
and Thailand Navies. 

 

When the exercises and 

training are done we will 

return at the end of the year 

in time for Christmas to en-

joy some much important 

time with our families and 

loved ones. A short Mainte-

nance Period and before we 

know it, 2011 will be upon us 

and TOOWOOMBA will be 

ready to hit the high seas 

once again. 

 

In all a very busy year so far, 

but an even busier schedule 

lies ahead of us. As always it 

is the support of our family, 

friends, loved ones and gen-

eral supporters than keep us 

focused and energized to do 

the tasks we do well. 

 

We all hope you enjoy this 

edition of the Fearless Times. 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the first edition 

for 2010 of The Fearless 

Times, the official newsletter 

of HMAS TOOWOOMBA. 

 

2010 has been extremely busy 

for the Ships Company with 

events such as Plan Train, A 

Maintenance Availability and 

the induction and training of 

the new members of our 

Ships Company. In fact 62 

percent of the ships company 

have changed since we re-

turned home from last years 

deployment. 

 

This year our focus is on re-

turning to some of the basic 

mariner, seamanship and war-

fighting skills that will help 

raise, train and sustain our 

people within the RAN. 

 

Having spent the first half of 

the year alongside our home-

port of Fleet Base West, con-

ducting training and doing 

g e n e r a l  m a i n t e n a n c e , 

TOOWOOMBA sailed on the 

09 August for the lovely 

Northern waters of the 

North Australian exercise 

areas. For about a month we 

are operating from Darwin. 

This was to take part in Exer-

cise KAKADU 2010, and 

Exercise SINGAROO.  Both 

are annual exercises that 

involve the RAN, and some 

of our closer neighbours 

from the Asia Pacific region. 

More on KAKADU can be 

read on Page 12.  

 

TOOWOOMBA will then 

deploy to South East Asia to 

conduct some more exer-

cises and training with Singa-

pore, Malaysia, New Zealand 

A ôFearlessõ approach to 2010. 
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TOOWOOMBA (Left) and WARRAMUNGA (Right) conduct a 
rare dual Replenishment of Fuel from HMAS SIRIUS during 

Exercise KAKADU 2010.  

Back at sea, of the Darwin coast. Doing what we do best.  



Dear Families, Friends and Sup-

porters of TOOWOOMBA,  

 

I am very pleased to be contribut-

ing to this, our mid-year newslet-

ter. We should not be surprised to 

note that so much has happened 

in the nine months since our last 

óFearless Timesô newsletter (No.3 

of 2009), which captured the final 

chapter of our Middle East deploy-

ment and provided an end of year 

ówrap-upô.  Importantly, we lost half 

of our editorial team when we re-

cently bid farewell to our Chaplain 

Steve Gunther, when he moved 

ashore to his new position with the 

Submarine Force at HMAS STIR-

LING. I take this opportunity to 

thank him for all his excellent work, 

most of which went on behind the 

scenes, on behalf of all my people 

and their families.  Losing Steve 

has meant that our Shipôs Warrant 

Officer (SWO) Dave Devlin, has 

had the considerable task of put-

ting this latest edition of the 

óFearless Timesô letter together on 

his own ï so on your behalf, I 

thank Dave for another fine job, 

very well done. From the feedback 

we get, I know that you all very 

much appreciate and enjoy receiv-

ing this newsletter ï itôs a great 

way for families, friends and those 

who enjoy a connection with 

TOOWOOMBA, to keep in touch.  

 

Whilst weôve all been keeping very 

busy, 2010 has been a very differ-

ent kind of year for TOOWOOMBA 

and her Shipôs Company.  Our 

ship remained berthed alongside 

at Fleet Base West for the first six 

months of this year whilst we ful-

filled the role of a Harbour Training 

Ship for PLAN TRAIN. During this 

period, we also completed a 

lengthy maintenance period whilst 

we remained at Extended Notice 

For Sea. This provided a good 

opportunity for our people to at-

tend professional development 

and training courses, take extra 

leave and involve themselves in 

Navy or family activities that they 

might not have otherwise had the 

chance to do. Some of the many 

memorable highlights for us dur-

ing this period have been the 

Shipôs Ball held in January, vol-

unteer work at the Chesterfield 

House charity project, our visit to 

the City of Toowoomba for Anzac 

Day, the visit to our ship by the 

Governor of Western Australia, 

His Excellency Dr Ken Michaels 

AC, and the Families Day BBQ 

we held at HMAS STIRLING.  

