
CLOSER TIES: The Chinese Luhu Class Destroyer 
Haerbin in Sydney Harbour. It was on a goodwill visit 
to Australia with the Fuqing Class replenishment ship 
Hongzehu. Photo: ABPH David McMahon
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CHINA VISIT: ABCIS 
Patrick Carew enjoys the 
view as HMAS Parramatta 
enters Shanghai on the 
Yangtze River. Parramatta 
and HMAS Perth 
recently visited China as 
part of a goodwill tour. 
Commander Australian 
Fleet RADM Nigel Coates 
also visited Shanghai.

East meets West -  
see Centrespread.

Photo: ABPH 
Andrew Dakin
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Briefs
Christmas Treat
Navy’s static and flying displays will 
be highlights o f the Defence (Sydney 
Region) Christmas Treat which will 
have a big top theme again this year.
The event at RAAF Base Richmond 
on Friday and Saturday, November 
23 and 24 will feature the magic of 
Webers Circus. The Christmas Treat is 
open to all ADF personnel and Defence 
employees, including their spouses 
and children, who work at the various 
Defence bases in the region. Tickets 
are $12 each and can be purchased 
through any NSW/ACT Defcredit 
Member Service Centre. For further 
details contact FLTLT Linda Bates 
on (02) 458 71250 or email Linda. 
Bates@defence.gov.au or FSGT Prucha 
on (02) 458 73494 or email Simeon. 
Prucha@defence.gov.au

Melbourne upgrade
The FFG upgrade project has achieved 
another milestone with provisional 
acceptance o f the second upgraded 
vessel, HMAS Melbourne. Further 
trials over the coming months will 
assess the operational performance o f 
upgraded systems.The FFG Upgrade 
Project provides for the upgrade of 
four Adelaide class frigates.

Sea King suspension
During a recent routine maintenance test 
flight, a Sea King helicopter suffered 
a fault in its tail rotor assembly shortly 
after take-off. The aircraft conducted a 
controlled landing without further incident. 
As a precautionary measure, and as part 
o f the normal air worthiness process, 
on October 2 flying operations o f all six 
Sea King helicopters in the Fleet were 
temporarily suspended to allow the matter 
to be fully investigated.

Cooks’ reunion
A RAN all ranks cooks’ reunion will 
take place on July 27-28 2008 at the 
Caloundra RSL on the Sunshine Coast 
in Queensland. Both former and serving 
male and female cooks are invited.
Bring your partners, stay a while and 
have a holiday around the reunion.
Send your contact details to Errol 
Tomkins at tomkins@tadaust.org.au or 
call 07-54911210 or 0407 067399.

Sailing celebration
The Royal Australian Naval Sailing 
Association (RANSA) will celebrate the 
60th anniversary o f its formation with a 
cocktail party at its historic clubhouse in 
New Beach Road, Rushcutters Bay on 
Friday, October 26 and a Parade o f Sail 
on Saturday, October 27.

Legacy donation
Thales Australia has donated $45,000 
to Legacy following a company-wide 
fundraising drive. This initiative was 
championed by 17 employees selected 
to tackle a 10-day trek o f  the Kokoda 
Track.

Sea Patrol on sale
The entire 13 episodes o f the first 
series o f Sea Patrol will be available 
for sale from all leading outlets in a 
three disc set from October 17. The 
cost is expected to be about $50.
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Ship contracts signed
Amphibious ships

By Peter Johnson
Delivery o f  the first o f  the Royal 

Australian N avy’s two new amphibi
ous ships is just six years away follow
ing a contract signing in Melbourne on 
October 9.

The P rim e M in iste r, M r John  
Howard, announced the signing of the 
$3.1 b illion contract aboard HMAS 
Kanim bla  at the Tenix dockyard at 
Williamstown in Melbourne.

The signing o f the contract between 
the Defence Materiel Organisation and 
Tenix, the preferred contractor, marks 
Tenix’s assumption of its role.

“ T his is a w on d erfu l day fo r 
the R oyal A ustralian  Navy, Tenix, 
Williamstown, and this dockyard,” Mr 
Howard said. “I am conscious it is a 
$3 billion contract. That we are able 
to invest so heavily is a consequence o f 
the strong economy this country has.” 

He congratulated everyone involved 
in the project. “It is an extraordinary 
commitment on behalf o f  the Navy for 
its long term future.”

The first ship, HMAS Canberra, will 
be delivered in 2013 and the second, 
HMAS Adelaide, in 2015. The ships 
will be known as the Canberra class.

M r Howard said the 27,000 tonne 
ships would greatly enhance Australia’s 
ability to deploy forces when necessary 
in our region or beyond, and to provide 
assistance in time o f  natural disaster.

U sing integrated helicopters and 
watercraft, each vessel would be able 
to land about 1000 personnel along 
w ith their vehicles, the new Abrams 
tanks, artillery, and supplies.

M r Howard also said the $3.1 bil-

CHAT: The Prime Minister, Mr John Howard, meets members of HMAS Kanimbla’s crew after the amphibious 
ships’ contract signing on board Kanimbla at the Tenix dockyard, Melbourne. They are, from left, Midshipman 
Stacey Munn, Midshipman Rachael Uzzell, and Sub Lieutenant Caitlin McLeod. Photo: David Grant
lion would flow in a very beneficial 
w ay  to W illiamstown, V ictoria, and 
the rest o f Australia. “We believe our 
first responsibility is the defence o f  the 
country. If  we can’t defend ourselves 
we can’t enjoy the way o f life we all 
be lieve  in.” The signing cerem ony 
was held in perfect Spring weather on 
K anim bla’s flight deck in the presence 
o f  the ship’s company.

Key dignitaries present included the 
Prime Minister, Mr Howard, the Minister 
for Defence, Dr Brendan Nelson, Chief 
o f Navy, VADM Russ Shalders AO, CSC,

RAN, CEO DMO, Dr Stephen Gumley, 
General Manager Systems DMO, Mr Kim 
Gillis, Tenix CEO, Mr Greg Hayes, Tenix 
Director, Mr Robert Salteri, Navantia 
President, Mr Juan Pedro Gomez Jaen 
Gonzales, and the Spanish Ambassador, 
His Excellency Sr Antonio Cosano.

Mr Gillis signed the contract for the 
Commonwealth with M r Howard sign
ing as a witness. M r Hayes signed for 
Tenix, as did Mr Robert Salteri, with 
Tenix LHD Capture Team Leader Mr 
Keith Malpress signing as a witness. Mr 
Gillis and Mr Salteri also signed a char

ter o f agreed behaviour between the par
ties, with Dr Nelson signing as a witness.

M r Howard announced on June 20 
that Australian shipbuilder Tenix Defence 
had been selected as preferred tenderer 
for the supply o f  two amphibious ships 
to the ADF. Tenix has teamed with the 
Spanish designer and builder Navantia 
to offer an “Australianised” version of 
Navantia’s Juan Carlos design.

D r N elson said  the G overnm ent 
believed in Defence and believed in 
giving our m en and women the best 
equipment.

Critical milestone
for AWD program

By Jake Hatton
The $8 billion Air Warfare D estroyer program  reached a 

critical milestone on October 4 with the signing of the Build 
Phase Alliance contract between the DMO, ASC and Raytheon 
Australia. The DMO also signed the Platform System Design 
contract with Navantia.

The Build Phase is the business end o f  the Program, with 
detailed design fmalisation to be followed by the construction 
o f  three Hobart Class AWDs with the first ship scheduled to be 
delivered in late 2014.

The signing was attended by a num ber o f  Defence and 
Industry VIPs including the Minister for Defence, Chief o f Navy, 
the Spanish Ambassador, the Managing Directors o f ASC and 
Raytheon Australia and the President o f  Navantia. Around 150 
o f the AWD Systems Centre staff as well as a number o f family 
members were there to witness this historic event.

The M in ister for Defence, Dr B rendan N elson, said the 
contract did not include the Commonwealth contract agreement 
for the Aegis Combat System, which is a separate agreement 
between the Australian and United States Governments.

Program Manager for the AWD Program, Mr Warren King, 
made special mention o f  the hard working Alliance staff who 
have played an integral role in progressing the negotiations to a 
stage where all parties were happy to sign off on the high value 
contracts. “I am extremely proud o f the Alliance team who have 
invested a great deal o f  energy into these negotiations which 
have set the foundation for the success o f  this nation building 
project”, said M r King. There are currently 23 permanent and 
reserve Navy personnel working in the Alliance.

Australia has signed a $927 m illion part
nership with the US to access a world-leading 
communications system.

Minister for Defence Dr Brendan Nelson 
announced  the deal onboard  the H M AS 
Melbourne at Garden Island October 4.

The partnership will allow the Australian 
Defence Force to access communication pro
vided by W ideband Global Satellite (WGS) 
communications constellation.

This six satellite network will allow  the 
ADF to build on its ability to conduct multiple 
and simultaneous military operations, as well 
as providing secure and reliable communica
tions to deployed forces, operational command 
and Australian headquarters.

“U nder ou r partn ersh ip  arran g em en t, 
Australia will fund one satellite plus associ
ated ground infrastructure to extend the con

stellation to six satellites and the US will fund 
the remaining five,” Dr Nelson said.

“WGS w ill allow  the ADF to realise the 
full po ten tia l o f  N etw ork C entric W arfare 
within the next decade. It will enable the next 
generation o f military capabilities, such as Air 
Warfare Destroyers, Amphibious Ships, Multi
mission Unmanned Aerial Vehicles and Land 
platforms to achieve their full potency. “

The first WGS satellite is being prepared 
for launch and w ill be operational by early 
2008. The complete constellation o f six satel
lites will be fully functional by 2013 and will 
be equip to handle the increase in ADF com
munications requirements to 2024.

Achieving full operational WGS capability 
by 2013 also will coincide with the predicted 
capability drawdown o f  the SingTel/Optus C l 
satellite.

ACCESS: The
Minister for Defence 
Dr Brendan Nelson 
during the announce
ment of the satellite 
agreement on board 
HMAS Melbourne 
at Garden Island in 
Sydney. Photo:
Phil Barling

Australia-US satellite partnership
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China relationship strengthened
The goodwill visit o f  a Chinese 

N avy  Task G roup  “ w ill fu r th e r  
strengthen the bilateral defence rela
tionship betw een A ustralia  and the 
P eo p le ’s R epublic  o f  C h ina” , the 
Defence Minister Dr Brendan Nelson 
said.

The port visit coincided with the 
35th anniversary o f diplom atic ties 
between Australia and China as well 
as China’s National Day on October 1. 
HMAS Parramatta and HMAS Perth 
com pleted a sim ilar v isit to China 
recently.

T he 500 C h in e se  p e rso n n e l 
onboard the Luhu C lass destroyer 
Haerbin and the Fuqing Class replen
ishment ship Hongzehu took part in a 
search and rescue exercise.

A ustralia’s HMAS Kanimbla and 
New Z ealand’s HM NZS Canterbury 
also took part in the SAREX which 
unfortunately was interrupted by rough 
seas and bad weather.

Lieutenant Graeme Wong from the 
Kanimbla said while they got through 
the search part o f  the program , the 
rescue had to be abandoned because 
o f the rough seas. “Both ships had 
observers onboard to help with the lan
guage difficulties,” said LCDR Wong.

“We had two Chinese officers with 
us and they had two o f our personnel 
on their ship. We also had a young 
officer, LEUT Ko, w ho is a native 
speaking Chinese officer in our Navy.”

The first day o f the joint exercises 
focused on communication.

“We had a briefing in Sydney with 
the Chinese N avy and discussed the 
exercises before,” LCDR Wong said.

“A lthough not many o f  the RAN 
personnel got to work with the Chinese 
it was interesting for us to see a foreign 
warship and a foreign helicopter.

“A nd the Chinese have very dif
ferent conditions than those o f  the 
Australian Navy.”

This was the third time the Chinese 
Navy had visited Australia. The first 
time was in 1998.

In term s o f  follow-up in defence 
cooperation, Minister for Defence Dr 
Brendan N elson said, “At this stage 
I w ould  expect that p rim arily  we 
would be looking at naval exercises 
but we will also be having discussions 
between our Air Force and obviously 
our Army.”

CLOSER TIES: Dr Brendan 
Nelson and RADM Nigel Coates, 
greet the Commanding Officer of 
Haerbin, Captain Wang Hai-jiang.

RARE VISIT: Chinese dragons welcomed the visiting Chinese destroyer, Haerbin, when it arrived in Sydney. The 
Chinese conducted an exercise with the RAN and the New Zealand Navy. Photos: ABPH David McMahon
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ADF helo school for Albatross
By Keeli Cambourne

N ow ra’s HMAS Albatross is to 
become a centre o f  flying excellence 
following the announcement it will 
be the home o f the new Australian 
D efence  F orce  jo in t  h e lico p te r  
school.

T h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t 
announced it would be spending an 
additional $100 million at the base 
to establish the training school which 
will be instrumental in teaching both 
Navy and Army pilots as well as air
crew and observers.

The project, part o f  the Helicopter 
Aircrew Training System (HATS), 
will deliver advanced training sys
tems and better equip ADF aircrew 
to fly more operationally-advanced 
helicopters such as the Black Hawk, 
C h inook  and the  T ig er A rm ed 
Reconnaissance chopper.

M inister for D efence Brendan

‘Nowra provides an 
ideal location for this 
type of project’

-  Dr Brendan Nelson

N elson said the school was a sig
nificant boost for the Shoalhaven and 
HMAS Albatross.

“It is on top o f the $50 million for 
the MRH90 helicopters and the $110 
million redevelopment o f  the base,” 
Dr Nelson said.

The Albatross component of the 
scheme will see 60 Army and Navy 
pilots training at any one time in the 
Shoalhaven as well as least 50 air
crew and observers.

It w ill also create an extra 100 
jobs including those required for

the building o f extra infrastructure 
at the base such as new hangars to 
house around 35 new aircraft, and 
classrooms.

Dr Nelson said the tender for the 
construction  w ould be announced 
next year and the training school 
should be up and running at fu ll 
capacity within three to four years 
after the ADF has selected the heli
copters it wants to use.

“Nowra provides an ideal location 
for this type o f project,” Dr Nelson 
said.

“To the west it has varied te r
rain where overland skills such as 
low -level navigation can be p rac
ticed, while to the East is Jervis Bay 
and the Eastern Australian Exercise 
Area.”

HM AS A lbatross  C om m ander 
CAPT Bob Morrison said the flight 
training school would revitalise the 
N avy’s Air Arm.

D’ARCYS\\\
S O L I C I T O R S  # #

►Military Compensation Claims

Phone: 1800 339148
www.darcyssolicitors.com.au
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Greater re
s e a

By CAPT Aaron Ingram and 
Bernard O’Connor

W ith A rdent Division now estab
lished and operational, all six ship’s 
companies have served in at least one 
o f  the four m ulti-crew ed A rm idale 
C lass Patro l B oats (ACPB): HM A 
S h ip s  W o llo n g o n g , B u n d a b e rg ,  
Childers and Launceston.

The ACPB multi-crewing approach 
means each crew undertakes 167 days 
a year and enables an increase o f 840 
days availability.

Each o f  the 14 ACPBs is contracted 
for 250 days o f operational availability 
for the Navy annually; this totals 3500 
days compared to 2660 provided by 
the previous force o f 15 Fremantles.

Each year ACPB crews work four 
rotation cycles o f thirteen weeks; con
sisting o f nine weeks assigned to an 
ACPB (six weeks operational avail
ability) and four weeks unassigned.

No matter what fleet activity sched
ule changes occur, crew rotation sched
ules are fixed so individuals can plan 
respite activities well in advance for 
sixteen weeks o f each year.

COM AU SNAVPBGP CAPT Aaron 
Ingram stated “Although multi-crew
ing in ACPB’s is still in its infancy 
the early signs are indicating quality 
outcomes.

“Leave balances have been reduc
ing steadily, individual readiness com
pliance levels are increasing and train
ing proficiency shortfalls are reduc
ing”.

Operational respite, o f  which leave 
is one ju s t component, is a reprieve 
from the arduous nature o f  sea service.

Activities that can occur during the 
period o f respite include:

■ Approved adventure training.
■ Career advancement training.
■ Community engagement.
■ Public relations activities such as 

Anzac day and other ceremonies.
■ Support to naval cadets.
■ Organised sport and fitness.
■ Alternative employment by loans 

to other shore based workplaces 
that provide meaningful employ
ment.

■ A DF or G overnm en t A gency  
familiarisation in coastwatch and 
RAAF P3 flights.

W hen HM AS Bundaberg  recen tly  
returned to her namesake city for the 
In Bloom festival, it was Ardent Three

Do you hear there!
PMKeyS topics

From: Directorate of Navy Personnel
Information Systems M anagem ent
(DNPISM)
■ Q uestions?: Send em ail to navy. 

d n p ism @ d efen ce .g o v .a u  for all 
PMKeyS related queries including 
access issues, reporting and general 
advice. It’s checked daily.

■ E-NEWS: DNPISM publishes ‘E- 
N EW S’ every two m onths, which 
discusses PM KeyS issues. I f  you 
would like to contribute a sugges
tion for an article, send an email to 
navy, dnpism@defence.gov. au

■ Access: Are you being posted? Are 
you a PMKeyS user? W ill you be 
using PMKeyS in your new post
ing? I f  you answ ered yes to any 
o f  those questions, you can apply 
fo r PM K eyS access in  advance. 
A ccess w ill be ready fo r use on 
commencement o f  your new post
ing. For further information, please 
read PMKeyS System Management 
-C ircu la r 11/2007.

■ Website: We have a website that is 
being continually updated with per
tinent PMKeyS information, http:// 
in tranet.defence.gov.au/navyw eb/ 
sites/DNPISM/

Due to feedback received during 
the roadshows, it’s been decided that 
no further Sea Change pens w ill be 
purchased. They are not seen as an 
effective investm ent o f  resources. 
Sea Change thanks personnel for their 
feedback.

high in terest and high security
term deposit
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FLEXIBLE: HMAS Bundaburg, based out of HMAS Cairns, uses multi
crew rotation. This is allowing sea-going crews to have more time to take 
leave and attend courses. Photo: LSPH Neil Richards
(LCDR M ai P arsons) w ho had the 
privilege to lead the parade.

Thus the com m ission ing  crew o f 
A rdent One (L C D R  N ew bold), and 
Ardent Three, have had the opportu
nity to visit Bundaberg.

D uring the festival, A rdent Three 
received keys to  the city  from  the 
mayor and attended the Bundaberg In 
Bloom Ball.

As Ardent Three was the commis
sioning crew for HMAS Childers, the 
opportunity was also taken to visit the 
town o f Childers.

LCDR Parsons said that the mul- 
ticrewing strategy “Gives the crew a

lot more certainty o f time at home”, 
but admits crew handovers are still an 
evolution that requires refining.

This reflects the initial multi-crew
ing experience in Cairns for the hydro- 
graphic ships Leeuwin and Melville.

LCD R N ew bold, acknow ledged 
that the multi-crewing for patrol boats 
is evolving but said “Those out there 
that may be doubters should allow the 
crew rotation system to settle in.”

For crews rotating it provides the 
opportun ity  to take p lanned leave, 
attend courses and conduct profession
al and personal developm ent w hilst 
still in a sea posting.
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UNUSUAL TRANSPORT: CMDR Robert Slaven is taken ashore by an elephant on arrival in Phuket.

Protecting security
In the interests o f operational security, 

ADF personnel should be judicious in 
their use o f  new communications media, 
the Director-General Public Affairs BRIG 
Andrew Nikolic has said.

He was speaking after the CDF ACM 
Angus Flouston and Secretary o f Defence 
M r Nick Warner issued a new DI (G) 08- 
1 on October 5 regarding public comment 
and the dissemination o f official informa
tion by defence personnel.

