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This book has been written with the unique circumstances of Australia and its maritime
security firmly in mind at all times. Nevertheless, it has been informed by and owes
much to many other works on maritime and military issues and doctrine, both from
Australia and overseas.

In addition to higher government policy documents, such as In the National Interest,
issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, as well as Defence strategic
guidance, the body of Australian Defence Force doctrinal writing has been of
fundamental importance. Both the Royal Australian Air Force’s Air Power Manual and
the Australian Army’s The Fundamentals of Land Warfare have provided many insights and
this book has been deliberately constructed to complement these works and fill the gap
which has long existed for the maritime environment. The volumes of the Australian Defence
Force Publication series have also been vital in the writing of the text.

As noted in the introduction, the RAN owes much to its roots in the Royal Navy and
the old BR 1806 under the title of The Naval War Manual was a fundamental source.
The three editions of this impressive book from 1948, 1958 and 1969 contain much
that is still relevant to maritime operations, particularly at the higher levels of conflict,
expressed with a clarity and logic that are difficult to better. The debt which this book
owes to The Naval War Manual is as great as that owed and acknowledged by the
1995 and 1999 editions of the Royal Navy’s new BR 1806 British Maritime Doctrine.
These works have continued in the tradition of The Naval War Manual in their
encapsulation and expression of principles which are relevant to maritime forces all
over the world, although the 1999 edition is much more tightly focused on the British
situation than its predecessor. They too have been extremely valuable in the drafting
of this work. The Royal New Zealand Navy’s 1997 volume New Zealand Maritime
Doctrine has also provided many insights. This is an excellent book, more apt for New
Zealand’s situation and less derivative than it may have appeared to many. An unofficial
but authoritative Canadian work Why Canada Needs Maritime Forces gave much insight
into the issues faced by a medium power of equivalent size and responsibilities.

In addition to the ‘classical’ works of naval strategy by Mahan, Corbett, Richmond and
Castex, this book owes much to the body of maritime strategic thought which has
built up over the last thirty years. This has been particularly valuable in extending
systematic analysis to the utility and operations of maritime forces throughout the
entire spectrum of conflict. Works such as that by Ken Booth (Navies and Foreign
Policy), James Cable (Gunboat Diplomacy and The Political Influence of Naval Force in
History), Geoffrey Till (Maritime Strategy and the Nuclear Age and Sea Power Theory
and Practice), Richard Hill (Maritime Strategy for Medium Powers and Medium Power



130 AUSTRALIAN MARITIME DOCTRINE

Strategy Revisited), Eric Grove (The Future of Sea Power), John Hattendorf (Naval History
and Maritime Strategy) and Colin Gray (The Leverage of Sea Power: The Strategic
Advantage of Navies in War) have done much to explain the continuing utility of
maritime power and the ways it can be exercised in an era of enormous technological
change and strategic uncertainty. In Australia, Commodore Sam Bateman, Commodore
Jack McCaffrie and Commander Dick Sherwood have led the development and
enunciation of concepts of maritime strategy and operations oriented to our national
circumstances. Their publications have included many monographs and collections of
papers, issued under the auspices of the Maritime Studies Program, the Centre for
Maritime Policy and the Australian Centre for Maritime Studies, as well as other
organisations such as the Australian Defence Studies Centre  (ADSC) at the Australian
Defence Force Academy and the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre (SDSC) at The
Australian National University. Perhaps the most valuable aspect of their work for a
country like Australia is the extent to which they have attempted to understand the
issue of limits and the restraints on capacity and thus action which have to be faced
by smaller powers. They have also drawn in many insights and perspectives from South
East and South Asia to redress the Anglo-American emphasis of so much maritime
thinking. As a direct ancestor of this book, Bateman and Sherwood’s Principles of
Australian Maritime Operations was especially useful. Other Australian experts have
not been idle and the many works of ADSC and SDSC have included analysis of Australian
defence issues with much relevance to maritime operations.

The influence of the great body of American maritime strategic thought is less direct,
although this book has been informed by the United States Navy’s Naval Doctrine
Publications series and by the succession of strategic documents that began with
From the Sea and continue to evolve. Of more immediate utility has been the work of
Wayne Hughes, notably in his book Fleet Tactics and Coastal Combat (original edition
1986, revised edition 2000), which expresses many naval operational and tactical
concepts not fully explained by many other authorities.

Technological issues have been informed by the range of futures work within Navy
and Defence as a whole, and by the current debate over the ‘Revolution in Military
Affairs’ going on in Australia and many other countries. While much of this debate is
through the mechanism of conferences and contemporary journals, of which the United
States Naval Institute Proceedings is the most worthwhile for naval affairs, Network
Centric Warfare: Developing and Leveraging Information Superiority by Alberts, Garstka
and Stein is a very useful primer.

