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FOREWORD 
By Captain C. S. H. Harrington, RAN 

If there is a consistent theme running through the forewords of recent College 
magazines it is one of change. That change continues apace. On the training front 
perhaps the most significant change has been that the Junior Naval Command Course 
has been abolished as a separate entity and is being subsumed into the Single Service 
Training syllabus for ADFA Officers and the Supplementary List Officers Course 
syllabus for SL Officers. A considerable amount of effort is also being expended on 
how to make better use of the resource that is HMAS Creswell. This ranges from 
introducing the concept of Naval Quality Management to developing proposals for 
assuming responsibility for additional training functions at Creswell. 

As well, Creswell, of course, is not immune from outside initiatives such as the 
Defence Regional Support Review, the Commercial Support Program, and Program 
Management and Budgeting. All these initiatives are impinging considerably on the 
way we do business. However, our prime function remains that of training young 
officers to prepare them for life at sea and to be leaders of our men and women. The 
College has a proud tradition in doing this and with all the changes that are occurring 
we have not lost sight of our raison d'etre. 

Finally I would like to record my appreciation of all the hard work done by 
Creswelfs staff-both uniformed and civilian. They can be proud of their efforts. 

HMAS Creswell Passing Out Parade 
16 August 1991 
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The Royal Australian Naval College forms the major part of HMAS Creswell, a shore 
establishment in the Royal Australian Navy located at Jervis Bay. The 
College is under the command of the Commanding Officer, HMAS Creswell. 

COLLEGE CHARTER 
The aim of the Royal Australian Naval College is to train young men and women for 
service to their country as officers in the Royal Australian Navy. Training is designed 
to develop concurrently the qualities of leadership, loyalty, integrity, responsibility 
and initiative , and forms the basis of the continuing officer de
velopment process. 





CAPTAIN C. S. H. HARRINGTON 

Captain Harrington joined the Royal Aus
tralian Navy as a Junior Entry Cadet 
Midshipman in 1963. He graduated from 
the RAN College, HMAS Creswell in 1966 
and after undergoing courses in the United 
Kingdom and training in the Australian 
Fleet he was awarded his Bridge Watch
keeping Certificate in 1971. 

Thereafter followed a series of postings 
to various ships including a year in Papua
New Guinea as Executive Officer of 
HMAS Aitape, Bridge Watchkeeper in 
HMAS Hobart, Navigator of HMAS Swan, 
Operations Officer and Anti Submarine 
Warfare Officer of HMAS Yarra, Com
munications Officer of HMAS Hobart and 
HMAS Melbourne and Executive Officer 
of HMAS Brisbane. This sea time was 
interspersed with the occasional shore 
posting (Course Officer for New Entry 
Officers in HMAS Cerberus, Tactical 
School in HMAS Watson, and Fleet Com
munications Officer), and various courses 
(including three in UK) which culminated 
in him qualifying as an advanced warfare 
officer with a deep specialisation in com
munications. 
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In December 1983 he was promoted to 
Commander and after attending the Joint 
Services Staff College he spent a year as a 
visiting fellow at the Strategic and Def
ence Studies Centre at the ANU before 
spending 18 months as Deputy Director 
Naval Force Development in Navy Office. 

He then had the good fortune to be 
posted in command of HMAS Canberra 
in May 1987. During his time in com
mand, as well as participating in the usual 
run of exercises, Canberra deployed to the 
SW Pacific (three times), SE Asia, partic
ipated in RIMPAC 88 where she fired her 
second Harpoon missile, acted as starting 
ship for the Bicentennial Hobart-Sydney 
Tall ships race, fired the 88 gun cannon
ade to mark the start of the fireworks 
display in Sydney Harbour on Australia 
Day 1988, was escort ship to HMY 
Britannia during Her Majesty, the Queen's 
visit to Australia, and participated in the 
Bicentennial Naval Salute. 

On leaving Canberra in December 1988 
he was selected for promotion to Captain 
and posted to the Force Development and 
Plans Branch in Headquarters ADF. 1990 
was spent as the Director of Naval Offi
cers Postings in Navy Office. In January 
1991 Captain Harrington assumed com
mand of HMAS Creswell. This is his 17th 
billet posting since being awarded his 
watchkeeping certificate. 

Captain Harrington married Kathy 
Wesley who hails from Fremantle, W A in 
1973 and they now have three primary 
school aged children. In their 17 years of 
married life they have moved from one 
area to another 11 times, as well as shift
ing house within the same locality on a 
number of other occasions. Captain Har
rington has a Master of Business Admin
istration from Deakin University. 



COMMANDER WARREN JOHNSTON 

CMDR Johnston joined the RAN in 1979 
having completed sixteen years service in 
the Royal Navy. His decision to move to 
Australia was no doubt influenced by a 
rewarding two year exchange posting with 
the RAN in HMAS Yarra immediately 
preceding his leaving the RN. 

On arrival in Australia he was posted 
to the Directorate of User Requirements 
in Navy Office Canberra where he re
mained for fourteen months before re
turning to the UK to undertake the 

Advanced Warfare Course during which 
time he was promoted to Lieutenant 
Commander. A twelve month posting to 
HMAS Perth as the ASW Officer followed 
during which time the ship spent six 
months in the Indian Ocean operating 
with two USN Battle Groups. 

Returning to Australia long enough to 
pack up his family and belongings he once 
again returned to the UK this time as an 
exchange officer with the RN. For the 
next two and a half years (1982-85) he 
instructed Principal Warfare Officers at 
HMS Dryad. A short posting to HMAS 
Watson as a warfare instructor was fol
lowed by a posting to HMAS Torrens in
itially as the Commanding Officer then as 
the Executive Officer. 

In April 1987 he was posted back to 
Navy Office as a member of the ANZAC 
Ship Project for six months before taking 
up the position as Director of Underwater 
Weapons as an acting Commander. Pro
moted to Commander in June 1989 he 
moved to HQADF as the Deputy Direc
tor of Surface Warfare Development. He 
completed Joint Services Staff College 
course 42/90 before taking up his present 
appointment as Executive Officer and 
Training Commander at HMAS Creswell 
in December 1990. 

Commander and Maureen Johnston 
have been married for eighteen years and 
have two daughters and a son. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
J. D. JONES 

Ha ving emigrated from England as a child 
and attending schools in Queensland and 
New South Wales, Lieutenant Com
mander Dave Jones joined the Navy in 
1971. After basic training at HMAS 
Cerberus he was posted to the School of 
Air Navigation at RAAF EAST SALE 
where he completed the full RAAF Navi
gation Course. He was subsequently 
posted to HT725 Squadron at Nowra for 
Operational Flying Training as an Ob
server on Wessex 31 B helicopters. In 1972 
he was posted, still as a Midshipman, to 
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HS817 Squadron for front-line ASW hel
icopter operations. This posting saw him 
on and off the Aircraft Carrier, HMAS 
Melbourne, during the seventies. 

In 1974, the then Sub Lieutenant Jones, 
survived a major accident in which the 
Wessex helicopter had a total engine fail
ure, ditched in the sea and immediately 
rolled over and sank. Then one night in 
1975, during a conversion to the new 
Seaking MK50 helicopters, he winched to 
safety the crew of the first Seaking ditch
ing in Shoalhaven Bight. 



Many happy deployments in HMAS 
Melbourne culminated in the trip to the 
United Kingdom in 1977 to attend the 
Spit head Review. On return, Lieutenant 
Jones was posted to the Simulator Com
plex as an instructor on the Rear Crew 
Compartment Seaking Simulator. In 1979 
Lieutenant Jones resigned to attend full
time studies. 

After two years at Baptist Theological 
College of Queensland, he joined Every
man's Welfare Service, a para-church 
philanthropic organisation working in the 
Australian Army providing welfare sup
port services. 
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After five years he rejoined the Navy as 
a Lieutenant Observer again on HS817 
Squadron. Most of his time here was spent 
instructing, again on the Seaking Simula
tor. In 1987 he was granted acting rank 
of Lieutenant Commander and posted 
back to RAAF EAST SALE as Senior Na
val Officer and Chief Observer' Instructor. 
During this posting a major revision of 
the Observers Course was initiated to 
bring it up to date with today's demands. 

It was on completion of this posting 
that Lieutenant Commander Jones ar
rived at HMAS Creswell. After 12 months 
as Course Planning Coordinator, Lieuten
ant Commander Jones is now Training 
Officer who manages the Training Depart
ment with, and for, the Training Com
mander. Lieutenant Commander Jones has 
also been the Course Implementation Of
ficer this year for the Junior Officers 
Common Training and Junior Naval 
Command Courses. 

Lieutenant Commander Jones is mar
ried to Susan and they have three boys, 
Daryl, Warren and Kyle aged 9, 6, and 4, 
and they live in Nowra. Lieutenant Com
mander Jones is heavily involved in the 
local Baptist Church and is Captain of 
their Boys' Brigade Company and his wife 
is Captain of the Girls' Brigade. Lieuten
ant Commander Jones' hobbies include 
bushwalking, leadlighting and sailing. 



COLLEGE STAFF 1991 
Commanding Officer: 
Captain C. S. H. Harrington, RAN 

Executive Officer/Training Commander: 
Commander W. J ohnston, RAN 

Chaplain: 
Chaplain M. J. Walbank, RAN 

Training Officer: 
Lieutenant Commander J. D. Jones, RAN 

Cook Divisional Officer: 
Lieutenant J. A. Fowler, RAN 

Flinders Divisional Officer: 
Lieutenant D. J. Byrne, RAN 

Jervis Divisional Officer: 
Lieutenant S. C. Smith, RAN 

Phillip Divisional Officer: 
Lieutenant K. Puttman, RAN 

Training Development Officers: 
Lieutenant Commander G. J. Bridgart, 
RAN 
Lieutenant Commander R. A. Chartier, 
RAN 
Sub Lieutenant S. McClelland, RAN 

Sail Training Officer 
Lieutenant I. Kelly, RAN 

Special Duties Officers Course: 
Lieutenant G. J. Koehler, RAN 
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Junior Officers Staff Course: 
Lieutenant Commander A. J. Hinge, RAN 
Lieutenant T. G. Kenny, RAN 

Quality Control Officer: 
Lieutenant C. L. Meney, RAN 

Instructors: 
Lieutenant P. G. Stokes, RAN 
POSY G. Glaessner 

Course Planning Coordinator: 
Lieutenant B. A. Walsh, RAN 

Course Programmer: 
POVC S. W. Rath 

Parade Training Staff: 
CPOFC P. J. Stanton 
POQMG D. L. Fieldhouse 

Sports Staff: 
CPOPT I. E. Sutton 
POPT K. Mellowship 
LSPT M. Karow 

Administration Staff: 
Mrs K. Matthes 
Mrs A. Kemp 
Mr M. Halliday 
Mr L. Mearing 
Mr L. Holman 



TRAINING OFFICERS REPORT 

Commencing with a massive change-over 
of staff in January 1991 the Training De
partment has been characterised by 
change. We have changed the basic JOCT 
course syllabus from 1 7 weeks to 24 weeks 
and the SDOC and SDLD course to in
clude the Junior Officers Staff Course. We 
have implemented a revised Single Serv
ice Training Syllabus for the Defence 
Academy and abolished the Junior Naval 
Command Course. 

Whilst this causes a lot of adjustment 
and some may say confusion, it is healthy. 
It shows that we are flexible, responsible 
and pro-active rather than reactive. 

But these course changes are not the 
only areas that have received attention. 
We have also significantly revised our day 
to day procedures both in staff and trainee 
areas with changes to Training Standing 
Orders. Our Training Warning System is 
now working well as is our Extra Naval 
Training System (commonly called pun
ishment). The changes in this area are 
continuing with a further study on the 
College routines and procedures in the 
light of the changes in training that have 
occurred since JOTP86. 

Our Scheme of Complement has also 
been changed for us this year, losing our 
ASO and two instructor billets thanks to 
the Training Review Team. This of course 
resulted in a major reorganisation with 
the Training Commander 'honchoing' the 
divisional side of the house and the 
Training Officer taking the CIOs under 
his wing. 
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As 'if that was not enough, indivi,dual 
subjects have been revised and updated 
in association with the writing of module 
specifications for all of the SLOC mod
ules. This has kept the Training Devel
opment team very busy. 

Of course we have to mention the 'Ben 
Hur' of future changes commonly called 
'Creswell Capers'. This event has been 
thrust upon us partly due to the demise 
of the JNCC. There is a perception in 
some quarters that junior officers are not 
as well equipped as they should be to 
cope with life as young officers at sea 
despite completing the required naval syl
labus, hence 'Creswell Capers' Trial in 
January, February 1992. This activity has 
the three-fold objectives of: 

1. Consolidating previous training, 
2. Assessing leadership proficiency, 
3. Navalisation. 

To fulfil these objectives trainees will be 
required to complete a two week scenario 
exercise in real time involving adventure, 
paper work, planning, divisional work, 
physical challenges, seamanship evoly
tions, problem solving, rescue, socl~l 
functions, etc, etc. This will all occur III 

the Jervis Bay-South Coastal area and 
will be supervised by Creswell staff, which 
will be no mean feat considering that we 
will also be running first and third year 
SST, SSOC, SDOC and JOSC! 

Now that I look back over these few 
lines I suddenly realise why we've been 
so busy, but progress can't be made with
out change and although change does not 
necessarily mean progress I think we have 
progressed towards more efficient and 
effective preparation of junior naval offi
cers. 



Training and Administration Staff 
Back Row (L to R): CPOFC Stanton, POUC Rath ; LSPT Karow, LEUT Eyck, LCDR Hinge, LCDR 

Chartier, LEUT Meney 
Second Back Row (L to R): LEUT Koehler, POPT Mellowship , LEUT Puttman, CHAP Walbank, POSY 

Glaessner, LEUT Byrne, CPOPT Sutton, LEUT Stokes 
Middle Row (L to R): SBLT McClelland, ABQMG Peck, LEUT Kenny, LEUT Fowler, LEUT Jarvis, LCDR 

Jones, LEUT Walsh. 
Second Front Row (L to R): POQMG Fieldhouse, Mrs Costello, Mr Halliday, Mr Holman, Mrs Kemp, 

SBL T Richardson , Mrs Matthes, LEUT Smith 
Front Row: CAPT Harrington (CO) and CMDR Johnston (XO/TC) 
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COLLEGE HIERARCHY JANUARY 1990-
AUGUST 1991 

JAN-MAR 1990 CC LEUT A Williams 
(JNCC 12) CMP SBL T R Astfalck 

JDC MIDN G Barry 
CDC SBL T H Rossendell 
FDC MIDN M Muller 
PDC SBLT J Sears 

MAR-JUN 1990 CC MIDN S Craig 
(SLOC 9) CMP SBL T A Schroder 

CXO MIDN G Boyle 
JDC SBL T R Garcia 
CDC SBL T M Proctor 
FDC MIDN J Giffard 
PDC MIDN A Birch 

JUL-AUG 1990 CC MIDN L Goddard 
(JNCC 13) CMP MIDN G Boyle 

CXO MIDN S Craig 
JDC MIDN R Bryson 
CDC SBL T A Schroder 
FDC SBL T R McLaughlin 
PDC MIDN J Brooker 

AUG-DEC 1991 CC ·MIDN L Holt 
(SLOC 10) CMP SBL T S McLelland 

CXO LEUT A Brian-Davis 
NIL Divisional Captains 

JAN-MAR 1991 CC MIDN B W'illington 
(JNCC 14) CMP SBL T A Mannion 

CXO MIDN L Batchler 
JDC MIDN A Ladner 
CDC SBL T B Steele 
FDC MIDN F Peters 
PDC SBL T J Renwick 

MAR-AUG 1991 CC MIDN C Huxtable 
(SLOC 11 and CMP MIDN J Williams 
JNCC 15) CXO MIDN D James/SBLT B Barry 

CDC MIDN S Andrews/SBLT A Staal 
JDC MIDN G Schmitt/MIDN P Worboyes 
FDC MIDN D Robinson 
PDC MIDN S Duffy 
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COLLEGE CAPTAIN'S REPORT-MARCH-JUNE 1990 
by MIDN S. A. Craig, RAN 

During 1990 the RANC conducted two 
Junior Officer Common Training (JOCT) 
Courses and two Junior Naval Command 
Courses (JNCC). 

On 5 March, 64 men and women joined 
the 1990 JOCT course. The first weekend 
saw divisional spirit alive and well with 
the contesting of the Pixley Cup. Cook 
Division claimed victory, giving them an 
ideal start in the race for Cock Trophy 
points. 

The Initial Training Period (ITP) in
volved all aspects of a Junior Naval Offi
cer's life-from nightly 'rounds' and 
lessons in the finer points of sock rolling, 
to gruelling runs up Heartbreak Hill. Dur
ing ITP, 40 members of the College trav
elled to the Royal Military College, 
Duntroon to contest the Inter College 
Sports Challenge. With a weekend of 
highly competitive sport including Touch 
Football, Volleyball, Golf and Tennis 
complete, RANC emerged overall winners 
by the narrowest of margins-a mere 
point. The trophy firmly in their grasp, 
the team boarded the bus after one last 
drink before returning to HMAS Creswell 
where there are no leave or drinking 
privileges during ITP. 

As the JOCT course progressed, we were 
treated to such experiences as expedi
tions, survival at sea training, small arms 
training and we even had our characters 
guided (hopefully in the right direction). 

Perhaps the highlight of the course was 
the training cruise to Singapore which split 
the course into two. We were not re-united 
until the second group returned two weeks 
prior to the completion of JOCT. The 
cruise was most successful in achieving its 
aim of initiating officers to the lives of 
junior sailors at sea. Most of those on the 
course had never been 'up top' before and 
enjoyed their first overseas trip and the 
chance to stock up a few duty free 
bargains. 

July saw tbe induction of 25 ADFA 
trainees-swelling our numbers to 84 for 
JNCC. The two groups integrated well to 
make for some good times in the Gun
room. It had, by this time, become the 
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social hub of the College, where many a 
reputation was made or destroyed. 

Perhaps the most memorable module 
of JNCC was the trainee-organised expe
ditions. The six groups went Snow Skiing, 
Bushwalking, Caving, Diving, Sailing and 
Canoeing. The canoeists gained notoriety 
and will be forever remembered for in
volving all of the emergency services in
cluding Fire Brigade, Ambulance, SES, 
ADF Helicopter School and volunteers 
searching for people who weren't really 
lost. With the support party carrying all 
the food and equipment bogged and the 
canoeists wet, cold and homesick (but with 
a top job), failing to reach the checkpoint, 
the alarm was raised. The ADF Helicop
ter School located the canoeists at 0500 
but were extremely disappointed when the 
canoeists refused to be 'rescued' and 
wanted to paddle on-GO NAVY. 

The final weeks of our training were 
hectic-Ball preparations and Parade 
practice featuring predominantly. Phillip 
Division emerged triumphant in the Cock 
Trophy contest and in a dramatic climax 
to Parade preparations Midshipman Dry
den and Midshipman Mansie received 
their first 'crash posting' to join HMAS 
Success sailing for the Middle East and 
the Persian Gulf Crisis. Sadly, departing 
before Graduation. 

August 17 was the day we'd all been 
waiting for-Graduation Day. Our big day 
to strut our stuff and impress our loved 
ones and families. Passing Out Parade for 
JNCC 13 was reviewed by His Excellency 
the Honourable Bill Hayden, AC, Gover
nor General of Australia and many other 
dignitaries turned out to enjoy the parade 
in ideal weather conditions. His Excel
lency was almost 'skewered' when he de
cided to test the Colour Chiefs wits by 
walking between Queen's Colour. 

The parade culminated in the Prize 
Giving Ceremony and was a credit to all 
involved in its preparation and execution. 
It earned well deserved praises from those 
who attended and added to this are 
congratulations to all prizewinners and 
graduates. 



The following Monday the second JOCT 
course began with just 19 trainees em
barking on their epic journey through six 
months at RANC, HMAS Creswell-a 
truly fabulous environment in which to 
train future naval leaders. 

RANC 1990 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Despite poor weather in the morning of 
2 February 1990, the afternoon set aside 
for the Inter-Divisional athletics carnival 
was bright and sunny. A total of 24 events 
were to be contested, ranging from the 
'glamour' 100 m sprints to the more 
lighthearted 'All Hands Relay' involving 
the les.s ~t.hletic members of the College
the DIvIsIOnal Officers! With a combina
tion of JNCC, FOSLEX, SDs and ADFA 
Year 3s the scene was set for an afternoon 
of athletic prowess and no-one was dis
appointed. 

The first event was the 110 m Hurdles 
and this was won by LEUT Tony Fono
kalafi of Phillip Division. He was to re
peat this performance in the Mens Shot 
Put and Discus, earning sufficient points 
to take out the Champion Male Athlete 
for 1990. 

. M~DN Kate Chalmers (also a 'Philip
plan) collected enough second placings to 
take out the Champion Female Athlete. 
She performed well both on the track 
coming second in the Womens 100 and 
200 m sprints, and in the field , trailing 
MIDN Fran Waddingham in the Womens 
Long Jump. 

Although only two records were broken 
during the carnival a number of people 
performed admirably in their events. 
MIDN Ruth Gent jumped 1.42 m in the 
Womens High Jump and continued to 
clear the bar long after other competitors 
were eliminated. SBLT Mark 'Poss' Pur
cell put in a truly gutsy effort to win the 
500 m in what were very humid condi
tions. Perhaps his performance had some
thing to do with the technicolour cycling 
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pants he is well known for: they definitely 
make you go faster! 

The ADFA Year 3 Midshipman who 
participated in the carnival contributed a 
number of noteworthy efforts: MIDN Ash 
'Old Man' Lodner disproved the cynics 
when he came in first in the Mens 1500 m 
in a time of 4:54:65. 

MIDN Brad Burrows left the rest of the 
field in his wake in the Mens Javelin 
throwing 48 m 42 cm to win the event 
and MIDN Michelle Miller broke the ex
isting Womens 100 m record by .29 of a 
second, running a time of 13:56. 

The only other record to tumble during 
the afternoon was the Worn ens 200 m 
when SBL T Michelle Sheppard ran in at 
28:99; .51 of a second faster than the 
previous best time. 

The last event on the program was the 
'All Hands Relay'-this was where the 
REAL athletic prowess was displayed as 
teams raced gamely against the clock and 
each other. It is interesting to note that 
the only Division with a female 'at the 
helm' won the race in convincing style. 
Phillip Division members and LEUT 
Kerina Puttman left the other divisions 
floundering as they streaked between 
change-overs. 

