor
mances against Albatross in training augured 
well. However we were not to fulfil early 
promise through a combination of bad play 
and rather upsetting refereeing. 



1st XI SOCCER 1976 
Back Roll': Tim Barrell, Peter Sullivan, Max Andrews, Colin C(l()p~r (Goalie), igel Perry, David Gallagher 
Frol/I Roll': Greg Marson, Mick Larsen, Guy James (Captain), Gerry Davis, Murray Fox 

2nd Xl SOCCER 1976 
Back Roll': Norman Ridgway, David Norris, Bob Hill , Steven Firth, 'Sandy' Garnock, Grant Dale 

Frail I ROIl': Richard White , GOI'don Jones, Stephen Spencer, Mark C1arke, Doug Lucock 



Apart from a change of goalkeepers, due to 
injury midway through the season, the team 
remained relatively unchanged. Several team 
members notably, Wes Whitmore, Peter Mur
ray and Nip Thomas have played well on the 
field , while, John Rousseau and Derek Frew, 
our ' mad fool' goalkeeper played solidly. 
LEUT Hacker has done a fine job as coach 
and under his guidance the team has improved 
dramatically. 

1976 
Thi year saw a change in league for the 
Creswell hockey team, from the Moss Vale to 
the Illawarra League. Although this repre
sents a demotion from A grade to C grade, the 
average standard of the competition has been 
higher. So far Creswell has done very well, 
with only two defeats out of fourteen games; 
we are second on the ladder, ahead of nine 
other teams. 

This success can be attributed to several 
people, whom the team wish to thank: LEUT 
Hacker, our coach who has put in a fine effort 
in training the team; LEUT Lashko, the 
Captain of HMAS Aware and AB 'Strick' 

Strickland, all of whom forfeited much of 
their time to provide strength, and SBLT Neil 
McQueen , a fourth year engineering student 
at UN SW who travels down from Sydney 
each weekend. Congratulations Neil on your 
recent marriage; we hope that you will till be 
able to 'escape' to JB next ea on! 

Congratulations are also extended to 
LEUT Hacker, CMIDs Blackmore, M urray 
and Scott for passing their hockey umpires ' 
cour e examination and to CMIDs Frew and 
Murray for their selection in the Illawarra 
District Team that played in the NSW State 
Championships. Unfortunately they were un
able to attend the trials for the inter-service 
hockey team. 

The team is in a very good position to win 
this year's premiership, being only one point 
behind the leading team. We hope that the 
return of LEUT Lashko (currently with 
HMAS Aware in Darwin) will consolidate our 
position into an eventual win. 

With our tenth successive win on 17 July 
against St Stephen 's we are now second on the 
ladder behind North Wollongong. 

HOCKEY XJ-1976 

Back RolV: 
Anth ony O 'Or ogna, John Hoi sser, Paul Smith , LEUT R. Hacker, 'Strick' Strickland , Geotf Milward , Adrian Woo lf, 
Peter Heslewood 

Front Row: 
Paul Chapman, Peter Murray, Peter Leschen , Derek Frew, Chris Stanfield (Captain), Mark Blackmore, John Scott 



TENNIS 

1976 was a successful year for the tennis team 
despite injuries to several players during the 
season. The basis for the team was a number 
of players who had represented the College in 
1975 so there was a good deal of experience 
tempered with new entry enthusiasm. N um
erous good performances by the team during 
the year warrant mention, especially when it is 
considered that many matches were played 
away necessitating long drives before playing. 
Our good performance against RAAF A in 
which we lost by only one set, 13 to 14, is our 
most creditable achievement as it showed up 
the determination of our lower ranked players 
such as David Littlehales, Guy Knox and 
Peter Sullivan after our number 1 and 2 had 
lost against an accomplished opposition. Our 
matche against Chevalier were good wins for 
us though God was on their side with Father 
Herbert playing as their number 1. 

Our match against Trinity Grammar early 
in the year proved a good training run though 
luckily the lack of organisation from their end 
didn 't set a precedent for the remainder of the 
season. All in all a good season's tennis was 
enjoyed by all. It was especially gratifying to 
see Geoff Turner and Lachlan King mature 
into skilled and determined players and to 
know that we could count on good efforts 
from each team member if there were initial 
losses by our top seeds. 

Thanks must go of course to Commander 
Sullivan for the time and sweat he puts in each 
year for the tennis team. To travel 120 miles to 

Back: 
L. King, D . Littleha les, P. Murray 

Front: 
J. Roussea u, CMDR L. Sullivan, G. Turner 

miss a tennis match and then drive back, yet 
bounce back next week to support the team is 
a praiseworthy attitude. 

RANC SAILING JAN. 1975- AUG. 1976 

The College ha alway held much pride in it 
ability to sail, as sailing is such an integral part 
of the navy and a necessary capability of any 
naval officer. In 1975 and through to August 
1976, the College continued to maintain its 
reputation in Jervis Bay, against other service 
academies and the Royal Australian Naval 
Sailing Association (RANSA) as a team of 
well-trained capable sailors. 

By mid 1975 the College received the last of 
its seventeen bosun dinghies. This has allowed 
us to hold inter-divisional sailing races 
throughout the sai ling season with Cook 
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division having the most succes es. Early in 
March 1975 the sailing team travelled to 
Canberra for two days racing against RMC. 
The series was raced on Lake Burley Griffin 
with RANC winning. A return match was 
held on Jervi s Bay in April 1976 with the 
RANC again winning. However, on both 
occasions the RMC team performed credi
tably and are not a team to be taken lightly. 

In June 1975 it was disappointing to see the 
Endeavour Yacht Callala suffer her fate of 
being sunk at her moorings as a result of a 
violent storm which ravaged the NSW south 



coa t. However, with the aid of navy divers 
she was soon raised and after much hard work 
by the shipwrights she was soon sailing again. 

Towards the end of 1975, a weekend sailing 
regatta against RANSA was held here in 
Jervis Bay. RANSA experience in bosun 
dinghies racing was superior to the RANC 
team but revenge was sweet when the College 
team won the Endeavour yacht races. A 
return bosun dinghy match was held in April 
1976 on Sydney Harbour and in an exciting 
weekend's racing, RANSA narrowly defeated 
a very young and relatively inexperienced 
RANC team. 

