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LEUT Jen Evans is a Registered Nurse 

at Sydney’s Westmead Hospital. 

Asked why she had volunteered to 

serve in Navy she replied: “I heard that 

there was a shortage of theatre nurses 

with Navy.” 

She had not completed her REOC 

before she deployed on Sumatra Assist.

LCDR Rod McLean is one of the 

longest-serving members in the RAN. 

Enlisting in 1968, he rose through 

the ranks to become a medical 

administration officer. 

“The Navy has provided me with 

many fantastic opportunities to  

help others,” he said.

LEUT Deidre Smith is a theatre 

nurse with more than thirty years’ 

experience. 

“It is very gratifying teaching local 

health workers. They are really 

keen and eager to learn, and their 

enthusiasm is infectious,” she said.

LCDR Neil Smith is a general and 

respiratory physician.

“I volunteered because I was 

impressed by Navy’s commitment to 

delivering humanitarian assistance 

in neighbouring countries,” LCDR 

Smith said.

THE REQUIREMENTS of the ADF are providing 

more and more opportunities for naval 

reservists to spread their wings.

Typical of these is PREL officer LEUT Andrew 

Silver who deployed to the Middle East Area 

of Operations and found himself engaged in 

everything from providing PA support to the 

Deputy Prime Minister to chasing pirates in 

the Gulf of Aden.

LEUT Silver, who is a solicitor with the 

Melbourne law firm Stynes Dixon, was 

destined for a naval career.

He was commissioned in 2007; the same 

year, his father, CMDR John Silver retired after 

38 years as a Reserve medical officer.

“I was delighted and very proud when Andrew 

was commissioned as an officer in the RANR 

and also with his subsequent enthusiasm for 

the Service,” CMDR Silver said. 

“He has been fortunate to have been offered 

an operational deployment as important as 

Operation Slipper so early in his naval career. 

Variety the spice of life in the MEAO

Following in his father’s foot steps, LEUT Andrew Silver 
has found his Navy career to be a great experience. 

The experience will stand him in good stead 

for both his civilian work as a lawyer and his 

career in the Navy.” 

On his first operational overseas deployment, 

for six months LEUT Silver found himself in 

Iraq and Afghanistan and embarked in HMAS 

Toowoomba during her counter-terrorism and 

anti-piracy patrols.

He was employed as the 2IC of the media 

operations unit (including six weeks as the 

OIC) and found himself providing PA support 

to a range of politicians, including the Deputy 

Prime Minister Julia Gillard, Federal Leader of 

the Opposition Malcolm Turnbull, a number 

of former and serving Defence Ministers and 

Shadow Ministers, CDF ACM Angus Houston 

and CJOPS LTGEN Mark Evans.

“Not surprisingly, this was a great experience,” 

LEUT Silver said.

“By being immersed in the job over the last 

six months, I have learned a lot about how 

an operational Headquarters operates; the 

needs and priorities of those at the tactical 

and operational levels and the subtleties of 

working in a ‘purple’ environment.”
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LEUT Hill is a merchant marine officer who 

is the captain of the Liquefied Natural Gas 

(LNG) ship, the 72,000-tonne Sohar LNG, 

operating between the Persian Gulf and 

Spain. 

During her passages, the ship transits the 

pirate waters of the Gulf of Aden (GOA). Much 

has been written about incidents there and 

Navy News has run stories about the RAN’s 

involvement. Here is the story told from the 

point of view of a merchant ship at risk in 

those waters.

“I FLEW from Sydney to Kuwait on September 

6 and rejoined the Sohar LNG at anchor two 

days later.

It was an eerie sight as we skirted down the 

seaward side of the 20nm long anchorages 

off Fujairah and Khwar Fakkan, with the sun 

setting and the lights of over 300 ships at 

anchor slowly becoming visible through the 

haze.

We reached our rendezvous position and then 

sailed east. We had to clear the Gulf of Oman 

and dispose of 90 days accumulated galley 

waste before returning to Qalhat in Oman to 

load some cargo.