At the conclusion of the final colourful 
event. results were announced and pres
ent.at.IOns . !ll.ade b~ Captain Ramsay, 
PhIlhp DIvIsIOn carned on from their 'All 
Hands' victory (for which they earnt an 
enormous, lavishly decorated cake ably 
consumed in the CoBins House TV room 
immediately on dismissal) and were an
nounced as the Champion Athletics Di
vision for 1990 with 158 112 points. Jervis 
followed up with 137 points, Flinders with 
130112 and finally Cook Division who came 
in with 115 points. 
. All credit i.s due the PTIs who organ
Ised the carnIval and ensured its smooth 
running, it was an afternoon enjoyed by 
one and all , especially the winners!!! 



Highlights of the 1990 Iron man Competition 
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Highlights of the 1990 Iron man Competition 

TRIATHLON NEWS 

Sri Chinmoy Triathlon Weekend 
On 16-18 of February 1990, 11 JOUT's 
and a victualler headed to Canberra for 
the first National Triathlon Festival. A 
great time was had by all combining two 
great nights out, two testing triathlons and 
an interesting expo of triathlon equip
ment. 

The first triathlon was contested on Sat
urday night over the mini-course distance 
of 500 m swim, 21 km cycle and a 5 km 
run. Seven novices from Creswell took to 
the water in this event and the men led 
the field out with the ladies starting 40 
minutes later. 

SBLT John Bateman led early for the 
guys in the swim which looked more like 
700 m rather than 500 m. His advantage 
was quickly eaten up by SBLT Jeff Ray
ner in the run though SBLT's Derreck 
Beames and Greg Hollis, who didn't have 
the advantage of space-age bikes, fared 
well over the course and also finished in 
good time. 
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For the ladies a similar story emerged 
with MIDN Wendy Hughes leading out 
of the water ahead of MIDN Jan Wilt
shire. The run again became the deciding 
factor with Jan eclipsing Wendy to race 
to the finish ahead. 

Early on Sunday morning the next 
triathlon began-the National Long 
Course Triathlon Championship. Three 
competitors from Creswell volunteered for 
the event with SBLT Murray Bruce lead
ing out of the 2.2 km swim in 35 minutes. 
He was closely followed by SBL T's Pat 
Waddingham and Mark Purcell. In the 
80 km cycle Murray clinched his lead 
while Mark's superior preparation pushed 
him past Pat. 

At the start of the 20 km run Murray 
had about 10 minutes lead on Mark and 
almost 15 minutes on Pat. With only 7 km 
to go, Murray was passed by Mark who 
went on to finish in 4 hours 37 minutes 
ahead of Murray at 4 hours 51 minutes 
and Pat who finished extremely strongly 
in 4 hours 53 minutes. 



The hard luck story of the weekend was 
MIDN Paul Toohey's. The flat he in
curred 10 kms into the bike ride on the 
short course meant he had to run 16 kms 

instead of 5. He finished in about 21/2 
hours though, which shows great sports
manship. 

MIDN Kidd making a valiant attempt in the novelty event Jar F1inders Division 

1990 SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

The Bomaderry Pool was the venue for 
the 1990 RANC Swimming Carnival held 
on the morning of Friday 19 February. 
The Carnival was keenly contested by the 
four divisions; Cook, Flinders, Jervis and 
Phillip. Many and varied swim styles were 
exhibited by all the competitors who 
adorned both the pool and poolside, which 
prompted the inclusion of a number of 
novelty events to allow all the would be 
swimmers the chance to strive for victory. 
However, not all the swim styles were as 
successful as Sub Lieutenant Michelle 
Sheppard of Jervis Division who carved 
6.5 seconds off the previous record time 
in the Womens 100 m Freestyle event, the 
only record to be broken at the carnival. 
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With all Divisions vying for the Dechai
neux Trophy, it was Jervis Division who 
claimed the day. The swim points stand
ing was: 1 st place Jervis-63 points, 
Phillip-60 points, Cook-49 points, and 
Flinders 47 points. The Colin Creswell 
Cup, awarded to the Champion Male and 
Female swimmers of the carnival, this year 
had three recipients. Sub Lieutenant 
Nicholas Turvey of Jervis Division took 
the title of Champion Male Swimmer and 
Sub Lieutenant Michelle Sheppard also of 
Jervis Division and Midshipman Alison 
Horder of Flinders Division tied for the 
title of Champion Female Swimmer. 
Flinders were successful in their efforts in 
the novelty events taking out the winners 
cake. 



MIDN Rossendell made a very good effort throughout the day 

REX BENSON CRICKET MATCH 
1990 

The Rex Benson Cricket Match between 
RANC and FONSC 11 was held on 18 
March 1990. Despite miserable weather 
the rain held off for the duration of the 
match. 

FONSC 11 decided that they would field 
and it soon became evident that the bat
ting of the College left a little to be de
sired. With the higher order batsmen 
falling quickly SBL T Spencer, MIDN 
Pepper, MIDN Longhurst and MIDN 
Miles proved to be the mainstays of the 
College. They hit a total of 160 off 36 
overs. 

With the FONSC 11 in to bat, CMDR 
Ledger and LEUT French did very well 
with LEUT French the general choice for 
man of the match. It was a tough contest 
though as SBLT Spencer (RANC) ended 
the day with healthy figures of 3 for 10 
off 4 overs. 
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HMAS CRESWELL OPEN DAY 1990 

HMAS Creswell's Open Day held on Sun
day 8 April, was a success despite the less 
than encouraging weather. The entire day 
was interrupted with frequent rain show
ers, but it wasn't wet enough to dampen 
the enthusiasm of the hardworking staff 
who had put a lot of effort into planning 
an interesting and eventful day. 

About 800 people took the opportunity 
to view the establishment and enjoy the 
displays. The Open Day began with Cere
monial Division reviewed by the Com
manding Officer of Creswell, Captain 
David Ramsay. Family and friends of the 
Junior Officers were quite thrilled to see 
them on parade. 

One of the highlights was the arrival of 
the Seahawk helicopter from the Seahawk 
Introduction Training Unit at HMAS 
Albatross. Piloted by Lieutenant Com
mander Leigh Costain, the helicopter crew 
gave a dry winching display from the 
quarterdeck before landing. The public 



The Anzac Day March 1990 through Huskisson was a highlight for the Officers Under Training and Ships 
Company of HMAS Creswell. Photo shows the unfurling of the Colour 
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were given the opportunity to talk to the 
aircrew and get a close-up look at the 
Navy's newest helicopter. After a wet 
winching display from the waters of Jervis 
Bay, the Seahawk returned to Albatross. 

The display by the Physical Training 
Staff proved very popular with civilians 
and service personnel alike. The very 
professional team gave an outdoor cutlass 
swinging exhibition before thrilling the 
crowd in the gymnasium with high-box 
vaulting. An element of danger was intro
duced when the Physical Training In
structors began diving through a hoop that 
has been doused in kerosene and set alight! 

Another popular activity was the boat 
rides for children. About 300 kids of all 
ages went for a ride in a Navy workboat 
around the waters of HMAS Creswell. 

The indoor displays were well fre
quented due to the weather. The College 
Dining room had been set up as for a 
formal Mess Dinner, and in the other half 
of the room, the Navy chefs showed off 
some of their skills. Visitors through the 
Junior Officers accommodation saw a typ
ical cabin, and a Kitmuster laid out on a 
bed. The historical collection, a 75th an
niversary Gallipoli display in the library, 
and CSIRO's field station were other areas 
that attracted a steady stream of inter
ested visitors. 

Although most of the public left by 
about 5.00 pm, those that stayed were 
treated to an impressive Ceremonial 
Sunset. Music was provided by the HMAS 
Albatross Volunteer Band, and the cannon 
used was HMAS Creswell's historical 
Chinese cannon. 

The Open Day was a success, and visi
tors to the establishment received a good 
outlook on the functions and activities 
undertaken at HMAS Creswell. 

EAST WEST AIRLINES SYDNEY TO 
WHITSUNDAYS YACHT RACE 1990 

On Wednesday 23 May 1990 the 
Sail Training Yacht Alexander of Creswell 
departed Jervis Bay en route to Sydney to 
participate in the Sydney to Whitsunday 
Yacht Race. 

Junior Officers Under training from 
HMAS Watson and personnel from 

HMAS Creswell acted as crew for the 
northern passage and the vessel was skip
pered by Lieutenant P. E. Matthews, an 
A YF Yachtmaster and Examiner. The 
crew was supervised by Lieutenant I. 
Kelly, the Sail Training Officer at HMAS 
Creswell. 

The race took the crew from Sydney on 
26 May 1990, to Airlie Beach in the 
Queensland Whitsundays, stopping en 
route at Southport and Gladstone. The 
crew completed the race AM 5 June 1990. 

As well as providing valuable sailing, 
seamanship and coastal navigation train
ing the race provided other valuable op
portunities for the crew. Teamwork, 
leadership and initiative were exercised in 
an offshore environment developing self
confidence in those participating. The race 
also introduced new entry trainees to the 
rigours of sailing in an offshore race with 
particular emphasis on sea sense and 
safety awareness. 

On completion of the race STY 
Alexander of Creswell returned home to 
Jervis Bay via an extended offshore pas
sage for the examination of candidates for 
the Award of Australian Yachting Feder
ation offshore and Ocean Yacht masters 
Qualifications. The final leg of the trip 
from Gladstone to Jervis Bay, saw the 
crew arrive back at Creswell on 19 June 
1990. 
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RANC WINS DEFENCE FORCE 
INTERCOLLEGE SPORT WEEKEND 

27-29 JULY 1990 

Four hours of intense practical yoga, that 
was the way most people described the 
bus trip to Canberra by the RANC team 
that was participating in the Defence 
Force Inter College Sport Championship 
at RMC. The sports to be played were: 
Touch Football; Volleyball; Softball; Golf 
and Tennis. All participants were incre
dibly enthusiastic as this was their initial 
experience representing the College and, 
it was their first time OUT of the College. 

Competition commenced early on Sat
urday morning with the Touch Football 
'kicking off at 1030. Over the course of 
the weekend the footballers played very 
well, winning all their games. The high
light was Sunday mornings' match against 



ADFA. Under the skilful guidance of 
LEUT Stokes, 'the boys' trounced the 
ADFA team 6-2. 

After many weeks training the Softball 
team arrived at RMC to discover their 
games did not count towards the outcome 
of the weekend's sport. Knowing this, the 
enthusiastic team challenged the ADFA 
team to a game, a wager of a 'slab' of 
refreshments was agreed upon and the 
games began. Unfortunately the RANC 
team was beaten in both the games they 
played. 

Volleyball was a surprise inclusion in 
the weekend agenda. Our team consisted 
of a number of the less enthusiastic Soft
baIlers, the PT staff and RANC's very 
own 'Top Gun' CAPT Ramsay. 

The team easily accounted for RMC 
and RAAFCOL, however the ADFA 
youths proved too good and managed a 
narrow win. This left ADFA victorious as 
overall winners and RANC second. 

The golfers 'teed-off' at 1330 on Satur
day. All competitors played their best and 
enjoyed the afternoon's stroll around a 
challenging layout. Some impressive scores 
were returned, however many not so im
pressive scores were also carded. The final 
result in the team Four Ball Best Ball 
event was ADFA 160, RMC 164, RANC 
180 and RAAFCOL . .... many more. 

The final sport played was tennis. Again 
RANC proved too strong for RMC and 
RAAFCOL. The final match against 
ADFA was crucial to the entire weekend's 
sport. Unfortunately, the only member of 
RANC team to be victorious was Tony 
Gilmore, winning the match 4-6, 6-4, 
6-2. 

Sunday afternoon held the presentation 
and BBQ lunch. Many were concerned as 
to what the overall outcome would be
in true form, RANC finished first with 18 
team points, one point ahead of ADFA 
with RMC third and RAAFCOL last. At 
the presentation it was noted that RANC 
fielded winning teams, not teams of win
ners, a fact that was evident in the team 
spirit and overall result. 

The weekend was a complete success. 
RANC won the competition and also 
spent a great deal of time spreading good
will whilst liaising for the RAN. 

The Canoe Race is one of the more challenging 
aspects of the Intercollege Sport competitions 

19 

CAPTAIN RAMSAY CUP 1990 

The Captain Ramsay Cup was held at 
HMAS Creswell on 29 November 1990. 
The event consists of a 3 km run, an 11 
km cycle followed by a further 3 km run. 
The categories contested were Open Indi
vidual, Veteran Individual (over 35 yrs), 
Open Team, Veteran Team and Mixed 
team. 

For the second year in a row CPO 
Harper won the Open Individual in a 
time of 40.14. He was slightly slower than 
his time of 39.50 in 1989 which is no 
doubt attributed to his advancing age, the 
high tide and the thunderstorm which oc
curred halfway into the race. (He insists 
age is not a factor). Second in the Open 
Individual was MIDN Egan (43.01) from 
the Defence Academy who did well de
spite the borrowed mountain bike. Third 
was LS Callican (43.33). 

Also for the second year running the 
Senior Sailors won the Open Team cate
gory (39.29). The team consisted of CPO 
Harper, PO Rath and PO Lewsley. The 



first Mixed Team consisting of LS Waugh, 
AB Goodman and Senior W ran Linden 
finished in a time of 46.49. 

Both the Executive Officer and Com
manding Officer of HMAS Creswell also 
rate a mention. CAPT Ramsay won the 

Veterans category (43.43) for the second 
year in a row and CMDR Ledger com
bined with LEUT Shearman and CPO 
Sutton to win the Veterans Team category 
(43.56). 

Highlights of the 1990 Creswell Cup 
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HMAS CRESWELL SIXTH SYDNEY 
TO HOBART FOR 'ALEX' 

The STY Alexander of Creswell success
fully completed ' the 1990 Sydney to Hob
art Yacht Race for the sixth time. 'A lex' 
completed the 630 mile journey in a little 
ove~ four and a half days, winning the 
OggIn Cup for the fastest service yacht in 
the race. To finish the event was an out
standing achievement considering the crew 
was the youngest in the fleet to finish and 
that the race produced eighteen retire
ments ~rom the fleet of 112. One yacht 
even faIled to make it out of the Harbour. 

'Alex' was skippered by CPO Cliff Shute 
ably assisted by ABATC Tony White whil~ 
PO Rod Shelverton took care of the nav
igation. These three men making the basic 
c~re of experience on 'A lex' . In keeping 
wIt.h . the policy of using 'A lex' for sail 
tramIng, the yacht contained five trainee 
crew comprising of MIDN Paul Toohey 
SBL T Chris Greatrex, MIDN Andre~ 
Moore, SBL T Stacey McClelland and 
SBL T Bob Gardiner. 
~s the tra.inee crew had virtually no 

saIlIng expenence, the week previous to 
the race was dedicated to a series of work
ups on Sydney Harbour. The trainees 
9uickly re~lising that sailing an ocean rac
mg yacht IS not all champagne and smiles 
but requires constant hard work and con
centration, often under difficult condi-
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tions with little sleep. The dangers of 
sailing were re-enforced to the crew when 
one member needed hospitalisation after 
sustai.ning rope bums whilst executing a 
gybe m heavy conditions. 

After an intensive workup period and a 
busy Christmas Day preparing and vic
tualling 'Alex' everyone was eager to start 
~he race o.n Boxing Day. 'Alex' began well 
m elear alf after a chaotic start and soon 
left Sydney Heads in a 20 knot SW breeze. 
Day ~wo brought strong northerly winds 
allowmg the yacht a fast spinnaker run 
down the South Coast. Bass Strait main
ta.ined its reputation for rough weather 
wIth 35-45 SW winds and three to four 
metre seas on day three. The final run 
down the Tasmanian coast was smooth 
and calm w~ich resulted in 'Alex' entering 
a fierce tackmg duel up the Derwent River 
~o the finish line. Highlights of the trip 
m.elude blown out spinnakers in the strong 
wmds, the use of sunsights and 'dead 
reckoning' for navigation rather than GPS 
li.ke ~ther yachts and finishing 73rd out
nght m such a strong field of racing yachts 
and tenth in her division. The race also 
allowed the trainees to become proficient 
in practical navigation, teamwork and 
seamanship skills while re-enforcing the 
message that sail training involves a lot 
of hard work. 



1990 EXPEDS 
JNCC DIVING EXPED 

The 13 members of the Cousteau Diving 
Exped broke the record for cramming 13 
people and heaps of gear into a 22 seater 
mini bus. We rolled into Burrill Lake at 
about 1800 and divided up into three 
very warm, dry and comfortable cabins. 
Our resident culinary expert, Mags Man
sie, served up an excellent meal while we 
all watched Barbra Streisand go NUTS on 
T.V. 

Monday was overcast and cold, and 
those not doing the Advanced course 
headed out at 0900 for the first dive. The 
depth was about 24 m, a swim through 
10 m visibility for local divemaster intent 
on setting underwater speed and distance 
records. All in all, a very average dive. 
Once back onshore, the Advanced course 
went out for their Natural Navigation dive 
which went well except for Mick Henry 
and Chris Greatrex trying to swim to New 
Zealand. Conditions deteriorated after 
lunch for the Compass Navigation dive 
with a strong surge but everyone got back 
in one piece. 

Tuesday saw the bad weather hit us, 
but this did not deter the Cousteau di
vers. We comforted ourselves with the 
knowledge that the canoeists had it worse. 
The deep dive was uneventful except for 
Wooza getting the giggles at 30 m and 
Andrew Fraser forgetting how to read. We 
then decided to leave Ulladulla and head 
back to Jervis Bay in the hope of some 
better diving. Murray's Beach was the 
scene for the Cousteau divers night dive. 
We only got to a depth of about 6 m but 
it was probably the best dive of the trip. 
Heaps to see then it was back to roughing 
it around the fire at the Hotel Stokes. 
Wednesday was a washout with Volleyball 
and bus cleaning the main activity. 

The poor weather disrupted the diving 
as it did for the other expeds but a good 
time was had by all with special thanks 
to LEUT Stokes for the Advanced Course 
and Tuesday night, also thanks to 
ABPHOT Paul Kalajzich for all his help. 

Members of the Cousteau exped were: 
LEUT Peter Stokes, AB Paul Kalajzich, 
Scott Voyzey, Andrew Fraser, Chris Grea-
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trex, Scott Craig, Dave McDonald, Mick 
Henry, Chris Dreschler, John Metzl, Peta 
Grills and Steve Taragel. 

JNCC SKI EXPED 

On 29 July a team of 20 would-be skiers 
left HMAS Creswell bound for the Snowy 
Mountains. The team was eager to con
quer Mount Blue Cow but as with the 
other expeds it was nature that con
quered. For the skiers it was in the form 
of a severe blizzard. 

The skiers arrived at Jindabyne Cara
van Park after a 9 hour bus trip. Accom
modation was in basic but comfortable 
cabins-the cheapest accommodation in 
the Snowys. A night out in Jindabyne 
with a few relaxing drinks and dinner left 
everyone looking forward to the next day's 
skiing. 

'Wakey, Wakey' was passed through the 
cabins at 0630 the next day. The weather 
was beaut and the ski reports couldn't 
have been better. It didn't take long for 
everyone to get ready and after a hour 
bus trip we arrived at the Ski Tube which 
was to take us to Mount Blue Cow. 

For some it was their first time on skis 
and to the more advanced it was quite an 
amusing sight. LCDR Chartier was partic
ularly a source of attention as he took 
some time before he worked out how to 
stop. Overall it was a fun but very tiring 
day. 

The next day saw most of the beginners 
become more adventurous. Matthew 
Shand being led down an advanced Mo
gul Field by Brian Schlegel proved that 
anyone can go down a difficult slope pro
vided they have some guts. 

Rita Garcia also proved to be a gutsy 
skier and Adrian Morrice showed that 
cartoons don't lie as when you do go fast 
enough you do turn funny. The most im
pressive crash of the day however was 
easily awarded to Eddy 'the Eagle' 
Edwards who at one stage appeared to be 
made-up of thousands of arms and legs. 

The final day of the exped was too 
dangerous for the skiers to venture out 



due to severe blizzard conditions. Instead 
they found a warm open fire place and 
took heart from an article in Daily Tele
graph which spoke of a RANC canoe 
exped being lost on the Shoalhaven River. 

Overall it was four days of fun and 
everyone got more than their money's 
worth. 

Ski Exped members were: LCDR Char
tier, LEUT Brooks, LEUT Puttman, Mat
thew Shand, Paul Thitchener, Jamie 
Cooper-Maitland, Rita Garcia, Brian 
Schlegel, Paul Ware, Clare Werner, Char
lie Stephenson, Michael Trotter, Pat 
Quain, Adrian Morrice, Martin Edwards, 
Bernadette Degabriele, Sharon Buhagiar, 
Simon Smith, Steve Pepper and Hank 
Scott. 

JNCC BUSHW ALKING EXPED 

Our 12 intrepid bushwalkers set out on 
Monday 30 July 1990 to walk through 
Ettrema Gorge in the Morton National 
Park, returning on Wednesday 1 August 
1990. LCDR Bridgart was in charge of 
the expedition and LEUT Shearman came 
along for the stroll. The route was sug
gested by LCDR Jones who had to miss 
the walk due to a knee injury. 

The first morning was spent walking 
along a road to a point where the group 
would cut across country, abseil into the 
gorge and continue from there. That was 
the plan anyway! The group found a short 
but interesting abseil which took about an 
hour to negotiate. While lowering the 
packs, those below discovered that a 
sleeping bag at terminal velocity can be 
an awesome sight. Maybe it could be used 
as a cheap alternative to live rounds? 

A spur was chosen that led to the 
bottom of the gorge. The going was slow 
and treacherous at times as rock faces 
were avoided in the scrub. Once in the 
gorge, marsupial tendencies were shown 
as the group rock hopped and at times 
tra versed rock faces along the gorge. One 
of the group managed to fall flat on his 
backpack and prove that the domino 
principle really does work. The night was 
spent in the gorge on a grassy flat by one 
of the few major tributaries. 

The next day was overcast and threat
ening to rain. The route plan detailed a 
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walk up Jones Creek, a tributary off 
Ettrema Gorge, to explore some aban
doned mines. Instead, the group decided 
to climb a spur to the cliffiine as the 
weather seemed to be closing in. Half way 
up the spur, the heavens opened. Lunch 
was consumed under an overhang while 
those who did not have wet weather gear 
rued their decision. For some, the humble 
garbage bag came to the fore. 