As well as covering the more tradi
tional aspects o f  ADF dealings with the 
media and public engagements, the new 
DI(G) includes a section relating to the 
publication o f  inform ation and imagery 
on the internet, m obile netw orks such 
as phone cam eras and other electronic 
media, including SM S, em ail, ‘b logs’, 
chat rooms, podcast, text messaging and 
all forms o f  new media.

Indiscreet use o f such media and inap
propriate content could endanger oper
ational security and, in extrem e cases, 
perhaps even the lives o f comrades, BRIG 
Nikolic said.

To illustrate BRIG N iko lic ’s point, 
Radio Netherlands has reported that about 
an hour after a recent domestic broadcast 
o f an interview with the commander of

D utch forces in Uruzgan, Colonel Nico 
Geerts, Taliban militants in Uruzgan were 
discussing the interview on their walkie- 
talkies. In the interview, the colonel had 
intimated that NATO forces were prepar
ing an offensive in the province.

“ T he re v ise d  p o licy  en c o u ra g e s  
D efence personnel to engage publicly  
with coordinated, agreed and authorised 
information relevant to their direct area o f 
responsibility,” BRIG Nikolic said.

“A t the sam e tim e, safeguards are 
included to protect operational securi
ty, international relationships, classified 
information, and the privacy o f  Defence 
personnel and their families.

“The instruction reinforces that public 
comment is a command, leadership and 
management responsibility supported by 
Public Affairs Branch.

“ In particular, the policy highlights 
the central role o f  subject matter experts 
to ensure accurate and cleared responses, 
and m y (DGPA) responsibility  for the 
coordination, authorisation and release 
o f  official public information,” he said. 
The document can be viewed on-line on 
the Defence Intranet at: http://defweb.cbr. 
defence.gov.au/hom e/docum ents/definst/ 
dig/administrative, htm

Honours and awards reviewed

M i 1

A review into Defence 
honours, awards and com
mendation policies has been 
announced and your views 
are being sought.

The changing nature of 
warfare and the high opera
tional tempo has. meant that 
current recognition methods 
may not be meeting contem
porary Defence and com
munity expectations. As a 
result, the Chiefs of Service 
C om m ittee (C O SC) has 
agreed that it is time to look at 
how service, both uniformed 
and civilian, is recognised.

There will be wide con
sultation within Defence and 
also with appropriate exter-

Why rew ard yourself w ith points tha t am oun t to very little? A True Blue Credit Card 
offers w hat you really need - a super-low  introductory rate and low ongoing rate for 
all transactions including balance transfers and  cash advances.

■ By LCDR B. Chase and LEUT S. Hoskin
M arking the end o f her last overseas deploy- 

-nent as a commissioned warship, HMAS Adelaide 
irrived back on October 10 in her home port of 
HMAS Stirling to a warm welcome from families 
ind friends.

A dela ide’s homecoming follows a successful 
six-week deployment. Adelaide (CMDR Robert 
Slaven) had a brief stopover in Singapore after sail
ing from Phuket island, Thailand, following a very 
relaxing and enjoyable four-day port visit. The visit 
was Adelaide’s first opportunity to relax since par
ticipating in Exercise Malabar in the Bay of Bengal.

The majority o f the crew took the opportunity to 
spend a night or two in one o f the many affordable 
hotels along Patonga Beach.

Adelaide’s  visit coincided with both the AFL and 
NRL grand finals, so the respective fans eagerly seized 
the opportunity to pack out any venues that were 
showing the games. The port visit to Phuket was also 
the first time that Adelaide’s rugby union fanatics were 
able to view the rugby union world cup.

Being a low-key visit the Adelaide Bears rugby 
team  took up the offer to play against the local 
Phuket ‘Vagabonds’. The game was hard fought 
with both teams evenly matched for the. first three- 
quarters o f  the game. However, in the end, the 
B ears’ stamina proved to be the difference with 
Adelaide victorious with a final score of 27-10.

As always, the Thai hosts were fantastic with some 
interesting visit arrangements in place for Adelaide's 
arrival. One image the crew will not soon forget was 
the sight of an elephant awaiting Adelaide as she ber
thed. The elephant became the official transport for the 
Commanding Officer on his official call to the Thai 
Naval Commander -  3rd Naval Area.

Photo: ABPH Nadia Monteith ^  passage to India -  Page 12

nal agencies, groups and 
individuals. Submissions are 
welcome from all interested 
parties, particularly from cur
rent serving members o f the 
Australian Defence Force.

Information about the 
review, including how to pro
vide submissions via a web- 
based form, can be found 
on the Defence Honours

& Awards website: www. 
defence.gov. au/medals

The closing date for sub
missions is Friday November 
16.

Once completed, the final 
report will be presented to 
COSC in February 2008 for 
its consideration. The results 
of the review will be promul
gated after this time.

http://www.defcredit.com.au
http://defweb.cbr
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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Find out more by visiting www.womensforum.com.au, or contacting 
Brendan Maggs on 1300 138 037 or via bmaggs@wtaa.com.au

THE RIGHT LOAN FOR YOU
Whatever you need to borrow for, we can help you get it. A 
new car, a home entertainment system, a computer, or just 

a holiday with the family this Christmas.
APPLY ONLINE - WWW.ADCU.COM.AU • PHONE-A-LOAN - 1 3 0 0  13 23  28

_ _  ______________ _______  A u s t r a l i a n  D e f e n c e

OR VISIT YOUR LOCAL BRANCH c r e d it  u n io n

Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply and are available on application. Australian Defence Credit Union Ltd ABN 48 087 649 741 AFSL 237 988. u>*

DRAWCARD: Visitors queue up to tour HMAS Melbourne at the Navy Week Open Day held at HMAS 
Kuttabul. More than 3,500 people came through the main gates on October 6.

From w atching Sea Patrol in the arm  
chair to  going aboard HM AS M elbourne  
in Sydney, the public had a real life expe
rience o f  the Royal A ustralian N avy at the 
annual N avy W eek O pen Day.

M ore than 3,500 people poured through 
HM AS K uttabul's m ain  gates at G arden 
Island on Saturday, O ctober 6 to see w hat 
the N avy had to  offer.

HM AS M elbourne  proved extrem ely 
popular as a constant stream o f  visitors 
clim bed aboard for tours o f  the ship and 
the Squirrel helicopter on the flight deck.

HMAS H awkesbury  and MSA Wallaroo 
also opened their gangw ays and m anaged 
to attract their fair share o f attention.

The N ew  South W ales Corps o f  M arines 
delighted the crowds w ith their historic 
displays and the hourly canon firing p ro 
duced a significant level o f  excitement.

A short distance down the w harf the 
kids w ere all giggles as they challenged 
the clearance divers to  a few sets o f  naugh
ts and crosses on the dive tank wall.

C om m anding  O fficer o f  H M A S 
Kuttabul, C om m ander Bryan Parker said 
the day was a huge success.

“Judging from the num ber o f  people 
lined up to go aboard M elbourne , I think 
the day was extrem ely well received and a 
good tim e w as had by  all,” CM D R Parker 
said.

“The displays looked great and hope

fully we can get even m ore branches o f  
the RAN to participate in next year’s 
event.

“A great deal o f  hard  w ork  w ent into 
making this day possible, so I w ould like 
to thank all o f  those involved for their 
exceptional efforts,” he said.

As part o f  the festivities, Com m anding 
Officer o f  H M A S M elbourne  CM D R 
Steven H ughes was presented w ith a paint
ing o f his ship by artist John Downton.

OPEN DAY: (Above) Leading Seaman 
Mel Henry shows 12-year-old Andrew 
Marsh from Croydon NSW how to use 
the flight simulator at the Defence 
Force Recruiting Stand.
Photos: ABPH Andrew Black

RED COATS: The NSW Corps 
of Marines marching display 
was a hit with the public.

2008 ExecutiveWo m e n's
Leadership

Symposium

In early 2008 Brisbane, Canberra, Melbourne and 
Sydney will play host to Australia's premier women's 
leadership and development event. The two-day 
Symposiums in each city w ill include keynote 
addresses from  an inspiring group of Australia's 
most powerful and influential women.

Secure your place now as tickets for the 
2008 Symposiums are strictly limited and - • ̂  
bookings are essential.

Navy well received
By Sarah Vickery

Chief appointed for HQJOC

AD FA PriceWaTeRhouŝ odpers B THALES
WSTUUWKHNCIKIRaJGUXMY A U S T R A L I A

LTGEN D avid H urley has been nam ed C hief o f  
Joint O perations (CJOPS) at the soon to  be opened 
H eadquarters Joint Operations C om m and (HQJOC) 
near Bungendore. It is expected to  open in m id-July 
2008.

LTGEN Hurley will focus on the com m and 
and control o f  operations and be based at the new 
H Q JO C facility upon its completion.

H Q JO C w ill be a high-technology facility from 
w hich A ustralia’s operational activities ranging from 
w ar fighting, U nited N ations and other operations, 
are p lanned and conducted.

The facility w ill enable D efence to better m an
age a num ber o f  issues such as logistics, including 
audit issues, m anagem ent o f  w eapons, m unitions and 
explosives, training and jo in t capability challenges.

“I ’m very privileged; i t ’s a  great honour to  do 
this job. It is som ething to  be treasured being in 
com m and o f  troops who are on operations,” LTGEN 
H urley said.

Construction o f  the facility began in  N ovem ber 
2006 and w ill be com pleted by  July 9, 2008. It will 
cover 218 hectares and have up to 750 m ilitary and 
civilian D efence staff.

http://www.womensforum.com.au
mailto:bmaggs@wtaa.com.au
http://WWW.ADCU.COM.AU
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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Proud history remembered

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Some of the cast of Sea Patrol, with CO HMAS Broome 
LCDR Aaron Nye (back row centre), pause during the making of the second 
series of the show on Broome to send their best wishes to Navy personnel. 
Filming is occuring off Mission Beach, just south of Cairns. The second 
series is expected to go to air in 2008. Photo: Vince Vaiitutti

By LCDR Antony Underwood
The RAN’s first submarine, HMAS 

AE1, is still missing.
The Deputy Chief o f Navy, RADM 

Russ Crane, said that an object detect
ed by the most recent search by coastal 
minehunter, HMAS Yarra, in June had 
undergone ‘significant analysis’.

“As recently as last week, it was 
conclusively determined that the object 
w as, unfortunately, not our m issing 
submarine,” he said.

RADM Crane spoke o f  Australia’s 
tw o m ost enduring naval m ysteries
-  the resting places o f HM AS AE1, 
lost betw een New B rita in  and New 
Ireland on September 14, 1914, and 
the ligh t cruiser, H M AS Sydney  II, 
o ff Carnarvon, WA on N ovem ber 19, 
1941 -  when delivering the occasional 
address to guests at the Annual Naval 
Commemoration Service in Canberra 
on October 4.

And he used the occasion to praise 
efforts and sacrifice o f  sailors, past 
and present, who have kept the Royal 
Australian Navy operating.

AE1 ’s com plem ent o f  35 disap
peared  w ith the boat and, 27 years 
later, a staggering 645 were lost with 
the sinking o f Sydney .

Guests at the service included the 
C hief o f  Air Force, AIRMSHL Geoff 
Shepherd representing the C h ie f o f 
D efen ce  Force, fo rm er G overnor 
General Sir William Deane, National 
P residen t o f the N aval A ssociation  
M r Les Dwyer and President o f  the 
ACT WRANS Association Mrs Judith 
Rowe, as well as representatives of

BIRTHDAY ADDRESS: DCN RADM
Russ Crane speaks at the service.
the ACT War Widows Guild and TPI 
Association.

Conducted by RAN Chaplain Barry 
Porter at the National Naval Memorial, 
the service featured the RAN Band, 
a guard formed by the Navy Division 
o f A ustralia’s Federation Guard and 
a catafalque party o f  Australian Navy 
Cadets from TS Canberra.

It commemorated the 94th anniver
sary of the first entry of an RAN fleet to 
Sydney Harbour on October 4,1913.

“O f the. six ships that made up that 
fleet, four o f their descendants are cur
rently serving in the RAN,” RADM 
C rane said , “H M A  S hips Yarra, 
Parramatta, Melbourne and Sydney 

Yarra, Parramatta and Sydney were 
involved in Australia’s first joint oper
ation in Septem ber 1914. The force 
“was tasked to seize German interests 
in New Guinea and, in particular, the 
wireless stations in New Britain.”

“The subsequent success o f  the 
operation was marred only by the dis
appearance o f the submarine, HMAS

AE1, w hich w ent m issing while [on 
patrol],” DCN said. More than nine 
decades had passed since this time and, 
“in the full circle o f events, the current 
serving HMAS Yarra has recently returned 
from conducting an intensive search for the 
grave of that very submarine, the AE1.”

He said that, while the first HMAS 
Sydney had claim ed the R A N ’s first 
victory against the G erm an raider, 
Em den, in 1914, the ligh t c ru iser 
HMAS Sydney II, had faced her final 
battle w ith the German raider, HSK 
Kormoran, when she disappeared off 
the coast o f Western Australia.

“To this day, the resting place of 
Sydney has remained a mystery.”

RADM Crane traced the current 
activities o f  current m ajor w arships 
carrying names o f the ships o f the first 
RAN fleet to enter Sydney H arbour 
and outlined  o ther activ ities w hich 
“c lea rly  dem onstra te  [the N av y ’s] 
responsiveness, flexibility, reach and 
adap tab ility  w h ils t carry ing out its 
core roles o f warfightmg, constabulary 
duties and diplomacy”.

By contrast the early days mainly 
involved escorting and minesweeping.

RADM  Crane rem inded those at 
the service that it was to commemorate 
the dawn o f the RAN -  ‘to celebrate its 
achievements and embrace its future’.

“But I ’d also ask you to rem em 
ber the vital oil that keeps our torches 
burning -  our people and, specifical
ly, the sailors o f the Royal Australian 
Navy who have given their lives for 
our country,” he said. “Today, we 
remember them and we thank them.”

1800 809 308 www.landrover.com.au

As an employee of the Australian Defence Forces, you are entitled to  purchase any new Land Rover under the Land Rover Corporate Programme which gives you a range of 
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The New Housing Classification Policy (NHCP), 
which came into effect on 1 July 2007, introduces 
a new method for classifying homes for ADF 
members and theirfamilies. Under the new policy, 
provided they meet the new minimum standard, 
off-base houses will be classified according to their 
market rent.

To facilitate these new arrangements, a set of ’ rent 
bands’ has been determined for each of 29 regions 
throughout Australia; each region has its own 
unique set. The rent bands reflect the market rents 
for the area concerned, thus Sydney rent bands will 
be higher than those for Wodonga for example. A 
set is comprised offour rent bands, catering for the 
four rank groups that have been determined under 
NHCP, ie Rent Band (RB) 1, RB2, RB3 and RB4.

Properties reclassified under NHCP may become 
the entitlement of a different rank group compared 
to the old amenity-based classification system. 
Using Adelaide as an example, a house previously 
classified as a 3 bedroom B2 which meets the new 
minimum standard, and has a market rent of:

• $300 per week will now be classified as 
Rent Band 1 (RBI);

• $380 per week will now be classified as 
Rent Band 2 (RB2); or

• $450 perweekwill now be classified as 
Rent Band 3 (RB3).

Off-base houses will only be reclassified when the 
residence is vacated and only if they 
meet the new minimum housing standard.

Previous minimum standard NHCP minimum standard from 1 July 2007

• Three bedrooms
• Storage
• Kitchen
• Dining
• Lounge
• Bathroom
• Toilet
• Laundry
• Car accommodation (carport)

The previous minimum standard plus the following additional 
amenities:
• Ensuite
• Lock-up garage instead of carport - except Darwin
• Security

From 1 July 2009 minimum standard to also include:

• Covered outdoor area
• Minimum size fenced yard of 25 square metres in the 

Sydney posting location and 35 square metres for all other 
posting localities.

Reasonable offer

Member 
Rent Band

Rank Entitlement 1 above or below 
entitlement

RBI CPL and below A, RBI, B1 RB2, B2

SSGT, SGT RBI,B1 A, RB2, B2

LT, 2LT RBI,B1 RB2, B2

RB2 CAPT, W01, W02 RB2,B2 RB3, C, RBI, B1

RB3 LTCOL, MAJ RB3, C RB4, D, RB2, B2

RB4 BRIG, COL RB4, D RB3, C

“ Rent bands are 
used to classify 

houses, they are not 
the contribution paid 

by members”

Example of rent bands - Adelaide

RBI $214.00 to $356.99

RB2 $357.00 to $423.99

RB3 $424.00 to $501.99

RB4 $502.00 to $557.00

Defence Housing
A U S T R A L I A

R e n t  b a n d s  i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  D e f e n c e  h o u s i n g

SEA TRIO: Three HMAS Cairns based Armidale Class Patrol Boats conducting a Photex off Cairns. From left, HMA ships Childers, Wollongong and Launceston. Photo: LSPH Neil Richards

RAN man takes over task force
A Royal A ustralian Navy 

o ff ic e r has assum ed  com 
mand o f one o f  the most senior 
Coalition navy positions in the 
Northern Persian Gulf.

C o m m o d o re  A lla n  du 
Toit is in  charge o f  several 
Coalition ships from the United 
States, the U nited Kingdom, 
Iraq and A ustralia (including 
HMAS Anzac) and about 1000 
personnel as com m ander o f  
Combined Task Force (CTF) 
158.

CD RE du Toit has taken 
over co m m an d  from  R ear 
A dm iral G arry  E. H all and 
is responsib le  for M aritim e 
Security  O perations (M SO) 
a round  th e  A1 B asrah  and 
KhawrAl Amaya Oil Terminals 
(ABOT and KAAO), in  sup
port o f  UN Security Council 
R esolu tion  1723. CDRE du

Toit said  m aritim e security  
was important for Iraq’s econ
om y and protection against 
terrorism.

“The Coalition helps the 
Iraqis protect their sea-based 
infrastructure because these 
o il p la tfo rm s  accoun t fo r 
about 90 per cent o f the coun
try’s gross domestic product,” 
he said.

A dd itionally , under the 
training and leadership o f CTF 
158, Iraq i m arines aboard  
ABOT and KAAOT train with 
the Coalition in order to even
tually  assum e responsibility 
for security.

CDRE du Toit previously 
served in the Northern Persian 
G ulf in 2002. This is the third 
tim e that the RAN has been 
given the responsibility  for 
this important command.

GULF DUTY: Above, RAN personnel of CTF 158 before deployment. Left, RADM 
Garry E. Hall with CDRE Allan du Toit. Group photo: ABPH Ju s tin  Brown

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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Sorry,
By SBLT Joelene Waters

In the m idst o f  h e r deploym ent 
in  support o f  Op R eso lu te , HMAS 
Gascoyne (LCDR Max Muller) found 
herself inundated with trainee officers 
and sailors among her ranks.

T he H uon C lass  M ine H un ter 
Coastal is at full capacity, with 12 of 
her 48 bunks filled w ith trainee sea
man officers, marine technicians and a 
trainee electrical technician.

The total complement o f  13 offic
ers makes for a tight squeeze in the 
m inehun ter’s w ardroom  come meal 
times, where a seat at the dining table 
is a premium commodity.

Under the guidance o f  Gascoyne’s 
navigating officer, LEU T E lizabeth 
D uggan, the seven ju n io r  officers 
under training have been kept busy 
navigating by the stars.

In addition, ‘O scar’ (a dummy used 
by ships to  sim ulate a person) has 
spent more than his fair share o f time 
in the water exercising man overboard 
manoeuvres.

At the same time, a couple of decks 
below, three m arine technicians are 
taken through their paces by CPOMT 
Terry Hunt and his team.

