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2339.—Fire Prevention in Admiralty Establishments at Home—Introduction of 
Compulsion

(C.E. 53683/42.— 14.5.1942.)

A ttention is drawn to  the F ire Prevention (Government Premises) Order, 1942, 
issued by  the  Minister of Home Security, on May 4th, 1942 (S.R. & O. 839) which is 
reproduced as Appendix I  to  th is Order.

2. The new Order, which follows in general the lines of the F ire Prevention 
(Business Premises) (No. 2) Order, 1941, as amended by the F ire Prevention (Business 
Premises) Order, 1942, lays on the appropriate D epartm ent for Government premises 
to  which the Order applies the obligation to  make proper and adequate fire prevention 
arrangements as defined in the Order and imposes on male persons of the prescribed 
ages working a t such premises other than  Service personnel a du ty  to  perform fire 
prevention duties a t  the premises where they  work or a t  the  premises which are 
included in the same arrangements, unless they  are exempted under the term s of 
the Order or are performing duties under voluntary  arrangements. The Order takes 
the place b u t follows generally the  lines of the  arrangem ents described in Treasury 
Circular 2/41 (Appendix I  of A.F.O. 705/41) under which departm ents were instructed 
to  ac t in accordance w ith the provisions of-the F ire Prevention (Business Premises) 
Order, 1941. Instead of a report under paragraph 20 of th a t Circular, criminal 
proceedings m ay now be taken as described in paragraph 26 below and the new pro
cedure shall be substituted for the instrum ent of suspending from  du ty  a Civil 
Servant who does not perform his F ire Prevention obligations).

I .  P r e m i s e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  O r d e r  a p p l i e s

3. The Order applies :—
(а) to  all A dm iralty premises situated  in areas prescribed under the F ire

Prevention (Business Premises) Orders except where such premises are 
specifically exempted from  the provisions of th e  Order by  the  
A dm iralty ;

(б) to  such A dm iralty premises outside those areas as are specifically prescribed
by  the Admiralty.

4. The term  A dm iralty premises (“  premises occupied by  or for the purpose of 
the A dm iralty ” ) should be taken to  mean only those premises actually occupied by 
the N avy or by  A dm iralty Civil Establishm ents : it should no t be taken to  include 
any premises occupied by  A dm iralty contractors or otherwise no t directly occupied 
by  N aval personnel or A dm iralty civil employees, except where such' premises are 
within the boundary of an A dm iralty Establishm ent.

5. Their Lordships’ intention is th a t the Order shall not be applied to  any 
establishment

(o) which is occupied entirely by  Service personnel (including W.R.N.S.)> 
e.g., barracks, training establishments, etc. ; or

(6) in which the  Service personnel bear such an overwhelming superiority in 
numbers to  the  A dm iralty civil personnel th a t the la tte r cannot be 
conveniently included in  any scheme for fire prevention in  connection 
w ith those premises.

6. Any premises occupied by  bo th  Service personnel and A dm iralty civil 
employees in which it  is desired th a t  the la tte r should be included in compulsory 
fire prevention schemes m ust, however, be brought under the Order.

7. I t  is emphasised th a t the exemption of the premises referred to  in paragraph 5 
from the  provisions of the Order does-not in  any w ay absolve the Officers-in-Charge 
of those premises from  the du ty  of m aking adequate arrangem ents for fire 
prevention ; Service personnel are exempted from  the Order because they  are 
required to  perform du ty  in  connection w ith  fire prevention as a  m atte r of 
disciplinary routine.

8. As regards A d m i r a l t y  premises situated  in areas outside those prescribed 
under the F ire Prevention (Business Premises) Order, Their Lordships’ intention 
is th a t all such premises (other th an  those occupied solely or m ainly by Naval 
personnel as described in paragraph 5 above) shall be prescribed.
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9. R eports (in the form  shown below) are to  be forwarded by  Officers in 

Charge of Establishm ents through the usual Service channels to  reach the A dm iralty 
(Naval Law Branch) not la ter than  May 31st, 1942, showing :—

(a) A dm iralty premises situated  w ithin th e  areas prescribed under the Fire
Prevention (Business Premises) Order and which it is desired to 
exempt from the provisions of the F ire Prevention (Government 
Premises) Order.

(b) A dm iralty premises situated  outside those areas to  which it  is desired th a t
the  Fire Prevention (Government Premises) Order should apply.

10. These returns are to  be forwarded in the*following form  :—-
Postal Full Purpose W hether Approximate num ber of

Address. description for which Adm iralty (a) Service personnel.
of premises occupied. owned, (6) A d m i r a l t y  c i v i l
(see note). requisitioned personnel.

or leased. (c) O ther persons (see note) 
regularly employed 
on premises.

Note.— (i) The description of premises should be sufficient to  identify the 
premises and their extent. Buildings not w ithin the same premises m ust be listed 
separately.

(ii) A short description of the “ other persons ” regularly employed on the 
premises should be added, e.g. contractors’ workmen.

11. I f  the Officer-in-Charge of anyes tablishm ent is uncertain whether the 
premises are or are not w ithin an  area to  which the Fire Prevention (Business 
Premises) Order applies he should make enquiries from  the Local A uthority  or 
Regional Commissioner. The local Officer in  Charge of Works can indicate the 
tenure of the premises.

12. W henever additional premises are taken over by  N aval or A dm iralty 
civil authorities the  question of the application to  them  of the Fire Prevention 
(Governm ent Premises) Order is to  be considered, and if necessary, a report on the 
foregoing lines is to  be made for their exemption or prescription.

I I .  A r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  O r d e r

13. The Officer-in-Charge of each establishm ent will be responsible for making 
the arrangem ents under Article 3 of the Order, after consulting his superiors, as 
necessary. I t  is essential th a t each establishm ent should be dealt w ith for this 
purpose as one unit, even though occupied by  several different A dm iralty depart
m ents or organisations and even if housed in several adjacent buildings, b u t attention  
is called to  th e  proviso to  Article 2 (2) of the Order in cases of scattered establish
ments. I t  is emphasised th a t  the arrangem ents m ust cover bo th  firewatching and 
fire bomb fighting, vide para. 6 of Appendix I  and para. 2 of Appendix I I  of A.F.O. 
705/41. Details are also given in  Article 5 of the Order.

