
NOT A DRY EYE TO BE SEEN.   

 
Amid the tears and the waves of farewell, 

TOOWOOMBA departed her home at 

Fleet Base West on Tuesday 09th June 2009 

at 1100, to head North to the waters of the 

Persian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, and the Gulf of 

Aden to take part in Operation SLIPPER.  

 
During our deployment Toowoomba will 

help develop security in the maritime envi-

ronment and promote regional stability and 

global prosperity.  

 
The Ships Company of 184 have worked 

very hard since late last year to reach this 

day, and the long hours and hard work 

performed by all of them will ensure we 

have a successful deployment.  

 

Of course no deployment is ever achieved 

without the sacrifices, the love and sup-

port of you, our Families and Friends. So 

it is fitting that we dedicate our first edi-

tion of the Fearless Times to you, our 

families  and Friends. 

ON OUR WAY.  

Welcome to the World - Brianna Mackenzie Howard.  

Congratulations to Simon and Amanda Howard on the Birth of 

their Daughter, Brianna Mackenzie at 11:52 on the 30-May-09, at 

St John of God Hospital. 

Briannaõs timely arrival allowed the XO to spend her first 10 days 

together, before he departed on the Op SLIPPER Deployment. 

Simon has said that Brianna is pretty like her Mum and Drinks 

like her Dad.  

Amanda and Brianna will head to Cairns in July to spend time 

with Amandaõs family while we are away.  

Brianna is the first of three births expected whilst we are de-

ployed. 
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Dear Families, Friends 

and Supporters of 

T O O W O O M B A ,  

 

Welcome to our first 

deployment newsletter 

which we hope, cap-

tures some of the key 

events that have kept 

us all busy since we left 

our home port of Fleet 

Base West on Tuesday 

9 June 2009.   
Thank you very much 

to those of you that 

were able to come 

down to the wharf to 

give us such a great 

send off - we all agreed 

that it was one of the 

biggest farewells any of 

us had seen and it cer-

tainly felt very spe-

cial.  It feels like a long 

time ago since we 

sailed from Garden Is-

land but that is because 

so much has happened - 

certainly the time is not 

d r a g g i n g  !     

 
We plan to produce 

three of these newslet-

ters. This offering in-

cludes the key events 

during our journey up 

to the Gulf and some of 

the main activities that 

have taken place since 

our arrival here in the 

Middle East.  The next 

version is planned to go 

out towards the end of 

September and will 

cover the middle part 

of our deployment to 

O p e r a t i o n  S L I P -

PER.  The final edition, 

which I suspect may 

have a slightly different 

geographical flavour, is 

due to be sent at the 

end of November to 

ensure that it reaches 

you before we arrive 

home.   
 

The last seven weeks 

have been a very inter-

esting and successful 

p e r i o d  f o r 

TOOWOOMBA.  Our 

Ship and Sailors remain 

in great shape. Whilst 

we all miss our family 

and friends dearly, we 

know we are doing very 

worthwhile work, con-

tributing much and 

making a di f fer-

ence.  Morale generally 

remains high and every-

one I speak to appears 

to be enjoying them-

selves.   
I thank you again for 

the sacrifices you make 

whilst your family 

member is deployed 

away from home and 

on behalf of us all in 

TOOWOOMBA, send 

a special note of con-

gratulations to Ami -Lee 

Stolzenburg, partner of 

our LSMT Rob O'Con-

nell, who gave birth to 

their baby daughter 

Makayla -Lee yesterday 

afternoon, on Tuesday 

2 1 s t  J u l y  2 0 0 9 .  
 

I hope you agree that 

our Editor, Chaplain 

Steve Gunther and his 

Publisher, WO Dave 

Devlin have done a 

great job producing 

this, the first edition of 

'The Fearless Times'.  If 

you enjoy it, you might 

wish to write and let us 

know - perhaps we can 

include the most inter-

esting and amusing re-

sponses in the next 

n e w s l e t t e r  !   

 

All for now and Aye   

 

I v a n  I n g h a m   

Commander,  RAN   

Commanding Officer  

Captainõs Log 

Our Ship and 

Sailors remain 

in great shape. 

Whilst we all 

miss our family 

and friends 

dearly,  
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Keeping us safe, Our 
GDP Crews stand 

watch 24/7  