Each o f  these trainees are aiming 
to achieve their goal o f  standing aux
iliary systems m aintainer watches in 
the near future, while CPOET Phillip 
Wilde fosters the development o f his 
new electronic technical sailor, SMN 
Rohan Hitch.

LCDR M uller stressed that the pro
fessional development o f  all the mem-

Join now  & enjoy a 20% saving on accommodation at over 120 Accor hotels 
and resorts throughout Australia, New Zealand and the Fiji Islands for the next 5 years.

ADLP Membership only $50 for a full membership & $25 for Partner / Retired
Join online accorho te ls .com .au /ad lp  ! call 61 2 9280 9536 I email adlp.asiapacific@accor.com

ADLP
AC C O R  DEFENCE 
LEISURE PROGRAM

TWO YEARS YOUNG: CO HMAS Toowoomba CMDR Jaimie Hatcher 
and youngest crew member SMNSTD Nikki Howard, cut Toowoomba’s 
birthday cake. Photo: ABPH Jarrad Oliffe

Toowoomba’s country drive
By LCDR Amanda Wearmouth

W h en  T o o w o o m b a ’s M ay o r, 
C ouncillo r D ianne T horley  invited 
HMAS Toowoomba to attend the city’s 
annual Carnival o f  the Flow ers, the 
ship’s company jum ped at the chance.

C o m m an d in g  O ff ic e r  C M D R  
Jaimie Hatcher officially opened the 
carnival and announced the inaugu
ral HMAS Toowoomba ‘Service with 
Distinction M edal’ to recognize youth 
service to the local community.

The in au g u ra l w in n er, D aniel 
Sondergeld received $200, a medallion 
and a certificate for his outstanding 
efforts.

This tied in with a recruitment initi
ative focused on Southern Queensland 
and Northern NSW aimed to empha

sise Navy recruiting messages in the 
region.

Visits to high-schools, job markets, 
and other opportunities were arranged 
to great effect.

The s ig h t o f  N aval u n ifo rm s 
in towns such as C unnam ulla and 
Roma caused a flurry o f conversation 
amongst locals.

HMAS Toowoomba is currently  
undergoing an extended maintenance 
period in Western Australia.

Toowoomba’s ship’s company were 
very happy to take a break from their 
busy schedule to celebrate the ship’s 
second birthday on October 8.

The cake, an outstanding creation, 
was baked and decorated by the ship’s 
cooks with the assistance o f the HMAS 
Stirling galley facilities.

no vacancy

FULL UP: Trainee seaman officers and trainee marine and electronic 
technicians an have taken HMAS Gascoyne to full capacity. Back row 
(R to L) SBLT Scott Callanan, SBLT Nathan Byrne, ‘Oscar’, SMNET 
Rohan Hitch. Middle row (R to L) SMNMT Jamie Pottie, POMT Leigh 
Bassett, SBLT Ben Peck, SMNMT Josh Miller, ABMT Douglas Crawford. 
Sitting (L to R) SBLT Jolene Waters, MIDN BJ Glover, SBLT Anthony 
Gleeson and SBLT Rebecca Dean. Photo: ABSTD Scott Partridge

bers o f the ship’s company remained training, Gascoyne is finding herself
a major priority for Gascoyne’s com- suitably busy while she undertakes a
mand team. hectic training schedule in conjunction

W ith a quarter o f  her crew under with a busy operational period.

S o  F I  T E L  G r a n d  M e r c u r e  N o v o t e  L II  s e a s o n s  i b i s

mailto:adlp.asiapacific@accor.com
http://www
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LEAD TWICE THE LIFE 
WITH DMO

AS A RESERVIST WITH DMO 
THE OPPORTUNITIES ARE ENDLESS
DMO offers the chance to broaden your horizons through a wide range of challenging and varied work. You may be employed 
in one of 215 major or 200 minor projects, across 50 locations in Australia.
A range of exciting opportunities are now available (both part-time and continuous full time service opportunities) for Navy 
reservists. DMO is currently seeking reservists from within the following catagories or trade groups:

• Project Managers • Logisticians
• Engineers (mechanical and electrical) • Technical Trades (Marine, Electrical and Aviation)

• Communications and IT • Administration

• Operational Specialists 
(Aircrew & Seaman Officers)

CONTACT US:

For more information about Reservist opportunities in the DMO, please visit 
www.dmojobs.gov.au or 1800 DMO JOBS (1800 366 562)

This is great chance to work in Australia’s leading project management 
and engineering services organisation, dealing with diverse multimillion 
dollar projects of national significance. It’s also an opportunity to 
receive exceptional working conditions, and the chance to balance 
work with your other interests.
Don’t forget that the income you earn as a Reservist is tax free.

DM O L o c a t io n s
Australia

Wllliamstown^Melbourne 
Laverton * East Sale

I

PHobart

Australian Government
Department of Defence
Defence Materiel Organisation

Petty Officer Jane Lapa
ADF Clothing SPO 
Victoria Barracks -  Melbourne
Petty Officer Lapa is employed to provide advice in all 
aspects of Navy uniform entitlements, liaise with clothing 
stores and contractors and deal directly with individual 
Navy members on a wide range of issues relating to service 
uniforms.
“In this dynamic and challenging environment I have found 
DMO to be a positive and understanding employer"

D I F E N C I M A I E R I I L 0  R G A N I S A 1 IO N w w w . d e f e n c e . g o v . a u / d m o

http://www.dmojobs.gov.au
http://www.defence.gov.au/dmo
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KEN CUSH & ASSOCIATES

level 3, AMP 1 Hobart Place, Canberra ACT

Military Counsel Available - all States & 
Territories

Conveyancing 
Criminal Law
Family Issues I Agreements 
Litigation
Motor Vehicle Accidents 
Personal Injury 
Wills I Probate I Estates 

t Enquiries:
Phone: (02) 6257 9922 
Fax: (02) 6257 9933 
Email: admin@kencush.com.au

D iv o r c e  S e p a r a t io n  
P r o b l e m s ?

Protect yourself and your children.
Contact: M ark W illiam s 

Principal/Solicitor
• E stab lished  association  w ith D epartm ent o f  
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Workhorse retired Navy’s Vietnam

By CPL Mike McSweeney
Army farewelled the Iroquois helicopter, 

which has served the country for more than 40 
years, with a flypast o f Brisbane on September 
21, but the chopper also has a special place in 
Navy history.

The Iroquois operated with all three servic
es, beginning with the UH-1B variant in 1962.

In addition to assisting in disaster relief, 
the Huey served on deployments to PNG, the 
Sinai, Banda Ache and the Solomon Islands.

Undoubtedly, the Iroquois was most famous 
for its service in the Vietnam War.

As the new book Australia’s Navy in Vietnam 
relates, the Royal Australian Navy Helicopter 
Flight Vietnam (RANHFV) was formed in 1967 
and integrated with the US Army’s 135th assault 
Helicopter Company “flying Iroquois helicopters 
in both the utility and the gunship configura
tions”. Eight RAN pilots also flew Iroquois with 
the RAAF’s 9 Squadron.

The R A N H FV  a rriv ed  in V ietnam  in 
O ctober and in tegrated  w ith the US force 
under the name EMU -  Experimental Military 
Unit. The 135th was based in Vung Tau near 
Saigon. The role o f  the integrated force was 
to “provide tactical air movement o f combat 
troops, supplies and equipment in air-mobile 
operations.”

There w ere four RAN HFV  contingents, 
w ith the R A N H FV  ceasing  opera tions in 
June 1971. Several o f its men died in action. 
A ustra lia ’s N avy in Vietnam  goes into their 
operations in deta il. “ In m any w ays [the 
Iroquois] was the sound o f the Vietnam War,” 
BRIG Nick Bartels, CO 16 Bde (Avn), said.

GOODBYE HUEYS: The retirement from service of the UH-1H Iroquois helicopters was 
marked with a flypast of Brisbane. Photo: CPL Mike McSweeney

“It seems that every tim e you see some
thing to do with the Vietnam War you’ve got 
Hueys in the background.”

BRIG Bartels, who flew Iroquois in 1988 
-  89, said  although he was sad to  see the 
workhorse go, he was looking forward to its 
replacement.

“The M RH 90 is a sensa tiona l a ircraft 
and it w ill greatly enhance our capability.” 
About 25 Australian personnel are currently

training in France on the first two MRH90s. 
For Navy the MRH90s will replace the Sea Kings.

BRIG  B artels said  the Iroquois w as a 
dependable aircraft, which had served the ADF 
over four decades.

“It’s not just an Army capability that w e’re 
saying goodbye to today.”

A committee will make recommendations 
to government as to what will be done with the 
retired aircraft.

HISTORY TEAM: Brett Mitchell, left, and John 
Perryman co-authored a new book on the RAN’s 
role in the Vietnam War. Photo: ABPH Paul Berry

By FLGOFF Martin Alderette
To most people, a N avy’s task in military conflict is 

“ruling the waves”.
But during the Vietnam War the Royal Australian 

Navy’s role was far more diverse, with sailors fighting 
on land, in the air as well as at sea.

Two naval historians are bringing this lesser-known 
fact to greater attention with a new book: Australia’s 
Navy in Vietnam.

In the newly published work, joint-authors John 
Perryman and Brett M itchell, from the N avy’s Sea 
Power Centre, highlight many unknown actions by 
those in the Senior Service, and include many images 
never-before-seen by the public.

Mr Perryman found that when people discussed 
the subject o f Australia’s involvement in Vietnam the 
contributions made by RAN personnel were often over
looked.

“The purpose o f putting this book together was to 
bring greater attention to the fact that the Navy was 
there in Vietnam,” Mr Perryman said.

The book is a collection  o f  Navy achievements 
including those of the RAN Fleet Air Arm which flew 
the ubiquitous Bell UH-1 Iroquois helicopter with a 
US Army assault helicopter company and also with the 
RAAF’s number 9 Squadron.

The authors also cover the gunline destroyer deploy
ments, the role o f  the RAN clearance divers and the fast 
troop-transport HMAS Sydney, known affectionately as 
the “Port Jackson to Vung Tau Ferry” for its 24 voyages 
from Sydney Harbour to Vietnam.

The book w ill be a valuable reference to history 
buffs seeking facts and figures and also those curious 
readers who are after an insight into the Navy’s role in 
Vietnam.

Australia's Navy in Vietnam, Royal Australian Navy 
Operations 1965-72, is on-sale in newsagents and from 
Topmill Press in Sydney, (02) 9737-9450.
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Adelaide drops in on old 
friends at Chennai centre

By LEUT Debra Holland
HMAS Adelaide's four-day goodwill 

port visit to Chennai on India’s south
eastern coast last month was an ideal 
opportunity to drop in on some old friends 
at the M1THRA Centre.

The M ITH RA  (M adras Institute to 
H abilita te  R etarded A fflicted) C entre 
was founded by an Australian Franciscan 
Missionary, Sister Mary Theodore, in 1977 
as a residential and rehabilitation centre for 
intellectually and physically handicapped 
children and adults, mainly from low castes 
and impoverished backgrounds.

Mithra is also an ancient Sanskrit word 
denoting friendship, love and affection 
and there was plenty of friendship going 
around when members o f  the A delaide’s 
company, headed by WOMT John Scarfe, 
visited the Centre on Thursday, September 
24 to help out with a bit o f maintenance 
and entertaining.

The order o f the day was having fun
-  w hich m eant lots o f cricket, frisbee 
throwing and other games. The Navy Jazz

Band brought out the cheers with a few 
numbers culminating with a spectacular 
routine featuring the drum s and bugle. 
Children from the centre also turned on 
the entertainm ent w ith several singing 
and dancing routines.

For the staff o f the MITHRA Centre, 
the v is it by the ship rek ind led  w arm  
memories o f A delaide’s previous visit to 
the centre during an earlier deployment to 
Chennai in 2003.

The smiles on the faces o f  the children 
grew even bigger when Sister Mary cut a 
huge chocolate cake, donated by the Taj 
Coronandal Hotel (organised through the 
local A ustralian Consulate-G eneral), to 
mark the centre’s 30th birthday.

A dela ide  was undertak ing  its final 
overseas deploym ent to India, Thailand 
and Singapore prior its decommissioning 
on January 19, 2008 at FBW. The port 
visit to Chennai was A delaide’s final des
tination in India after the successful com
pletion o f  Exercise M alabar and a three 
day IN/RAN Passex.

v e h ic l e  s a l a r y  p a c k a g in g  a t  www.fleetnetwork.com.au

By LEUT Debra Holland
A s H M A S A d e la id e  e n te re d  

th e  b u sy  In d ian  nava l p o r t o f  
Visakhapatnam (“Vizag” for short) last 
month, the curious looks on the faces 
o f the local dock workers and sailors 
said it all. After all, this was the first 
time a Royal Australian Navy warship 
had visited their base as guest o f the 
Indian Eastern Fleet Command.

For the duration o f  the four-day 
visit the ship’s company took their first 
shore leave after the high tempo mul
tinational Exercise Malabar to explore 
the bustling city o f one million people 
that epitomised all the contradictions 
of a booming south Asian metropolis.

Vizag is typical o f  the new India 
where an emerging military, industrial 
and comm ercial might is com peting 
against deep set cultural traditions.

On arrival Adelaide hosted a cock
tail party for the senior staff officer 
and  com m anding  o ffice rs  o f  the 
Indian Navy ships that had taken part 
in Exercise M alabar and the subse
quent Passage Exercise (Passex) with 
Adelaide during the transit to India.

O ur uniform ed guests w ere out 
shone by the Indian officers’ wives 
who were dressed in a range o f stun
ning Saris and other traditional wear.

The follow ing evening the F lag 
Officer Commanding the Eastern Fleet, 
RADM R.K. Dhowan hosted a lavish 
reception at the hilltop Dolphin Cove 
Officers’ Club with its panoramic view 
o f Visakhapatnum’s coastline.

A delaide’s sports men and women 
also took part in matches against their 
Indian Navy counterparts in soccer, 
volleyball and basketball. Although the 
Adelaide teams came out second best 
each time, there was a friendly rivalry 
between the two sides.

Several inter-Navy ship visits were 
held between Adelaide and her hosts 
in the Indian Navy ships Kuthar, Kora 
and Kuukri, further helping to cement 
ties and comm on procedural under
standing between the two navies.

Despite some initially challenging 
logistical and bureaucratic problems, 
there can be little doubt that A delaide’s 
visit to V isakhapatnum has success
fully set the groundwork for future 
visits by the RAN.

FRIENDLY EXCHANGE: ABCIS Sophia Griffin from HMAS Adelaide with children from the MITHRA Centre in Chennai, India. The children are 
dressed up for a stage performance they put on for other children and crew members from Adelaide. Photos: ABPH Nadia Monteith

HELPING OUT: ABCSO Kerrin Kerwin assists with the lunchtime dishes as 
the MITHRA children clean up after themselves.

LUNCH VISIT: CMDR Jatinder Singh and fellow Indian officers meet for 
lunch with HMAS Adelaide’s CO CMDR Robert Slaven at Visakhapatnam.
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Farewell
By Graham Davis

As the crack of Steyr shots echoed 
across B risbane’s M ount Thompson, 
150 people, many o f  them shipmates, 
stood, bow ed their heads and fare- 
w elled  RAN sailo r, LSBM  Julian  
“Limo” Limozin.

Aged just 25, the young sailor from 
Camp H ill in B risbane had packed 
much into his life including more than 
five years in the Navy.

Signs o f  his life dotted the cremato
rium where he was being laid rest.

First there was the guitar which he 
began playing from a young age.

Then there were the basketballs, a 
sport in which he excelled.

On a cushion were his service med
als fo r serv ice in the M iddle East, 
East Timor and Fiji on Melbourne and 
Kanimbla.

There were citations, one from the 
then M aritim e C om m ander, RADM 
Rowan Moffitt and the other from the 
then Commanding Officer o f HMAS 
Melbourne, CMDR Vem Dutschke.

They to ld  o f  how on O ctober 7,
2004 HM AS M elbourne  had  gone 
to the aid o f a m erchant vessel MV 
Lowlands Grace in distress o ff Port 
Hedland.

Upon arrival the warship found a 
lifeboat upside down with crew mem
bers from  the m erchant ship trapped 
inside and on top o f the boat.

Julian and LS Rhodes leapt from a 
RHIB and dived beneath the upturned 
craft finding a seaman inside, removed 
his lifejacket, returned to the hatch and 
brought him  to the surface.

Resuscitation began immediately.
T h e ir  a c t io n s  w e re  d e e m e d  

o u ts ta n d in g  and  Ju lian  rece iv ed  
a M a ritim e  C o m m an d e r’s an d  a 
Commanding Officer’s commendation.

His m other Jacqueline Limozin and 
his partner ABW TR Kristi Archbold, 
were the chief mourners.

The Senior Naval Officer for South 
Queensland, CMDR Forbes Peters and 
K animbla’s Executive Officer, LCDR 
M ichael O born  attended w hile PO 
Melissa Brumfield led a rifle party of 
six from the ADF signals training cen
tre at Oakey.

The F lee t C haplain, SN RCH AP 
Garry Lock conducted the service.

In her tribute to her son his mother 
said, “Julian once told me that when 
he died he wanted a lot o f people at his 
funeral.”

NAVY SEND-OFF: Pallbearers carry the casket containing LSBM Julian 
Limozin into the chapel. Photo: Graham Davis

“Even at the age o f  seven he had a 
strong sense of who he was.”

She said that she raised “Jules” as 
a single mother but had great support 
from family and friends in doing so.

“Jules was my shining star,” she 
declared.

“He was seven when he began to 
learn to play the guitar.

“He could lift team spirit,” she said.
Ms Limozin said she wanted him to 

finish Year 12 but instead he went out 
and got a full time job at McDonalds.

“Then he joined the N avy... I was 
so proud when he graduated.

“When he sailed to Iraq it was one

o f the m ost frightening days o f my 
life.

“Thank you for 25 years o f being 
a lovely boy,” she said, ending her 
eulogy.

His partner, Kristi Archbold, said 
“He was a loving partner. Everything 
felt OK when he was around.”

LCDR Obom, described Julian as 
“great bloke... a go-to man.”

“ L im o w as a fan tastic  sailor,” 
LCDR Obom declared.

Julian  was a m em ber o f  HMAS 
Kanimbla but was at HMAS Cerberus 
for intermediate training when he died 
on September 15.

GO-TO MAN: LS Julian Limozin 
when he was on deployment in 
Timor Leste.

An honour to serve with you
By POB Nikolai Rofe

LSBM Julian Limozin was a son o f  a 
loving mother Jacqueline, loyal partner to 
a beautiful girlfriend Kristi, a true mate to 
his friends, a great leader o f  subordinates, 
a proud Boatswains Mate, a model sailor 
and a gentlemen to all who knew to him.

He was bom  in Brisbane on October 
12, 1981 and jo ined the RAN in 2001. 
His postings included HMAS Cerberus, 
FIM A , HM A  Ships M elbourne  and 
Kanimbla.

LS Limozin was promoted to his cur
rent rank in 2007. He was a mentor to 
his subordinates, an inspiration to his 
peers and a m odel sailor to his superi

ors. At all times LS Limozin could be 
trusted to carry out any task  assigned 
to him  w ith capacity for further tasking 
without dispute. Those who have served 
with LS Limozin will attest that he was 
fun loving, full o f life, vibrant, easy to 
be around, compassionate and loyal. He 
never had a bad word to say about any
one and will always be remembered for 
his positive outlook on life.