The camping spot for that evening was 
an overhang at the bottom of the cliffiine 
next to a set of ladders which were to be 
the group's exit point out of the gorge the 
next morning. While the now cold and 
wet travellers settled into this comfortable 
and dry grotto, LEUT Shearman and 
SBLT Grant checked the ladders. Unfor
tunately, the only sign of the ladders was 
a pile of rungs on the ground and a ladder 
with several rungs missing, with those 
present being sodden and in an advanced 
state of decay. After retrieving one of the 
climbing ropes, the intrepid pair climbed 
the gap. The final decision was to walk 
out of the gorge as the gap was deemed 
too time consuming for the group to 
negotiate. 

The water supply for the group was a 
waterfall which flowed over the camping 
overhang at a picturesque pace. However, 
by morning, the waterfall was a raging 
torrent. A bad omen indeed. During the 
walk out of the gorge, water was running 
over the cliffiine as a near continuous 
curtain, drenching everybody as it fell on 
the only practical route out of the gorge. 

The group eventually made their way 
out of the gorge. By this time, the creek 
was swollen to the point that it couldn't 
be safely crossed even at it's head. The 
route back to the pickup point followed a 
4WD track on the plateau. With the rain 
continuing, ankle deep water was sheeting 
off the plateau. Water was also running 
along the wheel ruts and made walking 
difficult and tiresome. 

A few members of the party were start
ing to feel the effects of the 4 WD track 
up to 15 cm deep with some potholes 
double this depth when a Navy vehicle 
met us on the track. It was only at this 
time that we realised the severity of the 
rain and its effect on the other expedi
tions and the local roads. The group, it's 



gear and two staff members (14 in all) 
crammed into and on the vehicle and 
drove out. We all stayed with the local 
farmer for an hour while the group 
warmed up in front of an open fire and 
consumed hot coffee. We then made our 
way back to HMAS Creswell III 

various vehicles. 
Overall, the group had a good walk but, 

as is the case with the bush, one must be 
prepared for all weather conditions and 
on this occasion, the weather turned foul. 
Nevertheless, all came out of the experi
ence well. 

JNCC SAILING EXPED 

On Sunday 30 July 1990 11 Junior 
Officers under Training from HMAS 
Creswell ventured from their base of DSU 
Randwick, Sydney to begin a three day 
voyage of exploration into the world of 
Sailing. 

Before arriving they faced the problems 
of cooked engines and psychopathic road 
users, but there were no casualties, and 
having settled into the sumptuous accom
modation of the 200 man block at Rand
wick, they set out for the obligatory night 
on the town to commemorate their arrival 
in Sydney. 

The first day on the water was typified 
by light winds, brilliant sunlight and warm 
conditions. Lunch was appropriated from 
the local yacht club/marina's excellent 
condiment facilities , and morale was high 
with everyone looking forward to an ex
cellent three days of sailing. This how
ever, was not to be. 

The following two days subsisted on the 
same meagre winds, but the clouds had 
closed in overnight leaving the weather 
wet, cold and miserable. This did not dim 
the courageous hearts of our intrepid sail
ors, though. The morning of the Tuesday 
was spent braving the conditions on 
Sydney Harbour, and much was learned 
by all , especially in the realm of determin
ing first hand the symptoms of hypother
mia. Despite this, all agreed that the 
experience was, while not greatly enjoy
able, a valuable experience. 

Then came the most enjoyable part of 
the three days. With the weather deter
minedly in opposition to the art of sail-
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ing, the decision was made to gi ve the 
expedition members the opportunity to 
observe the wonders of the local geog
raphy at their own leisure, with great en
couragement given to the option of 
observing the Boat Show at Darling Har
bour. In short, the last third of the second 
day was leave in Sydney, as was the vast 
majority of the third (this was to enable 
the exped members to travel back to 
HMAS Creswell at a safe pace in the 
flooding conditions). 

So the intrepid explorers returned from 
their expedition exhausted but happy, and 
ready to face another day at the Royal 
Australian Naval College. 

JNCC CANOEING EXPED 

Along with the rest of JNCC 14 the 
canoeing exped were looking forward to 
their three days away. Visions of leisurely 
making our way down the Shoal haven 
River from Braidwood to Tallowa Dam 
over a three day period were enhanced by 
Lieutenant Commander Sewells' stories of 
evenings round the campfire with a few 
ports, coffee and chocolate. However 
things rarely go as dreams and hopes allow 

. and boy do we know that now! 
We departed bright and early at 0600 

for Braidwood via Bateman's Bay. After 
one stop and numerous renditions of 
'Dangerous' courtesy of Roxette and 
LCDR Sewell, encouraged by Lee God
dard , we arrived at Werria Bridge and 
began to unload the canoes. 

Within twenty metres we had hit rapid 
No. 1 and lost four canoes out of seven 
plus numerous people. Half an hour later, 
with all retrieved we began again-only 
to have the same thing happen three times 
in the first two hours (most of that time 
spent fishing canoes out). Making slow 
progress we decided that map reading was 
a time consuming duty and that we would 
only stop for lunch and again when our 
support party met us by the river at the 
rendezvous point. On we went. 

After a brief lunch, thinking we were 
still way behind our estimated time of 
arrival we paddled on, and on, and 
on . . . As darkness came closer we 
found we had a few stragglers; as good 



staff members LCDR Sewell (in 'DON's 
Dancer'), SBL T Richardson and LSSE 
French remained behind and sent the rest 
on to tell the support party we were on 
our way. Darkness fell and the advance 
party wisely decided to stop and wait for 
the stragglers-we could always walk the 
last few metres around the next corner to 
the support party. In total darkness our 
fearless staff with Steve Dryden and Karen 
O'Donnell canoed the last remaining rap
ids and with loud cries met up with the 
advance mob. After the initial require
ments were tended to, such as a fire, food 
and drying our clothes we began to realise 
we were in trouble. Sending Steve Dryden 
(as OIC he had to take the blame some
where) and Chris Wynter on to look for 
the support party we began to ration our 
food and contemplate a long cold night 
by the river. Steve and Chris duly re
turned without the support party, or any 
sign of them, and we settled down as 
much as you can in the conditions. 

As we counted the hours past and got 
what little sleep we could we discussed 
whether anyone would know of our pre
dicament and where the support party 
were! At 0430 we all sat up believing we 
could hear helicopters and wondering if 
we were indeed going mad or if we had 
talked about our rescue just that bit too 
much. But our dreams became reality with 
the Nitesun search lights of an Iroquois 
helicopter coming into view. As the helo 
landed on our beach looking very 'Apo
colypse Nowish' we watched in awe and 
total embarrassment. Out strode a very 
panicked ambulance man from Braid
wood inquiring as to how many we had 
left! To cut a long story short we eventu
ally discovered our support party had be
come bogged and that as a result we had 
canoed past the rendezvous point making 
up our lost time well and truly. Having 
finally convinced, a by now very angry 
RAAF pilot, that we did not need rescu
ing we despatched the helo. It was now 
0500 and as it would be light by 0600 we 
would get back on the river and wait at 
the first road crossing for someone from 
either the support party (if they dare show 
their faces) or Creswell to meet us. 

As first light broke we did just that, 
(albeit it very weak and hungry) and 

26 

arrived at the road crossing by 1000. Once 
again off went Steve Dryden and Chris 
Wynter to look for help. It duly arrived 
in the shape of CPO Sutton (can you 
honestly say you've ever been glad to see 
a PTI?) and 10 ration packs. Once the 
food was devoured we dried off our clothes 
yet again and waited for more vehicles to 
get us out. The time wore on and even
tually we were all shuttled to Braidwood 
Road to wait for the bus that was on its 
way. By 1930 that night with the rescuers 
and rescuees on their way back to Creswell 
(having met up with the support party) 
we tried to reflect on where we went 
wrong, but there were no answers-just a 
lot of tired and crabby people. 

As we met at 0800 the next morning to 
unload (having slept and eaten real food) 
we could finally laugh and realise just 
what a good time we had had-if nothing 
else we all became very close (didn't we 
Georgie?) and became legends in our own 
lunchtimes by being the only exped to 
make the local and national news on TV 
and in the papers! Many thanks to: 

MIDN Steve Dryden for copping the 
flack of being OIC 

LCDR Don Sewell for making us laugh 
no matter how bad it got 

MIDN Georgina Boyle for keeping 
LCDR Sewell's spirits up 

MIDN Sue Cunningham for providing 
the chocolate 

SBL T Mark Proctor for his threatened 
methods of resuscitation 

SBL T Rachel Randall for keeping SBL T 
Proctor's spirits up 

MIDN Robyn Boyd for showing us how 
to sleep 

MIDN Karen O'Donnel for keeping her 
sense of humour . . . just 

MIDN Oborn for the same! 
MIDN Bob Bryson for telling Mount 

Isa 'warries' 
MIDN Lee Goddard for the morale, 

oranges and 'Dangerous' 
SBL T Andrew Schroder for teaching us 

how to sleep upright 
MIDN Tony Birch for his search and 

rescue stories 
SBL T Richardson for the same! 
MIDN Tziolis for losing his sense of 

humour but surviving anyway 
MIDN Wynter for walking so far 



MIDN Tempo for not freezing on us, 
and 

OCDT Norshahrinizam for the same!! 
and the support party without whom 
we could have done it!! 

JNCC 13 CAVING EXPED 

On Monday 30 August, 13 fearless JOUTs 
left HMAS Creswell enroute to Bungonia 
State Recreation Area. Having delivered 
the SDOCs to their luxurious accommo
dation for their Character Guidance 
course in Goulbum, we continued on to 
our camp site. 

Bungonia is the largest State Recreation 
Area in New South Wales and is well set 
up for groups such as ourselves. We ar
rived to find a well laid out camping area 
with hot showers, indoor toilets and a 
kitchen/recreation building. 

On the first afternoon we set up our 
tents and established camp. Afterwards 
we set out in two groups, one to go into 
an introductory cave, the others to refresh 
their minds as to how to abseil safely . We 
spent the evening around the campfire 
and were kept amused and somewhat baf
fled by a card game supplied by PO Rob
erts. Tuesday morning saw the two groups 
swap activities to find the truth about 
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yarns swapped around the campfire on 
the previous evening. We were given the 
opportunity on Tuesday afternoon either 
to explore a more difficult cave or to do 
a leisurely spot of bush walking. Being ex
ponents on the pleasures of bushwalking, 
LCDR Ingram and LEUT Mather were 
the only volunteers to bushwalk. As the 
group set out towards the caves, the clouds 
rolled in and the rain began to beat down. 
As a result, the planned bushwalk was 
cancelled and replaced by preparations for 
that evening's repast. 

Despite the continual rain, we enjoyed 
Tuesday evening's meal and spent time in 
the recreation area beside a roaring fire. 
Bedtime, however, was a different matter. 
One of the tents had become drenched, 
and, as a result, it's occupants had to 
evacuate to the safety and warmth of the 
recreation area. 

On Wednesday morning, the rain con
tinued to fall, resulting in the cancellation 
of any activities with the exception of 
reading, listening to music, chatting, fire 
gazing and racking out. 

Our thanks must be extended to LCDR 
Ingram, POPT Roberts, LWRPT Roberts 
and CPOPT Eddington from HMAS 
Nirimba for accompanying us on such an 
enjoyable and successful exped. 



PASSING OUT PARADE 
17 AUGUST 1990 

Ninety-five officers graduated at the 1990 
Passing Out Parade comprising 56 SL 
officers, 11 SD officers, and 7 Overseas 
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officers. They are photographed below with 
His Excellency the Honourable Bill 
Hayden. 



ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE HONOURABLE BILL HAYDEN 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE PASSING OUT PARADE 

HMAS CRESWELL 

FRIDAY AUGUST 17TH 1990 

Thank you for the introduction. It's a 
great pleasure for me to be with you at 
the Royal Australian Naval College today, 
to attend this Passing Out Parade and to 
present the prizes to the graduating class 
of 1990. 

It is the first time I've been here for a 
Passing Out Parade since taking up my 
present office 18 months ago-almost to 
the day. 

And I must congratulate all of you
the prize winners, the graduates, the jun
ior officers under training, and the Royal 
Australian Navy Officers and staff them
selves for the high standard of your turn
out and drill on the parade ground today. 

It was an impressive and purposeful 
display, that brings much credit to you 
and to the honourable traditions of the 
College here at HMAS Creswell and the 
service of which you are part. 

For those of you who are graduating, 
today is a time with its own fulfilments 
and its own rewards. 

As Captain Ramsay has reminded us, 
you have come from a variety of back
grounds. Some have been with the Navy 
for as many months as others have been 
here for years. 

Some of you are General List trainees 
who have previously graduated from the 
Australian Defence Force Academy; some 
are Supplementary List trainees who have 
been under training here at the college 
since March; some are Special Duties Of
ficers who have risen, proudly, from the 
rank of Senior Sailors; and there are seven 
Foreign Officer trainees from Papua New 
Guinea and Brunei. 

To all of you and your families I extend 
my heartiest congratulations on your 
achievements, and wish you every possi
ble success for the future. 

I've said that today marks a fulfilment. 
But in another sense it is only a begin
ning, for today's Passing Out Parade rep-
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resents a transition to another and more 
demanding stage in your careers: to the 
assumption of new responsibilities for 
yourselves, the sailors and the ships under 
your commands. 

There are three things that I'd like to 
say about this-and I'll be brief because 
I know you have already been on your 
feet for a long time today. 

The first thing is, that I've always been 
of the view that for a country like Aus
tralia, it's essential that we go for quality 
every time-both in our equipment and, 
as importantly, in our personnel. 

We're a country with only a small pop
ulation of some 17 million people. And 
yet a country with a huge coastline of 
more than 37,000 kilometres surrounded 
by vast areas of ocean and island archi
pelagos-where maritime conditions range 
from the sometimes treacherous tropical 
waters and reefs to the Sub-Antarctic. 

It's impossible for us to constantly pa
trol every inch of that coastline-almost 
as large as Europe-let alone the 200 
nautical mile fishing zone surrounding it. 

I read only recently in a new book called 
'A Coast too Long' by Dr Ross Babbage 
of the ANU, that even if most Royal 
Australian Navy vessels were deployed to 
the north, on average each ship would 
need to cover some 300 kilometres of our 
maritime approaches. 

Certainly our capabilities are greatly ex
panded by the use of Aircraft, and Elec
tronic Surveillance and communications. 
But this is exactly the point I wish to 
make: 

If Australia's Defence Force is to re
main as flexible and efficient on land, sea 
and air as it needs to be, then I believe 
our technology and equipment needs to 
be of the highest level, as must the calibre 
of the men and women, such as your
selves, who are trained and educated to 
use it. 



And it's only by so putting the empha- ing the profound changes in Easten Eu
sis on quality, I suggest, that we will over- rope and the welcome easing in tensions 
come whatever constraints are put upon between the superpowers, nevertheless the 
us by our numbers, geographical size and risk remained that a regional dispute in 
distance. some distant place could suddenly flare 

That's the first thing. The second thing and create instabilities for the world. 
is to say-if you need reminding-that A caution, that is to say, that even a 
this education and training does not come new multi-polar world order would have 
to an end for you at this graduation to- its uncertainties against which we must 
day. Rather it is something that will con- always be prepared. 
tinue throughout your careers. I think you will agree that develop-

Certainly it's essential to keep abreast ments in the Middle East over the past 
of the new technologies, and the devel- few weeks have underlined the point. My 
opments and changes taking place all the own view is that they have also demon
time in what I might broadly call the strated the necessity for the great powers, 
military sciences. such as the United States, to retain their 

But beyond that I think it's as impor- ability to project their power in order, 
tant for officers-no less than civilians- hopefully, to prevent regional conflicts 
to constantly stretch their general intellec- from becoming worse ones in a global 
tual horizons: to become familiar with sense. 
history, and economics, and literature. . . This is not a matter upon which I, as 

To obtain some understanding of polit- Governor-General, should pass much 
ical psychology-by which I do not nec- public comment, except to express good 
essarily mean party politics, but rather of luck and my good wishes to those of your 
those things that motivate people, that colleagues now on their way to the Persian 
affect public opinion, and influence social Gulf. 
behaviour. But I raised these things to make the 

You may think that such things are of point that the world and the service into 
little consequence compared to the thrill which you are graduating today is neither 
of standing, say, on the bridge of a ship. simple nor unchallenging. On the con
I can only say that as you reach the higher trary, it will demand all your intellectual 
levels of command and your voices are and analytical resourcefulness, as it will 
heard among the counsels of the decision your professional naval skills. 
makers-and there is no reason why you Ladies and Gentlemen, as an island na
should not aim at that-these things as- tion Australia is-and always has been
sume a very real importance. dependent upon the sea for its civil trade 

In today's world, an ability in tactics and its ultimate defence. This is as true 
and technological know-how, by them- as it was two centuries ago. 
selves are not enough. . . The traditions of the Royal Australian 

Broad strategic thinking must take into Navy are long and honourable ones, most 
account not only military objectives. It recently demonstrated by the courage and 
must also consider complex and closely steadfastness of the late Governor of New 
inter-dependent geo-political, economic South Wales, Rear Admiral Sir David 
and social questions. Martin. 

I suggest to you-and this is the third In congratulating each one of you upon 
thing I want to say-that an understand- your achievements, I can assure you of 
ing of events in the world today is not the respect and pride with which you are 
really possible without this kind of wider held by your families and the community 
general knowledge. at large. 

A couple of months ago I spoke about May I therefore thank you for having 
some of these issues at a graduation pa- invited me here today, and say that I 
rade at Royal Military College, Duntroon. know you also will follow proudly in the 

I won't go over them in detail today, footsteps of those who have gone before 
except perhaps to say that while I noted you and graduated from the Royal Aus
the general international optimism follow- tralian Navy College. Thank You. 
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The overnor-General inspects the Guard 
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ADDRESS BY CAPTAIN D. J. RAMSAY 
PASSING OUT PARADE 17 AUGUST 1990 

Your Excellencies, Members of the Parlia
ments, Chief of the Defence Force, Gen
eral Gration, Chief of Naval Staff, Vice 
Admiral Hudson, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen-welcome to the 
Royal Australian Naval College. 

We are honoured, Your Excellency, that 
you and Mrs Hayden are visiting the Na
val College, and continuing a tradition of 
Vice Regal visits to RANC which began 
in 1916, when the then Governor Gen
eral, Sir Roland Munro Ferguson, was Re
viewing Officer of the first Naval College 
Passing Out Parade. Your presence here 
today as both the Governor General and 
our Commander in Chief, enhances the 
significance of the occasion particularly 
for the members of the Passing Out 
classes, their families and their friends. 
To the families and friends of the gradu
ates I extend a very warm and special 
welcome; your support over the past few 
months has been of great benefit to the 
graduates during the rigours of their train
mg. 

The College was saddened to learn of 
the death last week of one of its most 
distinguished sons, Rear Admiral Sir 
David Martin graduated from RANC, 
then at Flinders Naval Depot, in 1950 
and served as Executive Officer here at 
Jervis Bay between 1967 and 1969. His 
service to the RAN and the nation is a 
shining example to all the trainees and 
his memory will long be revered at the 
Royal Australian Naval College. 

Another event of the past week has had 
a great impact on the college. The deploy
ment of three RAN ships to the Middle 
East has resulted in two graduates having 
to join their ships early, thereby missing 
today's ceremony. The situation serves to 
focus our attention on the raison d'etre of 
our profession and the nature of Naval 
service. 

I would like to extend a special wel
come to the members of the graduating 
class of 1940 who have joined us today 
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of their 
Passing Out, your presence too, contrib
utes significantly to the sense of tradition 
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of this occasion. While I am sure you can 
see evidence of the changes that have 
taken place in the Naval College since 
1940 I am also sure that you will detect 
in those who are about to pass out from 
the Naval College the same sense of ex
citement and pride that you felt at your 
own Passing Out. 

The 93 officers graduating today repre
sent a variety of avenues of officer entry 
to the RAN. Some commenced their na
val careers as sailors, others have com
pleted academic training at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy. Some have come 
to the Navy having completed a degree at 
a civilian university and having worked 
at a civilian profession, and some have 
joined RANC immediately after complet
ing Year 12 at high school. Some gradu
ates have already spent many years in the 
Navy, whilst others have only been in the 
Navy since March this year. This range 
of backgrounds is typical of that which 
exists within the college at anyone time 
now. It poses a very real challenge for the 
staff here to provide training to meet the 
specific needs of a particular group. 

However the college derives significant 
benefits from the variety which is present 
within the ranks of its students, who are 
able to draw on the strengths and experi
ences of individuals to achieve group aims 
thereby fostering positive attitudes to
wards team work and cooperation. 

It is pleasing to see that the graduates 
before us have achieved the goals of their 
training at RANC and they proceed from 
here to undertake further professional 
training at other RAN establishments and 
fleet units. For the past few months the 
different classes have undertaken studies 
in situational leadership and manage
ment, boatwork, basic seamanship, gun
nery and drill , physical training and 
adventure training. Throughout their for
mal training the graduates have lived 
within Divisional groups to develop a high 
level of self discipline and teamwork. 

I would like to stress that today does 
not mark the end of training in manage
ment for the graduates. They have been 



given basic, almost survival skills from 
which to develop their own styles and 
tl:ey will learn much from experience. 
TJev will learn from the men and women 
tl:at' they manage, and come to recognise 
tl:e immense resource these men and 
women of the Navy represent, and the 
tremendous responsibility that they have 
taken upon themselves in becoming 
officers in the Royal Australian Navy. 

T he task of the Officers and Sailors on 
staff of the Royal Australian Naval Col
lege is to transform personnel from differ
ent backgrounds into Naval Officers who 
act instinctively as part of a team. It is 
necessary for the staff to set high stand
ards and demand the same from those 
u:lder training. 

College staff devote considerable time 
to the personal development side of the 
training task and I would like to com
mend them and thank them for the way 
they have worked to achieve the aims of 
the College and to ensure that the fine 

traditions of RANC are carried forward 
and reflected in the courses now con
ducted here. I must also commend the 
Ship's Company of this establishment for 
their support services which enable the 
College to function. 

The donors of the prizes about to be 
presented by His Excellency can be as
sured that their generosity in continuing 
to support the efforts of the Royal Austra
lian Naval College is greatly appreciated. 
Those donors who are able to be with us 
today are especially welcome. 

Finally, on behalf of all of us here today 
I would like to compliment the ground 
staff and the many behind the scenes 
workers who have put so much effort into 
preparing the grounds and facilities for 
today's parade. I know that their efforts 
will be rewarded by your enjoyment of 
this special occasion. I now invite YOUl 

Excellency to present prizes to the gradu
ates. 