Early in 1976, the College received two new 
Endeavour yachts Cararma and Currumbene. 
This now means each division will have a 
yacht and will raise the number of College 
yachts participating in Jervis Bay Cruising 
Yacht Club races to five. Over the past 
eighteen months this Club has held three 
serie of Point Score races with Franklin's best 
series placing being a third, Calla/a a second, 
Currarong seventh with the two new yachts 
yet to race a full season. 

Frank/in has continued to provide many 
cadets with valuable sailing and seaman hip 
training. With the Endeavours she has been 
used on a number of ailing expedition 
weekends around Jervis Bay. It is hoped that 
once more cadets become suitably qualified as 
coxswains, these yachts will have even more 
use in this respect than they already do. Late 
last year Franklin had to withdraw twenty
four hours prior to starting in the Sydney to 
Lord Howe Island ocean race because of radio 
problems but as an interesting alternative the 
crew undertook a twelve-day coastal sailing 
cruise to Crowdy Head and return. Franklin 
has recently been delivered to Garden Island 
Dockyard for her biennial refit and it is hoped 
to have her back at the College in time for 
term III sailing. 

The future of College sailing looks bright 
for we certainly cannot complain about lack 
of craft or ideal sailing conditions. It is hoped 
that as many cadets as possible will be able to 
take advantage of this situation. 

KEEL A wife's wish fulfilment when she hears you have bought a trailer-sailer. 

SAILING 

Back Roll': 
G . James, D. Lucock , M. Gallagher, J. Hoisser, D . Bates, S. Coppens, D. Robinson , P. Kraus, M. Fox 

Front: 
P. Smith, G. Mapson , A. Garnock, D. Frew (Captain), M. Garth , S. Spencer, G . Dale 



INTER-SERVICE COLLEGES SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

The ollege team arrived at Duntroon in the 
early afternoon of Friday 27 February to do 
battle with the four other officer training 
establ ishments from the three Services. We all 
decided that perhaps the best idea at that stage 
was to go and explore the arena. 

Having di covered one very brave high 
diver in Guy James, the team decided that his 
bird-like antics were perhaps somewhat 
strenuous and so the team banded together 
and dragged him back to the barracks. The 
team unanimously agreed that it should relax 
that night in preparation for the hard swim
ming the next day. They all arose early on 
Saturday and eased into a light training 
session at the Civic Olympic Pool. CPOPTI 
Round, assisted by LSPTI Vaughan and the 
team Captain, Sandy Garnock, supervised 
the wimming practice. 

Although the result of the carnival were 
not in our favour, everyone swam well. Dave 
Gallagher starred by winning the 100 metre 
breaststroke. The majority of other swimmers 
gained third placings. 

The Naval College was placed fourth out of 
the five academies, one point behind the 
RAAF Academy. Although the College slip
ped from second place in 1975 to fourth place 
this year, the times for every individual event 
except the 200 metre individual medley, and 
the times for every team event except the 400 
metre relay, were much better than last year's 
times. The final results were: 

RMC Duntroon 164 points 
OCS Portsea 148 points 
RAAF Academy 134 points 
RAN College 133 points 
DCS Frognall 80 points 

WATER POLO 
For the first time in years, RANC entered a 
team in the local water polo competition 
playing in the B division of the competition. 

At fir t, the College boys found the going 
tough against the more experienced local 
teams, e pecially Albatross. However, by the 
time Christmas leave came, we had scored a 

Back Roll': 

draw. Due to the leave period we missed many 
games, but mainly we lost fitness, so that we 
had to start afresh in 1976. 

The team recovered quickly and oon 
howed form with a 5-1 win again t South 

Nowra. We progressed to the final where we 
met North Nowra, and in a good game for us, 

J. Milward , R. Nairn , G . Map on , W. Eversham, C. Stanfteld, 1. Rousseau 
From Roll': 
A. Garnock, G . James, LEUT D . Jenning USN , M . Garth, M . McKeith 



we came out on top by 8-1. The team met 
A lbatross in the grand final. Thi was a hard 
fought game which showed a great deal of 
determination on both sides, Albatross proved 
too strong however, and took the game and 
the premier hip (12-4). 

The College team included: CMIDS James 

(Ca pt) , Garnock, Rousseau, Eversham, Stan
field , Milward , Garth , Nairn , Stangret, John
son and Gallagher. LEUT Jennings USN and 
ABSTD Fuller also played. 

Although we are pleased with being minor 
premiers, we intend to improve next season. 

SURF LIFE SAVING 
On Saturday, 24 April seven cadets attempted 
surf life-saving awards at Woonona Beach 
near Wollongong. Six of the cadets CMIDS 
Digby, Woods, McNeill, Lucock, Hepburn 
and D'Orsogna attempted the Bronze Medal
lion and CMID Pearce the Instructor's Certi
ficate. 

The day was very fine with a small swell of 
three to four feet runing. Unfortunately the 
northern end of the beach was covered with 
seaweed making swimming yery difficult, 
another problem encountered was a strong 
northerly rip running parallel to the beach 
about fifty yard offshore. 

After lunch the examination continued with 
the use of the 'Ambu manikin' to show the 
candidates' knowledge of artificial respiration 
and external cardiac massage. A full de
monstration was also given of the Oxy-Viva. 
To end the exam everyone was questioned on 
first aid and theory. Everybody passed. 

The members of the surf life aving club at 
the College would like to express their sincere 

appreCIatIOn to Woonona Surf Club es
pecially to their secretary, Mr Jeff Humphries, 
who has put a lot of time and effort into 
helping the cadets at the College. The e uip
ment at the College now consists of a surf 
boat, surf ski and reel while sickbay ha an 
Oxy-Viva unit. 

The highlight of the season was a barbecue 
held at the waterfront. This was the first time 
during our five year association with the 
Woonoona Surf Club that members of their 
Club have visited the College. In the after
noon an exchange of reels and the pre-
entation by Woonoona of a surf boat took 

place. CMDR Mentz accepted the boat 
named Lest We Forget on behalf of the 
College from the President of the Club Mr 
Carpenter. Now we have to learn how to u e 
the boat. 

We look forward to a continued clo e 
association with Woonoona and again extend 
our appreciation to this Club. 