 

One of the other main features of 

this period has been the enor-

mous changeover in our people. 

Statistics show that over sixty 

percent of the crew were new to 

TOOWOOMBA when we finally 

returned back to sea for our 

Mariner-skills Safety Evaluation 

(MSE) at the end of July.  Whilst 

we are always sorry to see our 

shipmates leave, it was evident 

when we got back to sea, that 

what our new Shipôs Company 

lacked in experience, they easily 

made up with their enthusiasm 

and energy. I can report with 

g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h a t 

TOOWOOMBA and her people 

are now in even better shape !   

 

As I write, the ship is berthed 

alongside in Darwin making final 

preparations to deploy to South 

East Asia for training and exer-

cises with three other RAN war-

ships. We are scheduled to con-

duct visits to Indonesia, Singa-

pore, Malaysia and have some 

exciting times to look forward to 

before our return back to WA in 

early November.  Only a month 

later, on the 3rd December it will 

then be my sad duty to hand 

over Command of the finest ship 

in the RAN, to my relief and suc-

cessor, Commander Andrew 

Quinn RAN.    

 

In signing off, I wish as always, 

to highlight that our achieve-

ments this year and our success 

in the months ahead, rest on the 

ongoing love and support of our 

families. On behalf of my Team, 

I thank you all for your wonderful 

support and for the many sacri-

fices you make during our ab-

sence.  

 

We look forward to our return to 

Australia in early November - 

until then, take care and thank 

you. 

 

yours aye 

Ivan Ingham    

CAPTAINõs CORNER. 
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The vision of the New Gen-

eration Navy called for a Har-

bour Training Ship to help 

overcome some of the con-

tinuation training shortfalls. 

Plan TRAIN was developed to 

provide a training-led recov-

ery to critical qualification 

shortfalls and meet the train-

ing needs of officers and sail-
ors throughout the Navy. On 

01 Feb 10 HMAS Toowoomba 

assumed responsibilities as the 

Harbour Training Ship (HTS)  

as part of this training initia-

tive. 

 

The priorities for the conduct 

of Plan TRAIN in Toowoomba 

were FFH MT Operator quali-

fications, critical category 

training, other general training 

on a non-interference basis, 

Shipõs company training; in-

cluding WSPP, PPP and con-

tinuation training. 

 

During the Plan TRAIN pe-

riod, Toowoomba was able to 

utilise the At Sea Training Ship 

to progress MST qualifications 

for MT sailors. Two Able 

Seaman were sent to HMAS 

Ballart for a two month period 

in order to gain the at sea 

experience required for MST 

progression. One member 

was able to attain the qualifi-

cation during this period. 

 

Toowoomba was also available 

for competency log progres-

sion for HMAS Stirling person-

nel. On several occasions both 

Cooks and Stewards from 

Stirling assisted in luncheons 

and gained valuable experi-

ence and were able to pro-

gress their competency logs. 

Toowoomba also had a 

SMNSTD from Stirling Ward-
room for a period of two 

weeks which allowed for valu-

able and practical exposure to 

competency requirements. 

 

On the whole this was a posi-

tive experience that allowed 

Toowoomba to play a pivotal 

role in a critical Navy initia-

tive. Toowoomba was utilised 

effectively by external agencies 

for the purpose of enhancing 

the training they provide, and 

this training was well sup-

ported by Shipõs personnel as 

required. For many Depart-
ments within Toowoomba, the 

period as the HTS saw an 

advancement in rates of com-

petency progression. Overall, 

opportunities for increased 

training during this time were 

embraced by all concerned. 