LSBM  Lim ozin was the best friend 
anyone could have had. It was an honour 
to serve w ith him. He will be missed by 
his family, friends and colleagues. He 
will always be in our hearts and his spirit 
will be amongst us always.
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Hong Kong sojourn
SPECTACULAR: (Main) The night skyline of 
Hong Kong viewed from Star Ferry Terminal on 
Kowloon. Photo: SBLT Kreining

By LCDR Sekulitch

Hong Kong Is frequently described as a 
place where East meets West. On one street 
corner there may be traditional C hinese 
shops selling howls ol' shark fin soup and 
other local cuisines, lint around the next, 
one may find an F nglish -style pub or a 
M cDonald’s.

For many of the men and women of the 
task group of IIMAS Parramatta and HMAS 
Perth, Hong Kong was their first real taste 
of the orient.

The Commanding Officers o f Parramatta 
and Perth both visited the Hong Kong gar
rison accompanied by the Consul-General 
M r Murray Cobbam and Defence Attache 
CAPT V'aughn Kixon. The following morn
ing a remembrance service was conducted at 
the Saivvan War Cemetery by officers from 
both ships and the task group chaplain.

HMAS Perth hosted a funtion where 153 
guests were treated to some Australian and 
local cuisine. The evening concluded with a 
traditional ceremonial sunset in front of the 
spectacular backdrop of the night skyline.

Several tours occurred through the % isit. 
from local schools to families and friends of 
official Australian dignitaries.

Parramatta and Perth combined to play 
soccer against the People’s Liberation Army 
-  Navy team. The Australian team started 
out showing high skills and quick ball move
ment, setting a 2-0 lead ten minutes into the

game. Shortly into the second half an own- 
goal by the RAN started a stampede o f goals 
by the locals. The final score was 7-3, the 
local team victorious.

Both ship's teams again combined for a 
friendly rugby match against the local and 
significantly bigger Devils Advocate (DeA) 
Tigers, w ho boasted two international rugby 
union players. Although significantly out- 
sized, the Navy team defended well in the 
stoppages only to see the Tigers find holes 
out wide to score several tries. The Navy 
team lost 36-0.

A trip to Victoria Peak which required 
a frightening 45-degree inclined tram ride, 
allowed visitors at the top to see a 360 degree 
unobstructed v iew of the Hong Kong skyline.

M any other h ighlights included v is it
ing Hong Kong Disneyland, the Hong Kong 
horse races, the Temple and Ladies Street 
Markets, the Jade Market, riding the famous 
Star Ferry across Victoria Harbour, sam 
pling the local cuisine and who could forget 
not being seduced by the many tailors offer
ing their tailor-made suits in three days.

Hong Kong was the first port for the task 
group and second Asian port for HM AS 
P arram atta. A lthough over 4000 k ilom e
tres separates the home ports of both ships, 
they combined well for official, sporting and 
social functions proudly flying the Australian 
flag. Later Parram atta  and Perth went to 
Shanghai.

ALL TOGETHER: The Ship’s Company of HMAS Parramatta on the forecastle in Hong Kong Harbour. 
Photo: ABPH Andrew Dakin
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w as closed with a cocktail party onboard the TEAMWORK: The Parramatta soccer team prior to the match in Singapore
French Naval Ship, Nivose. Photo: SBLT Kriening

By LCDR M.P. Sekulitch

Prior to the Hong Kong visit, HMAS 
Parramatta CntereTHfrc Sembawang Naval 
Basin, Singapore;'i« 'Wre sound of the RAN 
hand playing on the fli<;hrdcck.

During the v isit,Jhe band was able to 
play for classes o f enthusiastic listeners 
at the Australian International School -  
Singapore.

After completing official duties the hand 
played a three hour gig at the United States 
Armed Forces managed ‘Terror Club’; a 
resort-tvpe facility for local military fami
lies.

T he v is it also enabled  the band to 
explore Singapore’s Jazz scene with several 
of the band mem bers playing a number 
of tunes at the Actors Club and Jazz on 
Southbridge.

“ T he port visit gave the Jazz lov 
ers in Ihe band a chance to delve into the 
Singapore Jazz scene. It was great and 
the reception we received was fantastic,” 
Guitarist AB Angus Donald said.

TASK GROUP: HMA Ships Parramatta and Perth anchored off Hong Kong during their South-East Asian deployment. 
Parramatta took the opportunity to conduct some maintenance. Photo: SBLT Kriening
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Any lego 

Great Quality 

On time supply 

Terrific after 
sales seruice
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~ny from SAIT!
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Keeping a safety score

POINTS: HMAS Toowoomba's LCDR David Landon and safety officer Toni Davey of 
Thales Australia with the challenge scoreboard. Photo: ABPH Lincoln Commane

By LCDR David Landon
In an effort to promote safety aware

n e ss , H M A S Toow oom ba  (C M D R  
Jaim ie H atcher) is com peting against 
Thales for the “Thaloomba Safety Cup”. 
The com petition is taking place during 
T oow oom ba’s m ain tenance period  in 
Henderson WA. Thales is the prime con
tractor for the maintenance period, which 
will last seven months.

The aim o f the competition is to iden
tify and mitigate hazards throughout the 
maintenance period.

CM DR H atcher laid down the chal

lenge to Thales and it was enthusiastically 
received. “Each team is awarded a point 
for identifying a hazard and reporting 
it to their supervisor. A further point is 
awarded for resolving the hazard,” CMDR 
Hatcher said. “Hopefully we can identify 
all hazards and not have any o f them lead 
to incidents.”

A running tally board will be main
tained at the gangw ay th roughout the 
m aintenance period. The w inner w ill 
receive the Thaloomba Safety Cup at the 
end of the activity with a prize that is yet 
to be determined.

Chief Military judge sworn in
The first C hief Military Judge o f the 

Australian M ilitary Court, Brigadier Ian 
Westwood, has been officially sworn in.

Also sworn in were the two permanent 
military judges, Colonel Peter Morrison and 
Lieutenant Colonel Jennifer Woodward.

Brigadier Westwood was appointed to 
the statutory position by the Governor- 
General on August 22 and sworn in by 
the Judge Advocate General-ADF, Major 
G eneral R ichard Tracey, during a cer
emony earlier this month.

Brigadier Westwood’s appointment is 
for 10 years.

He is responsible for the expeditious 
discharge o f  the business o f  the Australian 
Military Court and managing the adminis
trative affairs o f  the court.

Brigadier W estwood w ill also sit as 
a military judge on the court, nominate 
the military judge to conduct the trial of 
charges that are referred to  the Australian 
M ilitary Court and report to Parliament 
annually through the Minister.

Forum adds Service value
By POWTR Andy Maskell

The Comm ander o f the A ustralian Defence 
C ollege (A D C ) hosted the ADF Senior Non- 
Com m issioned Officer (SNCO) forum  over the 
period September 6-7 at the Centre for Defence 
Leadership Studies in Weston Creek.

A nnua l SNCO L eadership  D evelopm ent 
Focus G roup Meetings have been convened at 
the ADC since 2003. Over 20 Navy personnel 
were selected  to participate in the 2007 event 
which was officially opened by VCDF, LTGEN 
Ken Gillespie. The Forum brought together 100 
senior sailor and NCO equivalent participants 
from around Australia across the three Services. 
The New Zealand Defence Force was represented 
by the Warrant Officer of the Royal New Zealand 
Navy, Warrant Officer Neil Roberts.

The focus o f the forum was to discuss and 
develop solutions to contemporary issues faced 
by today ’s NCOs and the A ustralian D efence 
Force. The Service warrant officers; WO-N James 
Levay, RSM-A Kevin Woods and WOFF-AF Ray 
Woolnough facilitated open discussions with par
ticipants, and introduced their chosen issue for syn
dicate brainstorming. Invaluable feedback was 
received and will be distributed to the senior leader
ship group and to all the participants.

The forum dinner was the highlight o f  the two- 
day event w ith Chief of Navy, VADM Shalders, 
AO, CSC, RAN, Chief of Air Force, AIRMSHL 
Shepherd , M A JG EN  M orrison, the A cting 
Commander ADC, BRIG Dawson, and BRIG Jans 
in attendance allowing an opportunity for forum 
members to discuss issues with members o f the 
senior leadership group. The use o f  the ADC pro
vided an excellent opportunity for many NCOs to 
have a unique insight into a joint education envi
ronment, and to liaise in an open environment 
removed from their normal workplace. RAISING AN ISSUE: Syndicate presentation by PO Ben Robson. Photo: POPH David Connolly

Helping your 
partner find 
a new job

SWAPP SELEC T is a D efence 
funded initiative developed to assist 
partners o f  ADF members to become 
job ready and access the workforce in 
their new posting locality.

SWAPP recently underwent an evalu
ation and review to develop the future 
direction o f the program. In response to 
the feedback received from ADF part
ners the suite o f SWAPP initiatives has 
been enhanced by providing a greater 
choice o f services and providers for pro
fessional employment assistance.

Under the new model o f  SWAPP 
SELECT, the applicant w ill obtain a 
quote for the services required from a 
service provider o f  their own choice, 
and then seek approval for eligibility 
and funding from Defence. This ini
tiative provides partners with a choice 
o f  some or all o f the following services 
up to the capped limit o f  $2500:

■ Career transition assessment and 
advice;

■ Job search techniques and strate
gies;

■ Preparation and presentation for 
interview;

■ Application and selection criteria 
preparation;

■ Identifying training options; and
■ Identifying job options.
For more information including eli

gibility criteria and application form, 
please contact your local DCO office 
or v isit the DCO w ebsite at http :// 
www.defence.gov.au/dco.

mailto:jak.goudmanl@defence.gov.ai
http://www.defence.gov.au/dco
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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Long Look recharges batteries

Mornington

' Mt 
Martha

!Osborne; 
Primal 
| School

CENTRAL EQUITY
L A N D

Mon to Sat 10-5 / Sun 12-5 

Cnr Marthas Ridge Drive & 
Craigie Road, Mt Martha 

Mel ways Ref: 145 F9
■Until sold as at 17/9/07 • Dsiplay 
homes for illustration purposes only

Melbourne’s Mornington Peninsula
Premium Land in Mt Martha FOR SALE

INSPECT

By Annie Casey PAO NPT
LSM T D allas S teers, FSU 

HM AS K uttabul has re tu rned  
from the U nited K ingdom  with 
a new outlook after a four month 
stint at the Long Look exchange 
program  2007 w here he  w as 
based  at H M S D evonport in 
Plymouth.

He was employed in Defiance 
combined workshops as part o f  a 
small team o f welders and metal 
fabricators making various prod
ucts for surface and subm arine 
fleets.

While in the UK he was given 
m any ex c itin g  o p p o rtu n itie s  
including meeting Prince Charles 
for afternoon tea at HMS Drake, 
a rewarding time at W imbledon 
tennis championships as a serv
ice steward in the Royal box and 
a week o f adventure training in 
West Germany.

He has returned w ith a new 
perspective on life in the Navy 
and said, “I really  enjoyed my 
time on Long Look in the UK, 
I feel I achieved and benefited 
from the exchange in many ways 
... it has b roadened  m y in d i
vidual m ilitary know ledge and 
experience.

“By being in a different coun
try and working environm ent I 
have been exposed to different 
procedures, routines, personnel 
and equipment.

“I ’ve come back refreshed, 
more positive about m y future

w w w . y o u r h o m e . c o m . a u 0) 1 8 0 0  7 0 3  9 8 9  (7 d a y s )

Photo: Shaun Barlow

S E F T ON G R A N G E
E S T A T E  

"The Amberley Release"

One of the last remaining stages, don’t miss out!

S uperb  location! H om esites  with w ide frontage  
& opposite  reserve availab le!

Only 10%  deposit  ~  Balance upon settlement in 2008

in the RAN and I’ve made many 
new friends.

“It truly was a life changing 
experience.”

D allas had previously  been 
unsuccessful in an application to 
the exchange program but from 
his p lacem en t on L ong L ook 
onw ards, i t ’s made all the d if
ference.

B efore partic ipa ting  in the 
exchange he had eight years o f 
naval experience to his credit but 
was feeling tired and jaded and 
on the brink o f  discharge.

He had just spent three-and-a 
-half years at sea and he wanted 
to try something different outside 
the Navy.

LSMT Steers has now done a 
u-tum and is once again happy in 
the Navy.

He is keen to stay as an MT 
for a few more years.

The exchange UK host unit 
has equalled LS Steers’ enthusi
asm for the Long Look experi
ence w ith HMS D evonport RN 
W 02E T  R adcliffe’s description 
o f LSMT Steers as “a first class 
ambassador for the RAN ... his 
conduct w as no th ing  short o f  
exemplary.”

For m ore inform ation about 
nom inating for the Long Look 
exchange program  the point o f 
contact is CPO Margaret Nason 
on (02)6265 3311 or send an 
email to navy.longlook@defence. 
gov.au ROYAL MEETING: Prince Charles with LSMT Steers at HMS Drake, Plymouth

Homesites start from $205,000*
House & Land Packages from $339,000*

Located only minutes from ~ Mt Martha’s 
Craigie Beach, The Briars Historic Park, Local 
shopping centres & much more

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
http://www.yourhome.com.au
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SUNDOWN: ABCIS 
Paul Gibson from 
HMAS Perth, keeps in 
constant contact with 
HMAS Parramatta via 
10” signal lamp and 
headset. Both ships 
were enroute to Hong 
Kong. Photo: ABPH 
Andrew Dakin

RECHARGE: 
(right) ABMT 

Bryan Blackshaw 
conducts main
tenance on the 

damage con
tro l headlamps 
onboard HMAS 

Perth. Photo: 
ABPH Andrew 

Dakin
GOOD 
TOGO: 
LSMT Larry 
Pickering 
gives the 
thumbs up 
to ABDEN(H) 
Greg Pashen 
for flouride 
treatment. 
Photo: ABPH 
Andrew 

|  Dakin

LESSONS LEARNT FROM RECENT 
DEPLOYMENTS THE AGEING DEFENCE 
FORCE AND OTHER CURRENT SUBJECTS

WHEN Saturday 10th November 2007

WHERE HMAS W aterhen, Waverton

WHO Tri-Service Health Personnel of all ranks
are welcom e

REGISTRATION Registration is FREE
Registration closes 26th October

ENQUIRIES Mr David Talakovski
Tel 02 93393429
Email david.talakovski@defence.gov.au 

Many interesting subjects will be discussed at the symposium.

The NSW Military Health 
Symposium is proudly supported 
by Defence Reserves Support.

To learn more about the 
services we can offer you 
and your employer:
Call:
1800 803 485
Visit our website: 
www.defence.gov.au/reservesHAVING FUN: POSTD Jason Aitken and POCIS «* : ^

Tara Irving get involved in the petty officers’
‘Fush and Chops’ night onboard HMAS Perth.
Photo: ABPH Andrew Dakin

DEFENCE RESERVES SUPPORT

AUSTRALIA’S RESERVE FORCES

mailto:david.talakovski@defence.gov.au
http://www.defence.gov.au/reserves
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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=S: ABCK Ryan ’  
W ilson whips up pancakes 
tor the sh ip ’s company 
breakfast in the gallev of 
HMAS Adelaide. Photo. 
ABPH Nadia Monteith

Defence —

That's right, on all investment packages 
built direct with us, you will receive 30 
weeks rent, on the completion of your 
new investment home.

Control your own 
RENTAL GUARANTEE

Use the money to offset your own 
mortgage or pay off that credit card!

We have a number of hand selected 
packages throughout South East 
Queensland from UNDER $250,000

Packages fully turn key with 
inclusions such as air conditioning, 
floorcoverings, window treatments, 
turfing & landscaping, quality fittings 
and much, much more.

GOODWILL: (above) 
ABMUS Heather 
Wright had a chat with 
one of the handicaped 
patients when crew 
from HMAS Adelaide 
visited the MITHRA 
Centre in Channai, 
India. Photo: ABPH 
Nadia Monteith

South-East Queensland 
Investment Properties

Deal direct with the Property Developer /  Builder 
Virtual tour available for most properties

Phone today 1800 OOO 916
SK&BSH&2 www.wacalhousing.com.au

V  f
COLOURS: ABBM Peter Damage 
raises the Australian White Ensign 
onboard HMAS Launceston. 
Photo: ABMED Carolyn Docking

HOLD STILL:
SMNMED
Jodie
Schumacher 
performs a 
checkup with 
an otoscope 
in the sick % 
bay of HMAS 
Perth.
Photo: ABPH 
Andrew Dakin

FLAG SIGNALS: ABCIS Paul
u„AGJb^ on on the fla9 b 'n of HMAS Perth during manoeu
vres w ith HMAS Parramatta. 
Photo: ABPH Andrew Dakin.

http://www.wacalhousing.com.au
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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FLIGHT SAFETY: ABET 

Michael Gregory con
ducts maintenance 

on the stabilised glide 
scope indicator. Photo: 

ABPH Andrew Dakin

BREW TIME: 
LSSTD J u s tin i 

W oo lcock l 
commanding! 
officer’s v a le i 

onboard] 
HMAS Perth1 
Photo: ABPHj 

AndreW| 
D a k il

SLAP SHOT: SMET Glen Ahrens takes a 
shot at goal while playing deck hockey 
on the flight deck of HMAS Perth.

CLEANING j i  
UP: ABBM S  
Burkett J {| 
helping out 
at the chil- % 
dren’s play
ing fie lds at ^  
the MITHRA #  
Centre in " 
India. Photo: j  
ABPH Nadia 
Monteith

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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We work at all levels of Command,
including with the Special Forces

you havejthe skills we need?

As a member of the Australian Intelligence Corps you 
will advise Commanders on the threat situation.

The Commander will make decisions 
based on the Intelligence you provide.

LIFESTYLE

DROPPING IN: Airborne allows you to choose where you land as you parachute 
in. This can affect the way enemies respond and how you play the mission.

Jump into the fray
Medal of Honor: Airborne 
Electronic Arts
PC, Xbox360 M______________

The Game: The long running WWII 
shooter M edal o f  H onor  retu rns w ith 
its next-gen debut Airborne. As an elite 
member o f the Airborne, you’re tasked 
with parachuting behind enemy lines dur
ing the European theatre o f  war to ensure 
victory for the Allied forces.

The Play: While the game still plays 
like any other WWII first person shooter, 
the gimmick this time around is the air
drops. Each level sees you leaping from a 
C-47 transport plane and into the fray, the 
entire descent controlled by the player as 
the war rages below.

Rather than just playing as an effec
tive cinematic moment, the airdrops play 
the biggest part in your strategic approach 
to the level since any terrain you can see, 
you can land on. This provides an excit
ing and fresh take on the standard shooter 
formula allowing you to tackle the range

o f available objectives for the level in any 
order you wish depending on where you 
land. This gives the game a nifty illusion 
o f  freedom and player choice.

T he Terrain: A irborne  doesn ’t do 
any th ing  new  or in teresting  w ith the 
setting, or stand as the prettiest shooter 
available. However, all this is forgiven 
when you take in the scope of an entire 
level from the air. Thanks to this sense 
o f  scale the jum ps are often breathtak
ing and intense, proving that some slight 
graphical imperfection is a worthy trade 
for the increased immersion.

The Experience: The Medal o f  Honor 
franchise has had a rocky history, starting 
out on the PS1 to much acclaim and wild
ly varying in quality ever since. Airborne 
proves that the series still has w hat it 
takes to release a quality title in the next- 
gen arena and w hile it m ay not be as 
revolutionary as it wants to be, it’s done 
a good job o f jum p starting a tired genre 
with a novel new twist.

-  Sean Roberts

____________________________________

In the driver's seat

HUNTER: Command a submarine and participate in 
historic WWII naval battles.

Submarine warfare
Silent Hunter 4: Wolves of the Pacific 
Ubisoft
PC PG

The Game: Silent Hunter 4: Wolves o f  the Pacific 
is the latest instalment o f  the highly acclaimed Silent 
Hunter series. SH4 takes place during the WWII Pacific 
Ocean conflicts between Japan and the USA.