The ship berthed 14 days later, loaded and 

sailed the following evening. We cleared 

the Strait of Hormuz on the afternoon of 

September 25 and proceeded to Fujairah.

There, we loaded a full cargo of LNG and next 

day sailed for Bilbao, Spain. Shortly after 

departure, we conducted anti-piracy drills 

and implemented the anti-piracy contingency 

plan. Four charged fire hoses were discharged 

GOA, 
another side 
to the story
By LEUT Gregory Hill, RANR

over the stern, dummies were tied in place 

on deck, the accommodation went into lock-

down, we darkened ship and watches were 

doubled. The only lights visible at night were 

our navigation lights. 

We entered the Arabian Sea on September 

30 and set course for the GOA.

As we steamed down the coast of Oman, all 

was quiet. The 27 knot head winds reduced 

our speed to less than 17 knots at times; the 

moon shone brightly, making our five newly-

painted domes glow in the dark. 

It was an uncomfortable feeling. We stood 

out like a sore thumb, and with our speed 

down, our main defence against attack was 

degraded. The only thing going for us was our 

size; our 16m freeboard makes boarding an 

LNG tanker at sea a very daunting task. 

We entered the westbound corridor in the 

GOA at on the night of October 1. There were 

several warship broadcasts on VHF channel 

16 and lots of ships coming and going. We 

passed several “Group Sailings” and saw 

several warships and traditional small craft. 

Next day the winds abated and we increased 

speed. For the first time in 48 hours it looked 

like I might make my Suez Canal Convoy on 

the 6th.”

At this point, CAPT Hill sighted a suspicious 

vessel. It was a fishing vessel that was 

steering erratically at 7 knots and did not 

seem to be following any specific course. The 

vessel passed closed down Sohar’s port side.

“I submitted a suspicious small craft report 

and a warship investigated.

It was good to hear warship 156 (HMAS 

Toowomba, which had only a few days before 

disarmed a suspect pirate vessel closing on 

another merchant ship, Ed.] on the VHF, an 

Aussie voice so far from home. 

That night we experienced a lot of radar 

interference; it was almost impossible to 

identify any small targets on the radar. We 

saw a flare low on the horizon on the port 

beam and reported it to another warship.

Our passage ended when we exited the 

westbound corridor the 3rd and entered the 

Bab el Mandeb Straits. We transited the Red 

Sea and Suez Canal, arriving in Alexandria on 

the 7th. 

A week later, we arrived safely in Bilboa.”
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PONPC Norman Absolom has advice for all 

PN personnel paying off.

“Seriously consider looking at the Reserves 

as it has such a lot to offer,” he says.

“Everyone has different lifestyle requirements 

so Reserves can work really well for people 

who only want to do a few days.”

His time in the PN meant he was often far 

away from family with gaps as long as seven 

months.

PO Absolom lives in Maroochydore, 

Queensland, with his wife and 16-year-old 

son and reckons he has found the perfect 

balance between family life and his passion 

for the Navy.

He joined HMAS Norman late last year and 

is currently working with the same crew in 

HMAS Huon.

“It’s working well for me and so far, I’ve been 

really lucky with this crew,” he says.

“It’s a great crew and I’m hoping to come 

back.”

Copping it 
sweet
By SBLT Carolyn Docking

His military career started in 1980 with a 

stint in the Army as a cook followed by time 

in the Army reserves. He joined the Navy in 

1990.

Initially, he aimed to do 10 years in each 

service but Navy was where he found his 

passion and ultimate career as a naval police 

coxswain.

 “I always wanted to have a policing role and 

I’m glad I did it as there have been different 

areas to go into such as investigations, small 

boats and major fleet units,” he says.

“There is so much variety in this branch.”

On board Huon, PO Absolom acts as the 

Divisional Senior Sailor for the Supply 

Department, enforces discipline, handles 

leave and posting movements and provides 

general advice to the command on the 

Defence Force Discipline Act and other 

matters.