Congratulations go out to ABET Ben Austin and his 

Wife Adrienne on the recent Birth of their daughter, 

Sienna Rose Austin. 

 

Sienna is the first of many births expected in the near 

future, following on from the ship returning from last 

years Deployment.  At last count 9 personnel were 

expecting to welcome new children and grandchildren 

into their lives in the very near future. 

 

On Behalf of Team TOOWOOMBA we congratulate 

all new and expecting Parents, and Grandparents. We 

wish you all much joy and happiness. 

PLAN TRAIN.  

First of Many Newborn's for 2010.  

Toowoomba 

was utilised 

effectively by 

external 

agencies for 

the purpose of 

enhancing the 

training they 

provide 
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Plan Train allowed TOOWOOMBA personnel to learn more 
about the systems they work with on a daily basis. ABOVE, 

SMNET Thomas Savage works with one of the ships Electrical 
Systems. 

Proud Parents, Ben and Adrienne Austin and new 
born Sienna, with the first of many bath -times.  



A highly enthusiastic team of 

15 people from HMAS 

TOOWOOMBA completed 

their own version of a 

òBackyard Blitzó to help out 

Chesterfield House, a local 

W.A. Youth Crisis Accommo-

dation Centre,.  

 
Chesterfield House, an Angli-

care WA initiative, provides 

crisis accommodation, for 

homeless and endangered 

youths aged between 15ð20 

years. The program also pro-

vides 24 hour youth worker 

support as well as independ-

ent living programs, goal set-

ting through case manage-

ment, creative youth recrea-

tional activities, referral to 

specialist services, advocacy 

and drug education support 

services. 

 
CO Toowoomba CMDR Ivan 

Ingham said "we understand 

the value and importance of 

connecting with our local 

community. After all, itõs not 

just the Ship which is based 

here at Garden Island that 

provides the connection, but 

the fact that most of HMAS 

TOOWOOMBA's people and 

families live and work in the 

immediate Rockingham area". 

 
Commander Ingham went on 

to explain "last year during 

our deployment to the Middle 

East we started to look for 

something we could be ac-

tively involved with, that 

would make a meaningful con-

tribution to the local commu-

nity following our return.  The 

Ship's Chaplain Steve Gunther 

heard about the Rockingham 

Kwinana Development Office 

(RKDO) initiative entitled 
'Solving Homelessness - A 

Task For The Whole Commu-

nity'.  Given the large number 

of young people serving in 

HMAS TOOWOOMBA, we 

thought this was exactly the 

sort of thing we could get 

involved with.  Being engaged 

with such a worthy cause as 

Chesterfield House provides 

an enormously rewarding 

opportunity to give something 

back to the local community, 

and our own version of a  

òBackyard Blitzó, was a great 

way to get involved and make 

a difference" Commander 

Ingham said. 

 
The team from Toowoomba 

worked side by side with 

youth residents and the staff 

of Chesterfield House and 

members of the local Rotary. 

Also lending a hand on the day 

was the Mayor of Rockingham 

Mr Barry Sammels and State 

Government Member of Par-

liament for South Metropoli-

tan (Perth) Mr Phil Edman 

MLC. A vast array of plants as 

well as mulch was donated by 

the City of Rockingham. 

 
The day was considered a 

great success. Manager of 

Chesterfield House, Valda 

Culverhouse said that she was 

absolutely delighted by the 

transformation, òThe results 

the guys and girls from 

Toowoomba achieved was 

truly amazing. Before they 

started this place was a mess, 

quite desolate. My staff and I 

and our young people are 

overwhelmed, thank you so 

very much!ó she said. 

 
As Toowoomba is keen to 

build its new relationship and 

association with Chesterfield 

House the sailors will be host-

ing the youth residents for 

tours and briefs onboard 

whilst the ship is alongside at 

FBW.  

BACKYARD BLITZ  

òThe results 

the guys and 

girls from 

Toowoomba 

achieved was 

truly amazingó. 
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LEUT Rob Cousins and ABET Samantha Whitfield assisted in 
the garden of Chesterfield House.  