The Play: Take American submarines through multi
ple play modes including quick missions where you can 
take part in historic battles. There is also a fully fledged 
career mode where you start out on small missions, such 
as sinking merchant shipping, to more challenging mis
sions where you have to sneak through waves o f destroy
ers to sink a major Japanese ship. I f  you do well you will 
be given new and better submarines. I f  not, expect to be 
removed from command.

The Terrain: SH4 is a fantastic looking game. The 
graphics are great with the surface ships looking very 
realistic. The cut-scenes o f  torpedo impacts and ships 
exploding and sinking allow you to admire your handi
work.

The Experience: SH4 is a true simulator. Using 
patience to carefully hunt your target, getting a con
firmed torpedo hit and seeing your target sink into the 
depths is very satisfying. You have the option to control 
absolutely everything on the boat from crew watches to 
calculating trajectories, depth and speed o f torpedoes.

The beauty of this game is that if  it seems too much, 
you can let the computer handle all o f the complicated 
factors so you can just enjoy the experience.

-  LS Yuri Ramsey

Stuntman Ignition 
THQ
Xbox360, PS3, PS2, PSP M

The Game: If  you have always thought about what it 
would be like to perform all those fantastic vehicle stunts 
you see in the movies, then Stuntman Ignition might be 
the game for you. Jump into the driver’s seat and pull off 
insane stunts for 36 stunt runs in 6 themed films.

The Play: Following a basic run down o f  w hat’s 
required for the scene, you jum p into the car/bike/truck 
and follow tightly choreographed directions: power slide 
right, jum p this, mid-air barrel roll here. You get the pic
ture. If  this is not enough to worry about, you also need 
to drive like a maniac throughout the scene, performing 
unscripted stunts in between the scripted ones to keep up 
your ‘string’ score multiplier. Get through all the scenes 
to an acceptable standard and you can move onto your 
next film.

The Terrain: Visually Stuntman gets pretty chaotic. 
The special effects and sets look decent enough with 
each film’s unique visuals working well with each theme. 
On completion o f  the film, you get to see a movie trailer 
featuring your stunts which is fun to watch.

The Experience: Stuntman can be a frustrating game. 
Scenes will need to be done over and over again until 
you get it right. This is not the fault o f the game as they 
have made it accessible as possible, but more due to the 
inherent limitations o f the concept.

Stick with it though and Stuntman Ignition can be a 
very rewarding game.

-  LS Yuri Ramsey

CRAZY: Perform death defying stunts in Stuntman.

http://www
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HMAS WORT Sponsored by ADCU

Hardly worth going home 
is it?

CROSSWORD
If you can think of a clever, witty caption to this picture, email 
captioncomp@defencenews.gov.au (remember to send it 
[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] with “caption competition” in the subject line). 
Keep entries under 25 words. Entries must include the sender’s name, 
rank and unit. Winner published November 1.

A n d  th e  
w in n e r  is...
"With the new anti- 
hoon laws, it looked 
as though the Army 
was going to pay yet 
again..."
PTE J Masterm an 

Robertson Barracks 

Darw in

Congratulations, you’ll 
receive a copy of M4 
Sherman a t War by Michael 
Green and James D. Brown.

Solution

a t t o r n e y s

—  The choice of Service Personnel —  
Links w ith the ADF tor more than 25 years

$  Military Compensation O

All states, all services 
Protect your position NOW!

Freecall 773 880
Wyatt Attorneys 

903/276 Pitt Street 
Sydney NSW 2000
(Next to Defence Plaza)

02 92627338 
info@wvatts.com.au

1 Formal declaration
2 Promptness
3 Dine
4 A bullet that leaves a trail 

o f  smoke or fire
5 Whip
6 Cloak with a hood
7 Hotchpotch
8 Tableland
9 Over there
10 Spasmodic cramp
11 Potato (Colloq)
15 Region
17 African butter tree
21 Small spider
22 Musical composition 
24 Glut

26 Master o f  ceremonies 
28 Small plain cake 
31 Two-year old sheep
33 Russian guitar-like 

instrument
34 Ageing
37 Type o f  Chinese food 

(3.3)
39 Information 
41 Sickle-shaped 
44 Once existed 
46 Legal practitioner
48 Texas city
49 Ease (3-2)
50 Garbage man (Colloq)
54 Shield border
55 Grate
57 Cloistered woman 
59 Play division

ACROSS 35 Nidus
36 Belief

1 Folding support for a 38 Lose colour
table 40 Secure

6 Imitator 42 Rummy game
12 Subtle emanation 43 Dash
13 Wanness 45 Oriental weight
14 Exceed 47 Arbitrate
16 Piano player 49 Lawfulv
18 Cigar 51 Book o f maps
19 Guevara 52 An age
20 White vestment 53 Jillaroo
23 Glacial ridge 56 Consisting o f three
25 Mosque tower 58 Anguish
27 Jacob’s twin 60 Domestic servant
29 A giant 61 Bag
30 Witty remark 62 Early colonist
32 Restrain 63 Parvenu

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
1. What was Caesar’s full name?
2. How does the German rank Generaloberst translate?
3. If you play a lay-down mazaire what are you playing?
4. When did Collingwood last win a VFL flag?
5. How many rugby world cups has NZ won?
6. What ship took Napoleon to St Helena?
7. What is the name of the Navy singer featured 

on Australian Idol?
8. What was the nickname of the German 

WWI ace Manfred von Richthofen?
9. Who plays Mary Jane Watson in 

the Spider-Man movies?
10. What famous former runner is 

mayor of the Gold Coast?

Answers
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Looking for accurate, up-to-date, credible information on 
alcohol, tobacco and other drugs?

Visit the ADF Drug & Alcohol Program website (the “AOD cabinet” ) at

www.defence.gov.au/dpe/dhs
The alcohol and other drugs (AOD) cabinet contains a range of information, resources for ADF health and 

allied health professionals, policy material and links to publications and other sites of interest.

ADF ATODS: The Defence Health Services response to AOD issues.

mailto:captioncomp@defencenews.gov.au
mailto:info@wvatts.com.au
http://www.defence.gov.au/dpe/dhs
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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Dreaming of books
Last N ig h t! Dreamed o f Peace 
Dang Thuy Tram
Random House Australia 
$29.95_______________________________

7 moday I  d id  an appendectom y 
without enough medicine, ju s t a 
few  tubes o f  Novocain. But the 

w ounded young  so ld ier never cried  
out or yelled. H e ju s t  kept smiling, 
to encourage me. I  f e l t  so sorry fo r  
him, because his stomach is infected. 
I  would like to tell him, ‘Patients like 
you, who I  cannot cure, cause me the 
most sorrow.

April 8, 1968: This is the first entry 
in the diary o f  Dang Thuy Tram, a 
27-year-old North Vietnamese doctor 
who volunteered to go straight from 
medical school to work on the front
line caring for Viet Cong and North 
Vietnamese soldiers in the province o f 
Quang Ngai.

It was taken from her body by US 
soldiers after she was killed.

It’s impossible to read this without 
feeling deeply touched by the human
ity in her writing.

T ram ’s d iary  is filled  w ith the 
thoughts, experiences, rom ances and 
daily challenges o f  her life, all w rit
ten under the shadow o f  the N orth 
Vietnam ese struggle to  survive and 
defeat the m ore heavily  arm ed and 
better resourced US and its allies.

She describes conducting am pu
tations and operations w ith  barely 
enough m edicine or equipm ent, o f 
try ing to evade US bom bings and 
soldiers, o f having to quickly pack 
up and move entire hospital wards of

soldier assigned to the 635th Military 
Intelligence Detachment near Due Pho 
was burning such documents, his South 
Vietnamese army interpreter told him, 
“Fred, don’t bum this. It has fire in it 
already”.

Fred kept the diary and w hen he 
left Vietnam after three tours o f duty in 
1972, against orders, the diary left with 
him. He then had a long career in the 
FBI, during which he wanted to return 
the diary, but couldn’t because o f  his 
work.

It w asn’t until 2005 that the diary 
w as re tu rn ed  to  T ram ’s m o ther in 
H anoi. It has since been published  
in V ietnam  where it is scheduled to 
become a film after selling more than 
430,000 copies (books average a print- 
run o f  5000 in Vietnam).

It has been described as an unvar
n ished , uncensored  account o f  the 
w ar that is at tim es critica l o f  the 
Communist Party. I t’s proven popular 
with Vietnam’s youth, as two thirds of 
the Vietnamese population were bom  
after 1975, and the struggle Tram por
trays is more realistic than the stylised 
depictions o f  conflict previously avail
able in Vietnam.

L ast n igh t I  dreamed o f  peace  is 
a m oving account o f  T ram ’s experi
ences during the war, but does require 
the reader to  reference the extensive 
footnotes included on alm ost every 
page. This is because many of her diary 
entries require further explanation to 
understand their context.

R eg ard le ss , the d ia ry  m akes a 
remarkable read that has left me with a 
renewed respect for a tough adversary.

-  SGT Damian Griffin

The Ghost
Robert Harris
Random House
Australia
$55.00

Look me in 
the Eye
John Robison
Random House
Australia
$34.95

3.5

\

m s

ADAM Lang has been Britain’s 
longest serving -  and most contro
versial -  prime minister of the last 
half century. And now that he’s left 
office, he’s accepted one of histo
ry’s largest cash advances to com
pose a tell-all memoir of his life and 
years of power.

As pressure mounts for Lang 
to complete this magnum opus, he 
hires a professional ghostwriter to 
finish the book. As he sets to work, 
the ghostwriter discovers many more 
secrets than Lang intends to reveal, 
secrets with the power to alter world 
politics, secrets with the power to kill.

Set in America, on M artha’s 
Vineyard, The Ghost is Harris’s fin
est foray into political fiction since 
Archangel and brings the reader 
face to face with some o f the biggest 
issues o f our time.

There’s been a few conspiracy 
theories that this is in some way a dig 
at former British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, which I only mention as an 
interesting side story, for on its own 
merits, the book is a thrilling read.

-  SGT Damian Griffin

Look Me in the Eye tells of Robison’s 
heartbreaking childhood desperation 
to connect with others, and his strug
gle to pass as ‘normal’ -  a struggle 
that continued into adulthood.

By the time he was a teenager, John 
Elder Robison’s odd habits -  such as 
a tendency to obsessively dismantle 
radios and dig five-foot holes (and 
stick his little brother in them) -  had 
earned him the label ‘social deviant’.

No guidance came from his moth
er, who conversed with light fixtures, 
or his father, who spent the evenings 
drinking. Small wonder Robison 
gravitated to machines, which could, 
at least, be counted on.

It was not until he was 40 that a 
therapist told Robison he had the form 
o f autism called Asperger’s Syndrome, 
transforming the way Robison saw 
himself and the world.

Look Me in the Eye is Robison’s 
moving and funny story o f growing up 
with Asperger’s Syndrome at a time 
when the diagnosis didn’t even exist.

-  SGT Damian Griffin

Remarkable read: The diary of a 
north Vietnamese doctor.
wounded, and o f  her adm iration for 
the bedridden patients as they struggle 
to flee to safety.

H er sorrow at having friends killed 
and captured is palpable, and reading 
o f  her hopes to survive the war and 
o f  a be tter future is at tim es heart
breaking as you know that she’ll be 
shot dead on June 20, 1970, as she 
stays behind to look after the wound
ed w h ile  her colleagues flee a US 
advance.

The diary survived because o f  the 
pow er o f  her w riting. A fter it was 
deemed to be o f no military value, it 
was supposed to have been destroyed. 
But when Frederick Whitehurst, a US

D A N G  T H U Y  T R A M

LAST N IG H T M 
1 DREAMED

PEACE

The Remarkable 
Diary o f  a Young 
Woman During 
the Vietnam War

REV UP

BEAUT: The SS 
commodore wins 

on speed, but bows to 
the SV6 on affordability.

Sparring sporties
THE comparison between Holden’s 
SV6 and the thumping 6-litre V8 SS 
was indeed an interesting one.

B oth shared the sam e body and 
both test cars transmitted their power 
through six-speed manuals. The SV6 
pumped out 195kW through its 3.6-litre 
six, against the gut-wrenching torque 
provided by the 270kW in the SSV8.

So w hich one provides the good
ies? V8 fans will settle for nothing less 
than the SS, and I must admit to enjoy
ing the tremendous acceleration pro

vided by Holden’s Gen 4 engine. This 
is w ithout doubt one o f the best-value 
perform ance cars I have driven. B ut 
the V8 really liked a drink and it was 
frustrating  trying to keep w ithin the 
speed limit.

On the other hand, I found the SV6 
a very sw eet car to drive, especially 
around the city. The gearbox is lighter 
and the power characteristics o f  the V6 
makes driving within the speed limits a 
far less frustrating exercise.

-  Ken Llewelyn

QUICK SPIN
Commodore SS 6 litre V8 manual/ 
SV6 3.6-litre manual 
Price: SS $44,990/SV6 $39,990 
Power: SS 297kW/SV6 195kW 
0/100kmh: SS 5.7 secs/SV6 7.4 secs 
Economy city/open road: SS 
14.5 litres/100 kms SV6 11.00 
litres/1 OOkms
Safety: Both cars -  front, side air 
bags, ABS brakes/ electronic stabil
ity control
Carbon emissions: SS 339gms/km,
SV6 260gms/km
Score rating: SS 4-k, SV6 3.5’&

FLEETNETWORK FOR VEHICLE SALA

Why wait when 
you can join 

RSL now?
Did you know the RSL provides vital advocacy services and support for all 
current and ex-serving ADF personnel, no matter how young or old you are?

The RSL strongly supports service men and women from all conflicts, 
campaigns and peacekeeping missions, including those who have served 
part-time or may not have been deployed operationally during their service.

We can assist you in accessing military benefits and entitlements at any stage 
of your service, free of charge.

200,000 members nationwide can’t be wrong -  join the RSL and receive the 
camaraderie, mateship and support you want and deserve. We are here to listen 
when you need it most.

So why wait? Join us.
For more information

Call 134 RSL
www.rslqld.org 134 775 - flBlilrc ft

•Vi _______  '_________________'-HBffe________ _; - ;

http://www.rslqld.org
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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Case Study 1

The property gam e
Like Monopoly you need to  be on the 
board to  be in the game o f wealth 
creation. This is how Sarah used 
negative gearing to sustan tia lly  reduce 
her mortgage repayments. Sarah 
invested in a well located 4 bedroom 
house worth $400,000 and receives 
$400pw rent.

Using the  benefits of negative gearing 
Sarah enjoys increasing equ ity in 
he r hom e while reducing her weekly 
repaym ents to only $115.

Per annum Income Allowable
Deductions

Rent at $400pw A  $20,800

Interest paid on loan ■ is a s , 000

Rates - council & water $1,700

Insurance $600

Property Manager's Fees S2,000

Depreciation Allowances $7,500

Borrowing Costs $500

Trip to inspect the property wrnwm $500

Claim able Expenses B $40,800

Tax deductible amount B - A  $20,000

| Tax Refund $20,000 @ 30%  $6,000

S p e c tru m 's  w e a lth  c re a tio n  
s tra te g ie s  in c lu d e :
• Shares & Managed Funds
• Property Investm ents
• Tax Planning
• Loan Structures
• Superannuation
• Defence Home Ownership

14906

TOP STRETCH: It’s important to have a warming up and cooling down routine as part 
of your physical training. Photo: LSPH Yuri Ramsey

L im b er up
Your warm up and cool down routine is an important part of your 
physical training, as Lt Rob Orr explains.

I s the first 5 to ten minutes of 
aerobic exercise uncomfort

able or even painful?
Do you still sw eat after you 

have had your post training show
er?

If  you answered yes to any of 
the above questions the problem 
may lie in your warm up or cool 
down routine ... or lack o f one. 
Warming up and cooling down: 

First we will look at the why 
and then the how o f warming up 
and cooling down.
Why warm up?
► To progressively increase the 

flow  o f  oxygen and nutrient 
rich blood around the body to 
the working muscles and redi
rect this blood away from non 
essential areas eg. Intestines.

► To increase range o f movement 
in muscles and limbs in order 
to prevent injury.

► To increase secretion o f  syno
vial fluid into the joint capsules 
in order to prevent w ear and 
tear o f  the joints.

► To prepare our mind and body 
for more complex coordinated 
actions.
Basically we warm up to pre

pare the body and mind for the 
activities to come.

A point to remember: It takes

at least five to 10 minutes o f  con
tinuous activity for your aerobic 
system to reach an efficient state. 
Why cool down?
► As your heart is still pumping 

blood rapidly around the body 
and muscular contractions are 
needed to return this blood, 
via the veins to the heart, ceas
ing  you r tra in in g  sudden ly  
will cause blood to pool in the 
lower part o f your body. You 
can become light headed and 
faint. (This is the case when 
som eone fain ts on a parade 
ground.).

► To re-establish range o f motion 
in m uscles and prevent m us
cular im balances. (Have you 
seen the weight trainers with 
hunched shoulders? This is due 
to the chest muscles continual
ly being trained and contracted 
and not efficiently stretched.) 
N ow  tha t we have a b e tte r

understanding of the why lets look 
at the all important how.
How to warm up

Warm ups are broken into two 
predominant phases :

General and specific.
The general warm up should 

consist o f continuous full range 
m o v em en ts . T hese  e x e rc ise s  
should have low skeletal impact

and should be perform ed under 
strict control. Eg. Walk/slow jog 
with movements like bicep curls 
or chest press.

The specific warm up contains 
skills that w ill be applicable to 
the main activity eg. Light weight 
repetitions o f the circuit you are 
to begin or passing a ball around 
before a football match. An easy 
transition from one phase to the 
next can be made by stretching.

On average the general warm 
up should last seven to 10 m in
utes with the specific warm up of 
around a five minute duration.

An indication o f  being ready 
for exercise is light perspiration 
(dependent on w eather) and a 
heart rate between 110 and 130 
bpm.
How to cool down
► The most important thing is not 

to stop suddenly but rather to 
taper down your intensity and 
gradually lower your heart rate.

► Your cool down should last at 
least five minutes and contain 
stretches for the muscle groups 
used during the session.
An indication  o f  being  suf

ficiently cooled down is a heart 
rate below 90 - 100 bpm with a 
relaxed breathing rate and cessa
tion o f perspiration.

SPECTRUM

IN CR EASED  KNOW LEDGE + TIM E FRAME W ITH A PLAN + D ISCIPLIN ED  APPR O ACH  = SU CCESS

Get financially fit. For life.

Imagine having enough assets to create 
income for life... that's financial fitness. 
Spectrum have supplied specialised financial 
and investment services to the Defence 
Forces since 1982. For a FREE financial 

fitness assessm ent call 1300 784 246 

or visit www .spect.com .au

http://www.spect.com.au
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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SAS 
Selection 
Course

28 July 2008

Contact: Selection Wing SFTC
Phone 02 65703190 or email: sftc.selection@defence.gov.au 

d e fw e b :  http://intranet.defence.gov.au/armyweb/Sites/SFTC/

mailto:sftc.selection@defence.gov.au
http://intranet.defence.gov.au/armyweb/Sites/SFTC/
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Reduce Your Tax $$$'s 
AND GET A NEW CAR!

/  Special offer to Defence Force Personnel 
/  Flexible Lease Terms to suit your income 
/  NO complicated contracts 

Choice range of new vehicle makes & models 
/  Used cars, refinances, sale and lease backs and 

private purchases are also available.

IT COSTS NOTHING TO FIND OUT MORE, 
so give us a call... today!