He started his NPC career at Maritime 

Headquarters (MHQ) and then worked at 

HMAS Watson before posting to HMAS 

Newcastle as a Leading Seaman.

He was promoted to Petty Officer at 

HMAS Kuttabul where he worked as the 

disciplinarian coxswain before completing 

a navigation course and posting to HMAS 

Warrnambool.

He discharged for a short time and joined 

the Reserves but the lure of the Navy soon 

beckoned him back into permanent service. 

He posted to HMAS Norman, then to MHQ 

and finally to the Armidale Class patrol boats 

before paying off in Darwin.

PO Absolom describes his career as enjoyable 

and still going ahead on a part-time basis.

“Throughout my military career, it has been 

exciting and challenging, and I’ve made many 

new friends,” he says.

“It’s good how the permanent Navy and 

Reserves work so well together and with 

proper planning, you can still have the 

military life and family life.

“I now try and work one month on and one 

month off, which means I’m virtually working 

six months of the year.

“I can look at a ship’s movements and maybe 

go for two months but then I’ll have two 

months at home.

“That means the ship’s happy, the family’s 

happy and I’m happy.”PONPC Norman Absolom lays down the law aboard HMAS Huon during Exercise Dugong off Hobart.  
Photo: SBLT Carolyn Docking.

PONPC Norman Absolom pipes the Still.  
Photo: SBLT Carolyn Docking.
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A HIGHLIGHT of the recent South Australian 

Navy Week celebrations was the visit of the 

Anzac Class Frigate HMAS Parramatta when 

she attracted approximately 4,000 people 

during the ship’s open day and achieved a 

couple of personal ‘firsts’.

It was her first visit to the capital of the 

southern state and she was the first naval 

vessel to berth at the South Australian 

government’s new 213 metre-long wharf at 

Techport, which is part of the new Air Warfare 

Destroyer project.

Her visit also provided the local Naval 

Reserve Dive Team Nine (DT 9) an opportunity 

to exercise their wharf clearance and hull 

search skills. 

DT 9 played a key role behind the scenes 

when it searched the dock prior to 

Parramatta’s berthing to ensure the area was 

free of hazards. 

“We found two objects that needed to be 

moved, right under where Parramatta was to 

berth,” POCD Nic Dirubbo said. 

“One object was a solid structure protruding 

more than one metre high from the bottom. 

“It was lifted using air bags and moved to a 

shallow location. The second object was not 

so solid and ended up breaking apart with 

the pressure of the lift bag.

“Once Parramatta was alongside, we assisted 

with a routine check on her sonar dome. 

“We also carried out two hull searches for our 

own training.”

The CO NHQ-SA, CMDR Craig Pritchard 

acknowledged the key role his small team of 

PN and NR personnel played in ensuring the 

success of Navy Week celebrations.

“We conducted a range of activities under 

the banner of Navy Week which enabled us to 

engage the South Australian community at a 

number of levels,” he said.

“The SA detachment of the RAN Band played 

a key role, performing at a number of country 

and city locations including the Jamestown 

air show and daily performances for shoppers 

and workers along one of Adelaide’s busy city 

precincts.” 

Bandmaster CPO Doug Antonoff said it was 

“one of the best Navy Weeks ever” and, apart 

from the usual ceremonial aspects, the band 

“also got out among the community and 

engage a diverse cross section of people 

from school children to visitors for HMAS 

Parramatta’s open day.”

With the focus of promoting Navy to the 

South Australian community, Navy Week 

also provided an opportunity to showcase 

some of the career opportunities in the RAN 

while allowing the public to see some of the 

equipment and technology in the Navy work 

environment.

Reserves to 
the fore in 
Navy Week
By CMDR Steve Dunning

Top Image: From left, Navy Reserve band SA’s LS Luke 
Thompson, LS James Atkinson and AB Sergei Grynchuk  
are joined by an enthusiastic admirer.

