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The Navy com munity has rallied together in 
the wake o f the Sea King helicopter crash that 

claim ed the lives o f nine ADF personnel. 
Navy News dedicates th is special 

edition to their memory.
Photo: ABPH  Kade Rogers



Pause placed 
on Sea King 
operations

By G raham  Davis
An “operational pause” has been im posed on the 

six rem aining Sea K ing helicopters operated by the 
Royal A ustralian Navy.

H ow ever, “ they have not b een  grounded” , the 
M aritim e C om m ander, RADM Rowan M offitt has 
declared.

“Until we know why Shark 02 crashed, we w on’t 
fly,” he told a media conference in Sydney on April 4, 
just days after Sea King Shark 02 crashed in Indonesia, 
resulting in the loss o f nine lives.

RADM Moffitt’s decision to “pause” the operation o f 
the remaining six aircraft, one of which is embarked in 
HMAS Kanimbla, does not mean that under exceptional 
emergency circum stances, the Sea Kings can’t been 
used.

These emergency circum stances arose a day later, 
Tuesday, April 5.

‘Until w e know  w hy, w e  w o n ’t f ly ’
— RADM Moffitt

An air safety investigator checking the crash site on 
the island of Nias had taken seriously ill from the heat 
and needed immediate specialist care.

Kanimbla’s  remaining Sea King flew to Nias with a 
medical team onboard.

RADM Moffitt’s decision to pause Sea King opera
tions is in light o f determining w hat caused Shark 02 
to crash. Three inquiries will be held, one by the Navy, 
one by air safety investigators and another by the NSW 
Coroner.

“We must avoid jum ping to conclusions,” RADM 
Moffitt warned. He described the Sea King as a real 
“workhorse” and an aircraft well maintained by a team 
o f well-trained and experienced professional technicians.

SEA KING TRAGEDY

Helping each other
By ABPH Kade Rogers

The crew o f  HM AS K anim bla  
had been keeping an “eye out” 
for each other in the w ake o f  
the Sea K ing helicopter crash at 
Amandraya, according to the ship’s 
CO, CM D R George M cGuire.

In true Australian spirit they had 
maintained a positive attitude toward 
their aid mission in Indonesia which 
has now been wound down.

“Our Chaplain Mark W alton is 
doing a fantastic job, but there is no 
one person doing all the counsel
ling,” CMDR McGuire said.

F a c t s

■  D C O  reach es  out 
Support for families
The Defence Community Organisation is 
providing support to the families o f the 
victims o f the Sea King crash. A social 
worker and military support officer have 
been appointed to all the families directly 
affected by the accident. Apart from pro
fessional counselling for the bereaved, 
services include: case management, for a 
single point o f contact with Defence and 
other government departments, deceased 
estate adm inistration, funeral arrange
ments (including costs), and transport and 
accommodation for families to attend the 
repatriation service. DCO services are tai
lored to the specific needs o f each family. 
DCO remains involved with the bereaved 
families for as long as the family wants 
and support is available 24 hours, every 
day o f the week.

Q u o t e s

■  Thoughts with loved ones  
CDF Condolences
These men and women died in the serv
ice o f their country helping others in a 
time of dire need. Their contribution can
not be understated. They have made an 
extraordinary comm itment and the ulti
mate sacrifice to their country and their 
professional and dedicated service in the 
ADF is something for which we are all 
proud.
CDF G EN Peter C osgrove

■  S ym path ies  extended  
Message reaches mark
I share the grief o f  the next o f kin and 
my thoughts are w ith them , the Ship’s 
Company o f HMAS Kanimbla, the naval 
aviation and m ed ical com m unities. I 
also extend my deepest sympathy to the 
RAAF.
CN VADM  C hris R itchie

■  K anim bla carries  on
Plenty of work to do
It has been a very hard week for the ship 
and her crew with all o f us working long 
and arduous days. We offloaded 60 tonne 
of rice by hand yesterday and have seen 
over 210 patients in the past two days. 
The w ork is here to be done, and the 
sailors are getting on with the task. We 
are all looking forward to getting home 
and catching up w ith our loved ones. 
We realise though that our mission is not 
complete until the government says so, 
and until then w e ’ll keep going at 100 
miles an hour - this is our legacy to our 
fallen shipmates!
Em ail from  K anim bla’s XO  
LCD R M ark  L each

‘W e all keep an eye  
o u t, th e re ’s a lo t o f 
ta lk in g  betw een  m ates , 
an d  w e help  lift each  
o th er w h en  s o m e o n e ’s 
havin g  a dow n  
m o m en t’
-  CM DR George M cG uire

ON HOLD (above): An operational 
pause has been placed on HMAS 
K an im bla ’s  remaining Sea King heli
cop te r unless em ergency c ircum 
stances arise.

SU PPO RT (left): A US Navy M H-60S 
K n ighthaw k helicopter from  USNS 
Tippecanoe  transfers stores onto the 
fligh t deck of HMAS Kanimbla  during 
a vertica l replenishm ent and replen
ishm ent a t sea off the coast o f Nias, 
Indonesia.