14. In  general where schemes of fire prevention have been introduced in accord
ance w ith previous A dm iralty instructions and are functioning satisfactorily, m ajor 
changes need not be made.

15. A ttention is especially called to  Article 17 of the Order concerning the 
conditions under which arrangem ents a t  present in force m ay be continued.

16. Where new arrangem ents are made, the provisions of the  Order concerning 
consultation w ith staff organisations, etc., m ust be stric tly  complied with ; the 
necessary steps are to  be taken by  Officers-in-Charge of establishments forthwith.

17. W here provisional arrangem ents for any premises to  which the Order 
applies have been in force for three m onths and a  report has therefore to  be made 
to  the  Minister under Article 3 (4) of the  Order it should be sent through the Secretary 
of the A dm iralty (C .E.l Branch).

18. W henever possible the Local F ire Prevention Authorities should be con
sulted w ith a  view to  ensuring th a t the  arrangem ents made, fit in w ith  other local 
arrangements. In  the case of large establishments it m ay be desirable to  consult 
the Regional F ire Prevention Authorities.



2339 4
I I I .  J o i n t  S c h e m e s

19. Paragraphs (3) and (4) of Article 2 of the Order provide for the making of 
joint arrangem ents both for two or more Government premises or for a  combination 
of Government and business premises. These provisions remove certain technical 
difficulties previously encountered in co-operating w ith local authorities or other 
appropriate authorities.

20. The general principles to  be followed in deciding on joint arrangem ents 
were issued in A.F.O. 2195/42.

21. Where jo in t arrangem ents are made under paragraph (3) or (4) (a) of 
Article 2 of the Order, th e  establishments solely responsible for the  adm inistration 
of the arrangem ents should normally be th e  occupier of the  largest portion of the 
premises, b u t there m ay be cases in which it  is convenient th a t an establishment 
which is no t a “ m ajor occupier'”  should take control of the  arrangements. There 
are cases, for instance, in which an establishm ent which was originally in sole 
occupation of a  building is now satisfactorily operating jo in t arrangem ents involving 
several establishments, although it is no longer the m ajor occupier ; it is no t intended 
th a t such arrangements should on th a t account be disturbed.

22. In  reaching agreement as to  w hether jo in t arrangements between Adm iralty 
and business premises should be made under paragraph 4 (a) or 4 (6) of Article 2, 
regard should norm ally be had to  th is “ m ajor occupier” principle, subject to 
the same adjustm ent to  particular circumstances as is indicated in the foregoing 
paragraph. Where the A dm iralty establishments form p art of premises not solely 
in Adm iralty occupation and outside the areas prescribed under the Fire 
Prevention (Business Premises) Order, and difficulty is experienced in providing 
satisfactory fire prevention arrangem ents for the premises as a  whole, an immediate 
report is to  be made to  the A dm iralty (C.E. I  Branch).

IV. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  b y  t h e  S t a f f s  c o n c e r n i n g  A r r a n g e m e n t s

23. W here the right of m aking representations under Article 3 (2) has been 
exercised and agreement cannot be reached locally, appeal through norm al W hitley 
or other m achinery to  the Adm iralty m ay be made against the decision reached by 
the officer responsible in the  first instance for the making of the arrangements.

V. O b l i g a t i o n s  o f  P e r s o n s  w o r k i n g  a t  A d m i r a l t y  P r e m i s e s

24. Article 4 (1) imposes a  d u ty  to  perform fire prevention duties on all male 
persons who are British subjects of the prescribed ages (a t present over 18 b u t under 
60) working on premises for which arrangements other than  voluntary  arrangements 
are in force, unless they are exempted under the term s of the Order. W here voluntary 
arrangem ents are in force a  person (male or female), whether working a t the premises 
or not, m ust perform the duties which he or she has agreed to  perform unless he or 
she has given not less th an  7 days’ notice in  writing determining his or her services, 
in connection w ith fire prevention, and th a t period has expired. The same du ty  is 
imposed on a person (male or female), w hether working a t  th e  premises or not, who 
has voluntarily agreed to  perform fire prevention duties a t  premises a t  which com
pulsory arrangem ents are in force (Article 4 (5)).

25. Any person who fails to  perform an obligation imposed under this Order is 
guilty of an offence against the Defence (General) Regulations and shall

(а) on sum m ary conviction be liable to  imprisonm ent for a  term  no t exceeding
3 m onths or to  a fine no t exceeding £100 or to  both  such imprisonment 
and such fin&; or

(б) on conviction on indictm ent be liable to  imprisonment for a term  not
exceeding 2 years or to  a  fine no t exceeding £500 or to  both  such 
imprisonment and such fine.

26. W here it  is considered th a t criminal proceedings should be institu ted  under 
these provisions an imm ediate telegraphic report is to  be made to  the Secretary of the 
Adm iralty (N.L. Branch), who will arrange for the prosecution to  be initiated. 
Prosecutions are not to  be initiated locally.

VI. E x e m p t i o n s

27. The rules laid down in A.F.O. 4341/41 and 2196/42 will continue to  govern 
the grant of an exemption under Article 4 (1) (m), and are to  be strictly  observed.
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V II. T r a v e l l i n g  E x p e n s e s  a n d  S u b s i s t e n c e  A l l o w a n c e s

28. Article 5 (2) provides for the reim bursem ent of additional travelling expenses 
reasonably incurred in consequence of the arrangem ents and for the paym ent of 
subsistence allowances in the case of arrangem ents other than  voluntary  arrange
m ents. These provisions should be applied to  all staffs, male and female, preforming 
fire prevention duties a t  Adm iralty premises, whether voluntarily or compulsorily.

29. Establishm ents should note provisos (a) and (6) to  Article 5 (2) (d) ; proviso 
(as) takes the place of paragraph 3 of A.F.O. 1616/42.