Flypast of helicopters from the Naval Air Station, Nowra 

33 



PASSING OUT PARADE-PARADE STATE 

Parade Commander 
1 st Guard Commander 
2nd Guard Commander 
Colour Officer 
Colour Chief 
Colour Escort 

PO's of The Guard 

Squad Leaders 

1990 Prize Winners 

Midshipman Craig 
Midshipman Goddard 
Midshipman Longhurst 
Sub Lieutenant Proctor 
Sub Lieutenant Schroder 
Midshipman Brooker 
Midshipman Bryson 
Sub Lieutenant Brown 
Midshipman Pepper 
Sub Lieutenant Burton 
Midshipman Boyle 
Midshipman Stoker 
Sub Lieutenant Garcia 

Back Row (L to R): SBLT M. Spencer, MIDN S. Craig, MIDN G. Miles, MIDN L. Goddard , MIDN A. 
Schroder, MIDN R. McLaughlin , 

Front Row (L to R): SBLT S. Worley, MIDN G. Boyle, Governor General The Honourable Bill Hayden 
and Her Excellency, SBLT N. Woods, MIDN C. Longhurst 
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COLLEGE CAPTAIN'S REPORT MARCH-AUGUST 1991 
by Midshipman C. J. Huxtable, RAN 

For 68 young officers 4 March 1991 
marked the beginning of six months train
ing at RANC with the commencement of 
SLOC 11. For everyone involved, the In
itial Training Period (ITP) was a challeng
ing four weeks of rounds, taskbooks, drill , 
doubling, and duties which culminated in 
the acquisition of a set of black gaiters 
each-and entry into the Gunroom. 

During ITP the regular inter-divisional 
sporting contest associated with the Cock 
division competition with the Pixley Cup 
Beach Olympics, which was won by Jervis 
Division. RANC also participated in a 
number of sporting carnivals to varying 
degrees of success. March 9 saw an athlet
ics team compete at Nirimba , coming third 
in a field of four teams. The Defence 
Force Academy and RAAF College 
travelled to Creswell two weeks later for 
a beach sports carnival , RANC again 
coming third. The sporting highlight of 
ITP was the visit of the Glanmorgan 
School cricket team. A RANC team, led 
by Midshipman Bruce Christiansen and 
selected so as to combine a mixture of 
youth and experience, faced a batting and 
bowling attack as never before seen on the 
Quarterdeck. Faced with a target of 272 
runs in 50 overs, the RANC batting 
promptly expired for 62 runs. 

After the Easter break, which signalled 
the end of ITP, each class completed a 
NBCD course, followed by Character 
Guidance, exped and training cruise. 

Both classes went on exped to the 
Yalwal Dam, situated between numerous 
mountain ranges, all of which had to be 
scaled before each group arrived at the 
campsite on the first night. SLOC llA 
were greeted on their arrival by the sight 
of one partially inflated liferaft, which, 
even as 24 pairs of disbelieving eyes 
watched on, sunk even lower in the water. 
This was the 'campsite' for the night. 
These expeditions included abseiling, can
oeing and hiking and were enjoyed and 
appreciated by all who participated in 
them. 

The training cruise, retitled Sea Fami
liarisation, this year, was conducted on 
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board HMAS Jervis Bay, with Alpha Class 
being absent from RANC for four weeks 
initially. The prospect of the two classes 
being split apart for eight weeks caused 
much concern and it was necessary to 
conduct a very memorable party in the 
Gunroom, which bonded many friend
ships until both classes met , albeit briefly, 
in Samoa. Alpha Class was embarked on 
Jervis Bay from Sydney to Townsville, 
Noumea and finally Samoa, where Bravo 
Class were lucky enough to experience 
Admiral's Rounds and water restrictions 
first hand, and everyone concerned bene
fitted from this. After visiting Honiara, 
Rabaul and Mackay they returned to 
RANC for the end of SLOC 11 celebra
tions, which included a very colourful 
Captain's Divisions. 

Num bers at the College swelled to 90 
with the arrival of EXAC 14 for the start 
of JNCC 15 on 1 July 1991. These young 
officers with Phase 1 behind them quickly 
settled in at RANC. 

JNCC was marked by fierce divisional 
sporting events and during the last weeks 
the Cock Division competition was still 
wide open. Eventually it came down to a 
game of touch football to decide first , 
second and third. Congratulations must 
go to Jervis Division, the eventual win
ners, for their performances, especially in 
the Pixley Cup and Cross Country. 

As JNCC progressed the service essays 
and Naval Weapons and Technology pres
entations gave way to preparation for the 
Passing Out Parade, and for others, or
ganisation of the Passing Out Parade ball, 
under the Mess President Midshipman Jo 
Williams. 

The week prior to the Passing Out Pa
rade involved further preparation with the 
arrival of SLOC 10, swelling numbers to 
160 and on 16 August the largest parade 
since 1985 was reviewed by the Chief of 
Naval Staff, Vice Admiral MacDougall. 

The last function for most whilst at 
RANC was the Passing Out Parade ball 
which went off smoothly, thanks to the 
work of a diligent ball committee, and 
provided an opportunity to look back light 



heartedly at the last six months, to what 
happened and what may have happened. 
With all members of the College pursuing 
different career paths and starting differ
ent application courses, everyone will be 
going their separate ways. But no matter 
where or when we meet, no matter what 
career we pursue we will all have some
thing in common-our time at RANC. 

SPORTS-GENERAL 

1991 has been a good year for sport with 
the Divisions and Messes being fully in
volved in the sporting program and shar
ing the results. Following is a summary of 
the major activities. 

Swimming Championships 
On 23 January 1991 , JOUTs made their 
annual pilgrimage to the Bomaderry 
Olympic Pool to determine which Divi
sion had acquatic supremacy. The day 
turned out to be a close affair with the 
overall result hinging on the final event. 
To the dulcet tones of Lieutenant Com
mander Chartier on the P A, the trainees 
and some old and ambitious staff, Lieu
tenant Stokes old, and Lieutenant Putt
man ambitious, splashed their way to 
glory. 

Notable performances came from Sub 
Lieutenant 'Go-Gadget-Arms' Milligan 
who won the Mens' competition, and the 
tiresome duo of Midshipman Ryan and 
Virgona who shared the Ladies title. Sub 
L ieutenant Burney set a new record in the 
50 m backstroke and Lieutenant Kitche
ner broke the old 50 m breast stroke re
cord. 

The honours of the day went to the 
Green Machine, Phillip Division, on 59 
points, followed by Flinders on 56 and 
J ervis on 48. Cook came in a commend
able fourth on 36 points and earned pack
up duty. 

Athletics Championships 
Only one week after the swimming carni
val, JOUTs had to reacquaint themselves 
with terra firma for the 31 January Ath
netics Carnival. It was a fine day of run
n ing, leaping, flinging, putting, flopping, 
t ossing and stretching, with the goal of 
w inning the title and earning the honour 
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to devour the huge Winners' cream cake 
provided by the College Galley. 

Midshipmen Willington and Godfrey 
did their best to win the cake for Jervis 
but at the end of the day had to be con
tent with their awards for individual male 
and female champions. The day (and cake) 
went to Flinders Division on 225 points 
followed by Jervis on 199, Cook 195 112, 
and Phillip (who packed up beautifully) 
on 167 112 points. 

Canoe Relay 
On 21 March 1991 it was men and women 
versus surf and each other in the Interdi
visional and Intermess Canoe Relay. Each 
team consisted of four pairs. The rcla
tively simple task involved getting the 
canoe into the water, paddlers getting into 
the canoe, paddling around a marker and 
changing over to the next pair. Things 
often sound more simple than they really 
are!! The event was 'heart in mouth' stuff, 
as frequent waves and subsequent spills 
resulted in the lead changing several times. 
Lieutenant Fowler, Lieutenant Byrne and 
CPO Kennedy demonstrated that righting 
an overturned canoe in 30 feet of water 
is not something they have practiced 
lately, while Sub Lieutenant Richardson 
and Lieutenant Puttman demonstrated the 
same dilemma in three feet of water! 

The Divisions dominated the competi
tion with Cook breaking away in the last 
leg to win the event , thanks to 'power 
paddler' Sub Lieutenant Carolyn Bulloch. 
Try as they might Phillip Division could 
not make up the ground (or in this case 
water) and had to be content with second. 
Flinders finished third after a promising 
start, and Jervis this time earned clean
up duty. 

The Intermess honours went to the Jun
ior Sailors, followed by a soggy Ward
room in second, and finally the Senior 
Sailors, who are still trying to swim their 
canoe in! 

Creswell Cup Relay 
On 9 April, the annual Creswell Cup was 
held. The event, comprising 12 competi
tors per team, was an Interdivisional and 
Intermess event. A team from Young 
Endeavour visiting at the time also joined 
in the competition. 



The variety of running, obstacle, pad
dling and swimming events saw the lead 
chop and change. However, had the Young 
Endeavour team not dropped the baton 
and left it behind, the event may have 
been an anti climax. The Senior Sailors 
gained the lead in the beach run and never 
looked back, winning the event convinc
ingly. The real competition raged amongst 
the minor placings and J ervis versus the 
Junior Sailors was a close tussle for sec
ond, with the Juniors winning the placing 
and Jervis winning the ever-present 'cream 
cake' for the first Division across the line. 
The remaining placings went (in order) 
to Flinders, Wardroom, Cook, Young 
Endeavour and Phillip Division. 

Cross Country 
18 July saw the running of the Cross 
Country around Creswell 's famous 5 km. 
Again the competition was Intermess and 
Interdivisional and again Jervis got the 
cake (they were fast becoming known as 
the Gannet Division)!! 

The race was well fought with some fine 
personal efforts. PO Bromley let the other 
competitors eat his dust as he finished the 
course in a new Creswell record. Midship
man Huxtable was second across the line 
and the first trainee to finish , closely fol
lowed by Midshipman Robinson. Sub 
Lieutenant Roche, representing the Ward
room, was the first female to finish and 
Lieutenant Commander Jones took out 
the veterans competition. The final result 
for the Interdivisional event saw Jervis in 
first place on 156 points, Flinders second 
on 253 , Phillip third with 320, and Cook 
fourth on 390 points. The winner of the 
Intermess competition was the jubilant 
Wardroom team, followed by the Senior 
Sailors Mess and third , Juniors. 

Sports Wrap Up 

As well as the major events previously 
mentioned, HMAS Creswell has had well
patronised weekly sports events. These in
clude Divisional sport three nights a week, 
Intermess sport, Ship's Company PT and 
various lunch time challenges. 

Visiting ships Endeavour, Torrens, 
Esmerelda and Sydney have challenged 
Creswell's sporting might and in most 
cases come off second best. 
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The Welsh Schoolboys Cricket Team 
visited on 28 March and Creswell obliged 
by giving the team their first win on their 
Australian tour. Final score 156-66. 

On 7 April, the cricketers took on 
FONSC's XI, and although beaten, put 
up a respectable fight. Final score, FONSC 
9/163; RANC 10/159. 

The Sports Report would not be com
plete without mention of the hard-work
ing PT staff who continue to maintain 
their sense of humour. CPOPT Sutton 
(Bones), POPT Mellowship (or Mellon
head) and LSPT Karow (Marty), have run 
a fine program at Creswell and have 
catered to everyone's likes. Their efforts 
have made Creswell's sport possible, com
petitive and most enjoyable. I thank them 
on behalf of all. 

Physical Training Staff 
(L la R): LS Karow, epa Sutton, PO Mellowship 



PIXLEY CUP COMPETITION 

The annual Pixley Cup competed for b'y 
the College divisions, was conducted on 
Sunday 19 March 1991. Taking advantage 
of the good weather, the sporting activi
ties included a beach sprint, flags, 
4-person swim relay, 6-person sprint re-

lay, pyramid building, and an iron 'man' 
race. The activities were held on Cap
tain's Beach, HMAS Creswell and showed 
that there were a number of very fit and 
keen young men and women at the 
College. 

MIDN Jo Williams (left) proudly unfurling the Jervis Division Flag. MIDN Bernadette Gately (Jervis Division 
Captain) accepting the Pixley Cup from Mrs Harrington with the Commanding Officer. Captain Harrington. 
looking on 

Jervis Division won the Pixley Cup 
rather convincingly, with Phillip second 
and Cook and Flinders on equal points 
coming third. Sub Lieutenant Belfield 
(Cook) won the iron-man event with 
Midshipman Jillian Cope being the first 
female to finish. 

The Pixley Cup is an annual event at 
the College and is named in honour of 
Commander N. S. Pixley, CMG, MBE, 
VRD, KT, ON, RAN (R'td). Commander 
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Pixley had a most distinguished career, 
serving on active duty in the First World 
War, Second World War and retiring, after 
30 years, in 1946. Some of his appoint
ments included Staff Officer Intelligence, 
Qld, NOIC Cairns, and NOIC Lange
mark, New Guinea where he had over 30 
ships under his operational command. 



Flinders Division (with Divisional Officer, LEUT Dave Byrne, on the bottom) didn 't do too well in the 
Pyramid Race. Eventually they succeeded but only managed third place on the day 

The winning Jervis Division proudly show their flag. A good effort by all involved 

40 



INTERSERVICE COLLEGE SPORTS 
CHALLENGES MARCH-JULY 1991 

1991 has seen the running of two success
ful Interservice College Sports Challenges. 

The first event was contested between 
RANC, ADFA and RAAFCOL from 
22-24 March. The venue was HMAS 
Creswell and the emphasis was Beach 
Sports. 

The weather was kind , surf flat, and 
enthusiasm high. A variety of events were 
held ranging from the serious events of 
Iron-man/Iron-woman, in which competi-

tors required sheer guts and an early night 
previously, to the novelty team events in
cluding pyramid building and balloon re
lays. 

As the sunscreen flowed , the excitement 
mounted as a close contest ensued. 

RANC dominated the flags competition 
with Midshipmen Langford , Cope, 
Schmitt and Baker winning their events. 
Langford and Cope, spurred on by their 
success, went on to perform well in the 
beach sprint events. 

The HMAS Creswell participants in the InterService College Sports Challenge held at Captains Beach, Jervis 
Bay in March 1991 

RANC also flexed its authority in the 
balloon relay, and 'out-tugged' ADFA in 
the first round of the tug-of-war, an event 
contested in waist-deep water . 
just to make it more interesting. Ulti
mately, though the land-Iubbing RAAF
COL took the final tug-of-war honours. 

The Iron-man/woman was a gruelling 
event. Of note was Sub Lieutenant 
Bulloch's fine performance to win the 
ladies section. 
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Final results for the weekend saw ADFA 
take the Cup with 162 points, followed 
by RAAFCOL on 134, and RANC on 
112. The ladies competition went to 
RANC with 23 points, from ADFA on 
17. 

A return competition was held at ADFA 
27-28 July. RMC joined the fray to boost 
team numbers to four. The emphasis for 
this competition was winter sports. RANC 
dominated the competition finishing either 



first or second in every sport. Our teams 
won the mens touch football, ladies touch 
football, ladies table tennis and ladies 
racquetball. Second places were gained in 
mens deck hockey (a fine display of con
trolled aggression), mens netball and mens 
indoor soccer. 

Neepless to say the Trophies for both 
the mens and ladies competitions were 
won by RANC. The victory was cele
brated well into the night and the Trophies 
well advertised on the teams' return to 
Creswell. Well done! 

MAGNETIC ISLAND EXPED 

It was the Exped that became a legend!!, 
and contrary to popular opinion we ac
tually did some diving. It began with a 
selection of weary post-gunroom party 
trainees desperately trying to find a cer
tain young Sub Lieutenant before the bus 
left at 0430 on a Tuesday morning. He 
was eventually located and it was off to 
Richmond for the trip to Townsville. In 
hindsight it was just as well we travelled 
by Hercules because at that stage no-one 
was feeling very sociable and there were 
more than a few glances at the brown 
paper bags that contained our lunches. 

Heck we were a tough bunch however, 
and by the time we reached Townsville 
the group was ready for anything. We 
knew we were going to have to rough it 
but we were prepared. When we arrived 
at the Army's digs on the island, 'Alma 
Den', our fears were confirmed, we would 
have to suffer the hardship of the pool by 
the beach, self contained units and our 
own house to ourself. 

The entire period was packed with ac
tivities. Each day, one trainee assumed 
command for the day and planned at least 
two dives a day, an early morning activ
ity, a sporting activity, an evening activity 
and a presentation on a diving subject. 
Some days included nature walks, sailing, 
a trip to the Outer Barrier Reef (bril
liantly organised by me!!) and many dives 
in the local bays around Mag. 

Six of the trainees completed their Ad
vanced Divers course and became eligible 
to claim the fame of being 'Stokes 
Trained'. Sporting activities included a 
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The Diving Expedition proved that learning can be 
fun-particularly when it's done on Magnetic Island 

very soggy rugby match against the locals 
and numerous amusing games of indoor 
cricket, there were a lot of runs made on 
easy pitches. A regular call made during 
the exped was 'One in, All in' and by the 
conclusion of the trip we had all certainly 
achieved the aims of developing leader
ship skills, teamwork and gaining experi
ence in our diving skills. 

The exped left us all with many fond 
memories and heartfelt relief that we were 
not the poor sods tracking around Kak
adu National Park. 

HORSE TREK EXPED-1991 

From the piles of brand new akubras, 
moleskins and shiny riding boots sitting 
outside the library on Sunday morning it 
was obvious from the outset that the horse 
trekking exped was taking business very 
seriously. 

Upon arrival at Reynella Homestead 
after a long drive we were greeted by our 
hosts and briefed on the activities of the 
week ahead. It sounded great-I mean, 
how difficult could it be to sit on a horse 
all day, occasionally steering a few degrees 
to port or starboard? Hardly a challenge 



we thought giving ourselves a mental pat 
on the back for ticking the right box. Only 
a few hours riding a day they said, no 
more than six or seven, and no early starts 
at all-too easy! But, by Monday evening 
we weren't quite so convinced. Does the 
human body really have that many possi
ble sore spots? 

The unanimous groans heard upon dis
mounting told more than words ever 
could, and even the most experienced 
riders of the group were beginning to walk 
a little funny. About this time we began 
to seriously question the wisdom of our 
choice, by now Tassie and its sub-zero 
temperatures and Kakadu's floods and 
man-eating crocodiles were looking al
most tempting ... 

Getting back on the horse next morning 
proved another hurdle to be conquered. 
By now we were establishing a dubiously 
successful working relationship with our 
horses ... Ashley and George (yes, George 
was the horse!) were having a few minor 
technical difficulties with the words of 
command STOP and GO! GO was auto
matic and STOP was obviously not a part 
of George's rather limited vocabulary
although the episode triggered a splendid 
display of Ashley's verbal prowess-much 
to the amusement of the rest of the group! 

The dubious honour of first automatic 
ejection was taken by Lisa, with Kelly 
following close behind, although it could 
be questioned as to how anyone could 
take a spill from a horse called 
Drooper ... But then again ... Darren on 
Satan became a familiar figure bringing 
up the rear of the group for the majority 
of the trip. 

Evenings became the hub of social ac
tivity around the campfire after the usual 
quibble over whose turn it was to do the 
washing up. Tara's skill at making dam
per proved useful on several occasions as 
an after dinner accompaniment to the odd 
glass of port. Kim, one of our guides man
aged to attract the attention of most of 
the male members of the group inciting 
an ongoing battle of letting down tents at 
0430. As a follow-on from this, the occa
sional waterfight or wrestling match could 
be seen when the lads became restless. 
Kelly and Ashley provided lunchtime en-
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tertainment one day with a four round 
bout which ended in a shaky truce on 
both sides. Bruce and Dave's skills (?) 
with the stockwhip impressed all onlook
ers until Rob treated us to a demonstra
tion wearing only the skimpiest of swim 
suits-no wonder the two English people 
who joined us for three days sat back with 
mouths open and eyes wide with amaze
ment. Lieutenant Putt man surprised 
everyone with her dexterity in the use of 
the whip also-watch out Roger! By 
Thursday we were gaining more confi
dence in our horsemanship-tackling 
jumps over logs and responding enthusi
astically to the cries of 'Tally Ho'. Some 
of the scenery was absolutely breathtak
ing-after an hour of bush bashing to the 
top of a mountain, to look out over the 
green hills and rolling plains below, you 
really did feel like you were on top of the 
world. 

On Friday rain threatened, we cantered 
and galloped across the plains to get back 
to the campsite before the downpour hit. 
The spill tally was standing at: Lisa way 
out in front on four, Kelly two, Bernad
ette one and a superb effort from Andy
just to keep the lads happy of course. 

Kelly's attraction to the port bottle led 
to the incomprehensible slurs of 'Bern, is 
this our tent' at some late hour of the 
night and the resultant seedy look at 
breakfast next morning!! 

More nights around the campfire with 
Wendy and Vanessa scabbing smokes off 
anyone and everyone, and the expected 
recital of 'The Man from Snowy River' 
followed, but Monday afternoon arrived 
quickly and it was back to the homestead 
for a very welcome shower before dinner. 
A merry night was had by all with the last 
lot heading off to bed at around three in 
the morning. It was a tired but happy 
group that arrived back in Creswell on 
Tuesday afternoon to face the mountains 
of very dirty, very smelly washing. 



EXPED-CRESWELL GOES BUSH 
IN TASSIE 

In the wee hours of Saturday, 16 February 
1991, fourteen Junior Officer Trainees left 
HMAS Creswell by bus to embark upon 
an adventurous training expedition in the 
Tasmqnian Highlands. The group, led by 
Lieutenant David Byrne, RAN, consisted 
of four Special Duties Officers and ten 
Junior Naval Command Course officers. 

After overnighting at HMAS Cerberus, 
the group joined the MV Abet Tasman in 
Melbourne for what eventuated as a 
smooth trip across the Bass Strait to 
Devonport. Sub Lieutenant George Dun
can (SDOC), a work study specialist, and 
ex Dental Technician, doubled his 19-year 
seatime in that one evening. 

Monday, 18 February was spent getting 
to and setting up camp at Cradle Moun
tain where the group tucked into its first 
dehydrated meal-with mixed reactions. 

On Tuesday 19, the group set off at 
0730 on the Overland Track which in
volved a very steep climb to the shoulder 
of Cradle Mountain and then down into 
Cradle Cirque arriving at 1700 where we 

camped for the night. Arising at 0630 
next morning, we discovered a wonder
land where thick hoar frost had settled 
during the night as temperatures dropped 
to -2°C. 

Over the next six days the group of 15 
(including 3 female officers) walked, 
climbed, stumbled, huffed and puffed their 
way .along 100 km of rugged Tasmanian 
bush track. 