Photos: LSPH Bill Louys and ABPH  
Bradley Darvill

A n e c d o t e s

■  Lasting m em o ry  
Thumbs up from a mate
“I no ticed  a huge sm ile  on K in g y ’s 
(Jonathan K ing) face and gave him  a 
thumbs up out the back door.” This is 
how LSA Jeff Weber, a crewman on Sea 
K ing h e lico p te r Shark  21, described 
the last glim pse o f  good friend King, 
and other m ates as his own helicopter 
lifted off from Two Spot on Kanimbla s 
deck to fly another m ercy m ission for 
the people o f Nias. Jeff, or Jeffro to his 
mates, was not to know then that Shark 
02 w ould crash k illing  nine RAN and 
RAAF personnel and injuring another 
two. Jeff, also tells o f seeing the surf at 
the end o f  the island and how keen he 
was to tell King o f the waves. “He was 
eager to see these waves himself,” Jeff 
recalls. He also tells o f  flying a sortie 
earlier in the day with Scott Bennet. “We 
had talked about how we were happy to 
be here and actually looking forward to 
this rewarding work.” Jeff’s account of 
that day and o f the support Kanimbla has 
since received is contained in a widely 
distributed email.

CMDR McGuire had high praise 
for the Indonesian authorities, who 
had offered prom pt and efficient 
support immediately after the event.

“The Indonesians have bent over 
backwards to help us, they’ve been 
fantastic,” CMDR McGuire said.

“There’s a school near the crash 
site and we want to give back to the 
community the help that they gave 
us, whether it be a slap o f  paint or a 
bit o f  rewiring.”

Indonesian authorities had aided 
in the evacuation of the two injured 
survivors o f  the crash, LS Shane 
Warburton and LAC Scott Nicholls. 

LS Warburton and LAC Nicholls

were shaken yet optimistic as they 
left Kanimbla.

“U nderstandably they had their 
ups and downs, but their spirits were 
high and they had moments where 
they were joking and carrying on,” 
CMDR McGuire said.

“W arbs w as even a little  b it 
peeved that he had to leave.”

M ISSIO N IN TEN SITY  (above):
M em ber’s o f Kanim bla ’s  crew and 
o ther AD F personnel help offload 
supplies in the tow n of Lahewa. 
SO O TH IN G  (right): Kanim bla  
CO C M D R  G eorge  M cG uire 
addresses a shipboard m emorial. 
Photos: PO CIS Jason M cGraw  
and ABPH B radley Darvill.
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Kanimbla’s sad return

Mission statistics
■  133 tonn es of rice delivered
■  5000 litres o f w ater provided
■  570  p a tie n ts  trea ted  ash o re  by m ed ica l 

staff
■  13 surgical and treatm ents cond ucted  on  

board H M A S Kanim bla
■ 7 Sea K ing aero-m edical evacuations
■  Lahew a tow n w ater pum p and generator  

repaired
■  O ver 138 tonn es of stores m oved by C 130  

H ercules

Memorial services 
held for fallen

W hile HM AS Kanimbla  was w inding her way 
hom e to Australia, national and individual com m em o
ration services were taking place for the nine ADF 
personnel w ho lost their lives in the A pril 2 Sea King 
helicopter crash in Indonesia.

A national service of thanksgiving for the six Navy 
and three A ir Force personnel killed in the crash was 
held in the Great Hall o f Parliament House on April 15.

“There are many privileges that as Prime Minister I 
have come by, but there is no greater privilege than to 
have met some o f the men and women o f the Australian 
Defence Force,” Prime Minister John Howard said.

“Everything about them is so beautifully Australian. 
They are direct, courageous and tough yet compassion
ate.”

It provided an opportunity for members o f  the ADF 
and the general public to remember the dead and pray 
for their families, who were in attendance.

In d iv id u a l funera l serv ices fo r N av y ’s LEUT 
Matthew Davey, LEUT Matthew Goodall, LEUT Paul 
Kimlin, LEUT Jonathan King, PO Stephen Slattery, LS 
Scott Bennet and Air Force’s SQNLDR Paul McCarthy, 
FLTLT Lynne Rowbottom and SGT Wendy Jones were 
also taking place around the country.

The service followed Defence Minister Robert H ill’s 
announcement on April 13 that the humanitarian mission 
to provide emergency disaster relief to the earthquake 
devastated N ias Island in Indonesia would be wound 
down.

HMAS Kanimbla was given the green light to return 
home after first stopping off in Singapore.

Chief o f Navy VADM Chris Ritchie said that while 
K anim bla’s crew would be looking forward to getting 
home, any feeling o f joy would remain “tainted by the 
fact that nine of their colleagues will not be returning 
with them”.

Indonesian authorities supported the wind down and 
had thanked both the Defence Minister and the Chief of 
the Defence Force for Australia’s early and important 
contribution following the earthquake.

“O verall the A D F ’s contribution  included  three 
RAAF transport aircraft, aviation support crews, Army 
medical personnel, logistic specialists and the support of 
HMAS Kanimbla, ” Senator Hill said.