30. W here jo in t arrangem ents are m ade under Article 2 (4) (a), the subsistence 
expenses of th e  whole arrangem ents should be borne as a  final charge on the Vote 
of the  D epartm ent solely responsible for the  adm inistration of the  arrangements. 
Any departm ent taking p art in joint arrangem ents under this provision which is not 
the  departm ent responsible for the arrangem ents should pay  the subsistence allow
ances which it  has agreed to  pay  under the  arrangem ents, charging to  a  suspense 
account, and should recover from the departm ent responsible for the adm inistration 
of the arrangem ents. W here jo in t arrangem ents are m ade under Article 2 (4) (6), 
the procedure described in  paragraph 9 (c) of A.F.O. 2195/42 should be followed.

V I I I .  S l e e p i n g  A c c o m m o d a t io n  a n d  o t h e r  A m e n i t i e s

31. Establishm ents should take steps to  ensure th a t  suitable arrangem ents are 
m ade for the periodical airing and  cleaning of bedding and  th a t other proper 
am enities are provided. No hard  and  fast rules can be laid down in view of v aria
tions in the frequency an d  natu re  of the  user as well as in  the supply factor. Every 
possible effort should, however, be m ade to  see th a t a high standard  is m aintained 
and  the  establishm ent should provide th a t bedding is aired and  laundered as regularly 
as practicable.

.  I X .  I n a b i l i t y  t o  m a k e  o r  c a r r y  o u t  A r r a n g e m e n t s

32. In  any cases in  which arrangem ents cannot be m ade in accordance w ith the 
provisions of th e  Order a  report is to  be m ade a t  once th rough the usual channels 
to  the Secretary of the A dm iralty (C.E.l).

A P P E N D IX  
STATUTORY RU LES AND ORDERS 

1942 No. 839 
EMERGENCY POWERS (DEFENCE)

Fire Precautions
T h e  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  ( G o v e r n m e n t  P r e m i s e s )  O r d e r ,  1 9 4 2 ,  d a t e d  M a y  4  

1 9 4 2 ,  m a d e  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  H o m e  S e c u r i t y  u n d e r  R e g u l a t i o n s  2 7 a  
a n d  3 8  or t h e  D e f e n c e  ( G e n e r a l )  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  1 9 3 9 .

In  pursuance of the powers conferred upon me by Regulations twenty-seven 
A and thirty-eight of the Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, I  hereby order as 
.follows

1. Premises to which order applies.— This order shall apply to—
(a) premises occupied by or for the purposes of a  governm ent departm ent

and situated  in  an  area prescribed under the  Fire Prevention (Business 
Premises) Order, 1941(a), or the  F ire Prevention (Business Premises) 
(No. 2) Order, 1941(b), except such premises or classes of premises as 
m ay be prescribed ;

(b) such premises as may, be prescribed, being premises occupied by  or for
the purposes of a government departm ent b u t not situated  in such an 
area as aforesaid ;

(c) such premises or classes of premises, occupied for such purposes, as m ay
be prescribed under Article 13 of this order ; and

(d) business premises as respects which an  agreem ent madei under the next
following Article is for the tim e being in force.

2. Obligation of appropriate departments to make arrangements.— (1) Subject to  
th e  provisions of this order, the appropriate departm ent for any  premises to  which

(a) S.R. & O. 1941 No. 69. (b) S.R. & O. 1941 (No. 1411) I I , p. 533.
(59544) x 2
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this order applies shall m ake proper and adequate arrangem ents for the purpose of 
securing th a t fires occurring a t  the premises as the result of hostile a ttack  will be 
immediately detected and com bated.

(2) Where the same departm ent is the appropriate departm ent for several 
premises to  which th is order applies, th a t departm ent m ay m ake combined arrange
m ents for those premises, whether or no t they are adjoining or neighbouring 
premises or premises in the same building :

Provided th a t no person shall be required under the arrangem ents w ithout his 
consent to  perform fire prevention duties a t  any premises which are more than  two 
miles from the premises a t  which he works.

(3) The appropriate departm ents for several premises to  which th is order 
applies, being adjoining or neighbouring premises or premises in the sam e building, 
m ay m ake joint arrangem ents for those premises.

(4) The appropriate departm ent or departm ents for premises to  which this 
order applies m ay agree w ith the appropriate au thority  or appropriate authorities 
for any business premises to  which the Fire Prevention (Business Premises) (No. 2) 
Order, 1941, applies, or w ith the occupier or occupiers of any such business premises 
subject to  the approval of the appropriate au thority  or appropriate authorities for 
those premises, th a t while the  agreem ent is in force either—

(a) all the premises shall be deemed to be premises to  which this order applies
and the said appropriate departm ent or (if there are several appropriate 
departm ents concerned) one of those departm ents shall be the  appro
priate departm ent for such of the  premises as are business premises, 
and joint arrangem ents shall be m ade for all the premises under this 
o rd e r ; or

(b) all the premises shall be deemed to  be business premises to  which the
Fire Prevention (Business Premises) (No. 2) Order, 1941, applies and, 
in the case of premises other th a n  business premises, the  appropriate 
departm ent «ha.11 be deemed to  be the occupier and th e  Minister shall 
be the appropriate au thority  for the purposes of the  said order and 
jo in t arrangem ents shall be made for all the premises under the said 
order ;

and th is order or, as th e  case m ay be, the F ire Prevention (Busmess Premises) 
(No. 2) Order, 1941, shall have effect accordingly, and, on the m aking ot the joint 
arrangem ents, any arrangem ents in force for the said business premises under 
th e  F ire Prevention (Business Premises) (No. 2) Order, 1941, shall cease to  be m 
force for those premises :

Provided th a t—
(i) an agreement shall only be made under this paragraph where all the

premises to  which the agreement relates are adjoining or neighbouring 
premises or premises in  the  same building ;

(ii) where an  agreement is made under this paragraph by an occupier or
occupiers of business premises, it shall not be determined by th a t  
occupier, or, as the case m ay be, by  any of those occupiers, w ithout 
the approval of the appropriate au thority  or the au thority  which would, 
b u t for the agreement, be the appropriate au thority  for the premises 
concerned under the F ire Prevention (Business Premises) (No. 2) Order, 
1941 ;

(iii) where an agreement is m ade applying sub-paragraph (6) of th is paragraph 
by an appropriate departm ent or appropriate departm ents, i t  shall not 
be determined by th a t departm ent, or, as the case m ay be, by any ol 
those departm ents w ithout the approval of the Minister.