Centre Image: HMAS Parramatta comes alongside for  
the first time.

Bottom Image: Visit coordinator WO Jeff Schultz calls 
on the ship.
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THE South Australia (SA) detachment of the 

RAN Band continues to hit the right notes 

and reach out to new audiences under the 

direction of Bandmaster CPOMUSN Doug 

Antonoff.

With the addition of a number of new recruits, 

the SA detachment has completed several 

community and ceremonial performances 

during the year, which culminated in a highly 

successful 10 days of performances under 

NHQ-SA’s community engagement strategy 

during Navy Week celebrations.

While the band comprises a number of long 

serving stalwarts, including CPO Antonoff, the 

recent addition of talented musicians such 

as brass instrumentalist SMNMUSN Ivan 

Cooper have added another dimension to the 

detachment’s repertoire.

CPO Antonoff said that SMN Cooper, a 

Bachelor of Education student at Adelaide 

University, was a great role model and 

earlier this year had performed in uniform 

at the Tabor Christian College where he was 

completing a teacher practicum placement.

“Since enlisting in the RAN reserves as 

a musician earlier this year, SMN Cooper 

has been proactive in using his civilian 

connections in the SA education system to 

promote performances by the RAN Band at 

schools and Tabor College,” CPO Antonoff 

said.  

“During Navy Week, the detachment 

conducted a workshop with eight middle 

school music students who later performed 

in one of two concerts performed by the 

detachment at the college. 

“It was a huge success and for most of the 

students it was the first time they had had 

the opportunity to work and perform with 

professional musicians.

Navy Musos hit the right chord
By CMDR Steve Dunning

“One staff member said many students had 

asked: ‘Can we leave school at 15 and join 

the Navy?’”   

The performance was the highlight of the 

week for the band members, too. 

Tabor College’s Junior Primary Coordinator, Ms 

Esme Leibbrandt described the detachment’s 

performance as a “wonderful musical 

experience”.

“The children and staff enjoyed every minute 

and we would love you to come back next 

year,” she said. 

Ms Leibbrandt was keen to also include some 

feedback from the students, which included:

“One word ‘Awesome’!”

“I want to play with them in the future.”

“They were heaps fun, exciting and 

entertaining.”

“They are very professional and everyone 

really listens to the conductor.”

“They are energetic and know what they are 

doing and are really tight with each other.”

“It was a great experience to have.”

SMN Cooper described the workshop as “an 

exciting challenge” for him to help organise 

and coordinate as a new member of the 

detachment.

“The event was a tremendous success 

and the band members received many 

compliments from staff and students, which 

made it all the more worthwhile,” he said.

SMN Cooper said comments from the middle 

school students inspired him to look at future 

opportunities to showcase the RAN Band.

Caption: L-R - LSMUSN Joel Walker, ABMUSN Darcy Fitzpatrick and  SMNMUSN Ivan Cooper 
performing with Year 10 Tabor College students. Pic: CPO Doug Antonoff
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WARRANT Officer Bob McCann loved to tinker 

with engines as a child, so it was no surprise 

to his parents when he joined the Navy in 

1980 as a Stoker (Marine Technician), at the 

age of 17.

Twenty-nine years on following his retirement 

from the PN earlier this year, Navy Reservist 

WO McCann enjoyed his second world trip, 

this time as the Senior Marine Technician 

onboard HMAS Sydney during the ship’s 

recent five-month Northern Trident 

deployment. 

During his Navy career, WO McCann deployed 

to the Persian Gulf four times, as well as 

several trips to South East Asia. Coincidentally, 

his first circumnavigation also was aboard 

Sydney.

“I have served in five ships, but it was a 

particular highlight to be posted to Sydney 

after being part of the original commissioning 

crew back in 1983,” WO McCann said.