“Assistance in Nias will now progress to a repair and 
reconstruction phase. Australian assistance will continue 
to be provided through our civilian agencies.

“Our sailors, soldiers, airmen and airwom en have 
worked tirelessly together to help those in need and, 
as we have come to expect, their work has been of the 
highest order. All Australians should feel a deep sense 
o f pride in the work that our men and women have per
formed.

“The w ork they have perform ed has m ade a d if
ference to the many tsunami and earthquake victims, 
however it has been at a high cost with the death o f nine 
ADF personnel and two others injured in the recent Sea 
King helicopter crash.”

The A D F ’s crash investigation team  along w ith 
support staff and one C l30 Hercules w ill rem ain in 
Indonesia to continue their investigations into the cause 
o f the Sea King accident.

This team comprises personnel with specialist train
ing and experience in these investigations and situations.

EM O TIO N AL (top): A sailo r plays a tribu te  during  the  m em orial serv ice held at 
the G reat Hall Parliam ent House, w ith the  N avy cho ir in the background.

SH AR ED  SA D N ESS (above): Many people paid the ir final respects a t the 
m em orial serv ice. Photos: S teve Dent

The Indonesian 
H um anitarian S ervice  
Medal

Humanitarian role recognised
peacekeeping operation, natural 
disaster or civil strife.

Prime M inister John Howard 
said  it w as th e  G overnm en t’s 
view  tha t A DF m em bers w ho 
serve in areas o f  great humanitar
ian need, at risk to themselves, 
should be formally recognised in 
the Australian honours system.

“In examining ways in which 
the tsunami assistance could be 
recognised, a shortcoming in the 
honours system was revealed, as 
this medal could not be awarded 
under the existing regulations,” 
he said.

Previously, most o f hum ani
tarian operations had been carried 
out in countries, such as Kosovo 
and Iraq , regarded as hazard 

ous areas o f operation. Service 
in emergencies, such as the tsu
nami response had not been eli
gible under the existing regula
tions because these had not been 
deemed to be hazardous.

The extension  o f  the co n 
d itions for award o f  the m edal 
recognised hum anitarian opera
tions may be carried out in a non
violent atmosphere. It also recog
nised increasingly now, and in the 
future, ADF personnel would be 
carrying out humanitarian work, 
w hich may not be accom panied 
by traditional military activity.

“It was necessary to extend the 
H um anitarian Overseas Service 
M edal to m eet the exceptional 
circumstances caused by the tsu

nami and the N ias earthquake,” 
Mr Howard said.

“The Australian Government 
believes that this special exten
sion of the humanitarian overseas 
award is warranted to adequately 
recognise the outstanding contri
bution made by members o f  the 
ADF and other government and 
non-governm ent organisations, 
such as the Australian aid agen
cies, that responded immediately 
and compassionately to the needs 
o f those affected by these extreme 
natural disasters.”
■  The president o f Indonesia has 

awarded medals to each o f the 
11 ADF members involved in 
the Sea King incident.

The Hum anitarian 
O verseas Service 
Medal

An award w ill be made to 
ADF m em bers to formally rec
ognise m ilitary service as part 
o f hum anitarian assistance.

The Queen has approved an 
extension o f  the H um anitarian 
O v e rsea s  S e rv ic e  M edal to 
reco g n ise  th e ir  a ss is tan ce  to 
Indonesia, T hailand, Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives after the Boxing 
D ay tsu n am i and  the M arch 
Indonesian earthquake.

The H um anitarian Overseas 
Service M edal was gazetted in 
1999 to honour members o f rec
ognised A ustralian  groups that 
render humanitarian service over
seas in hazardous circum stanc
es, such as service in war zones,

http://www.navy.gov.au/publications


UNITED GRIEF: An Indonesian honour guard presents arm s 
Defence Force pallbearers carry tine coffins of the deceased.

as Australian and Indonesian National 
Photo: LT Chantal Llora

SHARED SO R R O W  (left): A Sunday M em orial 
Service was he ld  on the fligh t deck o f HM AS A nzac  
whist in the M editeranean Sea, to rem em ber the 
personnel w ho d ied  in the Navy Sea King crash 
CHAP M urray Lund hosted the service.

Photo: POPH Dam ien Pawlenko

H O N O UR ED  (left): A repatriation cerem ony was 
held a t Sydney a irport. Families o f the deceased 
w ere jo ined by the Governor General, M AJGEN 
M ichael Jeffery, the President of Indonesia, 
S usilo  Bam bang Yudhoyono, Prim e M in iste r 
John Howard, CDF GEN Peter Cosgrove and 
the C hiefs o f the Army, Navy and A ir Force.