(5) W here joint arrangem ents are made under paragraph (3) of th is Article or 
sub-paragraph (a) of the last foregoing paragraph, for premises to  which th is order 
applies the arrangem ents shall provide th a t, in a  case where two or more appropriate 
departm ents are concerned, one of those departm ents shall be solely responsible 
for the adm inistration of the  arrangements.

(6) W here the appropriate departm ent for any premises to  which th is order 
applies is also the a p p r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i t y  for any business premises to  which th e  ire 
P r e v e n t i o n  (Business Premises) (No. 2) Order, 1941, applies, all the said p rem ies 
being adjoining or n e i g h b o u r i n g  premises or premises in the  same building, the
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departm ent m ay issue a  direction to  the  occupier or occupiers of the said business 
premises to  the  effect th a t  either sub-paragraph (a) or sub-paragraph (6) o f 
paragraph (4) of this Article shall apply to  all the  said premises, and the appropriate 
departm ent shall m ake jo in t arrangem ents for all the  said premises accordingly, 
and this order or the said F ire Prevention (Business Premises) (No. 2) Order, 1941, 
as the case m ay be, shall have effect subject to  the directions.

3. Procedure for malciny arrangements.— (I) The appropriate departm ent for 
any premises to  which th is order applies shall consult w ith the persons working a t  
the premises or w ith the ir representatives w ith respect to  the  arrangem ents to  be 
made under th is order for those premises and the m anner in  which the  arrange
m ents are to  be carried out, and, in so far as any such persons have trade union 
representatives or representatives appointed by an organisation holding a  certificate 
ot approval under th e  Civil Service (Approved Associations) Regulations, 1927(a), 
they shall be entitled to  be represented by  those representatives.

(2) The appropriate departm ent for any  such premises shall, w i t h i n  tw enty- 
one days from the date  on which this order applies to  the  premises, make the arrange
m ents under this order for the premises and on the date on which the arrangem ents 
are made the departm ent shall—

(a) in  a case where the departm ent has consulted representatives, send or
deliver to  every representative a  copy of the  arrangem ents ;

(b) in a  case where any  of the persons working a t  the premises have n o t
been represented by  representatives, in  addition to  its obligation 
(if any) under the  foregoing sub-paragraph, cause copies of the arrange
m ents to  be displayed a t  the  premises or otherwise m ade available 
for inspection a t  the premises by those persons ; 

and representations w ith respect to  the  arrangem ents m ay be made in w riting 
to  th e  appropriate departm ent by  any representative who has been consulted or 
by any person working a t  the premises who has n o t been represented by a repre- 
sen tat] ve.

(3) I lie appropriate departm ent for any  premises shall, n o t bring any  arrange
m ents in to  force before the expiration of seven days from  the  date on which the  
arrangem ents were m ade, and  shall, before bringing the  arrangem ents in to  force, 
consider any representations m ade to  it  under the  last foregoing paragraph w ithin 
the said period :

Provided th a t if, in  a  case where representations have been made to  i t  w ithin 
the said period, th e  appropriate departm ent consider i t  necessary or expedient 
th a t the arrangem ents should come in to  force forthw ith, the departm ent m ay, 
before i t  has considered or fully considered the representations, provisionally 
bring the arrangem ents in to  force, w ith  or w ithout modifications, and give notice 
thereof in writing to  every person who has m ade th e  representations.

(4) Where any such arrangem ents have been provisionally brought into force, 
under the last foregoing paragraph, the approriate departm ent shall w ithout delay 
consider, or complete its  consideration of, the  said representations and shall, n o t 
la ter than  the expiration of one m onth  from  the date  on which i t  notified th e  p ro 
visional bringing into force of the arrangem ents, or of such further periods (not ex 
ceeding one m onth in  any  case) as it  m ay from tim e to  tim e notify in w riting to  th e  
persons who made the said representations, finally bring the arrangem ents in to  force 
w ith or w ithout modifications :

Provided th a t if  any  such provisional arrangem ents rem ain in  force for a period 
exceeding three m onths from  the said date, the  appropriate departm ent shall report 
that fact to  the M inister and the reasons therefor.

(5) Before any such arrangem ents are brought into force, whether provisionally 
or finally, the appropriate departm ent Shall no tify  in  w riting to  every person who 
has m ade representations w ithin the period specified in  paragraph (3) of th is A rticle 
the date on which th e  arrangem ents are to  come in to  force, no t being less th an  th ree  
days afte r the notification, and shall a t  the  same tim e cause the  like notice to  be 
displayed a t  the premises.

(6) W hile any arrangem ents for any  premises are for the tim e being in force 
under this order, the appropriate departm ent shall cause copies thereof to  be d is
played a t  the premises or otherwise m ade available for inspection a t  th e  premises 
by the persons working a t the premises.

(59544)

(a) S.R. & O. 1927 (No. 800), p. 131.
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(7) Where joint arrangem ents are made under sub-paragraph (a) of p a ra 

graph (4) of the last foregoing Article for any business premises, th is Article shall 
have effect w ith the following additions and modifications :—

(а) the appropriate departm ent shall consult w ith the occupier of any such
premises (as well as w ith  persons working a t  the premises or their 
representatives) w ith respect to  the arrangem ents and the m anner in 
which they are to  be carried o u t ; and

(б) the consultations w ith the persons working a t the premises or their
representatives shall be carried out by  the  occupier on behalf o f the 
appropriate d e p a rtm e n t; and

(c) the appropriate departm ent shall send or deliver to  the occupier under
paragraph (2) of this Article a copy of the arrangem ents, and repre
sentations m ay be m ade in writing to  the appropriate departm ent 
under th a t paragraph by the occupier ;

(d) any notices required to  be given under paragraphs (3) (4) and (5) of this
Article to  persons who have m ade representations shall also be given 
to  the occupier, whether he has made representations or n o t ;

(e) i t  shall be the d u ty  of the occupier to  cause copies of the  arrangem ents
to  be displayed a t  the premises under paragraphs (2) and (6) of this 
Article.