ATHLETICS 

1976 was to be the year of the 'amphibithete'. 
Owing to the rain we were forced to look 
elsewhere for competition, notably Canberra 
and Sydney. On Saturday 7 March we pro
ceeded to Canberra athletics oval loaded with 
all forms of athletic equipment supplied by 
Chief Round at a nominal fee of one signa
ture. 

On the day the College performed credi
tably: David Musgrove in the 6000 metres, 
Tony Andres in the 100 metres and our 
jumpers Rod Nairn and Paul Konings all did 
well. 

Our next meet was at Narrabeen Fitness 
Camp on Saturday the 13th, where we were 
faced with a tartan track. Here our chances at 
ISCAM improved with good performances by 
Paul Konings and Dennis Alexander in the 
high jump. Nigel Coates performed creditably 
in the 100 metres. At this meet we finished 
only 18 points behind UNSW and 52 points 
ahead of a depleted RMC. 
At the inter-divisional athletics meeting per
formances were improved upon and thus we 
tackled ISCAM at Portsea with a great deal of 
confidence. The Portsea hotel was alive with 
athletes that evening with conservative es
timates placing RANC as a possible 2nd or 
3rd. However OCS, RMC and RAAFA came 
in a head of us. Particularly pleasing was Joel 
Stephenson's gold medal in the pole vault 
while Rod Nairn won a silver and bronze for 
ja e1in and triple jump. Similarly Ralph 
Marshall got silver for the hurdles and bronze 
for the shot put. Chris O'Farrell won a bronze 
in t he 1500 metres. 

The efforts of LCDR Noyes, Mr Thompson 
and Chief Round our tactician, are greatly 
appreciated. 
The 1976 College athletics meeting was held 
on Friday 12 March with some of the field 

events taking place earlier in the week. The 
weather was somewhat uncooperative and 
spasmodic rain over the preceding few days 
threatened to interrupt the programme. How
ever, when the directive came from Chief PTI 
Round that the athletics would press on 
regardless, the weather abandoned its vain 
attempt to have the meeting postponed and 
cleared up in time to allow an enjoyable 
afternoon's sport. 

The carnival went as programmed with 
strong divisional spirit displayed. The com
petition for the individual championships, 
both junior and open were fiercely contested. 
In the Open competition Peter Kelly with five 
first places came out on top to win from a 
fellow Cook competitor by seventeen points. 
The junior competition showed even more 
rivalry with two Flinders' athletes Paul Kon
ings and Ralph Marshall vigorously compet
ing in numerous events. The overall outcome, 
however, proved to be a win to Marshall. 

The most exciting event of the day was the 
Veterans' Handicap run on Cl distance-age 
basis. The air was tense awaiting the gun and 
the crowd held its breath for the complete 
duration of the event- lO.8 seconds. The 
winner was Mr K. Armstrong from Captain 
Broben and LCDR Gibson. The margins for 
that race- two lengths by a head. The winner 
paid $8.50 for the win and $2.00 for the place. 

The inter-divisional point score was won by 
Flinders division which had gained a healthy 
eighteen point lead from the long jump, triple 
jump and 10000 metres held earlier in the 
week. From there they never looked back and 
surged ahead to win by a comfortable 91 point 
margin, thus receiving the traditional cake 
which no doubt rendered Flinders incapable 
of any athletic feats for some time. Cook were 
runners-up followed by Jervis then Phillip. 

EVENT WINNERS 

11 () m Hurdles Open A Jame B Richards 
Open: Smythe Cup Junior A Marshall B Konings 
100 metres Open A Rousseau B Kelly, P. 
Open: Carr Cup Junior A Coates B Konings 
20() metres Open A Keliy P. B Cox 

Junior A Coates B Konings 
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400 metres Open A Kelly P. B Cox 
Open: Dowling Shield Junior A Coates B Konings/ 

Marshall 
800 metres Open A Rousseau B Stephenson 

Junior A Clark B Fredericks 
1500 metres Open A Knox 
Open: Morgan Shield Junior A O'Farrell 
Junior: Fegan Cup 
5000 metres Open A Musgrove 
Open: Evans Trophy Junior A Clarke 
19000 metres Open Musgrove 
Cross-country Junior Straughan 
Long Jump Open A Cox 

Junior A Konings 
Triple Jump Open A Nairn 

Junior A Marshall 
High Jump Open A Richards 

Junior A Marshall 
Shot Put Open A Kelly P. 

Junior A Marshal! 
Discus Open A Eversham 

Junior A Marshall 
Pole Vault Open A Frew 

Junior A Stangret 
Javelin Open A Kelly P. 

Junior A Nairn 
4 x 100 m Relays A Cook Flinders Jervis Phillip 

B Flinders Jervis Phillip Cook 
C Flinders Phillip Cook Jervis 

4 x 200 m Relay Cook Jervis Flinders Phillip 
All Hands Relay Cook Flinders Jervis Phillip 
Winning Division Flinders 
Open Champion Franklin Cup Kelly P. 
Junior Champion Boyle Cup Marshall 
Veterans Handicap 100 metres 

Mr K. Armstrong by a head to Captain Broben by 4 gold bars to 
Gibson by i Cl Commander 

IseAM Team 1976 



CROSS-COUNTRY 
In early 1975 the Royal Au tralian Naval 
College Amateur Athletics Club was formed 
so tha t officers, lecturers and their children
in fact anyone else from RANC ould run in 
team with those cadets interested. 

We competed against many school teams, 
including St Patrick's Goulburn; Canberra 
Grammar; Daramalan College; as well as 
other Athletics Clubs: Nowra AAC; Southern 
Flame AAC and Canberra AAC. 

[n the Inter-Service Cross-Country 1975, 
RANC came third overall. This was held at 
RMC on a day 'perfectly suited for cross
country running' according to our PTIs- that 
is very wet and cold. The course ran up and 
down the mountainous terrain behind the 
Rus ell Offices in Canberra. 

Later in the year, runs of a longer distance 
were attempted. One of the shorter runs wa a 
seven thousand metre beach and mud run at 
North Wollongong in which, at the start and 
finish of the race, the runners had to cross a 
knee-deep section of water. It later proved to 
be 2.5 metres deep! 

A relay run from Wollongong to Nowra (80 
km) wa run with two teams of four entered 
from RANC. The maximum leg distance wa 
two miles, so this proved to be a very 
challenging run. 