Photo: LAC G uy Young

W O R K IN G  TH R O U G H  (right):
Despite the recent loss of their 
crew  m ates, hum an ita rian  aid 
w ork con tinued fo r those  onboard 
H M AS K an im b la . W O  Trevor 
Henderson ass isted  in the offload
ing of aid supp lies  to  the town
ship o f Lahew a on the northern 
coast of the  earthquake-affected 
Indonesian is land  o f Nias.
Photo: PO C IS Jason M cG raw

*si'

W ID E USE (right): D uring 
O P  S u m a tra  A s s is t, 
K a n im b la 's p e r is h a b le  
goods were rep len ished at 
Sea by USNS Tippecanoe, 
using a US Navy Sea King 
helicopter. The Sea K ings 
a re  also used by m any 
o ther countries across the 
world, including Germ any, 
C anada  and the  UK 
navies.

Photo: LSPH Bill Louys

HEAVY D UTY (right): After the 
Sea King crash, m em bers of 
H M AS Kanim bla  ships com pany 
and em barked forces con tin 
ued to  ass ist Indonesian m ilitary 
and c ivilian relief workers in the 
offloading of aid supplies. They 
are p ictured here in Lahewa 
on the northe rn coast of the 
earthquake-affected Indonesian 
island of Nias.
Photo: PO C IS Jason McGraw



FLTLT Lynne Rowbottom
Bom in 1962, FLTLT 
Rowbottom joined the Air 
Force as a nursing officer in 
1996 at the age o f  34. In 1999 
after various postings, she was 
promoted to FLTLT. In 2001, 
she was posted to 323 Combat 
Support SQN. She partici
pated in OP Citadel in East 
Timor. In March 2005, FLTLT 
Rowbottom was deployed to 
Indonesia for OP Sumatra 
Assist IL

LEUT Paul Kim lin
LEUT Kimlin was bom  in 

1976. He joined the Navy in 
1996 as a MIDN to train as a 

pilot. After being promoted to 
SBLT in 1999. he deployed 

to East Timor. In 2001 he was 
posted to 817 SQN. Promoted 

to LEUT in 2002, he was post
ed to HMAS Kanimbla in 2003 
for OP Falconer. Operations he 
participated in include Tanager, 

Relex, Bastille, Slipper, and 
Sumatra Assist.

PO S tephen S lattery
PO Slattery was bom in 1966 
and joined the Navy in 1984. 
Fie was promoted to AB in 
1986 and become a Medic in 
1986. He was then promoted 
to LS in 1998 and PO in 2004. 
His postings include Stirling, 
Stuart, Penguin, Success, 
Cerberus, Albatross, Nirimba, 
Brisbane, Platypus, Perth, 
Waterhen, Kuttabul, HS Red  
and Kanimbla. OP Sumatra 
Assist was his first Operation.

SQ NLDR Paul M cCarthy
Born in 1974, SQNLDR 
McCarthy joined the RAAF in 
1995 as a medical officer. After 
completing Officer training 
at Point cook, he spent most 
o f his career at Williamtown 
before being posted to Pearce 
in 2003. He had skills in 
Aeromedical evacuation and 
held an early management 
o f severe trauma licence. He 
served in East Timor, Iraq and 
OP Sumatra Assist.

LEUT Matthew Davey
LEUT Davey was bom in 
December 1973. After jo in
ing the Army Reserves in 
2000, LEUT Davey went on to 
become a medical officer, serv
ing in several different Army 
health establishments. In 2002 
he transferred to the RANR.
He deployed to East Timor for 
OP Citadel and was eventually 
posted to HMAS K anim bla’s 
Primary Casualty Reception 
Facility for OP Sumatra Assist.

LEUT M atthew  G oodall
Bom in 1980, LEUT Goodall 
joined the Navy in 1998 as a 
MIDN at ADFA. Following 
Observers course at RAAF 
East Sale from July 2001, his 
postings included 723 SQN 
in 2002, 816 SQN in 2003 
and 817 SQN, also in 2003. 
He was promoted to LEUT 
in January 2004. OP Sumatra 
Assist was the first operation 
LEUT Goodall had served in.

LS Scott Bennet
LS B ennet was bom  in New 
Zealand in 1968. After obtain
ing citizenship, he jo ined the 
Navy in 1990. Initially a Safety 
Equipment sailor, he converted 
to become a Boatswains Mate. 
He w as p rom o ted  to LS in 
1995 and served in East Timor 
in 1999. He requalified as an 
Aircrewman in 2003. Postings 
included Cerberus, Albatross, 
Hobart, 817 SQN, 723 SQN, 
Creswell and Kanimbla.

SO M B R E (above): Indonesian and Australian troops ca rry  the coffins onto a Hercules. Photo: ABPH Phillip Cullinan
M AR K  O F RESPECT (below): The Prim e M inister of Australia, John Howard, watches the  President of Indonesia, Susilo 
Bam bang Yudhoyono, place Indonesia ’s Hum anitarian S ervice M edal on one of the coffins. Photo: LAC G uy Young

Official honours for 
our Aussie heroes

LEUT Jonathan King
Bom in 1972, LEUT King 

joined the Navy in 1996. 
Promoted to AB in 1998, his 
postings included Cerberus, 

Penguin, Shepparton and 
Cairns. He was commissioned 

in 2000 and appointed SBLT. 
He commenced the ADF Basic 

Pilot course in 2000. He was 
promoted to LEUT in 2002. 