Accommodation along the track con
sisted of some bunkhouses and rough-and
ready campsites. Camping out proved to 
be the more popular option as many of 
the huts were either too small or overrun 
with mice that devoured packs and rations 
with non-selective abandon. 

A popular track at this time of the year, 
we stumbled across numerous like-minded 
people from all over the world including 
Irish, British, German, Danish, Canadian 
and American bush-walking masochists. 

Midway along the track eight group 
members took the opportunity to scale 
Mount Ossa (1617 m), Tasmania's highest 
peak, whilst the remainder formed the 
'Festering Blister Brigade' and slowly 
made their way to that night's rest stop. 

Some of the members of the Tasmanian bush walking expedition-still smiling at the halfway point 
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By 1600 Monday 25 February the group 
had hobbled and crawled its way to 
Cynthia Bay at the Southern end of Lake 
St Clair in pursuit of the famed 'Overland 
Burger' (reputed to be Tasmania's largest 
hamburger) sold at the kiosk there. 

All members of the group agreed that 
the walk (some say crawl) had been worth 
it to finish and that it had been very 
challenging. Most said they would rec
ommend it to friends (or enemies) but all 
agreed that it would be many, many 
moons before they would consider doing 
it again-if they considered it at all! 

JNCC14/SDOC 16 BUSHW ALKING 
AND CANOE EXPED 

Some of the Officers of JNCC 14 and 
SDOC 16 'volunteered' to undertake their 
Adventure Training on the South Coast 
of NSW. During the period 18-28 Feb
ruary 1991 they bush walked and canoed 
(using lightweight camping equipment) 
from Fitzroy Falls through the Morton 
National Park and other forests to Bate
man's Bay. It involved seven days walk
ing and three days canoeing en route to 
complete the mission. Each day there was 
a new objective and a number of chal
lenges. The highlights were as follows. 

It wasn't long into the exped (ie two 
hours) that the first successful leech attack 
was revealed with MIDN Brendan 
O'Shannesy's leg the victim. Day one was 
fairly hard going but Day two and the 
rendezvous with the canoes meant swim
ming, learning how to steer a canoe and 
a slightly easier trek. A popular feature of 
the night time activity was beginning to 
emerge by this time, with the construction 
of the 'Taj Mahutchie'! Throughout the 
exped this collection of hutchies rigged 
together caused quite a rigorous discus
sion nightly over the position, style and 
exactly how many residents would be per
mitted to stay. 

Day three saw another minor casualty 
with SBLT Geoff Burney being hit in the 
face with a tensioned branch. Subse
quently he lost a bit of blood and was 
dazed for most of the day. A few kilo
metres were traversed passing through 
Shoalhaven Gorge, Caringal Creek, Chain 
Lightning Plateau, Ettrema Gorge, Decep-

tion Pass (which proved to be just that) 
with a final camp site chosen 1 km from 
Cooee Flat. 

Day four and five were particularly 
momentous with a Squirrel helicopter 
dropping off local newspapers, letters and 
two packets of eagerly consumed ration 
pack sweets. Unfortunately there was an
other casualty. LEUT Tony Brian-Davis 
collapsed while seated dnd an unsched
uled camp was constructed while waiting 
for his evacuation. After a 'Battle Budgie' 
arrived to take Tony to hospital the exped 
recommenced and headed for the caves at 
the head of Bullfrog Creek. 

Day six proved that compass reading is 
made more interesting when attempted 
under high voltage power lines. Day seven 
was another battle with leeches, an oppor
tunity to see a great view from Mount 
Tarn of Hollands Gorge and a variety of 
waterfalls and caves. 

Days eight and nine were highlighted 
by more magnificent views, sore feet and 
LCDR Dave Jones catching a freshwater 
crayfish-which proved a nice change 
from freeze dried food. The last day (Day 
ten) was a day of challenges. The weather 
conditions were chaotic, particularly the 
rain and strong wind gusts. However the 
objective of reaching Batemans Bay and 
exactly on time was met. 

The walk and canoe was both challeng
ing and rewarding in the experience given 
to all members of the party. Also there 
was pride that they had put in the effort 
and had learned many invaluable lessons. 
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ANZAC DAY ACTIVITIES-1991 

This year's Dawn Service in HMAS 
Creswell was attended by a larger than 
expected crowd. As the service was con
ducted the congregation looked out over 
the Bay at the sun rising between Point 
Perpendicular and Bowen Island creating 
a beautiful setting for what was a moving 
service. 

The ANZAC Day march through Hus
kisson was the highlight of the day's activ
ities. Captain Simon Harrington, RAN led 
the march followed by a guard consisting 
of the Junior Officers Under Training in 
HMAS Creswell. The rest of the march 
consisted of personnel from HMAS 



Creswell's Ship's Company, the pipe band, 
war veterans and veterans' widows, boy 
scouts, girl guides, brownies and the 
Huskisson Primary School students. 

The ceremony was held in Voyager 
Park, Huskisson and following this the 
participants enjoyed the hospitality of the . 
Huskisson RSL. A memorable day was 
had by all. 

KANGA AT CRESWELL 

HMAS Creswell was privileged to have 
Kanga Birtles as guest lecturer during 
EXAC 1991 training. Kanga was the best 
placed Australian in the BOC Chal-

lenge-the single-handed round-the-world 
yacht race. He told the officers of the 
Executive Application Course and other 
interested members of the Ship's Com
pany about the rigours of life at sea. His 
experiences with icebergs off the Antarc
tica, the demands placed on him 24 hours 
a day and the necessity to be well pre
pared and fit was of particular interest. 
Equally remarkable was that Kanga com
pleted his epic voyage without sponsor
ship. He has many plans in the pipe-line 
and the College looks forward to having 
him back in the near future. 

Kanga Birtles providing a most informative and interesting lecture of his round-the-world yacht race participation 
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PASSING OUT PARADE HMAS CRESWELL 
FRIDAY 16 AUGUST 1991 

The largest Passing Out Parade since 1986 
was held in HMAS Creswell on Friday 
16 August 1991. More than 160 naval 
officers were on parade which was re
viewed by the Chief of Naval Staff, vice 
Admiral lan MacDougall, AO, RAN. 

The officers who were reviewed com
prised those who had successfully com
pleted the Supplementary List Officers 
Course, Special Duties Officer Course and 
Junior Naval Command Courses. Eight
een prizes were presented including the 
Queen's Gold Medal, United States Naval 
Institute Award and the Naval Historical 
Society prize. For the first time a prize 
donated by the Australian Defence Indus
tries (ADI) was presented to the officer 
who demonstrated the greatest under
standing of the technical and logistic 
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aspects of Naval Operations and Manage
ment. Mr Ken Harris, the Manager of 
ADI, presented the prize. 

The Defence School of Music band pro
vided the music for the parade with 
HMAS Jervis Bay anchored in the Bay 
providing an appropriate backdrop for the 
ceremony. 

Over 800 family and friends watched 
the parade including eight of the now re
tired Naval Officers of Cook Year 1941. 
These officers were invited back to the 
College 50 years after they had 'gradu
ated' and they took the opportunity of 
seeing how much things had changed over 
the years and passed on some of their 
experiences to those who were graduating. 



~ 
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Over 160 officers graduated at the 1991 Passing Out Parade comprising those Officers who had successfully completed the Supplementary List Officers Courses, 
Special Duties Officers Courses and the Junior Naval Command Course. They are photographed with Captain C. S. H. Harrington and Chief of Naval Staff Vice 
Admiral I. MacDougall 



ADDRESS BY 
VICE ADMIRAL I. D. G. MACDOUGALL, AO, RAN 

CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL COLLEGE 

PASSING OUT PARADE 
16 AUGUST 1991 

It is a great pleasure for me to be here 
today as Reviewing Officer and to present 
the prizes for 1991. 

Before I do though, I want to commend 
the divisions on your smart turnout. The 
Naval college has always maintained its 
own special standard and I am glad to see 
this remains the case today. 

The Naval College Passing Out Parade 
is an important milestone in an officers' 
career and I am pleased to see such a 
large gathering of official guests, both from 
the local community, industry and the 
services. I would add my welcome to that 
of Captain Harrington's to the family and 
friends of the graduates. Your presence 
here means a great deal to them and to 
us all. 

To the graduates I congratulate you on 
passing your respective courses. You are 
entering the Fleet at an exciting time. 
Seahawk helicopters have been proved in 
the Gulf conflict, the frigate , HMAS 
Melbourne, will commission in September 
and the first two Collins Class submarines 
are under construction. Looking further 
down the track these important additions 
to the Fleet will be joined by the ANZAC 
frigates and the new minecounter-meas
ures vessels. 

The Navy has an important role to play 
in the protection of Australia and its in
terests in peace and war. You will have a 
vital role to play in that mission. Your 
duties will be professionally rewarding, 
but they will be demanding. 
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The most important part of your duties 
as an officer will be to lead and care for 
the sailors under your command. In the 
80 years of the Navy's existence its great
est asset has been its sailors. The Austra
lian sailor is I believe, the finest in the 
world. He or she is professionally com
petent, has initiative and is hard working. 
Rightly respect from Australian sailors has 
to be earned. That is one of your more 
significant personal challenges. 

I wish you all well in your careers and 
trust you have as much enjoyment in the 
Service as I have had. 

Chief of Naval Stall inspecting the J 99 J Passing 
Out Parade Guard 



ADDRESS BY CAPTAIN C. S. H. HARRINGTON, RAN 
COMMANDING OFFICER HMAS CRESWELL 

PASSING OUT PARADE-16 AUGUST 1991 

Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral 
MacDougall, distinguished guests, ladies 
and gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure 
and pride to welcome all of you here to 
these beautiful surroundings for today's 
parade and prize-giving ceremony. 

I would like to welcome particularly the 
members of the graduating class of 1941. 
Since 1963 it has been a tradition of this 
college to invite former graduates to the 
graduation parade on the 50th anniver
sary of their own graduation. One reason 
it gives me particular pleasure to welcome 
them is that a member of staff during part 
of their time at the college was one Lieu
tenant Commander W. H. Harrington. 

The Naval College has changed in many 
ways since the class of 41 graduated. 
Probably the two most obvious are that 
the college has moved back from Cerberus 
to its original home here on the shores of 
Jervis Bay. This occurred in 1958. The 
second one of course is that young ladies 
are now in the student population (and 
have been for some time). But there have 
been many less tangible but far more fun
damental changes. Creswell has developed 
from being a college providing a second
ary education combined with a very strong 
maritime flavour indeed for young men 
aged between 13 and 16 through a stage 
where it provided a tertiary education 
again coupled with a strong maritime fla
vour for young men ranging in age up to 
about 23. 

Today however tertiary education 
within the services is conducted primarily 
at the Defence Force Academy in 
Canberra. Creswell 's role is now to pro
vide professional naval training for Junior 
Officers so they may meet their commit
ments as Officers throughout the Navy no 
matter what their background or specialis
ation. 

The training provided by Creswell has 
been adapted and is continuing to be so 
in order to remain relevant to the needs 
of today's navy and also to take account 
of the backgrounds and experiences of 
those who are under training. The train-
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ing covers a wide variety of general Navy 
subjects. Professional excellence is de
manded and none of the changes that 
ha ve occurred at the college, (or in the 
Navy for that matter) since 1941 has 
meant a lessening in the high standards 
that have been demanded of Naval Offi
cers and hence the graduates of this estab
lishment. 

The qualities of Leadership, Loyalty, 
Integrity, Responsibility and Initiative 
with which all students have been im
bued, no matter when they attended 
Creswell remain as valid to today's Naval 
Officer as they were to those who gradu
ated in 1941 and before. The college has 
a proud history and most of the great 
Naval leaders of the RAN have graduated 
from here. And it is with considerable 
sadness that I note that the funeral of the 
late Rear Admiral Showers occurred last 
week. He was the longest surviving mem
ber of the first intake into the college in 
1913 and was one of three officers of that 
intake to reach flag rank. The week before 
however, I was honoured to be presented 
with the medals of Vice Admiral Sir John 
Collins who was also a member of that 
intake. They were presented by Lady 
Collins who stated that the college had a 
special place in her husband's heart, and 
she was sure that this is where he would 
like his medals retained. They are now on 
display in the historical collection, a place 
I commend to all of you to visit whilst 
you are here. 

Trainees at Creswell now come from a 
wide variety of academic and professional 
backgrounds. We run a myriad of short 
courses. There are however, three major 
courses. Officers who join the Navy for a 
short service commission undertake their 
initial Officer training at Creswell. Most 
are either former Junior Sailors or have 
completed a tertiary education at a civil
ian institution either before joining the 
Navy, or having been sponsored by the 
Navy for the final part of their degree 
studies. These Officers undertake a 24 
week training program consisting of a se-



ries of modules designed to equip them 
to cope with their broad responsibilities 
as Naval Officers. 

During their time at the Defence Acad
emy Naval Students spend a minimum of 
18 weeks at Creswell undertaking single 
service professional training during their 
academic semester breaks. After graduat
ing they return here for a further seven 
weeks professional training before pro
ceeding to other training establishments 
for application courses relevant to their 
specialisation. So in all, they have spent 
at least 25 weeks in Creswell before pro
ceeding to application courses. This train
ing coupled with the common military 
training they undertake with their Army 
and Air Force peers at the academy is, to 
all intents and purposes exactly the same 
professional training as that we give the 
short service Commission Officer. 

The third major course is designed for 
the former Senior Sailor making the tran
sition to Officer. Because they are more 
familiar with the ways of the Navy than 
their counterparts the course they under
take is somewhat shorter, nine weeks in 
fact. 

On parade today we have representa
tives from each of these forms of entry. 
In front of us stand the majority of young 
officers who have completed one of those 
courses of training at Creswell within the 
last year. This is the first time 
since Creswell assumed its present train
ing that officers have returned to Creswell 
for the parade and consequently it is the 
largest parade conducted for some time, 
if not the largest parade; some 75 officers 
have returned to Creswell for today hav
ing commenced, and in many cases, com
pleted the next phase of their training: 
That is their initial application courses. 
Unfortunately however, some officers have 
been unable to return because of the com
mitments of the ships to which they are 
now posted. The remainder of those on 
parade complete their training today and 
now move on to commence their appli
cation courses in one of seven different 
specialist areas. 

Creswell and those on courses derive 
considerable benefit from the variety of 
backgrounds possessed by the students and 
their different aspirations. But it does 
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provide its own challenges as the staff 
strive to bring everyone to essentially the 
same level without boring those who may 
have considerable experience in specific 
areas whilst at the same time not overex
tending those who may have no experi
ence in that area at all. The staff must set 
very high standards at all times, not just 
when giving formal instruction. This, I 
believe they have done pretty well over 
the last year and I wish to place on re
cord my thanks for the hard work of all 
Creswell personnel. But we as an organi
sation cannot afford to rest on our laurels. 
Much has to be done to ensure we keep 
on top of the changes that are occurring 
within the Navy-and there are many. 

The donors of the prizes about to be 
presented by the Chief of Naval Staff can 
be assured that their generosity in contin
uing to support the efforts of the Royal 
Australian Naval College is greatly appre
ciated. Those donors who are able to be 
with us today are especially welcome. In 
particular I would like to welcome the 
General Manager of Australian Defence 
Industries, Mr Keith Harris. ADI have 
decided to award a prize to the officer 
who, at the completion of application 
course (whether WEE, ME or SU), has 
demonstrated the greatest understanding 
of technical and logistic aspects of Naval 
Operations and Management. The prize 
takes the form of a midshipman's dirk 
and the first of these prizes will be pre
sented today. 

Before closing I would also like to wel
come the parents and friends of those on 
parade. I know many of you have trav
elled a long way to be here today. You 
have every right to be proud of the 
achievements of those in front of us now. 
They, I know, also value your presence 
here today. 

Finally on behalf of all of us here today 
I would like to compliment the ground 
staff and the many behind the scenes 
workers who have put so much effort into 
preparing the grounds and facilities for 
today's parade. I know that their efforts 
will be rewarded by your enjoyment of 
this special occasion. I now invite you Sir, 
to present prizes to the graduates. 



PARADE STATE 
PARADE COMMANDER 

Midshipman C. J. Huxtable, RAN 

Officer of the Guard 
Midshipman K. A. Reilly, RAN 

GUARD 
Second Officer of the Guard 

Midshipman W. K. Russell, RAN 

PETTY OFFICERS OF THE GUARD 
Midshipman A. J. Crocker, RAN 

Sub Lieutenant S. J. Hughes, RAN 

COLOUR PARTY 
Colour Officer 

Midshipman C. M. Cobb, RAN 
Colour Chief 

Midshipman J. M. Williams, RAN 

COLOUR ESCORT 
Midshipman R. A. Needham, RAN Sub Lieutenant B. L. Barry, RAN 

SQUAD LEADERS 
Sub Lieutenant M. Shindy, RAN 

Sub Lieutenant P. C. Baston, RAN 
Midshipman D. J. Robinson, RAN 

Midshipman S. K. Duffy, RAN 
Sub Lieutenant M. A. Gutteridge, RAN 

eNS presenting MIDN Ashley Ladner with the Queen 's Gold Medal at the 1991 Passing Out Parade. 
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PASSING OUT PARADE 1991-PRIZE WINNERS 

Sportsmans Prize for JNCC 14 
Sportsmans Prize for JNCC 15 

Junior Officers Common Training 
Deployment Prize 
(On behalf of HMAS Jervis Bay) 
Deployment Alpha 
Deployment Bravo 

Naval Historical Society Prize: 
JOCT 10 
JNCC 15 

Eric Elton Mayo Memorial Prize: 
SDOC 15 
SDOC 17 

W. H. Harrington Memorial Prize: 
SDOC 16 

US Institute of Victoria Prize: 
JOCT 10 
JOCT 11 

Commodore Sir James Ramsay Prize: 
JOCT 10 
JOCT 11 

US Naval Institute Prize: 
JNCC 14 
JNCC 15 

ADI Prize: 

Queen's Gold Medal 
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MIDN Bruce Willington 
SBL T Steve Zakaria 

MIDN Peter Worboyes 
SBL T Brendan Barry 

SBL T Stacy McClelland 
SBL T Andrew Staal 

SBL T Michael Bragg 
SBLT Beverley Murphy 

SBL T Steve Retallack 

MIDN Wayne Errington 
SBL T Andrew Staal 

MIDN Lyle Holt 
SBL T Brendan Barry 

MIDN Ashley Ladner 
MIDN Charles Huxtable 

SBL T Glenn Stringer 

MIDN Ashley Ladner 



The Prizewinners of the 1991 Passing Out Parade with CNS, V ADM I. MacDougall, AO, RAN and the 
Commanding Officer HMAS Creswell, Captain C. S. H. Harrington, RAN. 
(L la R): SBLT Barry, MIDN Worboyes, MIDN Willington , SBLT Zakaria, SBLT Stringer, CAPT Harring

ton , VADM MacDougall, SBLT Murphy, MIDN Ladner (face obscured), SBL T McClelland and 
MIDN Huxtable. 
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COURSE REPORTS 
SLoe 10 

Farncomb was proud, Collins was proud 
and, by George, would the staff of HMAS 
Creswell make sure the members of SLOC 
10 were proud too!! Events certainly be
gan with a fizzle as our small course num
ber of 19 dropped by one with the 
departure of one of the IT's by stand-easy 
on the first day! 

So began the four weeks of the Initial 
Training Period in August 1990, during 
which our Divisional Officer, Lieutenant 
Putt man was determined to either make 
or break us. With rounds lasting two and 
a half hours, 0530 starts, no leave and 
endless hours of spit-polishing and iron
ing, it was by no means a relieved 18 
people who finally made it to Character 
Guidance by week 5. For one trainee kit 
musters had been really testing his char
acter!! 

Upon our return, having thoroughly en
joyed our week away from Cr:swell 
(helped immensely no doubt by the mtro
duction of wine at dinner) we returned to 
the academics. Subjects such as Naval 
History, Survival at Sea, ~ess~ge Writing 
and Written CommunIcatIons were 
tackled by us all. 

It was not all hard work though and 
several of the younger members of the 
group found themselves as escorts for the. 
local lassies at their debutant balls. The 
highlight of these social occasions was the 
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somewhat dubious return of our heroic 
lads via the local garbage truck at 0630 
one Saturday morning. 

The annual Exped to Yalwal was con
ducted amidst much moaning and groan
ing and was marked by the academy award 
performance of one of the trainees who 
had apparently broken his leg. The most 
fun to be had was watching trainees try 
to right the canoes and developing the art 
of bartering and bribing for favorite rat 
pack items. 

'You'll be cold, wet and homesick we 
were told and boy did they keep their 
promise. Our favorite aspect of JOCT just 
had to be the night spent on the liferaft 
which was supposed to develop our rela
tionship as a group. Unfortunately we all 
climbed into the dark damp interior, 
scowled at each other and promptly went 
to sleep with nary a word of comradeship 
uttered. 

However during the Training Cruise 
onboard HMAS Jervis Bay group cohe
siveness began to glimmer. Keeping 'guts' 
watches in the engine room with a co
SLOC member does much for trainee re
lations!! 

November signalled the end of JOCT 
and four weeks of leave before we all 
returned for JNCC, it also sadly signified 
the posting out of our Divisional Senior 
Sailor Chief 'Blue' Harper who had 
worked long and hard on our behalf. 



SLOC 10 
Top row (L la R): MIDN C. C. Sargeant, OCDT S. Lomon, MIDN A. M. Moore, MIDN L. N. Holt , MIDN 

T. M. Bolitho, LEUT K. H. Puttman (Divisional Officer), MIDN T . M . Ayres, OCDT R . 
Mahiro, LEUT A. Brian-Davis; SBL T R. A. Gardiner 

Sealed (L la R): OCDT J . Kami , OCDT T. Berri , MIDN D. P. Penny, MIDN J. E. Stokes, SBLT S. A. 
McClelland, MIDN G. D. Winter, MIDN W. Errington, SBLT R. B. Halloran , SBLT A. 
W. Mannion 

SLoe 11 

The JOCT course was one designed to 
bring out and develop teamwork, as well 
as desirable personal and leadership qual
ities in the newly recruited officers. The 
initial training period that constituted the 
first four weeks of the course, presented 
all the Junior Officers Under Training 
(lOUT) with a physical, mental and emo
tional challenge. Perhaps the most impor
tant professional attribute to be developed 
during this period was the ability to prior
itise tasks and to practice effective time 
management. 

The course was characterised by early 
morning activities, divisions, sport , boat 
work, rounds, debating and classroom les
sons. Due to the sheer volume of work 
and commitments we were presented with, 
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we were forced to rely on each other so 
as to simply complete what was required . 
As a consequence, we saw divisions draw 
together as single units and observed the 
forging of strong genuine friendships. 