A team of ten runners , two Lieutenants , 
two PTls and six cadets, ran a relay to RMC 
Duntroon, Canberra, and back with 5 mile 
leg , in just 32 hours 37 minutes and 40 
seconds. A large shield was carried to RMC in 

one of the vehicles and RMC's challenge is to 
return it to CreslVell and see if they can better 
our time. At 0237, the Captain and Mr 
Broben, and the Commander met the team at 
the bell tower. The cadets were given the day 
ofT. 

Other well-known runs in which we com
peted were the City-to-Surf Sydney over 15 
km; the Coledale SLSC Bush-to-Bay run over 
12 km (up mountains) in Wollongong and the 
Shoalhaven Circular Seven over 11 kilometres 
in Nowra. 

The team did over 100 laps of the cross
country course, every Tuesday in the form of a 
handicap; at other times independently. For 
the month before the Canberra run 24-32 km 
of road running was done per day. 

In 1976 the J2s were left to run the team 
under the direction of Mr H. Kemp and 
LCDR G. Noye . The new entry produced 
several keen runners and we have had two 
runs so far this year- at Gipps Farm Nowra 
and against Chevalier College at Creswe/l. 

In July 1976, Geoff Noyes ran a second in 
the 5000 metre event in Nowra. This year 
again looks like an interesting City-to-Surf 
run in which a dozen College cadets and staff 
will compete. This year the course is only 14 
km. On 4 July Harold Kemp and GeoffNoyes 
competed in the Nowra King of the Mountain 
event over a steep, tortuous 32 km course to 
Kangaroo Valley. Geoff was the first local to 
fini h in 2 hours 20 minutes and Harold was 
the first veteran to finish in 2 hours 43 minutes. 
The winners time wa 2 hours dead! 
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BASKETBALL 

The College A grade ba ketball team enjoyed 
a successful year in 1975. Although influenced 
by continuous changes in the team line-up, 
Marlins A were still able to dominate the local 
basketball competition in A reserve grade 
throughout the year. 

First term saw the addition of two new 
entries to the team, Mark Rodger and Ralph 
Marshall (Ralph was destined to take over 
captaincy the following year). During the 
term Marlins A were minor premiers. The 
College team was also very successful during 
first term in intercollegiate games. 

In second term some of Marlins' players 
were lost to winter sports, however with 
LEUT Jennings' support the team kept the 
competition alive. Marlins A under the cap
taincy of 'Dick' Shalders played well all term 
to go down by one goal in the Grand Final. 
The College's newly formed team in third 
term under 'Mike' Freeman's captaincy took 
out the Grand Final in B grade whilst Marlin 
B had a pretty bad term overall. 

The most improved player in 1975 was lan 
Logan who pulled the A's out of many tight 

spots. Richard Shalders, Quinton , Ralph 
Marshall and Mark Rodgers were the other 
outstanding players. 

First term 1976 saw many changes in 
College basketball; many of our star players 
had left. The Marlins A having lost its 
teamwork along with its players started from 
scratch in a hope to regain its previous 
position in Bomaderry. The team was also 
disabled by injury to their star forward Mark 
Rodgers. The B team on the other hand have 
had a reasonably good first term alternating 
from first to second place in the B grade 
competition. 

New team members with good prospects 
are CMIDS Cox, Christian and Alexander. 

For the 1976 Winter Competition in Bom
aderry, both Marlins team have been put in 
B grade. However we are beating most teams 
and it looks as though we will be playing 
against each other in the Grand Final. 

Against RAAFA and Canberra Grammar 
however, we have not faired so well , losing on 
both occasions. 



VOLLEYBALL 

1975 was a year of great change for volleyball 
in the College. The major transformations 
were the College entering the Shoalhaven 
Amateur Volleyball Association and the re
cognition of volleyball as a full sport. 

Two teams were formed under the guidance 
of Lieutenant Commander G. Elder RNZN, 
The College Volleyball Officer. The most 
towering team was RANC Sharks who aver
aged around six feet three inches (190 cm) 
compared to RANC Reivers who were 
around eight inches (20 cm) shorter. RANC 
Sharks was captained by MIDN Ian Logan 
while RANC Reivers was captained by 
CM ID Andrew Down. With great guidance 
and coaching by CPOPT Round, RANC 
Sharks just missed out in taking first in the B 
grade SA V A competition. RANC Reivers 
finished a galant fourth after being defeated in 
the finals by RANC Sharks. Congratulations 
must go to MIDN Ian Logan for gaining Full 
Colours for volleyball. 

Term I 1976 saw Lieutenant Clark RNZN 
take over the helm as Volleyball Officer. New 
teams were formed with CMID Stangret and 
a predominantly J2 team forming RANC 
Reivers while CM ID Down and interested 
new entry formed the RANC Dromonds. 
Cadet Midshipman Stefan Stangret, Paul 
Konings and Russel Woods of RANC 
Reivers and CMID Max Andrews, David 
Littlehales and Tim Barrett of RANC 
Dromonds deserve mention. 

The College also played Chevalier College 
twice this term and has succeeded in winning 
and losing one match. 

Colours and awards for term I 1976 saw 
three people gaining Half Colours for vol-

Back Row: 
Bruce Turner, Colin Cooper, Rod Nairn 

Front Row: 
Russell Woods, Steran Stangret, Greg Bayles 

leyball: Max Andrews, Andrew Down and 
Stefan Stangret- Congratulations. 

In second term 1976 the Dromonds topped 
the B grade table. The Reivers on the other 
hand, despite poor results recently, may make 
it to the semi-finals. Canberra was an· ex
perience we shall not forget- it reminded us 
that despite our successes in the local area, we 
still have much to learn. 

SQUASH REPORT 
On Saturday 13 March, the College played its 
first representative game of squash in many 
years against RAAF A (Point Cook). The 
team consisted of CMIDS Pearce (captain), 
James, Galvin, Lucock, Warwick and Men
hinick. Both teams left the College after lunch 
and proceeded to HMAS Albatross to play. 
The College team lost four rubbers to two. 

LCDR Hill RN has volunteered his services 
as coach and officer-in-charge of the squash 
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team, and the College is entered in the Nowra 
squash competition. An inter-college com
petition has been drawn up to be played 
during term II to find the College champion. 
At the moment the College has scored three 
wins in the first four rounds of the local 
competition with players of the calibre of 
Phillip ' Warwick, Doug Lucock, Gervase 
Pearce and Roger Fairbairn. 