In 2003 he was posted to 817 
SQN . OP Sumatra Assist was 

his first operation.

SG T W endy Jones
SGT Jones was bom  in 1960 

and joined the Air Force in 
1990. Since then, she served 

on a variety o f Air Force bases. 
Her qualifications and skills 

included Operation health 
support, life support skills and 

critical incident stress man
agement - peer support. She 
served in East Timor on OP 

Catalyst before her most recent 
experience on OP Sumatra 

Assist.

A u s tra lia ’s good neighbour... 
Indonesia’s President Susilo Bam bang 
Yudhoyono, has formally and publicly 
applauded the nine A ustralian heroes 
w ho lost their lives while trying to help 
his countrym en and women.

In a moving ceremony w atched by 
hundreds on the Sydney Airport tarmac 
and by hundreds of thousands on televi
sion, the president went to the coffins o f 
the nine sailors and airmen and women 
who had died when Shark 02 crashed into 
a soccer field on the island o f  Nias.

O n each coffin  he p laced  a v e l
vet cu sh ion  su p po rting  In d o n e s ia ’s 
Humanitarian Service Medal.

Each medal was adorned by green and 
gold ribbons.

Following was Australia’s Governor 
General, MAJGEN Michael Jeffery.

He placed a sprig o f wattle on each 
casket.

All nine coffins were draped in the 
Australian National Flag.

The Australian Prime Minister, John 
Howard , accompanied the dignitaries.

The ceremony took place on the after
noon o f Tuesday, April 5 and followed 
the arrival o f the victims from Indonesia 
in an RAAF Hercules.

R elatives and friends including 20 
who had flown by special flight from 
Broken hill, waited until honour guards 
had taken the caskets from the aircraft 
and placed them in a line ahead o f a fleet 
o f  hearses.

W ith D efence  ch ap la in s read in g  
prayers, a Navy bugler playing Last Post

and a lone piper playing a lament, the 
seven men and two women were w el
comed back to Australian soil and tributes 
from not only Australia but Indonesia.

Once the official party had completed 
its duties, family mem bers and friends 
were invited to walk past the caskets.

Many placed a hand on them.

Later, the C hief o f Navy, VADM Chris 
Ritchie, bent down to present the medal

to Jarryd Bennet, whose dad LS Scott 
Bennet, had died in the crash.

M any m em bers o f  the sh ip ’s com 
pany o f  HMAS Albatross, including 817 
Squadron travelled to Sydney for the sad 
arrival.

Upon completion, honour parties car
ried each casket to a hearse to be taken 
to the City Morgue for further coronial 
procedures.

http://www.naw.gov.au/pubIications


Birdies bond in the wake of Sea King tragedy

Mateships will linger on

Albatross honours

We’ve lost our m ates, but we w ill never forget 
them. For those that knew them , worked w ith them , 
flew w ith them  or shared a laugh or a  beer w ith them , 
the shocking new s that we w ill never see our m ates 
again -  at least not on this earth -  rocked us to the 
core.

Some were at the Albatross Ball when the news was 
passed; some at other social engagements; some were 
alone; and some didn’t hear the news until it was broad
cast on the news the following morning or evening.

The tragedy o f  this event has brought friends closer. 
The little things that seemed so important in life pale 
in comparison when a loved one or a mate is lost. It is 
some comfort in times like these to have mates that pull 
together and support each other.

It's a sad truth that you don’t know w hat you’ve 
got until it’s gone. This is not a time to be angry or ask 
“Why?” but a time to find old friends and get together to 
help each other deal with loss. We have found it cathartic 
to reminisce about them, remembering the good times 
and also the bad which made our friends unique.

Support has also come from the many counselling 
services available.

Critical Incident Stress Management has been pro
vided for those affected. The chaplain has been run off 
his feet, but is always happy to help. Preparations are 
being made to assist those attending the coming funeral 
services.

Since th e  tra g ic  even ts  have been  
b roadcast a ro u n d  th e  natio n , th e re  
has b een  an  o u tp o u rin g  o f su p p o rt  
for th e  fa m ilie s  an d  frien d s  o f th e  
m em bers  w h o  w ere  killed or in jured

The tragedy has brought the message home to the 
people o f Australia, that the men and women who serve 
our country are involved in a challenging and at times 
dangerous profession.

Officers, soldiers, sailors and airmen and women of 
our Defence Force are dedicated not only to the protec
tion of Australia and its interests, but are also compas
sionate to people in need around the world.

A service was held at HMAS Albatross on April 8 
to pay our respects to those who lost their lives in the 
tragedy. For many, it was the first opportunity to say 
goodbye to their mates.

The memorial was attended by members from each 
of the four squadrons o f HMAS Albatross and the many 
other units on the base.

A na tiona l m em oria l serv ice w as also  h e ld  at 
Parliament House on April 15 to commemorate the lives 
of the nine servicemen and women who were killed in 
the crash.