Interspersed through the 17 week JOCT 
course, JOUT had the opportunity to ex
perience a one week expedition, one week 
of character guidance, a one week NBCD 
Course, a week at the rifle range and a 
one month training cruise on the mighty 
warship, HMAS Jervis Bay. 

The expedition, while serving the pur
pose of strengthening our leadership qual
ities, also provided the appropriate 
atmosphere and setting to allow each of 
us to become more aware of others idio
synchrasies, and as a consequence, it 
paved the way for the breaking down of 
many apparent personality clash barriers. 



The week of character guidance truly 
gave meaning to the saying, 'eat, sleep 
and be merry' . I was amazed to see how 
open people were prepared to be during 
this week and how, deep down below each 
person's individual image, most of us had 
the same basic values. The week provided 
an excellent opportunity to reflect and as
sess how we felt about issues that we were 
confronted with every day, or those which 
we may be confronted with in the future. 

The training cruise was of great benefit 
in that it provided the lOUT with a basic 
introduction to life at sea. It was ideal for 
consolidating the theory presented in 
classroom lessons. However, looking back 
at it now, and considering the amount of 
scrubbing and cleaning we did onboard 
HMAS Jervis Bay, I feel confident in say-

SLOC IIA 

ing that by the culmination of the cruise, 
the training staff could rest assured that 
the lOUT could not really benefit much 
more from those wonderful character 
building exercises. 

Ultimately, the course was cram-packed 
with challenges, moments of exhilaration 
and moments of frustration. It was high
lighted by many laughs, comradery, com
petitiveness and good times with new 
found life-time friends. The fact that there 
was such a diversity in our backgrounds 
provided the ideal opportunity to learn 
about and appreciate many different fields 
of knowledge. 

I am sure that the lOCT course was 
instrumental in moulding each and every
one of its graduates, into more prepared 
and competent naval officers. 

Back Row (L to R): A. Mullan, Martin Baker, P. Ford , P . O 'Brien, C. Huxtable, C. Teal , A. Nixon , C. 
Jones, C. Cobb 

Middle Row (L to R): A. Needham , P. Worboyes, P. Baston, W. Russell , J . Wright, P. Macias, D. Perry, 
J. Cope 

Front Row (L to R): L. Turner, D . Robinson , S. Davie, M . Snowdon, M. Shindy, A. Glachan, G. McEwan, 
S. Andrews 

57 



VI 
00 

SLoe liB 
Back Row (L to R): M. McGregor, G. Miller, D. Straton, D. Adam, J. Lilburne, L. Bogers, D. Donohue, D. James, D. Belfield, A. Staal 
Middle Row (L to R): K. Reilly, C. Bulloch, S. Dunne, B. Christensen, J. Williams, S. Duffy, B. Barry, P. Hince, M. Roberts 
Front Row (L to R): S. Zakaria, P. Langford , S. Shanks, C. Walton, L. Jolly, T . Bainbridge, H. Pothoulakis, T. Nguyen, G. Schmitt, Mark Baker 



SDOC 13 

The thirteenth SDOC started out much 
like any other Navy course. Seventeen en
thusiastic course members, boasting a 
combined total of over 200 years Naval 
experience, gathered in Dowling House 
common room on Sunday 7 January 1990 
for a brief by the course officer, Lieuten
ant Andy ('Don't be early, don't be late') 
Shearman. On the following day the Com
manding Officer, Training Commander 
and Chief Instructor each gave a further 
brief and individual instructors intro
duced their subjects with a brief brief. 

Having been so thoroughly briefed, 
course members quickly assimilated with 
the College and training routine. How
ever, the course program, which included 
full days at the College followed by com
puter studies in Nowra on three nights .a 
week, precluded participation in many ?I
visional activities. Nevertheless, despIte 
the course programmer's efforts to make 
effecti ve training use of our every waking 
moment there was some time· left to so
cialise a~d participate in sporting acti vi
ties with the staff and other JOUTs. 

Among the more notable sporting events 
for the course was the annual Creswell 
Triathalon. Eight course members com
peted as part of the nine-man War?room 
team and while the Wardroom faIled to 
featu~e among the prize winners, they did 
take third place in the team event and all 
participants finished with good times. 
SDOC members also competed in the 
Athletics carnival, within their respective 

di visions: again missing out on the prizes 
by mere seconds or millimet~r~. . . 

Bushwalking and other actIvItIes In the 
Yalwal state park during week five offered 
a further break from the rigors of the 
classroom routine and mundane sunny 
weather: it rained on every day. The sun 
did manage brief appearances on the first 
day, generating enough heat to ens~re 
walking paths were frequently occupIed 
by snakes. Fortunately, most of those en
countered made hasty departures. The one 
exception was a death adder which re
mained patiently stationary while a fear
less course member, insisting it was a 
lizard, prodded it with a folded map look
ing for its legs. 

On return from the death march (also 
known as adventure training) course 
members enjoyed the weekend in the 
Wardroom, with their wives as guests. 
This marked the transition from Gun
room to Wardroom status and a turning 
point for wives as well as course mem
bers. 

At the time of writing there remains 
only one day before the Passing Out Pa
rade and the departure of the Navy's lat
est SD officers to new and undoubtedly 

. successful fulfilling careers. Those re~a.in
ing at HMAS Creswell for EX~C traI~In~ 
shall continue to look for the spare tIme 
which the Training Commander men
tioned in his course brief, but we never 
found. 
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SDOC 13 
Standing (L to R): SBL T Wandner, SBL T Burton, S,BLT Legge, SBLT Clarke, SBL T Goodenough, SBL T 

Franklin, SBL T Froome, SBL T Slmpson, SBL T Carroll 
Seated (L to R): SBLT Woods, LEUT Shearman (Course Officer), SBLT Blume 

SDOC 14 

SDOC 14 commenced on the 17th of June 
1990. The course members consisted of 8 
budding WEEO's, one budding commu
nicator and two Air Traffic Controllers. 
For the first four weeks we used many 
cans of spray starch, shoe polish (parade 
gloss), and washing powder to get o~r 
uniforms up to scratch. For many of us It 
was like turning the clock back to our 
recruit training days. 

We managed through all this to get some 
free nights, which were spent in the Gun
room, doing ENT. One highlight of this 
was SBL T Al Legge's birthday celebra
tion when he gave a personal recitation 
standing on the bar, trying not to lose his 
birthday cake. 

Week five saw us journeying to Yawal 
Valley for exped. The operative words for 
the week were, 'Keep your sense of hu
mour', which was hard when your 

60 

'Hutchie' was being lashed by 40 knot 
winds flooded and for the fourth day in 
a row' you were greeted by chicken and 
vegetables from E type rat packs. 

Week seven we had our characters 
'Guided' at Goulburn. Everyone enjoyed 
this part of the course especially writing 
our own obituaries. 

Throughout the course we enjoyed cop
ious amounts of sport. SDOC 14 mem
bers forming the backbone of most 
divisional sports teams, as usual leading 
from the front. 

Completion of week nine saw all 11 of 
us pass out, being the best division on the 
passing out parade. We all left Creswell 
with fond memories with new found 
friends, and less body fat. 



SDOC 14 . SBLT 
Standing (L to R): SBLT Thompson, SBLT Spehr, SBL T Faulkner, SBL T Thurston, SBL T Bliss, 

Booth, SBLT Sherratt, SBLT Nixon, SBLT Rowe, LEUT Norton, SBL T ~ranford 
Seated (L to R): LEUT Davies, SBL T Kelly, SBL T O'Connor, SBLT Tedman, SBL T CollInson, LEUT 

Cowley 

SDOC 15 

Never a more unlikely looking group of 
Officers have you seen than those who 
undertook SOOC 15. Still reeling from 
the effects that so few could inflict, it's 
almost too painful to put words to paper. 
None-the-Iess, there is a good side to every 
story and for this one it was Friday 16 
November 1990, the date they left!! 

It all began on Sunday 16 September 
1990 when seven not so young newly pro
moted SO Officers joined HMAS Creswell 
for SOOC 15. Five old, bold, fearless ex
stokers, an ex-stores 'keeper' and, an ex 
seaman type (and a Pommie to boot). Put 
five stokers together anywhere and you've 
got trouble, mix them with the others and 
you have a potential disaster. Mind you, 
the Wardroom bar profits increased sub
stantially over the period of their stay. 
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Perhaps the biggest highlight of the 
course came whilst on Exped. The gruell
ing 12 km walk soon took its toll with 
blistered feet the order of the day, not to 
mention a few missing dummies and a 
few profanities never heard before. They 
may not have been able to keep a raft 
together all that well, or get themselves 
back into upturned canoes very easily, but 
when it came to keeping warm the old 
stoker ingenuity came to the fore. Using 
112 an old discarded drum they fashioned 
themselves a wood heater to dry wet 
clothes and keep warm. Very effective they 
said, but then what else would they say. 

Their return to civilisation saw their 
spirits rise, it seems there's nothing better 
than a hot shower and decent food after 
roughing it for a week in the bush. Then 
again, a cold beer didn't seem to go astray 
either. 



Perhaps the biggest challenge for many 
of them was in the classroom en viron
ment where many an interesting subject 
was covered. Coming to grips with the 
written word and realising that it was now 
the tool they would use more often than 
not was quite a shock. However they all 
managed to remember how to spell their 
names (with a little help) by the time the 
course finished. 

SDOC 15 

Needless to say we now all sleep easy 
knowing that SDOC 15 is in the past and 
the lads have moved on to greener pas
tures. Beware, however, the day when 
Timber, Mick, Pop, Spike, Bill, Doug and 
Hoges get together again for you can be 
sure that while in a Crouch, Timber will 
Spike. Pop and Bill and Hoges will Bragg 
about it. 

Back Row (L to R): SBL T Lantry, SBL T Hogan, SBLT Barrett 
Front Row (L to R): SBL T Mills, SBLT Crouch, LEUT Shearman (Course Officer), SBL T lones 

SDOC 16 

The Special Duties Officer Course (SDOC) 
No 16 commenced on Monday 7 January 
1991 and completed on Friday 8 March 
1991. There were many highlights associ
ated with this course which left us with 
many fond memories and lasting friend
ships. The course was unique from the 
outset, it was the first time since the 
adoption of the nine week SDOC syllabus 
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that RMIT graduates were included in 
this particular course. This meant there 
was a wide variety of personalities with 
various degrees of experience. 

From the outset the going was tough 
with high standards to be achieved in and 
out of the classroom. Many spit polishing 
sessions occurred over the period, some
thing which many of the course had al
most forgotten. None-the-Iess with our 
course officer's continual encouragement 



we soon found old techniques that pro
duced the necessary results. 

From spit polishing to service writing 
to drill and ceremony, nothing or no one 
was more feared that the college steward 
armed with the dreaded 'Red' Card. For 
some of us, especially the submariner, the 
watchful eyes of the college stewards over 
our table etiquette constantly reminded us 
of our previously unchecked bad habits. 
A challenge some of us managed to meet. 

Perhaps the biggest highlight of the 
course was working extra long hours to 
allow us the opportunity to take part in 
the adventure training expeditions along 
with other junior officers also on course 
at Creswell. The expeditions undertaken 
during the last two weeks of the course 

SDOC 16 

saw us departing in all different direc
tions. Some of us undertook a gruelling 
trek through Katherine Gorge in the mid
dle of the biggest wet season in 10 years 
while others took a more leisurely stroll 
through Tasmania, not forgetting those 
that went canoeing along the Shoalhaven, 
Scuba diving off Magnetic Island, horse 
riding through the 'Snowies' and bush 
walking through the Victorian Alps. 
Needless to say we now all have many a 
yarn to tell our grandchildren of our ad
venturous training and our time spent at 
HMAS Creswell where many a hair was 
lost or turned grey in our attempt to be
come naval officers. 

Back Row (L to R): SBLT R. J. Moller, SBLT G. D. Stringer, SBLT D. R. Speight, LEUT D. E. Mouser, 
SBLT G . E. Pershouse, SBLT S. J. Retallack, SBLT G . A. McKenzie, SBLT G. A. 
Exton, SBL T A. Eenink 

Front Row (L to R): SBLT A. J. Fowler, SBLT J. S. Lodder, SBLT W. M. Gray, SBLT L. P. J. Gaha, 
LEUT G. J. Koehler (Course Officer), SBLT C. A. Broughton, SBLT B. D. Nitschinsk, 
SBL T R. W. Anderson, SBL T G . L. Duncan 
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SDOC 17-RISE ABOVE IT! 

SDOC 17 ROLL CALL 

SBL T'S Keith DeGraauw 
Maryanne Gates 
Mark Gutteridge 
Bev Murphy 
Eb Roesch 
Adrian Rogers 
Peter Walsh 
Mal Waugh 

On 10 June 1991 these eight brand new 
Sub Lieutenants came from all over 
Australia to undertake Special Duties 
Officers Course (SDOC) 1 7 at HMAS 
Creswell. These individuals are scheduled 
for great things in the Executive Marine 
Engineering and Electrical Engineering 
fields. But first, nine weeks of SDOC in
cluding the Junior Officers Staff Co~rse. 
SDOC course modules included Officer-of 
t~~ ~ay and Divisional Officer responsi
bIlItIes, Supply and Administration Lead
ership and others. However, at the 'end of 
w.ee~ three came the greatest challenge, 
PIttIng man against the elements: the 
exped. 

Day One 

On day one we rose, bleary-eyed and be
fore the sparrows, to eat what might be 
our last meal before setting off into the 
unknown. Vehicles were loaded and we 
set off on our first major challenge; to find 
a back-road to Tullowa Dam, on the 
Shoalhaven River. After much consulta
tion with maps we eventually found our 
way, though not without several false starts 
and som.e impromptu bush-bashing. 

The aIm of the first morning's activity 
was to familiarise us with the Canadian 
canoes and how they handled in the water. 
We paired up and paddled up-river in the 
dam itself, above the spillway. This was a 
pleasant journey, with beautiful scenery 
and not-too-taxing paddling. After a 
couple of kilometres we turned back to 
the entry point, hauled out the canoes and 
carried them overland to a point just be
low the spillway, where the real adventure 
would begin. 

Our first 'white water' was encountered 
within seconds of entering the river below 
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the spillway. Of the five canoes three 
came to grief at this point, giv{ng the 
occupants their first taste of the freezing 
water. Even those canoes which didn't 
overturn still took on a fair amount of 
water, so no-one escaped scott-free. 

This initial experience set the tone for 
the next several rapids, with at least one 
canoe coming to grief every time. After 
their fourth immersion in a row it was 
decided that Mark and Peter ';ere too 
heavy to be in the same canoe. They kept 
sinking! They were then separated: Mark 
was paired with Maryanne, while Peter 
shared a canoe with me. We ladies mut
tered under our breath about what would 
happen to the gentlemen in question if we 
ended up in the water. Fortunately it 
didn't happen. ' 

We left the water late in the afternoon 
to rendezvous with the support crew and 
set up camp for the night. The support 
staff had had a rough time of it them
selves, having to build rough tracks to get 
the four-wheel drive vehicles to the meet
ing place. 

Day Two 

Activity for day two commenced with 
a supreme challenge-abseiling. The 
p~ospect ?f this adventure was greeted 
~Ith varYIng. degrees of enthusiasm, rang
Ing from slIght apprehension to abject 
terror. 
. Prior to our departure from the camp

SIte, the PT staff briefed everyone on the 
aspects of abseiling, familiarising us with 
the equipment and detailed some safety 
do's an? don'ts. At this stage, most people 
felt qUIte calm about the proceedings, 
although there were one or two slightly 
pale faces. 

The cliff chosen for the 'beginner's slope' 
was located across the other side of the 
river from the campsite. We canoed across 
and then commenced the first of the 'hard 
parts', climbing up the selected mountain 
(well, it looked big!). At that point, most 
p~ople decided that abseiling down the 
clIff would be far easier than trying to 
climb back down the way we came. 

Once we arrived at the top of the cliff, 
the support staff set up the lines and our 
extremely brave course officer, LEUT Greg 



Koehler, tested them. It was then time for 
the lambs to be led to the slaughter. One 
by one we inched our way down the cliff 
with the skill of the PT staff evidenced b; 
the fact that all participants survived. A 
few unorthodox methods of descent were 
attempted-Peter tried it upside down
but everyone enjoyed (?) it enough to try 
it at least twice. 

Unfortunately, the weather deteriorated 
before we could move on to a more chal
lenging cliff, and the abseiling had to be 
abandoned for the day. We returned to 
the campsite and, once the weather eased 
spent the afternoon doing leadership evo~ 
lutions and map-reading exercises. 

That night CPO 'Bones' Sutton and his 
able assistants attempted to exercise our 
mental capacities by introducing us to 
such fireside entertainment as 'tapping the 
stick', 'bunnies around the hole' and other 
exercises in frustration . 

SDOC 17 

Day Three 

Next morning, we set off down-river for 
the last time. White water encountered 
was not as heavy as on previous occa
sions, but there were still some 'sense of 
humour failures' after the occasional 
dumping. I didn't see the problem, be
cause I was the only one who didn't fall 
in the river. Several course members 
threatened to remedy the situation 
though. By the time a halt was called ' 
everyone was looking forward to a long: 
hot shower. 
Alth~ugh i~ was ?nly a short, three-day 

exped, It achIeved Its aims. Course mem
be~s 'bonded' well as a group, we achieved 
thmgs we hadn't tried before, maintained 
~he fitness level and had a good time doing 
It. 

Back Row (L to R): SBLT M. K. Waugh, SBLT P. D. Walsh, SBLT M. A. Gutteridge, SBLT E. G. Roesch 
Front Row (L to R): SBLT A. Rogers, SBLT B. L. Murphy, LEUT G. 1. Koehler (Course Officer) SBLT 

M. A. Gates, SBL T C. E. Degraauw ' 
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SSOC 9 

On 15 January 1990 HMAS Creswell be
gan training twelve new officers in tradi
tions passed down through centuries and 
with modern naval technology. This mix
ture of new things and old was SSOC 9. 
LEUT Andy Shearman was the Course 
Officer and it was his task to try to trans
form the twelve from oddities to officers. 

The last person in history to attempt 
such a feat with twelve, died trying. LEUT 
Shearman succeeded in his task and man
aged to hang onto his life at the same 
time. 

Andy had a little help though! He had 
two chaplains on course. The group were 
well constructed through the expertise of 
their ex-army engineer, and the four doc
tors and a nurse tended to all the wounds. 
The three dentists kept the group smiling 
healthily while the legal eagle made sure 
it all was done by the book. 

SSOC 9 was a happy mix of profession
als and hopefuls and these traits were 
exercised in classrooms and cliff faces, the 
sea and the sky, the parade ground and 
the Wardroom. 

LEUT Kate Moffatt summed up the 
group's contribution to HMAS Creswell in 
her poetic presentation at their training 
mess dinner. 

SSOC 9 

Little did I realise 
When I signed up on the day, 
That soon I would be heading off 
To a place called Jervis Bay. 
To learn to march and dress and eat 
And really tow the line, 
With eleven other novices 
On the SSOC 9. 

A mixed and varied bunch we were 
With skills and talents many. 
But when it came to Navy rules 
I doubt if we knew any. 
And when we donned our uniforms 
We had a lot to learn, 
With Andy on the lookout 
For those who go astern. 

66 

The chaplains were quite humorous 
And keen at repartee 
With Richard Roman Catholic 
And Mark C. of E. 
The doctors matched each other 
With tales of blood and gore, 
And Dale could keep us well informed 
When it came to points of law. 

Three dentists, nurse and engineer 
Made the team complete, 
And when it came to marching 
We all had two left feet. 
For the job of class leader 
We thought Rob could fit the bill, 
But he just confused all of us 
With some old Army drill. 

The first weekend was Exped
We must have walked for miles. 
The guys then built the Taj Mahal 
Which brought a lot of smiles. 
Of abseilling and caving 
We overcame our fright, 
Then sat around the campfire 
Counting bunnies all that night. 

The second week's great highlight 
Was the helicopter winch. 
They threw us into Jervis Bay 
With little time to flinch. 
The fossie's fear of sharks 
Made them first towards the line. 
Despite the cold and noise and spray 
We all came through just fine. 

Next came our chance to try our skill 
Upon the rifle range. 
Shooting pistols and machine guns 
For most of us was strange. 
Whilst between our two padres, 
The lead was flying hot. 
T'was plain to see that dentist Craig's 
By far our surest shot. 

O'er the past three weeks I hope 
Our group has livened up the place 
In dancing, pool and cocktails 
We really set the pace. 
And as our course draws to a close, 
We bid a fond farewell, 
To Andy, Bones and all the crew 
At HMAS Creswell 



SSOC 9 
Standing (L to R): LCDR Basford, LEUT Step hens, LEUT Bridgeman, LEUT B. Jones, LEUT C. Jones, 

CHAP Walbank, LEUT Burrow, LEUT Walsh 
Seated (L to R): CHAP Thompson, LEUT M offatt , LEUT Lo, SBL T O'Shea 

SSOC IO-OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
'THE HEALTH SERVICES INVASION 

OF HMAS CRESWELL' 

Never before must Creswell have shud
dered as it did in anticipation of the ar
rival of SSOC 10. What a herculean task 
lay before our Divisional Officer Lieuten
ant Andy Shearman; how do you go about 
changing six civilian nurses and one ex
patriot Royal Navy Medical Administra
tor into something close to the pride of 
the fleet , or at least that the Fleet would 
find acceptable? 

Just to make matters worse, we arrived 
four days earlier than planned after our 
sea-ride on HMAS Success from Cerberus 
to Creswell was cancelled due to Saddam 
Hussein's manoeuvres in Kuwait. Still, 
Andy put that extra time to good use, and 
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probably found it a bonus in the long run. 
We even managed to observe a Passing 
Out Parade, prior to the official com
mencement of the course, which, after the 
initial bravado we felt on arrival, hum
bled us to our proper stations. 

After our initial period of grace and a 
weekend learning Naval Bar customs in 
the Wardroom, the trauma of becoming a 
Naval Officer began. What an ordeal! As 
if it wasn't enough to carry the taste of 
Parade Gloss in one's mouth all day fol
lowing the spit-polishing parties we held 
each evening, we also had to contend with 
marching, Early Morning Antagonism in 
the shape of the Chief PTI, service studies 
and firing lethal weapons. All routine for 
a Naval Officer, but a real shock to us. 
Thankfully, in our midst we had two ex 
Royal Navy Lieutenants and one ex sailor, 



who between them eased some confusion 
for us and ensured we were appropriately 
dressed each day. 