GOLF 

The bigge t event on the College golf calen
dar, the Annual Cadet Golf Championship 
was held on Wednesday 19 November 1975. 
There wa a large field and the results 
indicated ome quality golf had been played . 

Midshipman Thomas won the least number 
of putts with a scorching 28 putts, Midship
man Ward knocked away a boomer on the 
16th to win the longest drive and Cadet 
Midshipman Cottam finished outright winner 
and College champion for the second con
secutive year with a new College record-=--79 
off the stick. For this fine effort, CMID 
Cottam won the Captain's Cup for Golf. 

Midshipman Ward has also had a fine year 
of golf, winning the RANC Golf Club B 
Grade Championships and also being elected 
to the golf club committee, giving the cadets 
and mid hipmen a repre entation in the 

affairs of the RANC Golf Club. 
The inter-divisional competition for term I, 

1976 saw an easy victory for Flinders division 
due to excellent play by CM ID Cottam. A late 
run by the blue 'floggers' gave Jervis divi ion 
an edge into second place, with Cook and 
Phillip locked in third place. 

As yet, the 1976 Golf Championships have 
not been played, but with the absence of 
CMID Cottam the competition promises to 
be very even and John Scott looks good. 

In the Open College Gold Championship in 
1975, LCDR P. Lancaster was Club Cham
pion, but as he is not competing in 1976 the 
finalists are Messr Howe, Vaughn and Den
nmg. 

Congratulations to Mrs Pat Broben on 
being the 1976 Associates Champion. 

COLLEGE SHOOTING 1976 

This year has been quiet as far a shooting is 
concerned. There have only been two matches 
this year, both against Chevalier College. 
Inter-divisional shooting has only played a 
small part towards the Cock Division trophy. 
However, the standard of hooting has im
proved considerably under the careful guid
ance of LEUT Whymark. 

The two matches against Chevalier College 
were both very close. The first shoot was at 
Chevalier and the College 10 t by a narrow 
margin. The second shoot wa at home and 
thi time the College won. 

In the inter-divisional hooting this term 

Jervis division has not lost a match and at the 
moment there is no sign that the other 
divisions are going to improve enough to beat 
them. 

As for the individuals concerned, Leschen 
and McKnight have been the mainstay of the 
team, both scoring consistently. The new 
members of the team are also showing some 
promi e. The main problem with most of the 
team members is the rapid fire event, and 
much practice i required by some before a 
reasonable tandard is reached. 

CMID Leschen ca pped a fine year by 
gaining Half Colour. 



BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The boxing finals were held on 14August 1975 
and Cook and Phillip divisions dominated the 
championships. At the conclusion of the 
bouts, which were loudly and enthusiastically 
supported, Captain I. W. Broben presented 
the awards. Cadet Midshipman G. James 
received the trophy for the best exponent of 
boxing, while Cadet Midshipman T. Howes 
was presented with a cake for being the best 
loser of a hard fought bout. Cook division 
received the G. D. Yates Cup for the winning 
division. 

Weight Division Contestants Division Result 

Fly Turner Cook Won 
Tinkler Phillip 

Feather Sullivan Phillip Won (KO) 
10h11S011 Phillip 

Light Cottam Phillip Won 
Howes Jervis 

Light Welter Atkinson Jervis 
Rodgers Cook Won (KO) 

Welter Quinton Cook Won 
Morton 1ervis 

Light Middle Cooper Phillip Won 
Garth Jervis 

Middle Marshall Flinders 
Watkins Cook Won 

Light Heavy Nairn Flinders 
James Phillip Won 

Heavy Campbell Flinders Won (KO) 

Willing Cook 

1975 CRESWELL CUP 
After a period of scheming and training, the 
inter-part Creswell Cup teams lined up in 
front of the starter. The usual odds were being 
shouted at the rails; the Wardroom was fairly 
confident- sailing would carry the day for 
them; the Chiefs and POs considered organi
sation and sheer craftiness would see them 
past the winning tape first; the Midshipmen, 
despite the absence of half their class, were 
displaying their usual over-confidence; Jervis 
division was quietly confident- they had 
youth and fitness and an easy win in the inter
divisional competition under their belt; and 
the Junior Sailors were uncharacteristically 
quiet. 

The starter's gun sounded. Jervis division 
got away to an early lead which they were able 
to maintain throughout most of the race. 
They were hotly pursued by the Mids with the 

66 

remaining entries bunched up behind. Out of 
the gymnasium and under the canvas- this 
was a tricky section with a scrum, accom
panied by the appropriate 'get your feet out of 
my ... ' type comments developing under the 
canvas. Over the hurdles and down to the 
wharf- despite complete disorgani ation, the 
batons reached their respective dinghy teams. 
From Seamans Beach to the bell tower- here 
the line up was: Midshipmen, Cadets, Ward
room, Junior Sailors and Chiefs and POs. 
This was the only time in the race that the 
over-confident topi-wearing Midshipmen 
were in the front. Gymnasium to dinghy via 
the pool- the Wardroom gained definite 
ground in this section, their baton became so 
hot during the run that it became necessary to 
throw it into the pool to cool it down. The big 
sailing leg- the placings did not change in this 



section, but there were a couple of reports of 
procedural irregularities, the most note
worthy of which was Jervis' attempt to use a 
bosun as a surf boat. The beach run- all this 
section did was to cause severe oxygen debt in 
a number of the older runners and close the 
gap between the three leading teams in order: 
Jervis Division, Midshipmen, and Ward
room. The bicycle race- here the gap con
tinued to narrow. Callow youth allowed 
bicycles to be easily nobbled and one of the 
leading teams found itself riding a chainless 
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and flat-tyred machine uphill. The Wardroom 
cleverly entered their imported super-star 
(complete with riding gloves) as a 'post entry'. 
This completely demoralised the opposition. 
Final placings and times were: 

1 st Jervis Division - 29m 16.8s 
2nd Midshipmen - 29m 45s 
3rd Wardroom - 30m lIs 
4th CPO and POs - 34m 08s 
5th Junior Sailors - 34m 09s 
It is worth recording that the first three 

places all beat last year's record of 30m 27s. 
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Fragmentation 

... the fluttering by of a single butterfly 
is of greater consequence than the passage ,of a score of people ... 