-L E U T  Stuart M cDonald

detachment o f  the RAN Band provided 
the music for the hymns.

L a te r  m an y  from  the g a th e r in g  
adjourned to the Wardroom to toast their 
lost comrades.
■  Condolence books have been produced 

to provide members o f the ADF and 
the public an avenue to express their 
grief and to show support for the fami
lies who lost a loved one in the Sea 
King Shark 02 accident o f April 2. 
Online Condolence Books are avail
able at www.navy.gov.au and  www. 
raaf.gov.au/kanimbla/index.htm.
Other Condolence Books are located 
outside the m ain gate at A lbatross, 
at R1 in  the R ussell O ffices com 
plex, C anberra  and outside HM AS 
Kuttabul’s  main gate in Sydney.

M ore than 1600 D efence personnel, 
both uniform ed and civilian, family 
members, friends and local dignitar
ies gathered on the Tom Sm ith Oval 
at HMAS Albatross on Friday, April 
8, to honour the four 817 Squadron 
members who lost their lives in the Sea 
King crash.

A good friend to each delivered a 
eu logy  to LEU T M atthew  G oodall, 
LEUT Paul Kimlin, LEUT Jonathan King 
and LS Scott Bennet.

The C h ie f o f  N avy, VADM Chris 
Ritchie, also applauded the young men.

Representatives o f  the families o f the 
four also attended.

The hour-long service was conducted 
by the base chaplain while the Sydney

SUPPORT (top): M em bers o f the c lose-kn it co m 
munity a t HM AS Albatross  support each o ther a t a 
mem orial serv ice  fo r the four Sea King a ircrew  and 
five medical personnel who lost the ir lives in the 
Sea King acc ident in Indonesia on April 2.

MOVING W O R DS (left): LEUT Sherwin provides a 
eulogy for LE U T Jonathan King.

COM FORT (above): A line of program s from  the 
mem orial service.

REM INDER (above right): A fitting m ark of 
respect to  the fou r m em bers of 817 SQN w ho lost 
the ir lives in the Sea King crash.

Photos: C PO PH Kev Bristow  and ABPH Craig  
Owen

http://www.navy.gov.au/publications
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To all the crew  onboard ,
Al! our h earts  go out to you for all the w ork  
and loss th a t you have had to endure  over 
the past th re e  m onths, Instead  of the jo y 
ful h o m eco m in g  and relief of a job well 
done you have th e  sadness that not all of 
you have returned , All o f A ustra lia  is w ee p 
ing over the  loss and acc id en t and our 
hearts, prayers and well w ishes go to you  
and th e  fam ily  
that m akes up

strength  and LEUT Mat
p ro fess iona lism  
in carry inq  out

LEUT Matt
h%\e. Know 
hat the public

I T  T 7 T T T  p .
your efforts and ^  1  *  €
you are all in

LEUT Matthew Davey 

LEUT Matthew Goodall

LEUT Paul Kimlin
our thoughts.

To everyone on  
board HMAS  
Kanim bla, 
Everyone back  
here in Australia, 
are all so proud of 
you and you are  
constantly in our 
thoughts. C arry  
on your good  
w ork in rem em 
brance of your fe l
low colleagues.

-Lorra ine

I w ould  like to  offer my sincere  
condolences to  the Captain,
Officers and Sh ip ’s C om pany  
of HMAS Kanim bia in the  loss 
of their shipm ates. It is a sad  
day to lose even one sh ipm ate  and hav
ing been through som eth ing  sim ilar when  
I was on board HM AS A rrow  in cyclone  
Tracy Xm as 1974. W e lost two o f our m ates  
and it was very hard to  com e to  term s  
with. My thoughts are w ith you all and of 
course not forgetting the  re latives, my 
thoughts also go out to  them . G od bless 
you all.

-Geoff

It’s a hard time to be there and experience it. 
You will always remember them, come what 
may, they were your shipmates. Please don’t 
be frightened to talk about it, both with your 
mates and those outside of the Navy. You 
will find great strength from doing it.
All of our wishes go with you.

-Keith

My deepest sym pathies go out to  the  
fam iles of these brave, unselfish profes
sional indiv iduals, who gave the ir lives  
serving for the ir country. The fam ilies can  

hold their heads up high  
and be very proud of all 
o f them. I w ould also like  
pass on my condolences

y to  the crew of Kanim bla of 
this tragic event, as it is 
never easy to say goodbye  
to  brother or a s ister (as 
w e Navy people w ould  say, 
shipm ate) w ho w e forge  

"■ ' I  friendships and relation-
)  I  I  ships w ith, w ho w e call our

extended family. I w ould  
like to pass on my last hoo
rah to these outstanding  
achievers.

-Steven

Condolences from me 
and my team in Russell. 
We appreciate your pain, 
but rejoice in the good 
you are doing. You are 
the best we have.