(8) Arrangements made under this Article for any premises shall n o t be deemed 
to  be invalid on the  ground th a t the persons working a t  th e  premises or their repre
sentatives were no t consulted in  accordance w ith this Article, if  i t  is shown th a t the 
appropriate departm ent took reasonable steps to  obtain the views of those persons 
or their representatives w ith  respect to  the arrangem ents and th e  m anner in  which 
they  were to  be carried out, and th a t  they refused to  discuss or express any views 
on th e  m atters aforesaid.

4. Obligations of persons working at premises.— (1) I t  shall be the  du ty  of all 
male persons working a t  premises for which arrangem ents are in  force under this 
order, other than  voluntary arrangem ents, being B ritish subjects o f the prescribed 
age, to  perform such fire prevention duties as m ay be allotted to  them  under the 
arrangem ents :

Provided th a t—
(а) any such person m ay, in  accordance w ith  th e  Civil Defence D uties

(Exem ption Tribunals) Order, 1941 (a), apply to  the tribunal mentioned 
in  th a t  order for exem ption from fire prevention duties under this order 
on the ground th a t  he is medically unfit to  perform them , and the 
tribunal m ay g ran t such exem ption in accordance w ith  the said order, 
and any such person who has been so exempted, or who has been ex 
em pted by  the tribunal m entioned in th e  Defence (Palace of W est
m inster F ire Prevention) Regulations, 1941 (b), or in the said order 
from enrolm ent for, or released or exem pted by  th a t tribunal from, 
the fire prevention duties which he would otherwise be required to 
perform under the said Regulations, the F ire Prevention (Business 
Premises) (No. 2) Order, 1941, the Civil Defence Duties (Compulsory 
Enrolm ent) Order, 1941 (c), or the Civil Defence Duties (Compulsory 
Enrolm ent) (City of London) Order, 1941 (d), as the case m ay be, 
on the ground of medical unfitness, shall be exem pted from fire p re
vention duties under this order, so long as the  order o f the tribunal 
has e ffec t;

(б) any such person may, in accordance w ith the Civil Defence Duties
(Exem ption Tribunals) Order, 1941, apply to  the  tribunal mentioned in 
th a t order for exemption from such duties as m ay be allotted to  him  
under the said arrangem ents or for a reduction in the  aggregate periods 
for which he m ay be required to  perform such duties on the ground th a t 
it would be an exceptional hardship if he were required to  perform them  
or (in th e  case of an application for a reduction) to  perform  them  for 
those periods, and the  said tribunal m ay, subject to  th e  provisions of 
th is Article, g ran t such application in accordance w ith the  said order, 
and any  such person whose application is granted under this paragraph

(a) S.R. & O. 1941 (No. 163) I I ,  p. 297. (c) S.R. & O. 1941 (No. 70) II , p. 273.
(b) S.R. & O. 1941 (No. 757) II , p. 184. (d) S.R. & O. 1941 (No. 538) I I ,  p. 284.
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shall, so long as the order of the tribunal has effect, be exempted from 
the said duties, or, as the case m ay be, be required to  perform them  for 
such reduced aggregate periods as m ay be specified in the order of the 
tr ib u n a l;

(c) any such person shall be exempted from the said duties if and so long as
he works a t  any other premises for which arrangements are in force 
under th is order or the Fire Prevention (Business Premises) (No. 2). 
Order, 1941, and performs outside his working hours duties allotted to  
him  under those arrangem ents ;

(d) any person enrolled under th e  Civil Defence Duties (Compulsory E nro l
ment) (City of London) Order, 1941, shall be exempted from the said 
duties, if and so long as he is required to  perform duties by  v irtue of 
his enrolm ent under th a t order ;

(e) the following persons shall be exem pted from  the said duties, namely,
members of th e  Royal Observer Corps, constables and persons of such 
classes as m ay be prescribed ;

(/) members of the armed forces of the Crown (including members of the  Home 
Guard and the Auxiliary Coastguard b u t not including members of 
any reserve or auxiliary force or service who have not been called out 
for service or have been released from  service), shall be exem pted from 
the said duties, b u t w ithout prejudice to  their being required to  per
form  fire prevention duties in accordance w ith  instructions issued b y  
the A dm iralty, the Arm y Council or the Air Council, as the case m ay 
be ;

(g) a  fireman of the  National F ire Service who holds a certificate from  a Fire,
Force Commander or an officer designated by  the Secretary of S tate 
th a t, a t the tim e when the certificate was issued, he was performing 
duties as such a  fireman for periods am ounting in  the aggregate to  not 
less th an  forty-eight hours in each m onth, shall be exempted from the 
said duties so long as he continues to  perform duties as such a fireman 
for such periods ;

(h) a person who holds a  certificate from a local au thority  th a t, on the
eighteenth day of January , nineteen hundred and  forty-one, he had 
undertaken to  perform civil defence duties in the area of th a t au thority  
and was performing those duties for periods am ounting in the aggregate 
to  not less than  forty-eight hours in each m onth, shall be exempted from 
the said duties so long as he continues to  perform civil defence duties 
for such periods, whether in th a t area or in the area of any other local 
authority , or, in the case of a  person who has become a  fireman of the 
N ational F ire Service since the date of the issue of the certificate, 
continues to  perform duties as such a, fireman for such periods ;

(?) a person who lias in compliance with a  direction given under paragraph (1) 
of Regulation twenty-nine BA of the Defence (General) Regulations, 
1939(a), entered the service of a local or harbour au thority  for em ploy
m ent in a  capacity to  which Regulation twenty-nine B of the said 
Regulations applies shall be exem pted from the said duties so long as he 
continues to  be so employed.