FRE EC ALL* 1800 SALARY mo 725 279)

SalariM
EMAIL:
enquiries@salarypack.com.au
A Division of Darryl Adams Financial Services

Warriors set 
for new world

te W ff8
T h e  i n c o m e

Defence Force 
Specialists

■ Tax returns over the phone
■ Tax return into your account 

in 7-14 days
■ Returns completed by 

registered Tax Agent
■ Over 30 years experience

Call 1300 76 35 75
w w w .p h a tre tu rn s .c o m .a u

It w ill be  a b rave new  w o rld  fo r the 
Australian Services Rugby Union Warriors as 
they embark on their inaugural tour o f  South 
America from October 30 to November 23.

The 24-day tour will take in Argentina and 
Chile with the 34-man party including 27 play
ers and seven officials.

Thirty one players from the three Services 
are in the running to make the final cut o f  
27, with Army dominating the squad w ith 18 
tour aspirants after winning the recent ASRU 
Championship from Navy and Air Force, which 
have seven and six inclusions respectively. The 
team will be coached by CAPT Angus Baker 
(Army).

ASRU developm ent officer G raham  King 
said that when conducting initial planning for 
an international tour this year and updating the 
five-year development plan, the developm ent 
and coaching panel investigated three options - 
South Africa, England and South America.

Navy had toured South Africa in September 
2006 and the ASRU decided that a tour by the 
ASRU men this year might not p rovide the 
growth path for Services rugby. Rather, South 
Africa might be considered as an option for the 
2010 international tour.

The W orld Cup now being con tested  in 
Britain and France and financial considerations 
were seen as hurdles to a possible England/ 
Europe tour.

South America was chosen for several rea
sons, including the relative strengths o f  rugby in 
Chile and Argentina, finances and the fact that 
there had been no previous tours there by any 
Defence sport.

Fittingly the tour will begin in the Chilean 
capital o f Santiago on November 1 against the 
national team.

The W arriors then  travel to M endoza in 
Argentina to take on the M endoza provincial 
team on November 7.

The Rosario provincial team will provide the 
opposition on November 11 in Rosario before 
travelling to Salta to play the provincial team 
from Del Sur on November 16.

The final m atch on November 21 pits the 
Warriors against the Buenos Aires development 
team in Buenos Aires.

Tour o ffic ia ls  are: Tour O IC, COL Jim  
B ancroft; head coach, CAPT Angus Baker; 
assistant coach, W 0 2  M ark Goodwin; m an
ager, MAJ Rob Shearman; doctor, CAPT Kevin 
Pow er, tra in in g /co n d itio n in g , W 0 2  Shane 
Niddrie.

Players vying for selection are: SPR Shaun 
R ichardson , PTE A dam  N ixon , PTE Sean 
Jenkins, MAJ Peter Conroy, SGT Shaun Jolley, 
SGT Adam Monson, CAPT Sean Kearns, PTE 
Jacob Byrt, LCPL Daniel George, CPL Ricky 
Dumigan, CPL Ben Jones, LT Trent Beilken, 
CPL Zane M itchell, PTE Kieran Dan, LCPL 
Chey Byrd, PTE Sean Preston, CPL Bronson 
M itchell, SGT Gavin W hiteside (Army), AB 
Max G unn, M IDN  P ete r W aring, AB D an 
R obertson , LS M att H ilyard , LEUT D ean 
Brown, AB Dave Harris, LS Damien Tanaka, 
SMN Ise Nasalo (Navy), FLGOFF Will Scott, 
FSGT Jason Ryan, CPL Mike McCabe, LAC 
Adam King, FLTLT Leigh Foster, CPL James 
Hood (Air Force).

Kayakers’ Tasman expedition
Tasmania is set to host the annual Army Expressions o f interest in participating are

white water association’s sea kayak expedition sought from all ADF personnel, Reserves, APS
from January 3-13. and Defence civilians. All participants must be

K ayakers w ill padd le  from  T riab u n n a  members o f  AWWA before taking part. Contact
to M aria Island, past Eaglehawk neck, round jack.thnrgar@ defence.gov.au or 0423 254 361
Tasman Island and into Port Arthur. for more information.

REWARDS: ABMT Blackwood is locked in the yolk after being named man of the match in the 
rugby game between the HMAS Perth Swans and the Casuarina Stray Cats.

Cats pounce on Swans
By LCDR R. W. McGrath

HMAS Perth Swans rugby union team recently 
took to the field for the first time in the new frig
ate’s history.

Despite having relatively inexperienced play
ers and only a few hours training on the flight 
deck, the team was quietly confident that they 
could start the ship’s record with an upset win.

Their opponents, the Darwin based Casuarina 
Stray Cats, with years o f playing experience and 
some well drilled plays, were determined not to 
let that happen.

The clash, which took place in Darwin, could 
best be described as old versus young. The Cats 
sporting grey hair (in some cases no hair) had the 
skills, preset plays and moves to counter their fit
ter, relatively inexperienced, younger opponents.

In what seemed like an eternity in the Darwin 
heat, three 20 minutes sessions were played. The 
first session saw the Cats dash P erth’s hopes o f 
a whitewash victory scoring the opening try near 
the posts in the first five minutes.

However, striking back, Perth quickly tapped 
10m from the line and ran in the second try for the 
game. Feeling the heat, both teams then headed to 
the sidelines with the scores tied.

A hard fought second session saw the Cats

run in their second try for the game. Despite des
peration, team work and some hard running from 
Perth, the Cats second try went unanswered.

In the final gripping third session, Perth threw 
all they had at the Cats, however they were unable 
to cross the line.

While the two teams battled on the field there 
was also another battle raging off the field. The 
“Perth -  etics” Supporters Club in full voice cer
tainly set the tone and put the challenge out to the 
Cats supporters.

When the final whistle blew, both teams left 
the field exhausted and grateful for a BBQ organ
ised by the Cats supporters.

ABM T Blackw ood was nam ed m an o f  the 
match and, in Cats tradition, was swiftly locked 
into a yolk as an unusual reward.

In their first outing the Perth Swans couldn’t 
manage a win but are now even more determined 
to return to the legacy o f  sporting prowess estab
lished by the destroyer Perth II.

With this game under their belt the team grew 
in confidence and felt better prepared for future 
challenges.

Any ships looking to join in this great tradi
tion can contact Bruce at the Stray Cats via e-mail 
rugbyshop@bigpond. com.

Golfing for Legacy
Army’s SGT Nick Jago won the 2007 ADF regional 

golf championship on countback at Gold Creek country 
club on September 14.

The Legacy gold day featured 48 starters with handi
caps ranging from 1-27 for the A and B-grade players. 
The A-grade winner was Army’s Malina Rumble on 38 
points.

The course was in great condition and was there to be 
conquered but with showers and strong winds forecast 
for the afternoon -  not ideal for playing go lf -  it seemed 
that the elements would conquer the players. It didn’t 
prevent a few players posting some great scores.

A ustralian D efence Force G o lf A ssociation vice- 
presiden t BRIG  Simon G ould -  w ho played in the 
championship -  presented the awards. The event raised 
about $1200 for Legacy which will be presented later in 
the year.

Results: ADF Regional Champion, ACT 2007, Nick Jago, 38pts 
(ocb); A- grade, winner, Malina Rumble, 38pts; John Dale, 35pts (ocb), 
2; Brett Postans (Army), 35pts, 3; B-grade, winner, Roger Lye 37pts 
(ocb), 1; runner -up , Dario Signiorini, 37pts, 2; Ben Hall, 36pts, 3; 
Callaway, winner, Peter Gilbert (Air Force), 72; runner -  up, Brian 
Cather 74 (ocb); M. Voormeulen (Army), 74 (ocb); NTP, 5th hole, N. 
Baker; 7th hole, R. Lye; 12th hole, M. Wilkins (Air Force); 15th hole, 
M. Robertson (Navy); longest drive, 10th hole, A grade, D. Whitehead 
(Navy); B grade, C. Stallard (Air Force); Callaway, M. Voormeulen.

Medals, Badges and Militaria from all periods. 
From pre 1900 up to and including the military’s 

current missions. Turn those collectables into cash. 
Contact me for a quote, call Brad 0412524668 

milcollectables@optusnet.com.au

mailto:enquiries@salarypack.com.au
http://www.phatreturns.com.au
mailto:jack.thnrgar@defence.gov.au
mailto:milcollectables@optusnet.com.au
http://www
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Battle of the bowlers
_______ 27

Riding to 
Kosciuszko

S ix  A PS c o m p e t i to r s  m ad e  
the D efence national team  after the 
Australian Services Bowls Association 
welcomed APS participants for the first 
time to its national championships at 
Swifts Sports Club, Booval, Ipswich, 
from September 1 0 -1 4 .

The ASBA team  se lected  at the 
titles included six Navy players, with 
eight from Army, six from the APS 
and four Air Force members.

The team  p layed  a Q ueensland  
Super Challenge selection during the 
tournament and while eventually over
run, it was highly competitive.

W 02 Ian Groves was named player 
o f the series and CPL W ayne Jones 
made a great start to his service bowls 
career when named best novice player.

V ictoria ended N S W ’s four-year 
reign in the interstate round robin to 
take home the Tug Wilson Trophy with 
76 ADO personnel competing.

In matches o f  84 ends (four rinks x 
21 ends each), there were major upsets 
and rapid changes to possible finish
ing positions. Victoria pipped Qld by a 
single shot, 81-80, after being behind 
by 23 shots with 14 ends left.

Five sides o f  16 (fou r team s o f  
four) took part. A com bined  ADF 
Barbarians side took part in fighting 
for the honours w ith Q ld and NSW  
fielding strong squads while ACT and 
Victoria received several fill-ins.

Queensland beat NSW  by 10, ACT 
lifted to beat NSW  by 2; NSW  rolled

FIGHTING 
FOR NAVY:

Jimmy 
Fitzgerald in 

action dur
ing the bowls 

national cham
pionships held 

in Ipswich. 
The ASBA 

team selected 
at the titles 

included six 
Navy players.

Victoria by 17 and Queensland held on 
to beat the Barbarians by a shot.

The inclusion o f  APS meant that 
four teams o f  16 were competing for 
the first tim e as Army successfully  
extended its winning streak in claiming 
the interservice Ian Johnson Trophy for 
the sixth successive year.

An indication o f  the closeness o f 
the com petition was the fact that no 
rink from any Service won all three of 
their games. Ian Groves (Army) and

Gary Ayre (RAAF) had 2Vi rink wins, 
w ith  M urray P iggott (N avy), Peter 
O ’Gorman and Mick Carley (Army), 
Gary Kern (APS), and Damien Kroek 
(RAAF) having two rink wins each.

A rm y w on with 20.5 points + 37 
shots from A ir Force with 9.5 points 
and -27, w ith Navy ( 9 points + 12) 
third and APS (9 points -22) fourth.

The first life members o f the ASBA 
were elected during the Ipswich event 
to recognise their dedicated and self

less service. They w ere WO Shakey 
Lake (Navy), WO Dave Adams (Navy)
-  represented  by his son PO Steve 
Adams, W O l M ick Carley (Arm y), 
WOFF Roy Eggmolesse (RAAF) and 
MAJ Peter O ’Gorman (Army).

The ASBA side next represents 
D efence at the G old  C oast W inter 
Carnival in July. Further information 
can be found on the ASBA website: 
http://intranet.defence.gov.au/raafweb/ 
sites/ADFBOWLS/

M o u n t K osc iu szko  m arks the 
apex o f their riding ambitions but it 
seems that fund-raising goals know 
no bounds for participants in the Air 
Force-initiated Hartley Lifecare Cycle 
Challenge.

It takes place each year to coin
cide with the International Week of the 
Disabled, this year from November 30 
to December 2.

Two D efence team s and support 
crew from the ADF Cycle Club will 
enter this year’s event and expect to 
raise more than $12,000.

Also taking part in the leg from 
Jindabyne to Canberra will be CDF 
ACM Angus Houston.

After being established in 1999 by 
two RAAF and one RAF exchange 
personnel, the ride has continued to 
grow year after year.

In 1999, a team o f  six Air Force 
personnel completed an inaugural tan
dem ride from Sydney Opera House 
to Parliament House Canberra which 
raised $ 1200 for the then ACT Society 
fo r the P h y sica lly  and M entally  
Handicap (now Hartley Lifecare).

T he cy c le  cha llen g e  changed  
in 2000 to encom pass a ride from 
C anberra to M ount Kosciuszko and 
has stuck to that route to this day.

Six teams o f 36 riders took part in 
the first Canberra-Kosciuszko event 
and raised about $20,000.

Now  the b iggest fund-raiser for 
Hartley Lifecare, it has raised more 
than $1.3m since its inception.
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SECRET MISSIONS OF WWII
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OUT NOW
U B I B D F T

CSU CONNECTS HOU TO
yOUR FUTURE

1800 334 733
www.csu.edu.au

FEW

Navy wins four on the trot
By Barry Rollings

[CHARLES STURT
U N I V E R S I T Y

A lack o f  big-nam e players proved 
no hurdle to N avy taking the W estern 
A u s t r a l i a n  i n t e r - S e r v i c e  G o l f  
Championship for the fourth successive 
year.

The successful defence o f  the title was 
achieved in the face o f concerted efforts 
by Army and Air Force.

“This is the fourth year in succession 
that Navy has won the title and, given the 
lack o f big names, it highlights the depth 
o f talent in WA Navy golf,” team captain 
PO Warrick Preston said.

Best gross score for the day was a fine 
81 by FSGT Col Moss. PO Dave Kurts 
won the net event with a remarkable 62 
(gross 84).

The team  com petition w as a stroke 
event, with the winning team determined 
by an aggregate o f their top five gross 
scores. Navy was successful with 447 to 
Army’s 481 and Air Force’s 491.

“A great sense o f esprit de corps was

SHARK: PO
Dave Kurts 
was on form 
in the golf 
champion
ships held in 
WA.

prevalent throughout and, w hile some 
pride m ay have been dented, everyone 
presen t tho rough ly  enjoyed both the 
course and com petition ,” PO Preston 
said.

Are you looking for a career change? W anting  
to upgrade your sk ills?  Keen to  study but not 
sure w hat to  expect?  If you answ ered ‘ye s ’ to 
these questions, then CSU Connect is for you.

CSU Connect is a free bridging program providing 
an alternative entry pathway to university study. 
Areas of study targeted include Business, 
Information Technology, Wine Science and Food 
and Nutrition. By completing the program you will 
be equipped with the skills required to approach 
studies with confidence, giving you a better 
chance of success. The program is offered by 
distance education offering flexible delivery that 
allows you to choose how and where you study.

For more information on the free CSU Connect 
program, please phone 1800 334 733 or visit the 
website at w w w .csu .edu.au /s tudent/csuconnect

http://intranet.defence.gov.au/raafweb/
http://www.csu.edu.au
http://www.csu.edu.au/student/csuconnect
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/
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OAR POWER: Navy 
dragon boat racers, 
from left, LCDR Peter 
Teichmann, WOMT 
Peter Stephens and 
Cameron Martin.

Members o f the Sydney Navy drag
on boat team added a new meaning to 
“people power” by proving themselves 
in elite company at the 8th IDBF World 
Dragon Boat Racing Championships at 
the Sydney International Rowing Centre 
at Penrith from September 19 to 23.

More fam iliar with the more con
ventionally powered craft o f the Senior 
S erv ice , L C D R  P eter T eichm ann 
(A A S G ), W O M T P e te r S tephens 
(H M A S K u tta b u l)  a n d  C am ero n  
M artin (N avy Video) are not afraid 
to expend a little energy by dipping 
the occasional paddle in the water in 
dragon boat races.

The trio was selected via local, sate 
and national representative races and 
trials to compete for Australia.

LCDR Teichmann and WO Stephens 
paddled in the Masters division (over 
40s) while Cameron Martin competed in 
the Grand Dragons (over 50s).

It was the first time the world cham
pionships have been held in Australia, 
a p riv ilege  norm ally  rese rv ed  for 
European nations.

Eighteen nations competed includ
ing Canada, the United States, Russia, 
China, Germany and Britain.

C o m p e titio n  w as fie rc e  w ith

Australia holding its own against the 
stronger European and Asian nations.

More than 400 Australian athletes 
in the mixed, open m en’s and women’s 
categories contested races over 200m, 
500m, 1000m and 2000m.

The Canadian team dominated in 
most races and was the country to beat, 
w ith the A ussies consistently  being 
narrowly beaten at the finish line.

“As if it wasn’t bad enough chasing 
them all week, we had to stand through 
rep ea ts  o f  the C anad ian  na tiona l 
anthem,” a weary WO Stephens said. 
Fierce competitors on the water, the

“Canucks” befriended many o f  their 
Aussie rivals once racing was over.

For Australia it was the most suc
cessful world championships yet con
tested. In  the previous seven titles, 
Australia had won two bronze medals. 
A ustralia’s tally at these titles was a 
credible 23 medals -  two gold, eight 
silver and 13 bronze.

This success was attributed mainly 
to the determination and preparation 
by w ay o f  boat, w eight and cardio 
training throughout autumn and long, 
cold and wet winter nights.

The three Navy paddlers accumu
lated seven silver and five bronze med

als between them and intend competing 
for national selection for the 9th world 
championships in Poland in 2009.

Dragon boating, a recognised Navy 
sport with teams training in Sydney, 
Canberra and HMAS Cerberus is a non
gender specific, non-contact, team-ori
ented sport that is fast growing nation
ally. Dragon boating is said to be the 
fastest growing water sport in the world.

Anyone in terested  in  com peting 
in this sport, which offers opportuni
ties to compete locally, nationally and 
internationally should contact WOMT 
Peter Stephens on 02 9349 9101 or 
peter.stephens4@defence.gov.au.

Quality leather bound, 

A ustralian made medal 

boxes, available in 

various sizes.

FROM ONLY

mailto:peter.stephens4@defence.gov.au
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Docs flock 
to Navy 
boosting 
numbers

Deputy Chief of Navy RADM Russell Crane and cadets from the Training 
Ship Canberra at the annual commemoration service at the National Naval 

Memorial.The service marked the anniversary of the formation of the Royal 
Australian Navy and the arrival of the Australian Squadron in Sydney on the

October 4,1913. Photo: ABPH Jo Dilorenzo

j
jI : 
j

Bridging 
the gap for 
cadet staff

Joe’s a 
jack of all 
trades



DG’s Heads Up -  CDRE Ranford Elsey

Cultural exchanges
Defence Force Reserves and Industry

In the last edition I wrote about the 
PARLSEC’s (Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister for Defence. Peter Lindsay ) 
address to industry leaders at a breakfast 
during the Defence and Industry confer
ence in Adelaide. The following day I and 
a dozen other graduates o f  the Defence 
and Industry Study Course 2006 had the 
privilege o f  m eeting with senior repre
sentatives o f a number of defence-related 
industries in the Adelaide area.

I took  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to speak  
w ith them  about the benefits o f hiring 
R eservists as part o f  their w orkforce. 
W hile acknowledging that their employ
ees will take military leave from time to 
time, the benefits far outweigh the disad
vantages.

Reservists are characterised in the main 
as team players, leaders, diligent workers, 
well trained and skilled. In addition, the 
Employer Support Payment (ESP) scheme 
provides employers with a cash payment 
to assist in defraying costs associated with 
the Reservists absence from the civilian 
employer (conditions apply).
Defence Force Recruiting has a new- 
look office in Parramatta

The newly refurbished recruiting cen
tre at Parramatta can owe its development 
to the fact that Defence has recognised the 
need to become more effective in market
ing the 213 job categories available in the 
Navy, Army and Air Force.