This list is not an exhaustive summary of sources. Those wishing to extend their
knowledge of maritime and naval affairs should consult the Royal Australian Navy
General Reading List, available from the Sea Power Centre. The Sea Power Centre’s
website contains this and many other of its recent publications, which can be accessed
via: www.navy.gov.au/9_sites/spc/default.htm



131

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The work of writing Australian Maritime Doctrine involved its circulation in draft form
both inside and outside the Australian Defence Force. The final text has been much
improved by the criticism and commentary which the various drafts received. While
any errors or omissions are entirely the responsibility of the Sea Power Centre, many
of the best elements of this book owe a great deal to the following organisations and
individuals who generously made their time and expertise available:

Inspector-General
Director of Program Evaluation and Review (IG Division)
Director Defence Intelligence Organisation
Director of Operations and International Law
Australian Defence Force Warfare Centre
Joint Command and Staff College Project

Navy Headquarters
Maritime Headquarters
Navy Systems Command
Submarine Group
Amphibious and Afloat Support Group
Hydrographic Group
Mine Warfare and Clearance Diving Group
HMAS Bendigo
HMAS Ipswich
HMAS Newcastle
HMAS Sydney
723 Squadron

Director General Future Land Warfare
HQ 3 Brigade

RAAF Aerospace Centre

Admiral M.W. Hudson AC, RAN(ret)
Vice Admiral D.W. Leach AC, CBE, LVO, RAN(ret)
Vice Admiral I.W. Knox AC, RAN(ret)
Vice Admiral I.D.G. MacDougall AC, RAN(ret)
Vice Admiral R.G. Taylor AO, RAN(ret)
Rear Admiral A.J. Robertson AO, DSC, RAN(ret)

131



132 AUSTRALIAN MARITIME DOCTRINE

Rear Admiral J.R. Hill, RN(ret)
Rear Admiral K.A. Doolan AO, RAN(ret)
Rear Admiral A.L. Hunt AO, RAN(ret)
Rear Admiral W.A.G. Dovers CSC, RAN (ret)
Commodore B.H. Loxton, RAN(ret)
Commodore J.A. Robertson RAN(ret)
Commodore J.B. Snow RAN(ret)
Commodore W.S.G. Bateman AM, RAN(ret)
Dr Ross Babbage
Dr Andrew Gordon
Professor Eric Grove
Professor John Hattendorf
Professor Andrew Lambert
Professor Robert O’Neill AO
Dr John Reeve
Professor Hugh Smith
Dr Alan Stephens
Professor Geoffrey Till
Dr Thomas-Durell Young
Captain R.T.  Derbidge MBE, RAN(ret)
Captain G. St M. Mills CBE, RN(ret)
Commander A.W. Grazebrook RD, RANR(ret)
Commander R.J. Sherwood, RANEM
Lieutenant Commander Fred Lane PhD, RAN(ret)
Lieutenant Commander J.R. Stocker, RN(ret)
Rear Admiral B.L. Adams AM, RAN
Rear Admiral R.E. Shalders CSC, RAN
Commodore M.F. Bonser CSC, RAN
Commodore R.H. Crane CSM, RAN
Air Commodore P.J. McDermott AM, CSC, RAAF
Captain P.D. Leschen, RAN
Captain A.R. McKinnie, RAN
Captain R.M. McMillan, RAN
Captain J.S. Moore AM, RAN
Captain N.A. Perry CSC, RAN
Captain B.C. Robinson AM, RAN
Commander J.M. Buchanan, RAN
Commander S.W. Haines, RN



133

Commander M.H. Remmers, RAN
Commander P.C.P. Ong, RAN
Commander B.J. Wheeler, RAN
Lieutenant Colonel Leo Hogan
Lieutenant Commander B.G. Delamont, RAN
Lieutenant Commander C.R.J. Coles, RANR
Lieutenant Commander R.K. White, RAN
Lieutenant Arnaud Ng, RAN
Mr Martin Dunn
Flight Lieutenant Mark Bailey, RAAF

Images have been supplied by:
The RAN Photographic Unit
The RAN Hydrographic Service
The RAN Directorate of History
HMS Glamorgan courtesy of the United Kingdom Ministry of Defence
Australia’s Maritime Jurisdictional Zones courtesy of the Australian Geological Survey
Organisation Law of the Sea Project
Australian Ship Reporting Positions chart courtesy of the Australian Maritime Safety Agency
Coastwatch aircraft courtesy of the Australian Customs Service
HMPNGS Seeadler courtesy of Mr John Mortimer
SMS Emden courtesy of the Australian War Memorial

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