(k) the appropriate departm ent m ay exem pt from the said duties wholly or 
partly  persons engaged upon such duties as the  departm ent m ay specify, 
being duties undertaken to  forestall or m itigate hostile a ttack  on the 
premises ;

{I) the appropriate departm ent m ay, as respects any premises which appear to 
th a t departm ent to  be industrial premises used for vital work, exempt 
from the said duties wholly or partly  persons who appear to  th a t  d epart
m ent to  be employed a t  those premises upon such work for exceptionally 
long hours ;

(m) where it appears to  any governm ent departm ent th a t  any person ought, 
owing to  the natu re  or length of hours of his w ork or any circumstances 
affecting the  public interest, to  be exem pted from  the said duties, it 
m ay gran t to  liim a certificate of exemption, and any person who holds 
such a certificate or a certificate of exemption granted by a government

(a) S.R, & O. 1941 (No. 2052) I I ,  p. 133.
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departm ent under the corresponding provision of any  other order m ade 
under Regulation twenty-six A or Regulation tw enty-seven A of the 
Defence (General) Regulations, 1939(a) shall be exem pted from the 
said duties.

(2) A person exem pted under sub-paragraph (6) of the last foregoing paragraph 
shall n o t be deemed to  be exem pted from the performance of th e  said duties during 
his w orking hours, or during a  break for food or rest no t exceeding one and  a half 
hours in the course of a  period of work.

(3) The tribunal referred to  in sub-paragraph (6) of paragraph (1) of th is Article 
shall no t grant exemption under th a t sub-paragraph to  any  person from the per
form ance of duties under arrangem ents in  force for any  premises which are notified 
in w riting by the appropriate departm ent to  the tribunal to  be industrial premises 
used for v ita l work, if the sole ground for exemption is exceptional hardship arising 
from  th e  nature or length of hours of his work.

'(4) W here there are in force under th is order for any  premises arrangem ents 
the  duties under which, in so far as they  are to  be perform ed by  persons working a t 
th e  premises, are to  be performed by such of those persons as have voluntarily 
agreed to  perform them  (in th is order referred to  as “ vo luntary  arrangem ents ” ), 
paragraph (1) of this Article shall not apply to  those premises.

(5) W here arrangem ents are in force under this order for any premises, whether 
the  arrangem ents are voluntary arrangem ents or no t, i t  shall be the du ty  of any 
person who has agreed to  perform  duties allotted to  him  under the arrangem ents, 
w hether or no t he is working a t  those premises, to  perform those duties, unless he 
has given no t less th an  seven days’ notice in writing determ ining his services and 
the  sa id  period has expired.

5. Particular matters to be secured by arrangements.— (1) All arrangem ents made 
u n d er th is  order shall, so far as practicable, secure th a t—

(а) an adequate num ber of persons for the purpose of discharging fire p re
vention duties a t  the premises is available a t  all tim es ;

(б) there are alloted to  those persons specified fire prevention duties, and they
receive sufficient instruction to  enable them  to  perform those duties ;

(C) adequate equipm ent, including helmets, to  enable the said duties to  be 
discharged is a t  all tim es available a t the  premises.

(2) All arrangem ents m ade under this order, other th an  voluntary arrange
m ents, shall, as respects the persons who are required by v irtue o f paragraph (1) 
o f the la st foregoing Article to  perform fire prevention duties allotted to  them  under 
th e  arrangem ents, secure th a t—

(а) the periods for which the said duties are required to  be performed by any
such person outside his working hours do no t in the aggregate exceed 

forty-eight hours in  each period of four weeks;
(б) the performance of the said duties outside working hours is so far as

possible shared equally among all such persons ;
<c) the am ount of any additional travelling expenses reasonably incurred 

by  any such person in  consequence of the arrangem ents is re-imbursed ;
(d) subsistence allowances of the  following am ounts are payable to  every 

such person—
(i) in  respect o f any occasion on which he perform s the said duties 

outside his working hours for a  continuous period n o t exceeding 
twelve hours, three shillings ;

(ii) in  respect of any occasion on which he performs the said duties 
outside his working hours for a  continuous period exceeding 
twelve hours, b u t n o t exceeding eighteen hours, four shillings 
and sixpence ;

(in) in  respect o f any occasion on which he performs the  said duties 
outside his working hours for a continuous period exceeding 
eighteen hours b u t n o t exceeding tw enty-four hours, six 
shillings :

Provided that.—
.(a) no subsistence allowance shall be paid to  any person in respect 

of the  perform ance of the said duties a t any premises a t a tim e 
while he is living in a building comprising those premises

(a) S.R. & O. 1941 (No. 68) I I ,  p . 12.
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or in  an adjoining or neighbouring building comprising any 
premises to  which the arrangem ents apply, and for the purposes 
of th is provision a  person shall be deemed to  be living in  a build
ing if he norm ally sleeps there on no t less than  three n ights 
a week ;

(b) no subsistence allowance shall be paid in respect of any occasion 
on which a person performs the said duties during a break 
for food or rest n o t exceeding one and  a  half hours in  the course 
o f a period of work ;

(c) a  person who performs the said duties outside his working hours 
for a  continuous period exceeding tw enty-four hours shall be 
deemed, afte r the completion of twenty-four hours, to  perform 
the said duties on a  new occasion.

(3) Save as is provided by the last foregoing paragraph, no such person as is 
referred to  therein shall be entitled to  any  rem uneratiou for the performance of the 
said duties outside his working hours.

(4) I t  shall be the du ty  of the appropriate departm ent to  provide and m ain
tain  a t  the premises, for persons performing outside their working hours fire p re
vention duties allotted to  them  under the arrangem ents, proper and  adequate 
sleeping accommodation, bedding, san ita ry  conveniences and facilities for washing.

6. Report of inability to make or carry out arrangements.— (1) The appropriate 
departm ent for any premises to  which this order applies may, w ithin twenty-one 
days from the  date on which th is order applies to  the  premises, report in writing 
to  the Minister th a t it is unable to  m ake arrangem ents for the premises under this 
order, sta ting  the grounds of its inability.

(2) The appropriate departm ent or departm ents for any premises for which 
arrangem ents are in force under this order m ay a t  any tim e report in writing to  the 
Minister th a t i t  is or they  are unable either to carry out the arrangem ents or to  make 
any  practicable am endm ents thereof or arrangem ents in  substitution therefor, 
stating  the grounds of inability.