Painting, Gardening and Cheerfulness, was the 
recipe for success at Chesterfield House.  



In May this year, whilst fulfill-

ing Plan TRAIN duties and 

completing an SRA alongside 

at Fleet Base West 

TOOWOOMBA hosted the 

Governor of Western Austra-

lia, His Excellency Dr Ken 

Michael, AC, as the guest of 

honour at a lunch onboard. 

His Excellency was joined by a 
number of other guests in-

cluding His Worship Cr Barry 

Sammels, the Mayor of Rock-

ingham and Toowoombaõs 

patron Judy Blight who 

launched and commissioned 

the ship. 

 
The purpose of the visit by 

the Governor was to provide 

an opportunity for His Excel-

lency to tour the ship, learn 

about the Anzac Class frigates 

and importantly, to meet 

Toowoombaõs Shipõs Com-
pany. This was His Excel-

lencyõs first visit to an RAN 

warship in 12 years. 

 
As a Doctor of Civil Engineer-

ing, His Excellency was keen 

to hear about the RANõs Ship 

Repair Availability and mainte-

nance processes. 

Toowoombaõs Marine Engi-

neering Officer, Lieutenant 

Commander Guy Lewis ex-

plained the organisation for 

maintenance and repair high-

lighting the Navyõs focus on 

technical regulation and safety, 

particularly personnel, work 

practice and site safety on-

board ship. 

 
Lieutenant Commander Guy 

Lewis commented that òThe 

Governor visited the Machin-

ery Control Room and intro-

duced himself as a Civil Engi-

neer.  He showed a great 

interest in the shipõs propul-

sion plant, particularly the Gas 

Turbine.  His Excellency in-

formed us that he had visited 

numerous large commercial 

sites during his many years as 

a Civil Engineer. During these 

visits, he said that it was very 

evident how these sites were 

being managed. During his tour, 

the Governor added that it was 

plain to see that Toowoomba 

was a very well run ship that 

was manned by  motivated and 

professional sailors who clearly 

took great pride in their Shipó 
 
As the Shipõs Commissioning 

Lady, Judy Blight last visited 

HMAS TOOWOOMBA when 
the Ship returned from an Op-

eration SLIPPER deployment at 

the end of 2009, she said she 

was again òthrilled to return to 

Toowoomba so soonó. òThe 

close relationship we enjoy with 

our patron Judy, whose father 

was the Commanding Officer of 

TOOWOOMBA I during 

World War II, is an important 

aspect of our unique 

Toowoomba identityó explained 

Commander Ingham.   

 

 

Vice Regal Visit by Governor of Western Australia  

ò...thrilled to 

return to 

Toowoomba 

so soonó. 
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L to R, Rockingham Mayor, Barry Sammuels, CMDR Ingham, Dr Ken 
Michael, Mr Pete Sammons, Ms Judy Blight, Mr Ed Punchard, Capt 

Brett Dowsing, enjoyed the tour of HMAS TOOWOOMBA.  

His Excellency, Dr Ken Michael AC, talks to Engineering Per-
sonnel about operating HMAS TOOWOOMBAõs Marine Engi-

neering Plant.  



It was a proud homecoming for 

a number of officers and sailors 

recently when 11 members of 

HMAS TOOWOOMBA, visited 

Toowoomba, The Darling 

Downs, Queensland, to rein-

vigorate relationships with the 

city and the region. The contin-

gent included a number of 

Queenslanders. Two members, 
LEUT Sarah Tame and Leading 

Seaman David Jones, are origi-

nally from Toowoomba. While 

LEUT Tame often returns to 

the city where her parents still 

live, it was LS Jonesõ first home-

coming in five years. 
òItõs great to be back in 

Toowoomba representing 

HMAS Toowoomba,ó he said. 

 
The team participated in a busy 

programme of events leading up 

to ANZAC Day, which culmi-

nated in the Dawn service and 

march. They visited TS 

Toowoomba, which is the larg-

est Navy Cadet unit in Australia. 