-Randy

LEUT Jonathan King 

PO Stephen Slattery 

LS Scott Bennet 

SQNLDR Paul McCarthy

FLTLT Lynne Rowbottom

SGT Wendy Jones

I would just like 
you all to know 
that i am thinking 
of you at this dif
ficult time. Even 
though I am no 
longer an active 
part of :his fam
ily, you all remain 
in my thoughts 
regularly.

O ur son Is serving on 
HIViAS M elbourne... We 
can only im agine what 
you can be feeling. We 
in part know what it is to 
experience traum a such 
as th is. O ur thoughts are  
very much with the fam i
lies suffering this huge  
loss, God keep you and  
may you find peace in 
His presence.

-Chrissie & Jam ie

To the  fa m ilie s , f r ie n d s  a nd  c o l
leagues  o f th e  c re w  w h o  have  
d ie d  s e rv in g  A u s tra lia  fro m  
th e  RAN Sea K in g  o n b o a rd  
H M AS K a n im b la . “ W e w h o  are 
n o t so w o rth y , s a lu te  yo u  a ll.” 
G o d  B less  A u s tra lia  a n d  h e r 
D efence F orces. You a ll p e rfo rm  
a jo b  th a t w e  in  “ c iv v y  s tre e t”  
c a n n o t b e g in  to  u n d e rs ta n d .

-G ra h a m

To lo«;p co m anv uniirm W \ i a c  n o t so  w o rth y , s a lu te  y o u  a IO lose SO many young lives G o d  B less  A u s tra lia  a n d  N
is such a terrib le  tragedy D efence F orces. You a il pe r

and I pass on my deepest 
sym pathy to  the fam ily and -g«
loved ones of the nine personnel who died in 
the crash ... Australians will always rem em ber 
the sacrifice they made w hile providing m uch  
needed em ergency medical assistance to the  
people of Indonesia.

-Senator Robert Hill, M inister for Defence
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RIDING HIGH: Chief Petty O fficer E le c tr ic a lT e lh lic ia n  
Stephen Thorbjornson pn  a  cam el at the  Pyram lds ip  
Cairo. Photo: PO PH  Damian PawlenKo
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RAN Central Canteens Fund Shop

se available
www.ranccf.com

Sailors' benefits -  sailor's discounts
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9 0 th Anniversary GALLIPOLI

s u L t iv iN :  a  cerem ony a t the M emorial of the Unknown Sailor in Alexandria was held involving the C erem onia l G uard  from  HMAS 
Anzac. The CO of A nzac , CAPT Richard M enhinick (centre) salutes the monument. Photo: PO PH Dam ian Pawlenko

Anzac in an ancient land
Keeping the spirit of the Diggers alive

THIS EDITION

final minutes o f  the game the holes began to 
appear in A n za c ’s  defensive line, allowing 
Cairo to score a num ber o f well-earned but 
unanswered tries.

The game fin ished  w ith  Cairo taking a 
36-nil win, though the sons o f  Anzac left the 
pitch with their heads held high and some 
good lessons learnt for future games.

The teams m et later at the Cairo Rugby 
Club House for presentations and dinner. Man 
o f the Match honours went to POB Swann.

The A nzac  team  w as in  C airo during 
the ship’s visit to A lexandria as part o f her 
Northern Trident deployment.

Before the game, the team, with tour guide 
Shireen at the helm, stopped in at the famous 
Egyptian National Museum.

After checking out som e o f the w orld’s 
greatest artefacts, the tour group headed to the 
Pyramids and the Sphinx. Situated on the Giza 
Plateau these great wonders o f the world over
look the city o f  Cairo and form an impressive 
barrier between the city and the sea o f sand 
beyond it.

Souvenirs and digital camera in hand the 
touring party checked into their hotel and pre
pared for the evening’s game.

The Kangaroo court convened the follow
ing morning to hear and try team members 
who broke team rules and was followed by a 
traditional Egyptian lunch. Later that evening 
the touring party returned to the Sphinx for a 
sound and laser light show before returning to 
Anzac weary but rewarded.

The team hopes to play games against local 
teams throughout A nzac’s  deployment.

Centrespread...... Page 12 Personnel.....Pages 17-18
Lighter Side..........Page 14 Entertainment.......Page 21
Gangway.............Page 15 Sport............. Pages 23-24

© N ationa l W elfare Coordination Centre (24hrs)
_1800 801 026 nwcc.australia@defence.gov.au

S M e n ta l Health All Hours Support Line (24hrs) 
1800 628 036 

S F a m ily  In fo rm a tio n  N e tw o rk  fo r D efen ce  
(working hours Mon to Fri) 1800 020 031 dsc. 
find@defence.gov.au 

©Equity and Diversity (8.30am-9pm seven days) 
1800 626 254 

© D efence W histleblow er Hotline (24hrs) 1800  
673 502

© A D F  M edical Assistance (a fte r  hours) 1800  
IMSICK (1800 467 425)

By LEUT Arno H e len s
In the bustling Egyptian capital o f  Cairo, 

HM AS A n za c ’s  Rugby Club made its sea
son debut this m onth w ith a spirited loss to 
the Cairo Ex-Pats.