Perhaps the biggest test, for the girls at 
least, was the 5 km cross country. FIVE 
KILOMETRES? We girls wouldn't have 
even walked 5 km-wasn't that what cars 
were for? Then to top this off, we went 
on exped. If everything that had gone 
before wasn't enough, we were expected 
to jump off a perfectly solid cliff with only 
a piece of rope around our waists to the 
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cry which rang constantly in our ears for 
the five weeks 'its Character Building'. 

In retrospect, everyone had an enjoy
able and rewarding time, reaching at least 
one personal best, and emerged with more 
Character than they thought it was possi
ble for a person to cope with. When the 
dust from the invasion settled, I believe 
that Creswell were the victors and man
aged to beat into us the skills to cope 
with our duties. 

Standing (L to R): SBL T Ross, SBL T H. Smith, LEUT Brighton, LEUT L. Smith 
Seated (L to R): SBLT Fincke, SBL T Ashley, LEUT Shearman (Course Officer), SBL T Lefante 

SSOC 11 

'From the moment we arrived at the Col
lege we each knew, deep in our hearts, 
that in the weeks ahead, we would 
become the quintessential Naval 
Officers . the Pride of the Fleet. 
The Royal Australian Naval College has 
been passing out some of the worlds finest 
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Naval Officers for many, many years, 
and we weren't about to let them down.' 

The gallant young men of SSOC 11 
were unsurpassed in their dedication to 
duty, to strive to be the best they could 
be. Their Drill and Ceremonial was be
yond reproach, especially their sword drill 
which, fortunately for the rest of the Col
lege, was never unleashed on the Quarter-



deck. Their seamanship skills were finely 
honed-navigation, ropework, helmsman
ship, all nothing but a frivilous chore for 
these fine young men. Navigation-the 
ability to find ones way from our cabin to 
the bathroom, sorry 'heads'; Ropework
being able to tie our bow tie in a little 
over 13 seconds; and Helmsmanship-the 
ability to steer ourselves all over the river 
in a Canadian canoe. 

The ability to perform well under pres
sure is an admirable quality and it was 
this quality that was seen on many occa
sions. The most memorable example being 
when they were put to the test during a 
number of evolutions whilst on their ar
duous, gruelling, yet somewhat enjoyable 
Exped. These were completed with the 
utmost of ease in record time. No one has 
ever taken longer!! 

SSOC 11 

It's hard to attempt a comparison be
tween these future leaders of men and 
your average Junior Officer Under Train
ing. 'Work hard, play hard'. . that 
just about sums up the way of life the 
members of SSOC 11 lead. Their charac
ter, ambitions, dedication and indeed 
souls defy explanation, mere words can 
never do them justice. 

SSOC 11 was fortunate enough to com-
prise the following overachievers: 

LEUT Mark Brazier 
LEUT Mark McGowan 
LEUT Paul Healey 
LEUT Matt Blenkin 
LEUT Cli ve Purcell 
LEUT Scott Kitchener 
LEUT Matt Blenkin 

Back Row (L to R): LEUT C. A. H. Purcell, LEUT P. A. Healy, LEUT S. J. Kitchener 
Front Row (L to R): LEUT M. A. L. Brazier, LEUT G . J. Koehler (Course Officer), LEUT M. McGowan, 

LEUT M. R. B. Blenkin 
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SSOC 12-153 WAYS TO GET COLD 

We arrived at HMAS Creswell in a man
ner appropriate for such a motley 
crew. . on different days, by dif
ferent means, in unlikely gear. Short ones, 
tall ones, fat ones, skinny ones: SSOC 12 
had arrived! Like colourful fruits piling 
into a cannery, we were to come out on 
the belt as identical tins, all neatly la
belled. Cold, but uniform. Our shivery 
transformation was set to begin. 

Our little group comprised: a priest 
(Chaplain Peter Tinney); a computer sci
entistlhydrographer/instructor (MIDN 
Wayne Wood); two lawyers (LEUT's Ben 
Spurgin and Sophie York); two doctors 
(LEUT's Robyn Walker and Stirling Lee); 
and a mechanical engineer (SBL T Keith 
Hutton). We had motorbikes, sports cars 
and shopping cars. We wore leather, 
crosses, wigs and stethoscopes. They said, 
'You will be the same'. We scoffed. They 
decided on the cooler treatment, which 
worked so well on Steve McQueen in the 
Great Escape; except we wouldn't just be 
cold, we would be freezing. 

We arrived at Creswell in winter, so the 
swimming test was planned for the first 
week, lest the nip disappear from the water 
as Spring stole in. We walked down to 
the pier, clad in over-sized overalls. A 
chill wind sprang up in the morning air, 
lifting the hairs on our arms and dusting 
them with pert little bumps. We shivered 
involuntarily. The PTIs were clad head to 
toe in snuggly tracksuits with hoods. They 
tap-danced to keep the blood flowing, in 
warm dry sneakers. 'Don't drown because 
we won't be coming in after you', they 
called cheerily. We grimaced through 
clenched teeth, trying to control the chat
tering. 

We all passed, except for the one who 
sank, snap-frozen, to the floor of the 
ocean. We returned to the classroom, 
babbling in hypothermic euphoria. 

After this initiation, life which followed 
was paradise in contrast. Sure we were to 
get wet and cold a few hundred more 
times-but, spookily, we started to enjoy 
it! 

Our next foray into being frozen was 
Survival at Sea, taught by LSSE Mark 
French. Sophie leapt right into the raft 
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which was deliberately turned upside 
down (all the better to wet you with
method to the madness, etc); Stirling made 
a concerted effort to look like an uncon
scious survivor floating in the sea; Robyn 
feigned insanity far too convincingly and 
swam off somewhere with Salty (Wayne) 
bravely paddling after, to the rescue. To 
ensure that everyone did not miss out on 
the saturation effort, the raft had been 
filled with water by Mark French. Not
withstanding this-or the bodies hurling 
themselves into the sea left, right and 
centre-Ben had a suspiciously dry shirt 
at the end of the day. 

Eventually the chopper arrived and 
winched us all to exhilarating safety. 

Firefighting was next, only this time we 
smoke-walked as well-so although wet, 
we were not always cold. Only two of us 
got burnt. 

One of the most memorable times dur
ing our stay at Creswell was our 'Bush 
Exped'. We canoed down and camped 
along the Shoalhaven River. Our inexpe
rience caused some to go into the drink 
on the first rapids. It became a matter of 
pride not to admit that being overturned 
was the most irritating thing that had 
happened to you all year. Stirling changed 
partners with alacrity, wetting all of them 
with precision. Not satisfied with upend
ing his own craft, he gunned for Robyn's 
and Ben's with a determined glint in his 
eye and new strength in his paddle strokes. 
It was a decidedly soaking and unim
pressed Robyn who banned Sterling from 
the territorial waters of her canoe. 

After a night of imaginative hoochie 
creations, inane stick-tapping (the spe
cialty of LCDR Jones) and communal in
cineration of our damp clothes over the 
fire, we set off to abseil. The PTIs (Marty 
and Ken) were magnificent at this point, 
patiently coaxing pale, sweaty Short-Sox 
and Rockies over the cliff. We were later 
to dream about it, in the little time we 
had to dream-because that night was 
our rescue attempt of 'SBLT Life-jacket', 
a no-hoper who had landed in a tree in 
the dark after being shot down by the 
enemy. We left him there to think about 
what he had done and said 'woof, woof 
to each other on the beach in the dark, 
whilst the PTIs sniggered. 



Apart from the rigorous, exciting activ
ities were the more routine ones. Orill 
became a regular pleasure with PO Field
house. In the first week we witnessed the 
humane side of the Navy: the plovers' 
nest on the quarterdeck was boldly staked 
out with red pennants, lest an errant 
marcher stumble into their exposed home! 
By the end of the course most of us were 
accomplished squad drivers-with one 
five foot two exception! 

There were spit-polish classes by night" 
where we fell asleep to padawax fumes 
after learning RANORGS, POAC and 
WRITTEN COMMS; and classes by day, 
where Stirling exercised his inside-eyelid
reading skills. There were trips to Nowra, 
where Ben looked completely baffled at 
our hysterics. 

The indoor soccer saw our Padre belt
ing out the ball, to take Short Sox to 
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victory over the experienced PTIs! 
Then there were the dinners in the 

Wardroom where we were all full of 
stories and even our Keith spoke. 

We learnt more acronyms than there 
are letters in the alphabet, we had an 
anthem (the 'Skippy' theme) and we had 
Stirling tell an inspecting officer that the 
squad on parade were 'SSOC-12 on pa
role'. Stirling later sought to outblink the 
XO and had a whole squad behind him, 
willing him to salute, with every pore. 

Finally, we had Greg Koehler as our 
pied piper to whose tune we danced mer
rily. He assured us that our step was far 
more in time than when we first arrived. 
We were no identical jam tins by the end 
but we had been transformed nonetheless. 
In those early days we had provided much 
comic 'relief for the staffi Oh yes, 
Creswellloved us. And we loved Creswell. 

Back Row (L to R): SBLT K. D. Hutton, MIDN W. D. K. Wood, LE UT S. Y. Lee, LEUT B. B. Spurgin 
Front Row (L to R): LE UT R. M. Walker, CHAP P. D. Tinney, LEUT G. J. Koehler (Course Officer), 

LEUT M. S. C. York 
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SOLD 1/91 
(L lo R): LEUT R. L. Burridge, LEUT O. F. Winkleman, LE UT G. J. Koehler (Course Officer), LE UT 

W. H. Stokes 

SOLD 2/91 
(L lo R): LEUT M. J. Stubbs, LEUT C. D. Gallagher, LEUT G. J . Koehler (Course Officer), LEUT W. K. 

McMillan 
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FOSLEX 1/91 
Standing (L to R): R. Ngui , P. Ferdinan, V. Iusitini, P. Orbille 
Seated (L to R): T. Edward, P. Stokes (Course Officer), M. Wilson 

ROOC 19-CHAPLAIN'S ACCOUNT 
OF RESERVE OFFICERS 
ORIENTATION COURSE 

How can one describe two weeks at 
HMAS Creswell attending the Reserve Of
ficers Orientation Course CROOC 19). To 
come with no prior knowledge or expec
tations can be a mind broadening experi
ence to say the least. Take a varied group 
of people: Accountants, Architects, Mer
chant Service Officer; a Student, Vicar, 
Barrister and Engineer and you have 
ROOC 19. 

In two weeks we were drilled till our 
feet knew what they should be doing. We 
were lectured on etiquette and ceremon
ial, dress and bearing. We also had lec
tures on official letter writing, minutes, 
and forms, signal writing and a small arms 
shoot. With six o'clock starts for PT or 
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drill-it's a shock to the civilian system. 
The 0800 hours ceremony of colours is a 
stirring experience and will be long re
membered-even if saluting was not quite 
correct at first. 

As if all this wasn't enough for two 
weeks, we were taken into the wilds of 
Yalwal for a weekend under canvas, or 
more correctly 'hoochies' built for people 
of a much smaller stature than myself, as 
were the sleeping bags. To say nothing of 
the rations of which I shall say nothing. 
This Exped was an experience. Marching 
with packs up a mountain only to be told 
that it was abseiling time and for we first 
timers, the thought of backing over a cliff 
was enough to throw the whole thing in, 
but persevere we did and all went down, 
many coming right back for more. With 
a number of leadership evolutions thrown 



into the weekend, it was both a learning 
and socially rewarding time with many of 
us achieving firsts we never thought 
possible. 

The highlight of the course must have 
been the wet-winch. After a days lecture 
on survival at sea, the real test came when 
cast adrift in our life raft in Jervis Bay. 
We awaited the appearance on the hori
zon of our rescuer in the form of a Sea 
Hawk helicopter. As tension levels rose in 
our life raft the Sea Hawk came closer to 
make its final approach to us. With noise 
levels increasing, and the wash from the 
rotor approaching us we made ready our 
rescue. With strop in place I made my 
ascent. Smooth and quick, this Padre shot 
heavenward-only at the halfway mark 
questioning himself just what in the world 
he was doing here. 

Arriving at the Sea Hawks door, en
trance was quickly effected and before 
knowing what had happened and with 
heart still pounding with excitement I was 
able to enjoy a close up view the $40 
million worth of high technology. With 
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another two 'survivors' rescued we were 
gently bought back to earth on the Quar
terdeck of HMAS Creswell. With two fur
ther trips made, all nine were rescued. 

This was the Sea Hawks first Wet-winch 
for trainees of the Naval college, and for 
we who took place in this historic event 
will long remember the excitement, the 
nerves, the noise and the sheer skill of the 
air crew. 

It is a tribute to the personnel of HMAS 
Creswell and our ROOC 19 group that 
the two weeks were of such value as well 
as enjoyment. 

Members of the ROOC 19 course were: 
SBL T Robert Gardiner, RANR (HMAS 
Moreton), LEUT Shane Burke RANR 
(HMAS Moreton), SBLT Graham Ferris, 
RANR (HMAS Waterhen), SBL TRay 
Gibson, RANR (HMAS Waterhen), CHAP 
Russell Joyce, RANR (Unattached), SBLT 
Craig King, RANR (Unattached), SBL T 
Shane Mann, RANR (HMAS Huon), 
LEUT Michael Slattery, RANR (Unat
tached), SBLT John Webber, RANR (Un
attached). 

Standing (L to R): LE UT Slattery, LEUT Webber, LEUT King, SBL T Gardiner, LE UT Burke, SBL T 
Gibson, SBL T Mann 

Seated (L to R): CHAP Joyce, LCDR Chartier (Course Officer), SBL T Ferris 
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ROOC 20 
Back Row (L to R): M. Oliver, G . Mate,. M. Delooze, B. Johns, T. Cousin , C. Mackee, T. Slader 
Middle Row (L 10 R): S. Green, M. Muhamed, B. Hopkins, A. Surplice, L. B. Akee, M. Enns 
Front Row (L to R): A. Hunter, C. Wong, P. Faiz, R. A. Chartier (Course Officer), M. Sturgeon, M. Boquost, 

ROOC 21 
Back Row (L to R): D. Lynch , D. Smith, A. Nicholas, T. Hogan, C. Boundy 
Middle Row (L 10 R): P. Smith, P. CoBins, K. Greenwood, D. Allan, I. McKendrick 
Front Row (L 10 R): J. Webster, C. Creighton, R. Chartier (Course Officer), G. Webb, G. Bruce 
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ROOC 22 
Back Row (L to R): CHAP G. Watkinson, M. Thompson, R. McKnight, R. Partington, G. Kesteven , 

C. Hawkins, CHAP D. Izzard, R. Stevens 
Front Row (L to R): C. Hammerton, L. Toms, T. Miller, R. Chartier (Course Officer), L. Webb, 

P. O'Connell , W. Ives 
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JNCC 14A 
Standing (L to R): MIDN T . Craven, OCDT J. Kami, OCDT T. Berri , MIDN T. M. Bolitho, MIDN M. Nash , SBLT F. S. Peters, SBLT B. S. Steeie, MIDN 

B. J . Burrows, LEUT A. Brian-Davis, SBLT R. B. Halloran , MIDN W. Errington , SBLT J. C. Renwick 
Seated (L to R): SBLT C. Small horn , MIDN L. M. Ryan , MIDN W. A. Bullen, MIDN L. J. Batchler, MIDN K. A. Robson , MIDN R. J. Walsh, SBLT S. A. 

McCIelland, MIDN M. J. Cassar, MIDN T . J. Cruise, MIDN V. L. Godfrey, MIDN R. A. Virgona, SBL T R. Teuchert 



-..J 
00 

JNCC 14B 
Standing (L to R): MIDN A. M. Moore, SBL T B. O'Shannasy, SBL T B. D. Cannon, SBLT C. Bryant , SBLT A. W. Mannion, MIDN T. Evans, MIDN A. L. 

Ladner, SBLT R. Jarrod , SBL T G. J. Steel , MIDN G. D. Winter, SBLT R. A. Gardiner, MIDN L. N. Holt , MIDN B. L. Gately, SBL T L. 
A. Pappin , SBLT R. T. Milligan , MIDN C. C. Sargeant, MIDN D. P. Penny, MIDN T. M. Ayres, MIDN D. T. Dawson , SBLT G . K. 
Burney, SBLT A. T . Goldsworthy. 

Seated (L to R): OCDT T. Berri , MIDN R. S. Varga, MIDN B. Willington , MIDN L. F. Cronk, MIDN J. E. Stokes, MIDN M. A. Lomax, MIDN J . Y. 
Reynolds, MIDN A. D. Maher, MIDN D. Walker, OCDT S. Lomon 



JNCC 15A 
Back Row (L to R): S. Hughes, A. Gilbert, D . Adam, P. O'Brien, A. Staal , A. Burke, L. Bogers, C. Teal , 

J . Cope 
Middle Row (L to R): J . Wiltshire, H. Pothoulakis, S. Shanks, A. Boyle, W. Russell , P . Langford , M. Baker, 

P. Reynolds 
Front Row (L to R): S. Davie, P. Macias, A. Bate, P . Hince, S. Dunne, M. York, S. Andrews, P. Wesley 
Absent: D. Van Gelder, L. Jolly, M. McGregor, A. Needham 

JNCC 15B 
Back Row (L to R): D. Belfield, A. Powell, M. Harris, J. Hipwell , D. Straton, D. Donohue, A. Cracker, 

T . Bradford, G . Maynard 
Middle Row (L to R): J . Lilburne, P. Toohey, G. Payne, D. Banham, P. Worboyes, M. Roberts, C. Jones, 

S. Alexander 
Front Row (L to R): J. Williams, T . Nguyen , C. Walton , T. Bainbridge, M. Shindy, A. Glachan, S. Zakaria, 

J . Sandall 
Absent: B. Barry, C. Huxtable, G . Miller, B. Christensen 
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JNCC 15C 
Standing (L to R): SBLT Mullan , MIDN Reilly, MIDN Alien , MIDN Berryman, MIDN James, MIDN 

Curtis, MIDN Willson , MIDN Lord , MIDN Nixon, MIDN Robinson , MIDN Hewett, 
MIDN Duffy, MIDN Peel , MIDN Perry, MIDN Langford , SBL T Blunden, MIDN Ford 

Seated (L to R): MIDN Waye, MIDN Hyland, MIDN Taber, SBLT Wright, SBLT Snowdon, MIDN Fehon, 
MIDN Hollier, MIDN Schmitt, MIDN Turner 
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EXAC 14 
Back Row (L to R): P. Toohey, P. Reynolds, A. Bate, G. Payne, S. Hughes, L. Blunden , M. Hewett, R. Allen , M. Field , T. Willson 
Middle Row (L to R): J. Hipwell, A. Burke, T. Powell, D. Wesley, J . Sandall , D . Van Gelder, A. Crocker, B. Beyson, G. Maynard, T . Bradford, L. Langford 
Front Row (L to R): M. Curtis, M. York, R. Hollier, A. Waye, D. Byrne (Staff) P. Stokes (Staff), K. Richardson (ASO), F. Taber, J. Wiltshire, T. Lord 



EXAC 15 AlB 
Back Row (L to R): S. Alexander, G. Schmitt, P. Berryman, B. Barry, D. Banham, D. James 
Middle Row (L to R): P. Langford, C. Cobb, K. Reilly, M. Harris, H . Gates 
Front Row (L to R): C. Azzopardi , M. Fehon, D. Byrne (Staff), P. Stokes (Staff) , POSY G. Glaessner (Staff), 

L. Jolly 

EXAC 15C 
Back Row (L to R): N. Forrest, B. Christensen, P. Macias, C. Huxtable, C. Teal, M. Baker, S. Dunne, 

D. Donohue, R. McLaughlin 
Front Row (L to R): S. Davie, S. Andrews, C. Walton , D. Byrne (Staff), P. Stokes (Staff), POSY G . Glaessner 

(Staff), J . Williams, D. Adam 
Absent: MIDN J . Cope 
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JOSC 18/90 
Back Row (L to R): LEUT B. Hall, LEUT K. McCarron , Mr G . Doherty, LEUT D. Evans, LEUT A. King, 

Mr S. Foster 
Middle Row (L to R): LEUT L. Oakley, LEUT W. Hayward, Mr D. Dunlop, LEUT B. Ferrie, Mr R. 

Garside 
Front Row (L to R): LEUT C. Addison , LT A. Aziz, LCDR J. Fincham, LCDR A Hinge (OIC), LE UT T . 

Kenny (JOSC), LEUT E. Royal 

JOSC 19/90 
Back Row (L to R): SBLT P. Smith, Mr D. Drohan, LEUT D. Hill , LEUT D. Grove, Mr K. Eastaugffe, 

LEUT D. West 
Middle Row (L to R): Leut J. Beck, LEUT G. Redman, SBL T C. Cornell, LEUT L. Kennedy, SBL T A. 

Coogan, SBL T K. Sherratt, LEUT C. Dando 
Front Row (L to R): Mr D. Williams, SBLT R. Shawcross, LCDR A. Hinge (OIC JOSC), LEUT T. Kenny 

(CAO), CHAP D . Thiem, LEUT D. Gibbons 
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JOSC 20/91 
Back Row (L to R): LEUT R. Carinci , LEUT N. Cariton, Mr R. Barrie, SBLT M. Hogan, LEUT C. Jones, 

LEUT S. Wilkinson, SBLT D. Speight, LEUT D. Mahony, LEUT J. Hielscher 
Front Row (L to R): SBLT W. Malcolm, SBLT W. Hughes, LEUT A. Howell , LCDR A. Hinge (OIC), 

LEUT T. Kenny (CAO), SBLT A. Goodall, Leut S. Crowley, LE UT P. Thompson 

JOSC 22 COURSE REPORT 

JOSC 22 was different in having an un
usual mixture of victims. These poor un
fortunates are laughingly referred to as 
students by the fiendish JOSC staff. The 
course was the first to include SD and 
SDLD officers with the usual motley col
lection of imported officers and civilians. 
This made the character of the course 
rather more mature than is the norm, and 
we worked out that we had about 260 
years of Naval experience on the course. 

This made for fewer of the usual blun
ders and a lot of amazing and scarcely 
credible 'warries', but at least the civvies 
were impressed. The dreaded JOSC staff 
were reduced to sorrow by the high qual
ity of the daily strategic briefs and other 
exercises, for they had no mistakes to 
correct or mistake makers to castigate. 
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Fortunately the Cardplayer From Hell, 
Gus, Missiles and the Doughnut Club were 
able to provide enough wailing and gnash
ing of teeth to make the course worth
while for the Staff. 