I t  was  c lear  tha t  TS 

Toowoomba are very proud 

and feel a very strong affinity 

and connection with HMAS 

TOOWOOMBA. Many of the 

cadets indicated their desire to 

join the Navy in the future. 

 
The contingent spent a morning 

at the Toowoomba Flexi-

School, participating in a small 

but very moving ANZAC day 

service. They donated $2600 to 

the school from funds raised 

during the 2009 Op Slipper 

deployment. The Flexi-School 

caters for students who, for 

various reasons including abuse, 

have been unable to thrive in 

mainstream education. The 

school, which is HMAS 

TOOWOOMBAõs official 

charity, has taken on the 

Shipõs motto òFearlessó. 

 
Th e  sma l l  t eam f rom 

TOOWOOMBA also partici-

pated in a large ANZAC Day 

service (over 2000 people) at 

the Toowoomba Grammar 

School, with the Commanding 

Officer delivering the main ad-

dress. The team also gave pres-

entations on the ship and life in 

the Navy to selected classes, as 

well as to the school Army 

Cadet Unit, and visited 

Toowoomba Glennie School to 

make similar presentations, 

LEUT Tame being an ex-

s t u d e n t .  

 

One absolute highlight was an 

afternoon tea at a local café 

w i t h  t h e  " O l d  a n d 
Bold" (veterans) from the Naval 

Association. òWhen we arrived 

at the cafe they gave us a stand-

ing ovation - for some this was a 

major feat in itselfó. 
There was a reception at City 

Hall, where Toowoomba Re-

gional Council Mayor, Council-

lor Peter Taylor and regional 

leaders reaffirmed the regionõs 

strong ties with and great pride 

in the Anzac-class frigate bear-

ing Toowoombaõs name. Cr 

Taylor said òWe are delighted 

to have HMAS Toowoomba 

representatives hereéó òTheir 

job is a difficult one that many 

of us here simply couldnõt un-

dertake. Being away from 

friends and family for great 

lengths of time is a difficult task 

in itself, but to be constantly 

prepared to lend assistance to 

ongoing conflicts and to face 

real threats and real weapons 

requires a bravery that is truly 

admirable and is a credit to all 

those serving on the shipó. 

 

 

Cont.......Pg 7  

TOOWOOMBA Visits its Namesake City.  

òItõs great to 

be back in 

Toowoomba 

representing 

HMAS 

Toowoomba,ó  
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A group of Ships Company participate in ANZAC Day services 
at local schools throughout the community of TOOWOOMBA 

City.  

City of TOOWWOOMBA Local, LEUT Sarah Tame, talks to 
staff and students at the TOOWOOMBA Grammar School 

about life onboard HMAS TOOWOOMBA.  



Cr Taylor called on the Com-

manding Officer, CMDR Ing-

ham to address the gathering, 

who spoke of the shipõs Op 

Slipper deployment in 2009 

and the vital role it has played 

in anti-terrorism and anti-

p i r a c y  m i s s i o n s .  

 

òIn everything we do we know 
we have a personal and pro-

fessional reputation to uphold 

a n d  w h e r e v e r  t h e 

Toowoomba name goes in the 

world we hope to do the city 

proud and reflect the respect 

and strong support that 

comes from the region,ó 

C M D R  I n g h a m  s a i d .  

 

The last time the shipõs com-

pany visited the City was in 

2006 when they exercised 

Freedom of Entry and were 

presented with the key to the 

city. This time Mayor Peter 

Taylor ensured the all-access 

pass extended to all corners 

of the region. 

 
òThis is not a formal cere-

mony to do so, but can I con-

firm, on behalf of Toowoomba 

Regional Council, you still 

have the right to enter the 

city and the offer extends to 

the region,ó Cr Taylor said. 
On ANZAC Day the team 

from HMAS TOOWOOMBA 

led the march to the 

Toowoomba ôMotherõs Me-

morialõ and took pride of 

place, front and centre on 

parade. CMDR Ingham deliv-

ered the Dawn Service ad-

dress and the Shipõs Chaplain, 

Steve Gunther said the 

prayers. In his speech to a 

gathered crowd of around 

11,000, CMDR Ingham told 

the story of the Australian 
Submarine AE2, as well as the 

RAN Bridging Teamõs little 

known but heroic contribu-

tions to the Gallipoli cam-

paign. 