In a highly competitive employment 
market with A ustralia’s economy boom
ing, particularly in the resources sector, 
and a record low unemployment rate; the 
labour m arket is more competitive than 
it has been for decades. As one element

in meeting this challenge Defence Force 
Recruiting (DFR) has undergone funda
mental corporate remodelling in 2007 -  
and the other 15 centres around the coun
try  w ill replicate this enhanced m odel 
aimed at achieving a sustainable recruit
ing capability for the ADF. Reports from 
applicants under the new system show a 
positive upward trend.

According to DFR, the ‘new’ model is 
based on some key principles:
■  A candidate-focussed process;
■  Clear lines o f accountability for the 

performance of allocated functions, 
linked with measurable key perform
ance indicators;

■  Uniformed personnel directly involved 
with promotions, advice and selection 
roles;

■  Better economies o f scale; and
■  Flexible and reliable information tech

nology systems.
For further inform ation about Navy 

jobs visit w ww .defencejobs.gov.au, the 
Naval Reserve website at www.navy.gov. 
au/reserves, or call 13 19 01.
James Cook University to support stu
dent Reservists

On September 25, the Parliam entary 
Secretary to the M inister for D efence, 
M r P e te r  L in d say , a n n o u n ced  th a t 
Q ueensland ’s Jam es Cook U niversity  
(JCU) became the state’s first university to 
formally adopt Student Reservist Support 
Guidelines. Similar guidelines and poli
cies are being promoted to other universi
ties and TAFE Colleges across Australia 
through an initiative o f Defence Reserve 
Policy Division.

With a precedent now established, the

prospect o f many more tertiary institutions 
adopting the guidelines seems assured. 
New Zealand visit

CMDR G ary Brown (DRES-N) and 
I recently returned from a short visit to 
NZ D efence H eadquarters, W ellington, 
and Naval Support Command in HMNZS 
Philomel, Auckland.

W hile a considerab ly  sm aller navy 
than the RAN, the RNZN is in the process 
o f commissioning seven new ships under 
Project Protector. With this surge in capac
ity comes a heavy demand for trained per
sonnel. This is where the RNZN is plan
ning to more fully utilise their Reserves. 
Apart from service in what we know as 
continuous full tim e service (CFTS) in 
the fleet, the RNZN plans to train Naval 
Reservists to supplement crews in the four 
in-shore patrol vessels (IPV).

It was a great honour and privilege 
for me personally to be invited to the Te 
Taua Moana Marae for a traditional Maori 
welcome. Foreign VIPs are often invited 
to the welcoming ceremony. The RNZN 
Marae provides all N avy m em bers on 
enlistment and at key rank levels with the 
opportunity to come to a greater under
standing and appreciation o f the M aori 
culture.
New RES-N branch staff member

Ms Louise Mortimer joined the RES- 
N Branch office on October 8 and fills a 
position vacant for nine months. Louise 
brings corporate administration and train
ing experience as she fulfils the part time 
role o f executive assistant to DGRES-N 
and provides some administrative services 
to the office o f DGRES-N.

MAORI CHALLENGE: Maori warrior Gary Parata offers a chal
lenge to the Australian visitors. Photo: LAC Louisa Grant

RIGHT: DGRES-N, 
CDRE Ranford Elsey

Bushfires, seamanship and
gunnery: all in a day’s work for Joe

ALLROUNDER: HMAS Cerberus Reservist 
CPOB Michael “Joe” Blake

For form er Perm anent N avy m em ber 
CPOB M ichael “Joe” B lake, working as a 
civilian contract em ployee at HM AS Cerberus 
and a Reservist is the perfect existence.

He combines the experience o f knowledge 
gained through serving in nine different ships 
since joining the Service in 1975 w ith more 
recent knowledge of small arms practice and his 
interest in working as a volunteer in Victoria’s 
Country Fire Authority.

A fter com pletion o f  gunnery training at 
Cerberus in November 1977, SMNFC Blake 
joined HMAS Derwent three days after his 17th 
birthday and deployed on his first trip up top 
for six months in 1978.

Before departing the PN, he notched up 
seagoing experience in eight more RAN vessels 
including m ajor fleet units, patrol boats and

supply ships: HMA Ships Advance, Whyalla, 
Supply, Assail, Success, Hobart, and Newcastle 
and twice in Brisbane.

“My favourite sea posting was the four and 
a ha lf years I spent on Brisbane the first time 
around,” he said. “During that time we did a 
south-east Asian deployment, RIMPAC 1990, a 
couple o f SW Pacific deployments culminating 
in the deployment to The G ulf during Desert 
Storm.

“O f the shore postings I had while in the 
PNF, the two years I spend instructing at the 
rifle range was easily the most enjoyable. Much 
to my surprise, I found that it was something 
that I liked doing.”

Since leaving the PNF, Joe (as he prefers to 
be called) is employed as a civilian employee 
o f  Firearm s Training Systems, operating the

Weapons Training Simulation System (WTSS) 
at Cerberus.

“After leaving the PNF, I joined the Country 
Fire A uthority  as a volunteer and learnt the 
skills o f bushfire fighting,” he said. “I am cur
rently the 4th Lieutenant at Bittern CFA.

Joe has turned out to a variety o f  serious 
bushfires -  the Christmas 2000-01 Sydney fires 
and the north-east and Gippsland fires in 2003,
2005 and 2006.

W hile he did 20 Reserve days assisting in 
C erberus’s Seamanship School last year, he’s 
looking forw ard to more work more closely 
related to his weapons training work. He’s been 
invited by the Combat Arms Training Centre at 
Puckapunyal to join a marksmanship training 
group which will carry out touring for training 
purposes next year.

HMASCERBERUS

Weapons Training  
Simulation System  

( W T S S )

RAN Reserve News
Is produced by the Directorate of Defence 
Newspapers on behalf of the Director General 
Reserves -  Navy
Director Naval Reserve Support -  National:
CAPT Richard Phillips
Editor: LCDR Antony Underwood

All editorial material including letters to the 
editor, suggested stories for publication and 
images should be emailed to: navyreservenews 
@ defencenews.gov.au
or posted to: The Editor. Navy Reserve News, 
R8-LG-035. Russell Offices.
CANBERRA ACT 2600

L a yo u t:
The Green Giraffe Desktop Publishing 
Ph/Fax: (08) 6468 4487 
Mobile: 0433 951 330 
E-mail: th e g re e n g ira ffe @ iin e t.n e t.a u

Keep up with 
RANR changes 
—  check the 
members’ 
area:
www.navy.gov.au/
reserves

http://www.defencejobs.gov.au
http://www.navy.gov
mailto:thegreengiraffe@iinet.net.au
http://www.navy.gov.au/


What the doc ordered
Medical recuiting program already bearing fruit

Stretching executive limits
Dr Robert Long, a specialist in hypderbarric medicine, with CAPT John 
Sparrow , Director Navy Health Reserves/Queensland and Dr Robert 
Labrom, an orthopaedic surgeon. CAPT Sparrow had just welcomed them to 
the RAN in a brief ceremony at Defence Force Recruiting’s Brisbane office. 
Pic by Graham Davis

By Graham Davis
The new program  to recruit 

civilian doctors into the Naval 
Reserve is already bearing fruit.

Last week four specialists linked 
to the prestigious Wesley Hospital 
in Brisbane were scheduled to be 
inducted into the RAN.

T heir jo in in g  w ill boost the 
RAN’s skills base dramatically.

The four are an aesthe tis t Dr 
Cameron Hastie, orthopaedic sur
geon , underwater medicine special
ist Dr Robert Long and orthopaedic 
surgeons Drs Robert Labrom and 
Mark Richardson.

The four men are well accredit
ed in Queensland and have consult
ing rooms attached to The Wesley 
Hospital.

They w ere inducted  into the 
RAN in ceremonies on October 11 
and 12 and left almost immediately 
for two weeks o f officer training at 
HMAS Creswell.

They enter the N aval Reserve 
w ith the rank o f  lieutenant com 
mander and title medical officer.

E arlier th is year the Surgeon 
General of the ADF and most sen
ior active R eservist in  the RAN, 
RADM Graeme Shirtley, with the 
support o f Reserve Policy Division 
and D efence  Force R ecru itin g  
em barked on a series o f  b reak

fasts around A ustra lia  to w hich 
civilian doctors, nurses and other 
m edical professionals were invit
ed. (C entrespread  Reserve News 
September 20, 2007).

So far the breakfasts have been 
held in Brisbane and Adelaide.

The b reak fast m eetings have 
been well received to date.

Their aim is to give the medi
cal people an insight into what it 
would be like serving as Reservists 
in the ADF.

A ccord ing  to  D FR /B risbane 
spokesw om an H elen N olan, the 
word about jo in in g  the RAN as 
a m edical R eservist was “ spread 
around” and resu lted  in the four 
recent recruits.

And their job  description?: “To 
be an effective force for the Navy 
needs all its personnel to be fit and 
healthy.

“Medical officers are responsi
ble for the general health o f all per
sonnel and may become involved 
in specialised areas such as emer
gency management, severe trauma, 
underwater m edicine and aviation 
medicine.”

N avy doctors serve in various 
locations and deal w ith  a wide 
range o f  cases.

The RAN o ffe rs  up -to-date , 
fully-equipped m edical facilities 
ashore and afloat including the two

primary casualty reception facilities 
on board HMA Ships Kanimbla  
and Manoora.

Each o f these ships has an oper
ating theatre and high dependency 
beds.

D octors can  serve w ith the 
u n d e rw a te r m ed ic in e  un its  at 
HMAS S tir l in g  and at HMAS 
Penguin.

Doctors m ay also be deployed 
with peace-keeping forces where 
the focus is prim ary health and 
humanitarian medicine.

And it seems that not only are 
A ustralian  doctors com ing fo r
ward to serve their country, so are 
Canadian medicos.

In an address to 400 people 
attending the A ustralian Defence 
L o g is tic s  C o n fe ren ce  held  in 
Brisbane on October 8/9, head of 
the Canadian Operational Support 
C o m m an d , M A JG E N  D an ie l 
Benjamin, described how Canada 
opera te s  a trau m a  hosp ita l in 
Afghanistan.

He said the high tempo o f oper
ation meant the hospital was hard 
pressed for doctors.

“So we advertised for civilian 
doctors to help out,” he said.

“We received plenty,” he said, 
extending his hands indicating a 
list a metre long ...

By CMDR Steve Dunning
D efence R eserve Support-South 

A ustralia (D RS-SA ) continues to 
engage the SA business com m unity 
w ith  ground-break ing  in itia tives 
such as the innovative h a lf  day mini 
Exercise Executive Stretch (EES) 
held recently w ith the support o f  
key ADF stakeholders.

A ccording to D RS-SA  com m it
tee chairm an, M r P eter Summers': 
“The aim  o f  the h a lf  day w as to 
expose senior business executives o f 
the Australian Institute o f  Company 
D irec to rs (A IC D ) being  em p lo y 
ers, or potential employers o f  ADF 
reserv ists, to increase support for 
Reservists by demonstrating the train
ing and com petencies that em ploy
ees can acquire through their Reserve 
involvement.”

“ We a im ed to  dem o n s tra te  in  
general terms, the organisational and 
human resource m anagem ent skills 
required to conduct activ ities o f  a 
military nature,” he said, “while pro
viding the 17 AICD participants with 
both a physical and mental challenge, 
albeit in a controlled environment.

“Importantly though, the half day 
EES activity was all about teamwork 
and character building for many sen
ior executives who would not normal
ly have the time available to devote to 
a normal EES activity.”

To add to the realism o f  the days 
activities, all participants were kitted 
out in DPCUs and appropriate base
ball caps representative o f the single 
services. Prized among these were the 
Brand Navy caps which were distrib

RHIB RIDE: Adelaide executives get a taste of Navy life out on the waters of Port Adelaide.

uted to eager participants prior to the 
safety brief for the highly anticipat
ed first evolution on Port Adelaide’s 
Inner Harbour.

Testimony to the success o f  the 
day was the feedback from partici
pants, many o f whom had never expe
rienced any exposure to a m ilitary 
environm ent. E lders Executive, Mr 
Chris Stewart, echoed the sentiments 
o f many o f the participants suggesting 
the day was an eye opener on the ben
efits o f Reserve service in the ADF.

“The entire day provided me with 
a w onderfu l in s ig h t in to  a w orld  
which, until Friday, I knew very little 
about,” he said.

“I had little  appreciation o f  the 
critical role that the ADF Reservists 
have in supporting Australia’s defence 
program , and so for me, it was an 
extremely rewarding experience.

“The way in w hich they balance 
such high levels o f personal and pro
fessional comm itment is impressive 
and these tim e m anagem ent skills 
and task orientation are very valuable 
assets to any employer.”

For participants the form al din
ing -in -n igh t capped  o ff  w hat was 
described as “a very enjoyable and 
successful day” .

“The dinner was a particular high
light and I felt very privileged to be 
given the opportunity to attend and 
observe first hand the traditions that 
are so important to the defence force,” 
said M r Stewart.

D RS-SA  L iaison O fficer, MAJ 
Owen Schubert said the half day EES 
was the brainchild  o f  M r Summers

and AICD manager South A ustralia/ 
Northern Territory, M r David Spears.

“ Some o f the companies included 
T elstra, Q ueen E lizabeth  H ospita l, 
B aker Young S tockbrokers, Chubb, 
C handler M acleod and a num ber o f 
others representing the finance, invest
ment and industrial sectors, the mining 
industry and legal fraternity.

“The initial concept for a full day 
EES was developed earlier this year, 
but we felt a one day activity was too

long to expect senior business execu
tives to be absent from their workplace 
for an entire day,” said MAJ Schubert

MAJ Schubert, w ith the support 
o f DRS-SA special p rojects officer 
LCDR Sam Jackman, redeveloped the 
EES concept to a targeted  half-day 
activity culminating in the formal mess 
function.

“We also had additional input from 
the majority o f DRS-SA staff and key 
stakeholders from N HQ -SA  (CMDR

Andrew Jackman), A rm y’s l7  CSSB, 
R A A F ’s 24 SQN and T ransfield  
Services for a formal dining-in-night at 
the Keswick Barracks Officers Mess,” 
said MAJ Schubert.

A long tim e contributor to EES 
activities, CPO Mick Turnbull, kicked 
off Navy’s activites at the Birkenhead 
facility with the support o f NHQ-SA’s 
workboat Investigator and members of 
Dive Team Nine (DT9).



Reserve news

Cadet CPO Stuart James 
ensures everything in the unit 
is polished in preparation fo r 
inspection

TS Hobart cadet LS Kimberley Heath

Story and photos by AB Carolyn 
Docking

The Captain o f  Australian Navy Cadets 
(CA NC) says more cadets should return as 
instructors in the ANC movement.

C M D R John Goss RANR also flagged 
the possib ility  o f  greater involvem ent o f  
A ustralian Navy Cadets in all parts o f  the 
country in military bands in future.

He was speaking during the inspection o f  
TS H obart and TS Derwent cadet units on 
October 7.

The units were vying for the title o f  top 
cadet unit in Australia to be announced in 
mid- November.

There are eight cadet units state-wide and 
NHQ-Tas CO CMDR Mark Burling said it 
was very difficult to decide between the top 
two units.

“We couldn’t separate them and so they 
were jo in t winners o f the best cadet unit in 
the state,” he said.

CM DR Burling presented the top cadet 
unit trophies to CO TS Derwent LEUT Ken

W ilkinson and CO TS H obart LEUT Rob 
Hillhouse.

CMDR Goss was kept busy with a parade 
inspection  fo llow ed  by a concert by TS 
Hobart band members.

The next stop on the program  was an 
inspection o f TS D erw ent’s unit.

B oth units d isp layed  evolutions w hich 
involved a gyn and jackstay transfer followed 
by a sail past. The gyn is a hoisting apparatus 
with three legs.

TS Tamar CO LEUT Ken Wilkinson said 
the cadets had been practicing for weeks for 
the day.

“The kids spend a lot o f  time on getting 
their uniforms ready and cleaning the unit to 
make sure everything looks ship-shape,” he 
said.

“We have about 40 cadets on the books at 
TS Derwent and about 26 o f them are here for 
this weekend.”

LEUT W ilkinson said the cadet parade 
commander turned 20 on October 8 so the 
weekend was his last time as a cadet.

Cadet CPO S tuart Jam es said it w as a

poignant but a rewarding occasion to mark his 
last day as a cadet.

“I ’m currently studying Law/Economics 
at the University o f Tasmania w hich keeps 
me busy but chances are I’ll come down every 
few weekends to lend a hand,” he said.

CMDR Goss said he wanted to see more 
cadets return to take up positions as instruc
tors.

“At the moment, there is a huge age gap 
between cadets and staff,” he said.

“ W e’d like to give the opportunity  for 
cadets to return as staff but we need to look at 
making the transition smooth for them.

“Being on staff at a cadet unit can be a 
better alternative to the varied jobs uni stu
dents hold to get them through their studies 
however there may need to be a better finan
cial gain to entice them.”

TS Hobart instructor CPO Daniel M iller 
started as a cadet in 1993 when the cadet unit 
was commissioned and moved on to become 
an instructor in 1997.

TS H obart is the only dedicated cadet 
band unit in Australia.

CMDR Goss said options are being looked 
at to start other cadet bands nationwide.

“They may be tri-service or involve two of 
the services,” he said. “The TS Hobart band 
has a wonderful reputation.

“WO Ken Lincoln has been employed to 
develop a policy on navy cadet bands so will 
lean heavily on how TS Hobart is run.”

CMDR Goss said the benefits o f being a 
cadet, whether in a band or traditional cadet 
unit is the camaraderie and friendships they 
make.

“They get as much out o f the friendships 
they develop through being together as they 
do ou t o f  general youth developm ent and 
leadership skills,” he said.

“The main thing with the staff and cadets 
is that I get enthused by their attitude and 
commitment to their units.

“Their enthusiasm rubs off on me and it 
has been w onderful seeing the cadet units 
right around Australia.”

Potential cadets need to be aged between 
12 and a half and 19 and band cadets must sit 
an audition.

“Their enthusiasm rubs off on 
me and it has been wonderful.. 
- CMDR John Goss, Captain of 
Australian Navy Cadets.

LEFT: TS Hobart’s Drum Corps and BELOW: Flautist SMN Victoria 
Cameron-Tucker



September’s Mallow fellow

Books, Soaki

Phollow ing the HM S Phoenix  
phiasco in A ugust, where the pic 
subm itted  by PO P eter W ilcox 
stum ped virtually everyone, w e’ve 
had a m uch greater strike rate -  both 
in terms o f  submissions and success
-  w ith Septem ber’s mystery ship.
In fact, it was probably too easy -  it 
seems very hard to strike a balance in 
terms of degree o f difficulty.
John F low ers o f  Peregian Springs 
Q ueensland says: “I w ould have to 
lean towards identifying this vessel 
as HMAS Marguerite, mainly due to 
the absence o f a forward deck gun. ‘A’ 
turret which I presume was removed 
when Marguerite was converted to a 
Reserve Training vessel in the 1920s. 
“It could also be sister ship Geranium. 
The two black bands on the funnels 
may be a critical ID factor but I cannot 
pin that down.
“T he M a rg u erite  and s is te r  ship 
Geranium  were gifted to the RAN by 
the UK Government after WW1 as a 
token o f allegiance to Australia from 
efforts during W W 1.
“Arriving in Australia in June 1919, 
m inesw eeping duties were taken up 
clearing the remnants o f mines laid by 
the raider W olf along the Australian 
coast during WW1.
“A t 1250 tons and ligh tly  arm ed, 
Marguerite was decommissioned then 
in October 1919 but for the next 10 
years saw service several times recom
m issioning and carrying out general 
duties, finally becom ing a reserves 
training ship and then paying off in 
July 1929.”
I guess that’s all correct, useful infor
mation on Marguerite and Geranium, 
John. Unfortunately neither was Miss 
September ... though you were close. 
Bob Harvey was a bit more succinct: 
“ The m yste ry  ship is the HMAS 
Marguerite Arabis sloop - transferred 
to the RAN in 1919.”