The pattern of colors is 
smeared by the flow of them 
as they flutter by, butterfly minds 
flashing and flitting 
from thought to foolish thought. 
Technicolor legs flash gaudily past; 
Fast-flowing hair splashes softly over shoulders and 
down prim narrow backs ... 
But that is not all: 
Elephantine legs and infantile minds squelch and slap 
down the path-
- long lines of sagging flesh, chuckling, like a tide under rocks, 
ooze imbecilically past: 
The passage of so many slugs among 
the soft nice mice of my mind. 
The white wings of the moth splash 
against the still, clear green of the leaves. 
The tall young eucalypt stands straight but supple: 
Antonym to the many-hued rippling legs 
of the passing plastic schoolgirls-
- Vacant, half-crossed, false-eyelashed eyes flashing 
False smiles 
Quizzical across the Void 
between me 
and the color pattern; 
and I am robbed 
of my self-possession. 

Portrait 

Why filter life with talk of 
Eternal pain and pleasure? 

Why separate and inflict pains 
Which last forever? 
Paint fades in time- frames rot! 

And man-made pictures of many gods 
Are really just one. 

For God 's sake leave us to our 
Three score and ten years of eternity. 

Unvarnished I wish to doodle alone, 
Do not paint my portrait for me. 

LAPIN 

G. BAYLES 
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The Gospel-According to the Bombers 

And it came to pass that, on the eighth day, 
the Prophet Peter gathered before him his disciples, 
in four groups, that he mayest presenteth them 
unto the Almighty Commander. 

He sa id unto the mas es, ' I commandeth thou to 
turneth to thy right and marcheth quickly '. 

But the people were restless and didst depart 
from the protocol that is customarily followethed. 

The action of the first group which didst incJineth 
to the left instead of eyes righteth, didst 
passeth unnoticed until the second group didst 
turneth to their left. 

The Archangel Robert, who standeth on the left 
hand of the Almighty Commander, didst sayeth 
unto the second group, 'Jervis, wherefore art 
thou going? Cometh thou back! ' 

The Archangel Robert didst then quoth unto the 
Almighty Commander, 'Sire, the Cadets are revolting!' 
The Almighty Commander didst reply, 'I knoweth that, 
but what dost they do?' 

Meanwhile, the third group didst turn about and 
returneth from whence it cometh and the last 
group didst vanish. 

The Guardian Angels were thunderstruck and didst 
have trouble comprehending the situation. 

And the Devil Gibson didst surveyeth the scene 
from afar and was so overcometh with joy and 
amusement that an accident most embarrassing near 
befelleth him. 

But the Guardian Angel Phillip didst regaineth 
hi wits and didst commandeth the people to gather before him. 

He sayeth unto the crowd, 'My children, thou hast 
sinned against us and must now payeth the price'. 

The people were struck with terror and didst run 
and turn and weave in a bid to escape their fate. 

And the Almighty Commander didst sayeth unto the 
Prophet Peter, 'Go forth and multiply thy rifles!' 

And Peter didst as he was bade and placeth 
fifteen rifles in the armoury. 

And Lo, at 1450, the Master of the Quarter 
didst openeth the armoury and didst findeth 
six score and three rifles. 

And the Guardian Angle Phillip commandeth 
that each person be giveneth a rifle that he 
may payeth his penitence. 

(FROM: MEMORABLE D1VISlONS) 
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The sea-eagle slips off the wind , unconcerned , 
down to the dunes. 
Youths scuttle along the road , 
Going where? I don't know ... 
The Top? 
The closely cropped grass still grows 
despite the efforts of a thousand sleepy gardeners. 
The prim white stones don't know: 
They just sit there, complacent
- omnipresent. 
Only the sea knows where they are going
(along with a few dreary careers advisers 
and a few brass plaques) 
- the sea sighs and heaves 
along the long sad beach, 
and under the rocks. 
The sad, mad sea knows where they are going
- the temptation is so strong; 
The poor mad ocean 
cannot help himself: 
They go so close to his cage, 
They make such easy prey, 
weighted down by a thousand 
white stones. 
The sea's quiet pleas go unheard 
and the great grey sea bird 
- an omen of land-
- lays an egg that will not hatch. 
The sea knows where all is going
A storm is brewing, 
Out on the ocean. TIMOTHY WHEELDON 

Country Home 
Softly shone the sun, 
A pale yellow circle in an azure ky 
With hand of warmth she caressed my skin 
And gently blew the wind 
Through the trees he whi pered 
Stirring up the leaves, to sing of sleep. 

Subdued green grass 
Winking with a thousand crystal lights 
The warm dew drops 
Sit lightly on each blade 
Contrast the shadows darkly cast 
In the early morning light. 

Silence, softly hung 
Enfolding in its velvet grasp 
The morning, evening, time 
To lie back against the white stone wall 
In a prison cast by white wood pillars 
To sit, and soak, and drain. 
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Far away, inside 
Talk of today, last night, tomorrow, 
Comforting whispers of wakening life , 
So close, my friend, behind stone walls 
A murmur and a laugh drift past, 
The sounds of sunrise. 

Down in the still frosty valley, 
In the calm crisp morning air. 
New life is born , amongst the hay 
The frail, toy goats, bleat 
With unsure voice, 
The morning that is theirs. 

Time drifts by 
A sluggish, gentle stream, 
In golden hues the land stands still, 
With contentment here I sit and feel 
Worries and care are bleached away 
Love, life and happiness descend to stay. 

G. BAYLES 



A Poem. 
with apologies .to A. B. Paterson 

It was somewhere in the country, in a land of rock 
and scrub, 
That they formed an institution called the College 
Rugby Club. 
They were tough and solid fellows on the rugged 
College side, 
And the team just never was, from which the College 
fellows shied; 
But their style of playing Rugby, was irregular and rash
They had mighty little science, but a mighty lot of 
dash: 
And they played on country grounds with halves 
so hard and long, 
That their sweat would flood the field for the team was 
muscular and strong. 
And they would train these fellows to tackle wallabies 
in the scrub. 
They were demons were the members of the College 
Rugby Club. 