7. Amendment and substitution of arrangements.— (1) The appropriate depart
m ent or departm ents for any  premises for which arrangem ents are in force under 
this order m ay a t  any tim e am end those arrangem ents.

(2) The appropriate departm ent or departm ents for any premises to  which 
this order applies m ay a t  any  tim e m ake new arrangem ents for the  premises, in 
cluding such combined or jo in t arrangem ents as are referred to  in  paragraphs (2) 
and  (3) of Article 2 of this order, or m ay enter into such agreements for the m aking 
of joint arrangem ents as are referred to  in paragraph (4) of th a t Article, the  new 
arrangem ents to  take effect in all cases in substitution for any arrangem ents previously 
in force for the premises or any of them  ; and the  proviso to  paragraph (2) of the 
said Article shall apply to  combined arrangem ents m ade under this paragraph as 
it applies to  combined arrangem ents made under th a t paragraph.

(3) The persons working a t  any premises for which arrangem ents are in force 
under th is order, or the representatives of those persons, and, in the  case of joint 
arrangem ents relating to  business premises, the occupier of any  such premises m ay 
represent to  the  appropriate departm ent for the premises, or (in the case of joint 
arrangem ents) to  the departm ent responsible for the adm inistration thereof, th a t 
the arrangem ents ought to  be am ended, and any  such i epresentations shall be 
considered w ith a  view to  the exercise of powers under this Article.

(4) Article 3 of this order shall apply (so far as applicable) in relation to  the 
m aking by the appropriate departm ent or departm ents for any premises of am end
m ents of arrangem ents or new arrangem ents under th is Article in like m anner as it 
applies in relation to  the  original m aking of arrangem ents under this order.

(5) W here any new arrangem ents are made under th is Article for any premises, 
any arrangem ents previously in force for those premises under this order shall—

(a) if  they  only applied to  those premises, cease to  be in force as from  the
date on which the new arrangements come into force whether 
provisionally or otherwise ;

(b) if they  also applied to  other premises, apply to  those other premises only
as from  the said date.
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8. Obligation to carry out arrangements.— (1) I t  shall be the d u ty  of the 

appropriate departm ent for any premises for which arrangem ents are in force under 
th is order, or (in the case of joint arrangements) of the departm ent responsible for 
the adm inistration thereof, to  carry out those arrangem ents, w hether or no t they 
were made by  th a t departm ent.

(2) I t  shall be the du ty  of the  occupier of any business premises for which 
joint arrangem ents are in force under th is order to  comply w ith  any directions 
given by  the departm ent responsible for the  adm inistration of the  arrangem ents as 
to  the manner in which the arrangem ents are to  be carried out, and to  provide 
equipm ent to  be available a t  the premises, to  provide and m aintain sleeping 
accommodation, bedding, sanitary conveniences, and facilities for washing, and to  
re-imburse travelling expenses and pay subsistence allowances in  the  case of persons 
employed a t the premises.

(3) W here jo in t arrangements are m ade for any premises, the departm ent 
responsible for the adm inistration of the arrangem ents m ay, in default of agree
m ent between the  several departm ents and occupiers of the premises for which the 
jo in t arrangem ents are made, give directions apportioning among those departm ents • 
and occupiers the expenses of carrying out the arrangem ents (including expenses 
incurred in respect of the particular m atters referred to  in Article 5 of this order).

(4) I f  the occupier of any business premises for which jo in t arrangements are 
in force under th is order fails in any respect to  carry out his obligations under 
paragraph (2) of this Article, the departm ent responsible for th e  adm inistration of 
the arrangem ents m ay m ake good his failure and recover summ arily as a  civil debt 
from him any expenses thereby incurred by the departm ent :

Provided th a t nothing in this paragraph shall prejudice any criminal proceedings 
for any such failure.

9. Validity and proof of arrangements.— (1) Arrangements made under this 
order shall not be trea ted  as invalid by reason of the fact th a t they  were made after 
the expiration of the  period specified in Article 3 of this order.

(2) In  any criminal proceedings under th is order in relation to  any premises ; 
the production of a docum ent purport ing to  be a copy of the arrangements in force 
under th is order for those premises a t  the tim e specified in the  document and to  be 
signed by or on behalf of the appropriate departm ent shall be sufficient evidence 
th a t those arrangem ents were so in force a t  th a t time, unless the contrary is shown.

10. Power to obtain information.—(1) The appropriate departm ent and (in the 
case of jo in t arrangements) the departm ent responsible for the adm inistration of 
the  arrangem ents m ay from  tim e to  tim e by notice in writing require the occupier 
o f  any business premises for which jo in t arrangem ents are to  be or have been made 
under paragraph (4) of Article 2 of this order to  furnish such inform ation as m ay 
be specified in the  notice, being inform ation required for the purposes of th is order, 
and  in particular m ay require him  to  furnish the names and addresses of all male 
persons working a t the premises, being B ritish subjects of the prescribed age, and 
the  numbers specified on the identity  cards issued to  those persons under the N ational 
R egistration Act, 1939, and to  sta te  which of those persons are exempted under 
Article 4 of this order (2 & 3 Geo. 6. c. 91).

(2) I t  shall be the du ty  of all persons working a t  any such business premises 
to  furnish to  the  occupier of the premises such inform ation as he m ay require for 
the purpose of complying w ith any notice served on him  under th is Article, and it 
shall be the du ty  of all persons working a t  any other premises to  which this order 
applies to  furnish to  the  appropriate departm ent, and (in the  case of joint arrange
m ents) to  the departm ent responsible for the adm inistration thereof, such 
inform ation as the departm ent m ay require for the purposes of th is order.

11. Change of occupation of premises, etc.— ( 1 ) W here a  different government 
departm ent becomes, otherwise than  by virtue of directions given under th is order, 
the appropriate departm ent for any  premises for which arrangem ents (other than  
jo in t arrangements) are in force under th is order, those arrangem ents shall cease 
to  be in force, and th is order shall have effect in  relation to  those premises as if 
for any reference to  the date  on which it applies thereto there were substitu ted  a 
reference to  the date on which the change occurs :

Provided th a t the new appropriate departm ent m ay, w ithin seven days of the 
change, if it is satisfied th a t no substantial alteration in the use of the  premises or
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in  the persons working the rea t is involved, direct th a t any arrangem ents in force 
for the  premises shall continue in force, and th a t copies of the  arrangem ents shall 
be displayed a t the premises.