MYSTERY NO MORE: Miss September (insert), formerly of the RN and latterly of the RAN, now resides on 
the bottom of the Pacific Ocean off Sydney - courtesy of an RAN gunnery practice in April 1935.
MAIN: Do you know the name of this mystery ship? If so, send your entries to navyreservenews@defence 
news.gov.au

Sorry Bob, both you and John were 
w ell in the ballpark but missed it.
First in with the correct answer was 
CM D R Dave Goble. He says: “M y 
best guess is that Miss September is 
H M A S M allow. She w as a F low er 
class minesweeping sloop gifted to the 
RAN in 1919. Mallow  was an A cacia’ 
type while the other two (Marguerite 
and Geranium) were A rab is’ types. 
Following her commissioning into the 
RAN Mallow  served mainly as a train
ing ship for reserve personnel. She 
was sunk as a gunnery practice target 
in April 1935.”
G ordon Branch had a b it o f  a  flail 
around  before settling on the righ t 
answ er: “My first thought on th is

lovely lady was that she was HMAS 
Moresby. I realised this couldn’t be 
right as Moresby only has one funnel.
“I thought she m ight be one o f  the 
Flower class sloops gifted to the RAN 
after WW1. The th ree Flow er class 
sloops o f  the R A N  being  HM AS 
Geranium , H M AS M arguerite  and 
HMAS Mallow.
“But I had a problem  w ith this with 
the gallery aft o f the fo’csle being the 
wrong shape.
“All the photos I could find showed a 
bulwark or cabins forward o f the quar
terdeck to about the aft funnel which 
broke the smooth run o f  the side from 
the fo’scle break to the quarterdeck. I 
finally found in a reference at home an

indication that HMAS Mallow, the sole 
ship o f  the A c a c ia ’ sub-type o f  the 
‘Flow er’ class in the RAN, m atched 
the configuration o f the picture.
“ So - my educated  guess as to  the 
identity o f Miss September is HMAS 
Mallow. An Acacia class sloop built 
for the R oyal N avy by B arclay and 
Curie at Glasgow in Scotland, launched 
on 13 July 1915 and transferred  to 
the Royal A ustralian Navy in 1919. 
HMAS Mallow  paid o ff to reserve on 
18 October 1919, was decommissioned 
on 20 November 1925 and sunk as a 
target on 24 April 1935.”
Others who correctly identified HMAS 
M allow  include ‘Old S alt’ D avid J. 
Manolas, M ark Biega, Harry Goodall

(b u t n o te , H arry , she  w as sp e lt 
‘M a llow ’, not ‘M ellow ’), SQ NLDR 
Jim bo Stewart, ‘PO  -  enforced into 
retirement’ Dave Rickard and historian 
and author LCDR Greg Swinden.
Greg offers a little more info on the 
Flower class. “Geranium had the most 
active career being employed as a sur
vey ship in northern Australian waters 
until decom m issioned in N ovem ber 
1927,” he says.
“Marguerite was employed on a vari
ety o f  RAN reserve training tasks and 
fleet duties, including a deployment to 
Fiji in early 1920 to assist quell insta
bility created by rioting Indian work
ers, before paying off in July 1929.
“Mallow  had the shortest career o f  the 
three being either laid up in Reserve 
F lee t or em ployed on RA N  reserve 
training duties before she was decom
m issioned  on 20 N ovem ber 1925. 
“A fter several years in  the R eserve 
F lee t M allow  w as handed  over to 
C ockatoo Island D ockyard in June 
1932 for d ism antling  (s tripp ing  o f 
useable items). Her hulk was scuttled 
o ff Sydney Heads (in com pany with 
Marguerite) on 1 August 1935.”
The im age I ’ve chosen  fo r M iss 
O cto b er is o ld , m onoch rom e and 
grainy. I haven’t removed any m ark
ings but it may well be that, if  there 
were any markings, they were covered 
by the wave moving down her port side 
as she cuts through a lumpy sea.
The image was very dark as I received 
it from my historical friend and happy 
resident o f the west coast, Vic Jeffery. 
It was obviously taken on a dark and 
stormy night, but I have lightened it a 
bit in the hope of shedding a little more 
light on the ship’s identity.
Go to it. Would be grateful o f  your 
efforts to ID Miss O ctober to navyr 
eservenews@ defencenew s.gov.au  by 
October 29.

-  LCDR Antony Underwood

Tribute to yesteryear grace
BOOK REVIEW
Battle Class Destroyers 
By Patrick Boniface

Published in September, Battle Class 
Destroyers by Patrick Boniface is a w on
derful tribute to those graceful destroyers 
o f  yesteryear; the World War II designed 
British Battle class which formed the back
bone o f  the Royal N avy’s destroyer force in 
the im mediate postwar years.
One o f  the largest classes o f Royal Navy 
destroyers ever laid down, there were 40 
units in total, plus an additional two laid- 
down, modified and built in Australian yards 
for the Royal Australian Navy.
Lessons learnt early in the war led to the 
bridge being located further back to allow an 
increased arc of fire from the main armament. 
The Battle class were the first destroyers to 
have all main armament mounted forward. 
There was deemed to be no requirement for 
a large calibre gun turret aft as experience in 
the Mediterranean and elsewhere had shown 
there was little operational need for it and a 
secondary armament of eight 40mm Bofors 
guns and six 20mm guns.
The basic sketch design was submitted on 
Sep tem ber 22, 1941 and am azingly the 
urgent need for destroyers meant that approv
al was given the following month and orders

w ere placed for 16 ships under the 1942 
build program.
There were major changes in the design, the 
first being replacement o f the 4.7-inch guns 
being by the 4.5-inch gun mounted in two 
twin turrets which were almost a complete 
weapons system with revolving trunk under 
the turret containing power operated ammu
nition hoists.
Once the shells were fired, the empty car
tridges were autom atically  collected in a 
special compartment and the mounting could 
also be automatically controlled in remote 
power control.
A further 24 Battle class units were ordered 
in the 1943 build  program  w ith ongoing 
modifications. Only eight o f this batch were 
completed as the Admiralty ordered suspen
sion of all work on the remaining 16 ships on 
September 25, 1945 and cancelled the order 
on October 15, with eight o f  those already 
launched.
One of these, Namur, was later surveyed for 
possible completion as a machinery trials 
ship, however her rusty hull and the project
ed cost saw the abandonment o f the program 
and she was broken-up in 1951.
The career o f  each o f  the B attle class is 
included in a detailed narrative and diary 
form and Australia’s two, HMA Ships Anzac 
and Tobruk, are not neglected with a 37-

page section  titled  Ships H istories R oyal 
Australian Navy section. Some 14 photos o f 
Anzac and eight photos o f Tobruk are includ
ed and it is great to able to check where a 
ship was at any time during its career.
The Australian ships were easily identifiable 
w ith their funnel cowls, which were fitted 
shortly after completion, tw in Mk VI tu r
rets (as opposed to the Royal Navy’s Mk IV 
BD turrets o f which a mounting underwent 
extensive trials aboard HMS Savage), and the 
slightly higher bridge structure.
Seven excellen t appendices support th is 
book, the last being fittingly titled End o f  the 
Line -  the Axeman Cometh which lists the 
fates o f the Battles and includes a series o f  
photos o f  some in reserve, under tow to the 
breakers yards, or being broken-up. There is 
one shot o f Anzac in this section, in her final 
role as a training ship, tied-up at the reserve 
dolphins at Athol Bight.
Pub lished  by M aritim e B ooks, England, 
www.navybooks.com, the hardcover edition 
comprises 258 pages and is illustrated with 
167 quality photographs. It retails for £20.
A good reference book and enjoyable read
- highly recommended.
-V ic  Jeffery, Defence Public Affairs 
(WA)

DESTROYERS

mailto:eservenews@defencenews.gov.au
http://www.navybooks.com
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Endeavour heads for home

Reservist LEUT Bevan Andrews (above) is a man 
o f  many uniform s.. .and roles.

He is a military support officer attached to the 
Defence Community Organisation’s Brisbane office.

His job, as his title suggests, is to help people - 
either ADF members themselves or their families.

The work is particularly onerous when an ADF 
member is deployed and there is a problem back 
home.

For Bevan, and similarly his workmates, there are 
times of sadness and times o f  delight.

Just a few weeks ago he supported the mother 
and partner o f a young sailor found dead at HMAS
Cerberus.

On October 7 we found Bevan in ‘civvies’ with 
apron, manning the sausage sizzle stand at the DCO/ 
Brisbane’s family picnic at Enoggera Barracks and 
having a good time.

He was kept busy with 400 people attending the 
picnic, aimed at bringing together the families o f per
sonnel deployed overseas or absent from home.

Man of many uniforms

FEARLESS: ANC members CDTAB Tamara Lane, CDTSMN Kim Walker, FUN ON THE FRIGATE: Cadet Seamen Erica 
CDTSMN Erica Howe in fearnaught suits on board HMAS Stuart. Howe and Kim Walker.

By Graham Davis
I t’s obvious the C O  o f  

the Sail Training Ship Young 
E ndeavour, C M D R  C hris 
Galloway loves the sound o f  
straining canvas and the tin 
kle o f  halyards.

“ W h e n  I l e a v e  th e  
P erm anen t N avy n ex t y ear 
I ’m going to buy a yacht and 
go sailing,” the 20-year RAN 
veteran told Reserve News in 
Brisbane recently.

The RAN, how ever w on’t 
lose the skills o f  the Brisbane- 
born officer.

“I ’d like to continue in the 
RAN Reserve and, because I’m 
a lawyer, do some legal work,” 
he said.

His last few months in the 
PNF w ill nevertheless keep 
him  busy. Young E ndeavour  
still has a continuing program 
o f  youth sailing voyages.

In  ea rly  S ep tem b e r the 
s a i lin g  sh ip  jo in e d  o th e r  
Australian-based sail training 
ships in a sail past on Sydney 
Harbour as part o f  the APEC 
conference program.

H e r  s h i p ’s c o m p a n y

was boosted by a num ber o f  
Australian Navy Cadets.

“ T hen on A u stra lia  D ay 
2008 Young E ndeavour  ce l
ebrates her 20th anniversary,” 
CMDR Galloway said.

( Young E n d e a v o u r  w as 
Great Britain’s gift to Australia 
to mark our bi-centenary)

“ T his is the day  I hand 
com m and  to  L C D R  G avin  
Dawe,” he said.

Young Endeavour has a core 
ship’s company o f  nine RAN 
personnel for each voyage pro
viding basic sail training for 24 
young men and women.

ABOVE: Young Endeavour on approach in Brisbane River.

LEFT: BEFORE THE MAST - CO CMDR Chris Galloway - 
due to relinquish command on January 26, 2008, 
addresses visitors in Brisbane. Photos: Graham Davis

INSET: A Parliamentary visit to Young Endeavour. L to R, 
navigator LEUT Susie Graney, CMDR Galloway and the 
Federal Member for Newcastle Ms Sharon Grierson.

Photo: ABPH Justin Brown

Water the fun formula
Sea and home sickness all worth the experience

By LCDR Karen Van Geelen
‘Just add w ater’ is the A ustralian Navy 

C adets’ form ula for fun and excitement. 
Throw an Anzac class frigate into the mix 
and you have the ultim ate adventure.

This was the case w hen seven N avy 
cadets from  TS M ersey  in  D evonport, 
Tasmania were invited to undertake a sea 
familiarisation voyage in their twinned ship, 
HMAS Stuart (Commander Nick Woodley).

The jou rney  began w hen the M ersey  
joined Stuart in Fremantle on September 9 
for a five-day passage home to Devonport.

A fter being divided into three w atch
es, the Mersey cadets spent the week being

ro tated  through the various ship depart
ments. Duties included keeping watches in 
the ops room, machinery control room, gal
ley and on the bridge.

W ithout exception  each cadets w ere 
th rilled  w ith  the opportunity  to take the 
helm, never believing for a minute that the 
Navy would entrust them with the responsi
bility o f  driving a warship.

The u ltim ate  experience for all w as 
u n d o u b ted ly  the opportun ity  to  fire a 
B row ning  9m m  pisto l. Each cadet w as 
esco rted  onto the flight deck w here the 
ship’s buffer demonstrated the correct use 
o f  the weapon and its safety features before

permitting 10 rounds to be fired under very 
close supervision.

Another highlight o f the voyage was the 
damage control demonstration, which ended 
w ith the cadets being dressed in full fear- 
naught suits with anti-flash and learning the 
basic techniques o f  handling a hose when 
fighting a fire.

Despite a busy and fulfilling week at sea, 
the approach into Devonport was a welcome 
sight. The M ersey cadets had contended 
w ith sea sickness, home sickness and the 
unfamiliarity o f a shipboard environment but 
walked away enriched by the experience.

CM D R G allow ay said he 
p lans to  buy h is own yacht 
w hen Young E ndeavour  was 
on a four-day visit to Brisbane 
recently.

The visit completed Voyage 
13/07 in the ship’s 2007 pro
gram, the voyage beginning in 
Bundaberg.

While in Brisbane, CMDR 
Galloway took a large number 
of family members on a three- 
hour sail across Moreton Bay, 
before heading down the coast 
to Young E ndeavour’s home- 
port o f Sydney.
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Beginnings of tradition
Launceston’s commissioning continues Navy’s finest

Learning skills that Navy needs

By AB Carolyn Docking
The involvem ent o f  R eservists and 

A ustralian N avy Cadets in the com m issioning 
o f  HM AS Launceston  in Tasmania, w as a great 
experience and likely to  make their involve
m ent in events o f  this type more frequent.

The Armidale class patrol boat was commis
sioned at Beauty Point near the mouth o f the 
Tamar River, on September 22.

Cadets from Training Ship (TS) Tamar and 
Tasmanian Naval Reservists all took part in the 
com m issioning o f  Launceston. From  greeting 
guests, cheering ship and playing in the NSW 
D etachm ent o f  the RAN Band, the cadets and 
reserves were a welcome addition to the event.

And at least one is hoping to join the RAN.
CO o f  Navy Headquarters -  Tasmania, CMDR 

M ark Burling, was told by Fleet Headquarters 
M ajor Event C oordinator LCDR Julie Fowler 
that she “had not used such an extensive number 
o f  Naval Reserves and Australian Navy Cadets 
before, but because of the success o f the involve
ment she would make it a priority for events in 
the future” .

“Previous experience has dem onstrated that 
the ceremony is one o f the tenser aspects o f the 
commissioning process - everyone wants to be in 
the front row!” CMDR Burling said.

“Launceston's commissioning was an excel
lent experience for the cadets. They were able to 
observe naval personnel work together in order to 
conduct an important naval tradition.

“Although civilian/professional companies are 
employed to support the activity, the inclusion

of Naval Reserves and Australian Navy Cadets 
added to the occasion and integrating them into 
the concept made Launceston’s commissioning a 
special event.

“TS Tamar's involvem ent and exposure in 
such an event will be an experience that they will 
remember for a long time to come.”

The Senior Officer - Australian Navy Cadets, 
Tasmania, CMDR Michael Mann, ANC was also 
present at the commissioning

“The cadets were in awe of being involved in 
the commissioning o f  an RAN ship in Tasmania,” 
he said. “With half o f  the cadets being new to the 
Navy environment, this was their first opportunity 
to be involved with Permanent Navy members.

“It was good to see the existing community 
links HMAS Launceston I had established were 
still apparent. The crew o f  Launceston I regular
ly visited TS Tamar to talk about life at sea. I am 
looking forward to seeing this tradition continue.” 

CDTLS Matthew Mallette was given the hon
our o f raising the Australian Flag during the cer
emony.

“I was proud to be involved in the commis
sioning o f  Launceston,” he said.

CDTAB Sophie Dexter found the experience 
motivating, giving the young cadet an idea o f  
what kind o f  life she will have in the Navy. “I 
hope to join the Navy early next year,” she said.

Com m ander A ustralian Fleet RADM Nigel 
Coates presented cadets from TS Tamar w ith a 
certificate o f appreciation.

ABOVE: CDTAB Daniel Hanson leads TS T am ar cadets on to 
parade for the commissioning.
RIGHT: CDTAB Sophie Dexter receives a certificate of appreciation 
from Fleet Commander RADM Nigel Coates.

Photos: AB Carolyn Docking

By Graham Davis
A ustralian Navy Cadets are learn

ing skills fo r life.
Some o f  these include skills the 

‘senior’ service needs....those o f  a 
m arine technician.

U nder the tuition o f  LEUT Colin 
E dgar A N C, a qualified  m echanical 
engineer and CO of the cadet unit, TS 
Palum a, cadets are learning to strip 
down, check, repair if  necessary and re
assemble this outboard motor.

“ T hey  w ere also ca lled  upon  to 
rem ove the cylinder head, valves and 
other parts o f  some small boats inboard 
engines,” LEU T E dgar told R eserve  
News. “They also did soldering as part 
o f installing a radio.”

The opportunity to  learn m arine 
technician skills came during the recent 
school holidays in Q ueensland when 
150 cadets from ANC units attended a 
num ber o f  specialist skills courses at 
three campuses in Southern Queensland.

TS Paluma at Shomcliffe, a  northern 
suburb o f  Brisbane, was used as one 
campus w ith 43 cadets drawn from as 
far away as Rockhampton, attending.

Those at Paluma did specialist cours
es in maritime technician, catering and 
stores management.

Meanwhile another 35 cadets attend
ed TS Cooper on Bribie Island and a 
further 75 went to TS Bundaberg.

The spec ia lis t train ing a t C ooper 
and Bundaberg varied with some cadets 
learn ing  specia list sailing  and o ther 
skills.

A small group of cadets from South 
Q u een slan d  a lso  headed  to  H M AS 
Cairns for hydrographic training.

The specialist courses were conduct
ed from September 22 to 29 and were 
organised by the Staff Officer for Cadet 
Training in South Q ueensland, LCDR 
Joyce Kennedy ANC.

The cadets ‘lived in ’ at the training 
ships and were supervised by a large 
number of adult male and female offic
ers.

At Paluma seven cadets undertook 
the MT course. When asked how many 
were interested in joining the RAN, six 
put up a hand.

One 17-year-old said he was close 
to putting in his app lication  to DFR 
Maroochydore while another planned to 
do so when he was old enough - at the 
end o f the year.

For the teenagers doing the cooking 
course at Paluma their day started an 
hour earlier than the rest o f  the ship’s 
company.

“They were woken at 0500 while the 
other received their ‘wakey wakey’ call 
at 0600,” LEUT Edgar said.

Their day continued at a  hectic pace 
under the guidance o f galley supervisor 
SBLT Mary Bartlett ANC ... and by the 
time the seven-day course had finished 
the trainee cooks and SBLT Bartlett had 
prepared more than 1200 meals, includ
ing catering for a mess dinner to which 
a number o f VIPs were invited.

The course, how ever w as not ‘all 
work and no play’ with the cadets par
ticipating in  such activities as a quiz 
night and a concert.

The ANC is reco g n ised  by the 
R A N ’s senior m anagers as a prim e 
source o f sailors and officers.

DEVONSHIRE TEA?: CDTAB 
Rebekah Flanders, 14, of TS Moreton 
Bay and AB Jacob MacKenzie, 15, 
of new TS Redland Bay offer scones, 
cream and biscuits cooked with the 
help of galley supervisor SBLT Mary 
Bartlett.

Right, ALL OUTBOARD: Learning about 
outboard motors...AB James Watt, 15, of 
TS B u n da be rg , PO Nathan Breeze, 16, of 
TS Toow oom ba, LEUT Colin Edgar, and LS 
Andrew Dempster, 16, of TS Tyalgum .