On a slightly more serious note, JOSC 
22 proved to be a very valuable learning 
experience for the students. A common 
thread during the evening conversations, 
at least before the character adjusting fluid 
took effect, was the new perspectives and 
skills gained each day. There was not a 
member of the course who did not profit 
from it irrespective of their position on 
the learning curve at the start. The hours 
to be worked did take some by surprise, 
for it was not uncommon to see lights 
burning in Dowling House until 0200 or 
later. That is the Navy way, for a similar 
course takes the RAAF six weeks to do. 



We do it in four weeks. 
Overall the course was good value for 

the hours put in, and we all expect to be 
able to improve our staff work as a result. 
What will the boss think when we say 
that the argument as presented is 'post 
hoc, ergo proctor hoc'? 

One other aspect that must be men
tioned was the excellent support given by 

Jose 23/91 

the mutiplicity of guest lecturers, includ
ing the CO and XO of Creswell. The in
sights offered so freely by all the guest 
lecturers were of great benefit to us all. 
Of slightly less benefit was the post-course 
thrash in the wardroom. The wardroom 
staff were very good but were unable to 
prevent a mass kamikaze attack on the 
port supplies. Such are the joys of JOSC! 

LEUT R . Barnetl, SBLT B. Nitschinsk, SBLT W. Zilko, SBLT Spehr, LEUT M . Doherty 
LEUT 1. Rayner, SBLT P. Dewitt, SBLT D. Rush worth, LEUT M. Carew, LEUT l . Wilfiams, SBLT B. 
Taber, LEUT C. Moulds 
LEUT B. lones, LEUT M. Sander, LEUT D. Wright, LCDR A. Hinge (OIC) LEUT T. Kenny (CA O) CHAP 
M. Walbank, LE UT D. Rose 
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DIVISIONAL REPORTS 1991 

LIEUTENANT Kerina Puttman, RAN 
Phillip Divisional Officer 

LIEUTENANT Sue Smith, RAN 
Jervis Divisional Officer 
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LIEUTENANT Julie Fowler, RAN 
Cook Divisional Officer 

LIEUTENANT Dave Byrne, RAN 
Flinders Divisional Officer 



COOK DIVISION 1991 

The beginning of SLOC 11 saw the ma
jority of Cook members arrive not know
ing quite what to expect from the course, 
or the Navy for that matter. The first few 
weeks were indeed made easier for those 
new to the Service with the guidance of 
the Cook changeovers-namely Sags, 
Dipper and John-boy. Our supportive 
Divisional Officer, Lieutenant Julie 
Fowler ensured we settled in quickly, de
spite the many new routines associated 
with rounds, sport, duties, task books and 
the classroom. It soon became apparent 
that this was no ordinary division, being 
the first to gain 'black gaiter' status, ena
bling us to frequent such places as the 
gunroom. This became a .good venue ~or 
meetings at the conclusIOn of evenmg 
rounds. 

Many characters began to emerge at this 
relatively early stage of the cours~. ~ota: 
ble among these include John Shmer 
Wright-the man with the wooden gun. 
John's marching was atrocious. To his 
credit, however, John's quarterdeck p~r
formances improved substantially, wIth 
John graduating in the elite College 
Guard. John's shaving misfortunes before 
Captain's Divisions also necessitated his 
purchase of an electric shaver. . 

Another notable character to emerge m 
Cook Division was Chris Teal. Chris ini
tially gave the impression of being a shy, 
reserved man-the strong silent type. How 
wrong we all were. Chris' Koo~abu~ra 
impressions at 0530 every mornmg m
deed ensured that the entire division was 
up in time for the day's activity .. 

On the sporting field, Cook reIgned su
preme. Domination in soccer, indoor 
hockey and softball, combined with solid 
performances at divisions, saw us take the 
lead in the fiercely contested 'Cock Com
petition'. We believe that ~inning t~e 
canoe race was the turning pomt for us m 
this competition, as this typified the team 
spirit present in all of Cook's ende~vours. 
Those in Cook to 'star' at sport mclude 
Sean Andrews, Martin Baker, Colin 
Walton, Mona Shindy, Dave Belfield and, 
later, Steve Hughes. . . . 

The training cruise saw Cook DIvIsIon 
part ways for two month's worth of blood, 
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sweat and tears. During this period, Bravo 
class successfully decorated Cook deck to 
win Captain's Rounds. Alpha were able 
to continue the roll with debating and 
sporting victories. The conclusion of the 
SLOC was most satisfying, as Cook fin
ished first with the most Cock points. We 
proudly awarded ourselves the dignified 
title-SLOC Cocks. Unfortunately, we 
were unable to continue our winning run 
into JNCC. 

The next course was to prove most 
eventful. Cook Division was boosted by a 
number of members from EXAC 14. Al
though fitting in well, this required every
one on deck to carefully plan their shower 
times. I'm certain we all thoroughly en
joyed JNCC. Numerous parties and other 
activities eventuated to help ease the pres
sure of the many essays we were required 
to write. 

The Passing Out Parade was met with 
a feeling of excitement, anticipation and 
general relief. The day was to prove m?st 
successful, with many of Cook graduatIng 
in the guard. 

Reflecting upon our time in Cook 
Division one can say every member of 
the divi;ion had something to contribute 
to the group-be it on the sporting field, 
in the classroom, or on Cook deck. Cook 
achieved notoriety in many aspects of 
Creswelllife, including academics and so
cial events. Many friendships were formed, 
helping to foster the spirit that made this 
division unique. 

FLINDERS DIVISION 1991 

On 4 March 1991, 16 young men and 
women began a new chapter in the story 
of Flinders Division at the Royal Austra
lian Naval College. From a group of mixed 
backgrounds and personalities, the end of 
the 24 week Supplementary List Officers 
Course showed Flinders to be the most 
social and sporting division at the ~?l
lege. Through the adversity of the InItIal 
Training Period, the Division developed 
into a spirited team heading towards a 
common goal: getting out of here on 
August 16. The Division excelled. on the 
sporting field, and rewrote the drIll, m~n
uals in the first few weeks (ask Pat 0 Bnen 
'I'm in step, its just that the rest of the 



squad is out of step!'). The highlights of 
the six months included the following. 

Sport: Time and time again Flinders led 
the College in providing members for var
ious teams, as well as dominating divi
sional sport from the early stages. Chris 
Cobb and Rod Fredericks led the way in 
many sports, notably basketball and touch 
football. Soccer was one of Flinders' fa
vourites and we set the pace remaining 
undefeated. Pablo Macias was exhilarat
ing in attack, ably supported by Gary 
McEwan and Stuart Davie in goals. 

As well as being a break from some of 
the more routine aspects of life at RANC, 
sport helped forge the strong divisional 
spirit which set Flinders apart, and which 
was to stand us in good stead in divisions. 

If anything was to be said about Flinders 
Division, it would be that they were very 
good at sport, and very good at Divisions. 
Flinders wasn't quite up to scratch when 
it came to Commanding Officer's Rounds 
or debating, so we had to excel at some
thing. As was normal amongst all divi
sions, the activity of parading out on the 
quarterdeck and being closely observed 
for the tiniest mistake or slip was both 
daunting and challenging. However, due 
to Flinders superior team work, will to 
win and individual cooperation, we often 
took out first place even when we were 
the guard and had to handle 'props' that 
Lieutenant Byrne often called the SLR's. 

Flinders had one small problem when 
it came to divisions though-the empha
sis on small, or should it be short? Tonia 
Bainbridge was a little over 5 feet tall and 
had trouble keeping up with Pat O'Brien 
(6'4") at the best of times. Somehow she 
managed to keep up and often amused 
the squad with her own unique style. 

Rounds was often the highlight of the 
div's night time social activities. It was a 
chance for everyone to get together and 
mingle. This was particularly the case in 
the early months as these little get togeth
ers happened quite regularly. At least the 
deck was always clean. Clean enough to 
eat your dinner off or in the case of Pablo 
Macias and Bruce Christensen clean 
enough to leave your dinner on. Lieuten
ant Byrne revelled in his duties and 
rounds often stretched past an hour. It 
would never cease to amaze me how he 
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always caught us out. Some of his favour
ites were rubbish in the bins, lint in the 
dryers lint catchers, soap in the soap hold
ers and washing in the washing machines. 
That just about sums up rounds and boy 
do we miss them! 

The Cross Country 

The Cross Country run was everybody's 
favourite all-time activity. We young, 
strong sons and daughters of Flinders 
Division took up this challenge with a 
glint in our eyes and sunlight sparkling 
off our smiles. 

This mere walk in the bush actually 
turned out to be the biggest headache 
many of us had encountered for quite 
some time. For the smoker in Flinders 
(PABLO) it was something to dread. 

Basically this little jaunt was all that 
was keeping us from going home after 
ITP. Specifically Tonia Bainbridge, Gary 
McEwan, Pat O'Brien and Pablo Macias. 
We literally had to be dragged around the 
course by our more fleet-footed divisional 
mates. 

The big killer was of course, Heartbreak 
Hill, that absolutely monstrously huge 
sand dune covered about 500 m and when 
we looked at it we just wanted to cry. 
After a while explosives seemed like a 
really good idea. 

Eventually though, the true Flinders grit 
and determination shone through and we 
beat that 26 minute mark and we were all 
able to go home. 

We look back at it now and think that 
next time we tackle that hill it will be 
from the other direction-going down!! 

JERVIS DIVISION 1991 

It was our first Monday at HMAS 
Creswell and on Jervis Deck we looked 
like a bunch of rabble. Little did we know 
that in six months time we would all have 
the skills and knowledge to enter the Fleet 
as Junior Officers. It certainly was not an 
easy task and we worked extremely hard 
to pass out on 16 August! 

The first four weeks, our ITP, we 
scrubbed, polished and cleaned; the team 
on J ervis Deck was under pressure from 
Lieutenant Smith to get things looking 



good. We suffered numerous sets of rounds 
which lasted over two hours, but that was 
okay-IT WAS CHARACTER BUILD
ING. In fact we had the deck shining so 
well that Jervis Deck was the victor in 
the first set of Captain's rounds. 

By this stage, Cock points were well 
under way and we were doing incredibly 
well but on the parade ground we needed 
all the help we could get as we never 
looked a chance in winning Captain's di
visions. Lack of coordination, and square 
gating was, however, overcome by sheer 
determination; the backward lunchtime 
marching helped as well. 

Throughout JOCT the sporting prowess 
of Jervis must have scared every other 
division away-they were no match for 
the mighty team on Jervis Deck. We're 
not sure whether it was Lieutenant Smith's 
coaching skills (bribes) or the cake at the 
end-but we did not let an occasion pass 
from serious to novelty. 

The influx of new talent at the com
mencement of JNCC gave a boost to our 
flagging enthusiasm. 

The mighty whale became unbeatable 
on the sporting field and in a combined 
Jervis team effort ran away with the Cross
Country Cup. (Yes, yet again another cake 
to devour). And just to prove the diver
sity of our talents, we more than held our 
own on the debating platform despite 
some close decisions going against us. 

From the beginnings of left-footed 
square-gating uncoordinates, by the end 
of our stay at HMAS Creswell we had 
developed into a precision-marching ma
chine (well almost) and all our hard work 
paid off when we won the final Captain's 
Divisions. Miracles do happen! 

As the end of JNCC drew near, a Jervis 
social activity was organised as a final 
farewell to our close-quarters-living com
panions. Despite the other divisions' 
heckling at our choice of venue, a great 
time was had by all amid games and 
balloons, celebrating Lieutenant Smith's 
13th birthday at McDonalds. 

Cock division came down to a nail bit
ing finish, the outcome resting on the re-
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suIts of some sporting matches, and much 
to the relief of Lieutenant Smith, our 
sporting prowess did not desert us under 
pressure and Cock Division trophy finally 
came to rest in the hallowed halls of 
J ervis Division. 

The week of marching and rock paint
ing and negative duties (one of the bene
fits of being College champions) signified 
the end or our stay at HMAS Creswell as 
we prepared for the Passing Out Parade. 

Despite acting as statues for an hour 
while being inspected on Passing Out 
Parade, everybody enjoyed their last mo
ments at Creswell together as a team. 

As we all move off in the directions 
of our own prowess, perhaps seeing 
some people for the last time, our stay at 
Creswell gave us the foundations for our 
Naval careers. We just hope we can all 
build upon it. 

PHILLIP DIVISION 

With the start of SLOC lIon 4 March 
1991 Phillip Division became home to 15 
young junior officers with a variety of 
backgrounds and naval experiences. Dur
ing the first weeks it was our ex-Fleet 
members who provided the expertise to 
get our rigs up to scratch and our boots 
polished. Bright-eyed and straight from 
civilian life, we all listened to their stories 
with admiration; who can forget Daryl 
Stratton, misty eyed and head cocked 
slightly to one side, recalling his time on 
the Warramunga? Or picking up his hook 
on the Melbourne? 

The challenges of the first weeks of 
SLOC 11, with rounds, duties and task 
books to complete, included inter-divi
sional sport. Phillip Division started off 
the season well with a close second to 
Jervis Division in the Pixley Cup. But 
while our enthusiasm increased, our num
bers decreased, and every win on the 
sports field was a hard one. That's not to 
say we won much, we didn't, but we all 
enjoyed our sport and those words: 'Phillip 
Division stay behind to clean up'! 

The initial training period finished with 
a four day break from Creswell. Many 
used the opportunity to relax, many used 
it as an opportunity to get to Sydney, and 
others including the younger members of 



Members of the Phillip Division Pyramid Building Team 
Top: MIDN Larissa Jolly 
Second Row (L to R): SBL T Marion Snowdon , SBL T Helen Pothoulackis 
Third Row (L la R): SBLT Anthony Mullen , MIDN Darrell Stratton, MIDN Shaun Duffy 
Bottom Row (L la R): MIDN Dave Dawson, MIDN Anson Needham, MIDN Kim Rei lly, MIDN Mark 

Baker 

the Division (An son Needham, Mark 
Baker and Anthony Mullan) used it to get 
acquainted with a side of Nowra few of 
us knew existed. Thus armed with enough 
warries to keep Daryl Stratton quiet for 
at least 30 seconds, they returned to con
vert the unwashed and lead them on nu
merous sorties into Nowra to appease the 
fairer sex. 

Nowra didn't provide the only source 
of entertainment for Phillip Division. Our 
social representative, Marion Snowdon's 
grand plans for Divvy Do's rivalled Rene 
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Rivkin's Christmas parties and Alan 
Bond's Swan Premium Premieres com
bined. However other less important 
events (Training Cruise, Exped, Character 
Guidance) usually interfered with all her 
plans and we invariably settled for pies 
and cokes on Sailors Beach. These eve
nings were always a success and we 
learned many things: pies and sand don't 
mix, cokes go very warm next to the fire 
and Shaun Duffy cannot tell jokes. 

Phillip Division numbers sweltered to 
twenty three during JNCC with the ar-



rival of EXAC 14 and it proved to be an 
enjoyable experience, with the parties on 
board getting bigger and better. During 
JNCC our Divisional Officer Lieutenant 
Puttman, went on leave and was replaced 
by Lieutenant Jarvis for two weeks. In 
both these officers we found a firm yet 
guiding hand and their tremendous in
volvement was an inspiration to us all. 
Who else but Lieutenant Puttman would 
take our place at EMA after a heavy di
visional function? 

The Passing Out Parade was held on 16 
August with Phillip Division prominant. 
Charles Huxtable was Parade Com
mander and Kim Reilly Guard Com
mander. The parade marked the end of 
six months together for Phillip Division 
yet the unique spirit fostered will remain 
with us for the length of our naval 
careers. 

RANC HISTORICAL COLLECTION 

The Royal Australian Naval College His
torical Collection has existed for several 
years being housed in a variety of areas 
including Geelong House (demolished in 
December 1976) the library and until re
cently in the building currently used as 
the JOSC Administration. The collection 
in its present form was opened on 5 No
vember 1990 by the then Commanding 
Officer of HMAS Creswell, Captain D. J. 
Ramsay, RAN. The historical collection 
exists to preserve the history of the Naval 
College and the RAN as a whole. 

There are several displays which in
clude a mock up of a midshipman's cabin 
and photograph displays of midshipmen 
at work, on the sporting field and relax
ing. Another area is set aside for display 
of RAN relics and includes photographs 
of ships, cap tallies, a model of a Guided 
Missile Destroyer, the last deck log of 
HMAS Australia (sunk under the terms of 
the Washington agreement in 1924) and 
a letter written by a Petty Officer serving 
in HMAS Sydney in November 1914 
shortly after the sinking of the Emden in 
which he describes the action. 

Uniforms and medals are displayed in 
another room. Medals dating from the 
Battle of Waterloo to the present day are 
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on displays as are the medals and deco
rations of the late Vice Admiral Sir John 
Collins, KBE, CB, Order of the Orange 
Nassau (Netherlands), Legion of Merit 
(USA). Sir John was a member of the first 
entry to RANC in 1913 and the first 
RANC graduate to become The Chief of 
Naval Staff. His medals were donated by 
his widow, Lady Collins in 1991. 

Also on display in the uniform room 
are the medals of Commodore Sir J ames 
Ramsay, KCMG, KCVO, K St J, CBE, 
DSC, the late Governor of Queensland. 

Yet another room, designated as the 
memorial room contains tributes and 
plaques to RANC graduates who have lost 
their lives in defence of Australia. This 
display includes the Albert Medal pre
sented posthumously to Midshipman 
Kerry Marian in 1964 for the part he 
played in saving lives when HMAS 
Voyager was sunk off Jervis Bay in a col
lision with the aircraft carrier HMAS 
Melbourne. 

A separate section of the collection is 
the presentation room, located on the 
lower deck of Cerberus House. This room 
contains class photographs of midship
men dating back to 1913 and also houses 
the Webber Model Ship collection. Mr 
Peter Webber of Falls Creek has con
structed several wooden ship models, his 
most recent model of a 40 gun frigate 
taking over 3000 hours to complete. These 
models are donated free of charge to 
RANC by Mr Webber. 

The collection also consists of several 
relics located within the confines of HMAS 
Creswell. These include a Japanese Shrine 
Lantern donated to RANC in 1949. The 
lantern originally came from the city of 
Hiroshima and was located near ground 
zero on the day that the first atomic bomb 
was dropped on that city. Also located in 
the grounds is the shell damaged range 
finder from HMAS Sydney at which Able 
Seaman Albert Hay was killed during 
Sydney's clash with Emden. 

In 1990-91 over 3500 people visited the 
collection-these range from VIP's such 
as The Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral 
MacDougall and visiting foreign naval of
ficers to cub and scout groups. The collec
tion is also a popular tourist attraction 
for local bus tour groups. 



The collection is open each Wednesday from 1200-1245 or by appointment with 
the Historical Collection Officer. 

Lieutenant Greg S winden. RAN as the Museum Officer spe~ds "'!any out-of.working hours putting the fi nishing 
touches necessary to the variety oJ displays in the Naval HIStorical CollectIOn. 

HMAS CRESWELL-A POPULAR 
DESTINATION 

1991 has been a busy year for HMAS 
Creswell with a variety of interesting and 
informative visitors. 

One of the earliest visits in 1991 was 
by the then Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral 
M. W. Hudson, AC, RAN, who con
ducted an informal inspection, witnessed 
Divisions of 500 personnel, and spoke to 
members of the Ship's Company who had 
friends and relatives serving in the Gulf. 

The touring Glamorgan Schoolboys' 
Cricket Team from Wales in March pro
vided the opportunity for the newly
arrived Supplementary List Officers 
Course to prove how expert they were at 
a limited-overs cricket match-and a hard 
fought game it was! 
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As in previous years, the Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award (RYLA) Scheme con
ducted leadership and management evo
lutions assisted by Creswell staff in May. 
55 Rylarians met the necessary 
Rotary objectives of developing stronger 
leadership qualities of youth and giving 
young people the opportunity to nurture 
their natural leadership talents. 

The Sydney North Youth Orchestra, one 
of the best known musical organisations 
in Sydney, were to be regular visitors to 
Creswell with their first visit in June. Forty 
Young men and women conducted a re
cital on the Quarterdeck which attracted 
a large audience comprising Creswell per
sonnel and interested members of the lo
cal community. 

A visit of three senior Naval Officers of 
the Philippine Navy also took place in 



June and the aim of the VISIt was to 
discuss training opportunities for Junior 
Officers of the Philippine Navy at 
Creswell in the future. 

A visit to Jervis Bay by the Chilean 
Ship Esmeralda in July gave the Junior 
Officers Under Training an opportunity 
to mix both socially and professionally 
with the Officers under Training onboard 
Esmeralda. The language difficulties were 
quickly overcome and there were many 
common points of interest to keep the 
con versations stimulating. 

More recently, the British Second Sea 
Lord, Admiral Sir Michael Livesay, KCB, 

had the opportunity to VISIt the Fire 
Ground at Jervis Bay Range Facility and 
the Naval Historical Collection. An in
formative talk and an exchange of ideas 
on training followed his tour of the facil
ities. 

HMAS Creswell has also been busy 
hosting a variety of short courses, 
OPEVALs, seminars, assisting with MW 
and CD training, and keeping abreast with 
the many Defence-wide changes which 
need to be reflected in the training mod
ules. 

The ADFA Midshipmen (led by CMDR Delaney far left) decided to conduct their Diving Expedition in 
Jervis Bay. They had the opportunity to see much of the marine life and some of the unique sea grasses 
during their training 
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HMAS Creswelf was fortunate to have the Sydney North Youth Orchestra give a recital on the Quarterdeck 
early 1991. They were so popular the Wardroom invited them back for the Winter Ball, also attending the 
1991 Passing Out Parade Graduation Ball 
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Midshipman Phil Hall finding that rigging a Tasar dinghy is harder than he first thought 

Midshipman Michelle Banks, Richard Cullen and Ben Elser quickly realised that a team effort is the best 
way to accomplish the task 
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(L to R) Midshipmen Adam Waldie and Aaron McMurray would prefer to spend their time sailing if they 
had the choice, but are looking forward to completing their first year at the Academy 
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HMAS Creswell participates in the work experience program. Nicole Cam (right) from Year 10 Mount Erin 
High School in Wagga Wagga was taught the basic skills required to drive a 33' boat by SMNGD Christine 
Buckland 
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The Officers and Ships Company of HMAS Torrens demonstrated particularly keen soccer skills when they 
were challenged by the Supplementary List Officers Course early 1991 
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LSSE French (right) demonstrating to MIDN Jody Stokes (JNCC 14B) how to use a day/night flare 
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