(2) Where joint arrangem ents are in force under this order for any premises, 
and, by  reason of any such change as aforesaid or otherwise, the arrangem ents cease 
to  apply to  some of those premises, they shall continue in force for the other 
premises, b u t w ithout prejudice to  the  provisions of th is order relating to  the 
am endm ent of arrangem ents and the substitution of new arrangements.

(3) W here this order has applied to  any premises b u t has ceased for any  reason 
to  apply to  those premises, then, if the premises again become premises to  which 
this order applies, any reference to  the date on which th is order applies to  those 
premises shall be construed as a  reference to  the date when they again become 
premises to  which th is order applies.

12. Appropriate department.—Subject to  the provisions of th is Article, the 
appropriate departm ent for the purposes of this order shall, in relation to  any  
premises, be the government departm ent by which the premises are occupied :

Provided th a t—■
(а) any appropriate departm ent m ay agree to  the exercise by  another

governm ent departm ent of any of its functions under this order ;
(б) In  the case of premises vested in a  government departm ent and used for

the purposes of another governm ent departm ent, the last nam ed 
departm ent shall, unless the Treasury otherwise direct, be the 
appropriate d e p a rtm en t;

(c) in the case of premises occupied by  or for the purposes of a  governm ent 
departm ent which is subordinate to  another governm ent departm ent, 
the Treasury m ay direct th a t  the last-nam ed departm ent shall be the  
appropriate departm ent.

13. Power of Treasury to define and extend scope of Order.— If  any question arises 
as to  whether any premises are occupied by or for the  purposes of a  government 
departm ent, i t  shall be referred to  and determined by the  Treasury, and  the Treasury 
m ay give directions extending th is order, subject to  such modifications as m ay be 
specified in the directions, to  such premises or classes of premises as m ay be so 
specified, being premises occupied by  or for the  purposes of an institution or body 
of a  public character, and any such directions shall specify the  government depart
m ent, au thority  or person who is to  be the appropriate departm ent for the premises.

14. Delegation of functions of Minister.—The Minister m ay, to  such extent and 
subject to  such restrictions as he thinks proper, delegate to  a Regional Commissioner 
any  functions exercisable by  him  under this order.

15. Inferpretation.— (1) In  this order the following expressions have the meanings 
respectively assigned to  them , th a t is to  say—

“ local au thority  ” means the  Common Council of the City of London, the  
council of a  m etropolitan borough, or the council of a county, county borough 
or county d is tr ic t;

“ business premises,” “ fire prevention duties ” and “ working hours ” 
have the same meanings as in  Regulation twenty-seven A of the Defence 
(General) Regulations, 1939 ;

“ civil defence duties ” has the  same meaning as in  Regulation tw enty- 
six A of those Regulations ;

“ the  Minister ” means the Minister of Home Security ;
“ period of four weeks ” means th e  period of four weeks beginning w ith 

the  twenty-second day of September, nineteen hundred and forty-one, and 
any  period of four weeks beginning w ith a date exactly four weeks, or an 
exact multiple of four weeks, after th e  first-mentioned date ;

“ prescribed ” except where the context otherwise requires, means 
prescribed by directions given by  th e  Minister :.

Provided th a t the power of prescribing premises under paragraph (a) or 
paragraph (6) of Article 1 of th is order shall, in  the  case of premises occupied 
by or for the purposes of any of the following departm ents, th a t is to  say, the 
Adm iralty, th e  W ar D epartm ent, or the Air M inistry, be exercisable by  th a t 
d ep a rtm en t;

V



2339 14
“ Regional Commissioner ” has the same meaning as in  Regulation one

hundred of the Defence (General) Regulations, 1939.
(2) Any reference in this order to  any Regulations, Regulation, or order shall 

be construed as a reference to  those Regulations or th a t Regulation or th a t order as 
am ended by  any subsequent Regulations, Regulation or order.

(3) F or the  purposes of th is order, when jo in t arrangem ents or combined 
arrangements are in force under this order for several premises, all those premises 
shall be treated  as if they were single premises.

16. Application to Scotland.— In  the application of th is order to  Scotland—
(a) th e  expression “ th e  Minister ” means either the M inister of Home Security

or the  Secretary of S tate ;
(b) th e  expression “ local au thority  ” means county, town or d istrict council ;
(c) Article 8 of th is order shall have effect as if the word “ summ arily ” were

om itted therefrom.

17. Transitional provisions.—Any arrangem ents for the performance of fire 
prevention duties which were being carried out immediately before th e  coming into 
operation of th is order a t any premises to  which th is order applies and which could 
have been made under any provision of this order (including paragraph (4) of Article
2 thereof), shall be deemed to  have been m ade under th a t provision and shall continue 
in  force accordingly :

Provided th a t, if  representations are made in w riting to  the appropriate depart
m ent w ithin twenty-one days of the coming into operation o f  th is order, either by 
th e  persons working a t any of th e  premises to  which the arrangem ents apply, or by 
their representatives, or (in a case where the  arrangements apply to  business premises) 
by  the occupier of any such premises, to  the effect th a t new arrangem ents ought to  be 
m ade under this order, new arrangem ents shall be m ade for the premises in accordance 
w ith Article 3 of th is order, w ith the substitution for the reference to  the date on 
which th is order applies to  the premises of a reference to  the date on which the 
representations were made, and, on the coming into force of the new arrangem ents 
w hether provisionally or otherwise, the  old arrangem ents shall cease to  be in force.

18. Short title and commencement.—(1) This order m ay be cited as the F ire P re
vention (Government Premises) Order, 1942.

(2) This order shall come into operation on the  eleventh day of May nineteen 
hundred and forty-two.

Herbert Morrison, 
Minister o f Hom e Security. 

W hitehall, *
4th May, 1942.

(.A.F.Os. 705/41, 4094/41, 4341/41, 5222/41, 599/42, 2195/42 and 2196/42.)
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