 
The visit was an outstanding 

s u c c e s s .   W h e n 

TOOWOOMBA again visits 

en mass a very warm 

Toowoomba community wel-

come awaits the entire Shipõs 

Company. 

TOOWOOMBA City Visit Cont...  

òwherever the 

Toowoomba 

name goes in 

the world we 

hope to do the 

city proudó 
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City of TOOWOOMBA Locals, 
LEUT Sarah Tame and LSET 

David Jones. 



Last year, HMAS TOOWOOMBA embarked an Australian film crew for our Anti Piracy Deployment. This 

has now been turned into a 4 x one hour, TV Documentary. This fantastic vision will go to air on the 18th 

October on the National Geographic Channel. It will also be shown on a free to air station later in the 

year or early next year. 

Just another exciting chapter in the life of HMAS TOOWOOMBA, and is highly encouraging viewing. 

 

For more information, and a sneak peak, check out the website link below. 

 

http://natgeotv.com.au/programmes/australian -pirate -patrol/?Id=1832  

With the 2010 Federal Elec-

tion run and eventually won, 

Ships Companies from all 

Australian Ships participating 

in Exercise KAKADU, were 

not exempt from voting. 

 

The Australian Electoral 

Commission arranged and 

set-up Pre-Poll voting 

booths to ensure all partici-

pants could cast their vote 

prior to the  21 August elec-

tion. 

 

The AEC made it possible 

for most personnel to vote 

for their enrolled electorates 

 

With over 700 Navy person-

nel serving on participating 

ships, plus over 200 in on 

ground staff, having the 

chance to cast their votes 

and avoid the possible fines 

for not voting, was a wel-

come relief . 

TOOWOOMBAõs TV Documentary. 

No-one escapes a Federal Election. 
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RIGHT: - TOOWOOMBA 

WEEO, LCDR Jason Middle-
ton, Casts his vote in the 2010 

Federal Elecetion, In Darwin.  



The chrome was polished, 

the leathers on and the bikes 

ready to go on June 6th as 

b i k e r s  f r o m  H M A S 

TOOWOOMBA roared out 

of Rockingham for the Pur-

ple Pony M.C. inaugural mo-

torbike ride.  

 
Fifteen keen riders including 

TOOWOOMBA's Executive 

Officer (LCDR Simon How-

ard) and several other mem-

bers of shipõs company took 

advantage of the fine 

weather to take part in the 

country cruise from Rock-

ingham to Dwellingup, wind-

ing around Serpentine Dam 

and eventually arriving at 

West Coast Motorcycle 

Clothing for a barbecue 

lunch hosted by the business 

owner CPO Michael Gill 

from FSU-Perth.  

 
The motorcycles were as 

varied as were the skill levels 

of the riders, ranging from 

beginners on Hyosung 250cc 

bikes to the more senior 

riders on Honda Shadow 

Cruisers. The slight hills and 

snaking roads of the inland 

countryside were appealing 

to all riders. ABET Williams 

who organised the ride said 

"It's about being a team and 

being mates. Building confi-

dence in your own abilities 

and trusting in the people 

around you. It is about learn-

ing from the varied experi-

ence around you and just 

having a good time!"  

 
The ride itself, aimed at pro-

moting confidence and mate-

ship amongst a very new 

crew as well as promoting 

good rider discipline and 

safety, totalled 255km 

through the hills and along 

the coast of Perth's south-

west region and was the first 

o rgan ised  ou t ing  o f 

TOOWOMBA's Purple 

Pony M.C. 

Innagural Purple Pony MC Bike -Ride. 

 

The 

motorcycles 

were as varied 

as were the 

skill levels of 

the riders 
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The riders that took part in the Inaugural Purple Pony MC Bike 
Ride to Serpentine and Dwellingup.  

A variety of Motorcycles' line the 
local street in Serpentine WA.  