It was elsewhere in the country, in a city's smoke 
and steam, 
That a Rugby Club existed called 'The Duntroon Social Team'. 
As a social institution 'twas a marvellous success, 
For the members were distinguished by exclusiveness 
and dress, 
They had pretty little jerseys that were nice and smooth and sleek, 
For their cultivated owners only wore them once a week-
So they started up the country in pursuit of sport 
and fame , 
For they meant to show the College how they 
ought to play the game; 
And they took their valets with them- just to give 
their boot a rub 
'Ere they tarted operations on the College Rugby Club. 

Now my reader can imagine how the contest ebbed 
and flowed , 
When the College boys got going it was time to 
clear the road; 
And the game was so terrific that ere half time 
had gone 
A spectator's leg was broken- just from merely 
looking on. 
For they waddied one another till the field was 
strewn with dead, 
While the score was kept so even that neither 
got ahead. 
And the Duntroon Social Captain, when he stumbled 
off to die 
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Was the last surviving player so they 
called the game a tie. 

Then the Captain of the College raised him slowly 
from the ground, 
Though his wounds were mostly mortal yet he firecely 
gazed around; 
There was no one to oppose him-all the rest were in 
a trance, 
So he gathered up the ball for his last expiring 
chance, 
For he meant to make an effort to get victory to his 
side; 
So he kicked for goal- and missed it- then he stumbled 
off and died. 

By the old College ground, where the breezes shake 
the grass, 
There's a row of little graves that people 
never pass, 
For they bear a crude inscription saying, 'Stranger 
drop a tear, 
For the Duntroon social players and the College 
boys lie here.' 

And on misty moonlit evenings, while the dingoes 
howl around, 
You can see their shadows flitting down that College 
Rugby Ground. 
You can hear the loud collisions as the fighting players 
meet, 
And the battle of the forwards, the rush of running 
feet, 
Till the terrified spectator runs like blazes to the 
pub-
He's been haunted by the spectres of the College 
Rugby Club. 
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On a Windy Night 

Dust and scraps of leaves are tossed up 
by a gusty morning breeze. 
Shop girls blink and squint and scuttle 
from shadow to furtive shadow. 
The tall old trees stand indignant, almost silent
they can't tell what they saw last night; 
but the brown bottle, glistening innocent in the gutter 
drowns out their hushed rustling mutter 
with its silly clinking grin. 

The stolid, greedy wall of the CBC bank, 
governed by fate, 
props up a few scraggled Aboriginals, 
who blink and squint and shuffle off 
into their dimmed, misted thoughts. 
The extinguished streetlamp stands stooped and si lent, 
staring at the ground: 
for fear of what it may see if it looks around; 
but the cold grey cat, lying silent on the path 
shrieks loud, eyes as cold and hard and wide as the glass 
of the empty shop windows. 

A schoolboy stands sleepily on the kerb, cursing 
the cold morning sun; 
and blinks and squints up the highway, and dashes 
out and across, into the warming light. 
And the shop windows 
momentarily aroused 
watch the fresh blood spread 
over the road. 

TIMOTHY WHEELDON 

," 
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On the Trans Siberian Railway 

In May 1975 Brian Nugent, a lecturer at 
RANC, his wife and three of their daughters 
left Australia to travel to Europe. Their 
journey took them on a six-day train ride 
through Siberia in Russia. Brian Nugent tells 
of their experience. 

We caught the train which was to take us 
across Siberia in the Russian city of Khaba
rovsk. We had journeyed there by plane from 
Sydney via Singapore to Tokyo; by the 
Russian liner Baikal from Y okohama to the 
Russian port of Nakhodka and by boat train 
from Nakhodka to Khabarovsk. The streets 
of Khabarovsk reminded us of a W orId War 
Two movie with khaki painted army trucks, 
old style buses and people who wore drab, ill
fitting clothes. The group who were to board 
the train with us numbered about fifty . They 
were a mixed bag. There were Australians like 
ourselves who were looking for a different way 
of going to Europe; there were young English, 
American and Canadian students who had 
travelled widely throughout Asia; There were 
Europeans who were returning home from the 
East; but the majority of the non-Russian 
travellers were young Japanese who were 
heading for Europe independently or as part 
of a package tour. 

Before we boarded the train we were 
ushered into the dining room on the Khaba
rovsk station where we were served a tasteless 
meal of boiled eggs floating in a clear soup, 
black rye bread, hard cheese and sweet black 
tea. Tea drinking is a national pastime in 
Russia and by the time we left the country it 
was almost running out of our ears. I think 
that meal was designed to prepare us for the 
shock which we were to experience on first 
seeing our carriage on the Trans-Siberian 
Railway. Built in East Germany, the carriage 
was about ten years old. It was in a dilapid
ated condition with broken fittings, lights that 
were either missing or would not work, doors 
that would not lock and two tiny basins in the 
toilets at either end of the carriage which 
provided the only washing facilities for its 
forty passengers. Two hard-working Russian 
ladies worked shift about keeping it clean. 

We travelled hard class, the Russian 
equivalent of our second class. Their first 
class, called soft class, had two berths to each 
compartment; ours had four. We thought that 
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ours was bad enough but there was another 
class in which the Russian people travelled 
and that consisted of six berths per compart
ment. There was a sprinkling of more well-to
do Russian people in the hard and soft 
carriages. Altogether, there were twenty-two 
carriages on our train. 

The railway line from Khabarovsk to 
Moscow is 8351 kilometres of 5 feet 3 inch 
(160 cm) double track, of which over 6000 
kilometres are electrified. At some stations it 
was not unusual to see hundreds of discarded 
steam locomotives parked beside the main 
line. There was a tremendous amount of 
traffic heading in the opposite direction to us. 
We estimated that a train passed once every 
fifteen minutes. The trains heading east car
ried a mixture of cargo including trucks, 
heavy industrial equipment and military hard
ware. At times we were passed by troop trains 
which were carrying soldiers to the Sino
Soviet border. The new recruits were con
spicuous with their shaven heads. 