 “Some of the highlights of this deployment 

have been getting to visit some great ports 

and see some famous sights. I loved the 

chance to visit New York. We arrived early on 

a Sunday morning, with perfect clear skies 

and the view as we sailed past the Statue 

of Liberty was incredible. It was fantastic to 

be able to experience the city from a Navy 

perspective rather than just as a tourist.

“I was also lucky enough to participate in a 

photo shoot in Times Square. About 20 of us 

got dressed in our ceremonial uniforms and 

the shoot was filmed and streamed live on 

the NewsCorp Astrovision Screen. Everyone 

walking past stopped and watched us and 

I felt really proud to be an Australian and to 

have the opportunity to promote the RAN to 

people in New York.

Second time around By LEUT Anna Glover

“It was great to go on such a high profile 

and extensive deployment such as Northern 

Trident.  I went on Sydney’s world trip in 

1990, but never thought that I would get 

another opportunity to go around the world 

again, let alone in an Adelaide Class Frigate. 

“The great thing about being a Reservist is 

the flexibility it affords me. I had the choice 

of a CFTS contract from three months to 24 

months if I wanted to. I get the same benefits 

as the PN and I get to maintain my pension.”

“There have been plenty of changes to the 

Navy since I joined, some good and some 

bad, but the main message is still the same – 

Navy is a fantastic career.

“Whether you are in the PN or a Reservist, the 

opportunities are endless and going to sea 

is something everyone should experience,” 

he said.
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Harper Collins Publishers 2009 – RRP $55.

BY SGT Dave Morley

MANY of the myths surrounding the 1941 

disappearance of HMAS Sydney (II) with 

its entire 645-man crew were finally laid to 

rest in March 2008 with the ship and HSK 

Kormoran’s discovery off Western Australia.

US-born shipwreck hunter David Mearns 

commenced searching for the wrecks of the 

Sydney and Kormoran after conducting six 

years of research and interviews.

Although Mr Mearns had located 21 major 

shipwrecks, including HMS Hood [sunk 

in May, 1941 by the German battleship 

Bismarck], and been awarded three Guinness 

World Records, he said his biggest challenge 

was finding Sydney.

“The search appealed to me because two 

ships would be found in one expedition,” he 

said. 

“Once we found the Kormoran we would find 

the Sydney.”

Using information gleaned from wartime 

archives and given by former crew members 

of the Kormoran, Mearns located the ship 64 

hours after commencing the search. 

While Kormoran’s discovery was being 

announced by the Prime Minister, HMAS 

Sydney was found.

Mr Mearns said that within days of the ships 

being found there were 12 million hits on his 

website.

“I have never seen a similar case where there 

has been so much excitement in a ship being 

found,” he said.

Now, he has written of the search. His book is 

called The Search for the Sydney.

The Search for the Sydney
By David L Mearns

Its subtitle is “How Australia’s greatest 

maritime mystery was solved”.

The book looks like a coffee table book 

but is a serious historical account of HMAS 

Sydney’s service to Australia, the subsequent 

inquiries into her loss, the interviews and, 

finally, her discovery.

“It was never my mission to get into the 

conspiracy theories or to debunk rumour – 

I’m just a shipwreck hunter,” Mr Mearns said.

This is his second book (the first was called 

Hood and Bismarck), and the publishers have 

done an excellent job with it. 

The inside of the dust jacket features a copy 

of the shipbuilder’s plans of Sydney while the 

hard cover is embossed with her crest and 

the map reference of her final resting place.

The book includes dozens of never-before-

seen photos of the wreckage of Sydney 

strewn over the sea floor.

It is well worth a read, regardless of what 

branch of the ADF you happen to be from.

The Search for the Sydney is available from 

Harper Collins Publishers and all major book 

retailers for a recommended retail price of 

$55; it is money well spent.

“We just found Sydney. 

We’ve got it. It’s absolutely 
crystal clear. 

She’s sitting upright in a 
small debris field. There’s no 
doubt about it. 

The Prime Minister or 
anybody else can announce 
it. 

We have found HMAS 
Sydney.”
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