Most of the carriages on our train were 
filled with young soldiers who were returning 
home either on leave or having finished their 
time in the army. As these farm boys in 
uniform left the train at the different stations, 
they were emotionally farewelled by their 
comrades. On the train their main occupation 
was getting drunk on the newly brewed 
Russian beer and Bulgarian champagne 
which the buffet car sold. We were surprised 
by the heavy drinking that was so evident in 
many parts of Russia. On our second day out 
of Khabarovsk many of the soldiers who had 
been drinking began coming into our com
partments making a nuisance of themselves or 
perhaps being friendly depending on how one 
viewed it. One wanted to buy our playing 
cards for 15 roubles ($15), a sale which we 
refused. 

Our first visit to the buffet car convinced us 
that eating would be a necessity for survival 
but it certainly would not be a pleasant 
experience. To get from our carriage to the 
buffet car we had to pass the kitchen which in 
itself was enough to turn us off the meals. The 
chef worked amid shocking conditions in 
which hygiene had little place. Once in the 
buffet car we found that, although the menu 
consisted of five pages, there were only four 



items available. These were Moscow borsch, a 
thick soup of meat and vegetables covered in 
floating fat and a dollop of sour cream, boiled 
chicken, salted herrings and fried eggs. The 
eggs came to the table in tin dishes sizzling in 
the fat in which they had been cooked. Given 
the unhygienic kitchen, we thought that the 
eggs were the safest bet. Bread was included 
with each meal but we had to buy butter and 
tea. We could also purchase mineral water, a 
thick apple or pear juice, a ghastly tasting 
beer, or some pleasantly tasting Bulgarian 
champagne. 

We were able to supplement the train meals 
with purchases which we made at the railway 
stations along the way. The train usually 
stopped from ten to fifteen minutes which 
gave us ample time to shop at the station 
kiosks. There we could buy fresh bread, jam, 
sausage, cheese and thick Russian ice-cream. 
At some stations local people would bring 
their produce to sell and it was not uncommon 
to see little old ladies selling hot steaming 
boiled potatoes wrapped in old copies of 
Pravda. They also sold spring onions but we 
did not see fresh fruit or other vegetables. 
Local people would also bring buckets of 
pota toes to the buffet car to sell to the cook. 

The ironical part of it all was that as we 
bounded out of the train to make our 
purchases, the local people climbed on to the 
train to buy items from the buffet car. We 
suspected that the buffet car staff were indulg
ing in a little private enterprise on the side for 
at each stop one of them would fill up a basket 
with butter, milk, cigarettes, lollies and other 
items from the buffet car and sell them to the 
locals on the platform. As our supplies 
dwindled in this way, the four items on the 
menu were reduced even further until it 
appeared that we would run out of food 
completely with Moscow still two days away. 
The milk supply was exhausted and we were 
pleased at one station when we saw crates 
being loaded on to the buffet car. We thought 
that these contained milk but the crates turned 
out to be an additional supply of Bulgarian 
champagne. We celebrated our last night on 
the train at a champagne party with some 
Japanese students. 

We always knew when the train was due to 
stop and for how long for in each carriage 
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there was a list of stopping places with the 
times of arrival and departure. The catch was 
that the times were given in Moscow time. 
Given that at the beginning of our journey we 
were some seven hours ahead of Moscow, we 
would have a stop listed for 0400 when our 
arrival was really mid-morning. 

We had expected a Doctor Zhivago snow 
scene to greet us throughout Siberia. This was 
not to be. The weather was pleasantly warm 
with the last snows of winter well and truly 
melted. Yet because we were travelling in the 
same la ti tude, the scenery had a sameness 
about it. It was mainly flat plain land covered 
with silver birch trees. The monotony of this 
was broken at various places- along the 
Amur River which forms part of the border 
between China and the USSR; around the 
southern tip of Lake Baikal upon which ice 
floes were still visible and around which there 
were snow covered mountains; and across the 
Urals with their pine forests through which 
flowed fast running streams. 

The standard of housing which we observed 
for much of the journey appalled us. Most 
houses were unpainted jerry built con
structions that were situated in villages where 
the roads were unmade dirt tracks covered in 
puddle holes. Even the brick buildings were 
badly constructed with bricks going this way 
and that as though they were put together by 
people with no brick laying skills. At many 
points we saw piles of bricks lying beside the 
tracks where they had been heaved from 
railway trucks. Many of them had been 
broken in the process. Everywhere there was 
mess. Constructions had been started but not 
finished, used materials had been left to rot 
and new materials were haphazardly stacked. 
However, in the larger cities of Irkutsh, 
Novosibirsk, Omsk and Kazan, things were 
more ordered and building construction was 
of a higher standard. 

Eastern Siberia gave us the impression of 
being an occupied country. There were sol
diers everywhere and it appeared that people 
went to work under guard. This changed the 
closer we got to Moscow. At 1210 on the sixth 
day some 8531 kilometres after we had left 
Khabarovsk, we arrived in Moscow exactly 
on time. 



1975 JAZZ AND REVUE 

The 1975 Jazz and Revue got away to a terrific 
start with the JB City Rollers echoing 
throughout the hall. What followed was 
fast entertainment that kept the audience 
amused throughout the evening and drew 
favourable comments from all of the officers 
and wives present. However, although the 
night was a great success, the preparations 
caused many a headache for the combined 
directorship of D /MIDN McLennan, 
MIDNS Drew and Brand. Even LEUT 
Quakernaat, the staff advisor was greying at 
the temples. 

Nevertheless the work put into the show 
started paying dividends with probably the 
best act being that of Midshipman Bumble's, 
professionally performed by CMIDS Garth, 
James and Mapson. The election campaign 
that ran throughout the night for the position 
of Director of Studies came over well, with the 
eventual winner being Mrs Well ham (a pity 

she was not present). Woolf Mujibar Turn
bulla, the College's own Pakistani and Rolf 
Harris were also well received. Our Training 
Officer was still smiling after receiving a rather 
hard time by CMIDS King, Tinkler, Gough 
and Marshall's version of 'American Pie'. We 
wonder if the Prime Minister was smiling after 
a brilliant display by MIDN Hancock 111 

'Yesterday's Hero'. 

Once again, the producers would like to 
extend their sincere thanks to all those many 
people who helped to make this revue such an 
unqualified success. 

The 1976 review titled 'Rearview' promises 
to be very professional with such devastating 
satire as: 

I command men, I skip and jump 
I like to press wild flowers 
I put on women's clothing 
And hang around in bars. 

!=T = ? The Little Laddies! 
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One of these days, 
Sandy 
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