With the Anzac spirit alive, the ship’s team 
played well against the much-practiced ex
pats, but true guts and grit would prove to 
only go so far.

Led onto the field by POB Billy Swann, 
the teams formed up for a minute’s silence to

remember those who tragically lost their lives 
in the Sea King accident.

The game began at a vigorous pace with 
both teams gaining plenty of possession in the 
early minutes.

With a handy supply o f substitutes and 
through the dedicated service o f the ship’s 
waterboy, the sons o f Anzac kept it up to the 
hometown team for most of the match, though 
their efforts would only go so far.

Match fitness soon took its toll and in the

SANDS OF TIME: Like the Anzacs of old, these sailors brokP nut the t^  „  = 
rugby match set against th is Ancient backdrop. Photo; POPH I D a m ^ P a w l In k o
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■ T o b ru k  sets sail 
The "FloatingTruck" leaves 
Sydney for The Gulf 
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■ S p r ite  is it 
Super helicopter "Checkmate 
4 7 "  receives award at Avalon 
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A n e c d o t e s
W ith the old B angles tune, Walk like an Egyptian  

playing around in m y head, HMAS A nzac  berthed last 
w eek in the northern Egyptian port o f  A lexandria.

After some surprisingly rough weather transiting the 
Med, the w harf was a welcome sight though part o f  me 
thought it would somehow look more ‘Egyptian’ what
ever that may be -  perhaps some sand and a view o f  the 
Pyramids? Even a camel? But no, Alexandria is a sea
port and its people fiercely proud to be Alexandrians and 
especially proud that their lovely city is very different to 
the capital Cairo.

In fact, the new  Alexandrian library, designed by a 
Norwegian architect, is absolutely stunning from both 
the outside and inside and should be on the ‘to-do’ list.

Early the first morning many o f the ship’s company 
headed off on the buses travelling south to Cairo to take 
in the sights and sounds o f the ancient world, though for 
one particular person it was the chance to coin a new 
phrase - ‘rohrshing’ or ‘having a rohrsh’. For those who 
experienced first hand the full meaning o f  said ‘rorsh- 
ing’, it is an image they won’t forget easily and for the 
benefit o f readers still enjoying their morning coffee it’s 
something I will not elaborate on.

The Egyptian museum, the first stop, is as chaotic as 
guidebooks describe it. Priceless treasures including sar
cophagi, jewels, statues, earthenware and o f course King 
Tut’s death mask, are scattered throughout the museum.

The Pyramids experience was definitely one to clock 
up on the ‘been there done that’ board. They are every bit 
as phenomenal in real life as they are in books, though 
you are literally beating away the hordes o f people want
ing to sell you tacky souvenirs at a ‘good price’ or offer
ing you camel rides. That aside they are a must see.

The Sphinx w as also great to w itness first hand 
though it is smaller than most anticipated at little more 
than 20 metres high.

Cairo itself is as crowded and the people as friendly 
as one imagines and the overall Egyptian experience was 
fantastic -  the food, the sites, the sounds and well some 
o f the smells at least (the eau de camel can stay right 
where it is).

And speaking o f  smells it was fairly amusing to me 
to see a busload o f  sailors stop in at the perfume factory 
where we were ‘oiled up’ with the M idnight Surprise 
(apparently m akes you ‘go like crazy cam el for five 
hours!’). For anyone who popped their head in the bus 
later it must have seemed rather odd to see 50 grinning 
sailors smelling o f perfume.

But for now it’s o ff to Crete to take in another chap
ter o f Australian history and to see what awaits us, Greek 
style -  is iyian! (Cheers.)

-  LEUT R achel Irving

IM PO SING : An Anzac tour group in fron t of two statues at the Colossi of Memnon Photo: POPH Dam ian Pawlenko

The sights, smells and sounds o f  Egypt have capti
vated the crew o f  HMAS Anzac, ju s t as they probably 
did G allipoli veterans 90 years ago.

Anzac  is re-tracing the route of the original World 
War I troopships and will form an impressive backdrop 
when it anchors offshore for a moving commemoration 
ceremony at Anzac Cove on April 25.

In Egypt, m em bers o f  A n za c ’s  crew  v isited  the 
Sphinx and the Pyramids and performed a ceremony at 
the Tomb o f the Unknown Soldier in Alexandria.

A nzac  had anchored in the ancien t seaport o f  
Alexandria after a surprisingly rough transit through the 
Mediterranean Sea.

Other highlights o f the visit included trips to the 
Egyptian museum with its priceless collection o f sar
cophagi, jewels, statues and earthenware and the highly 
impressive Alexandrian library, which was designed by 
a Norwegian architect.

It was all spectacular according to Navy News deputy 
editor, LEUT Rachel Irving, who is onboard Anzac for 
its six-month deployment.

“The pyramids ... are every bit as phenomenal in 
real life as they are in books,” LEUT Irving said.

“The Sphinx was also great to witness first hand,

though it is smaller than most anticipated at little more 
than 20 metres high.”

W hile in Alexandria, the ship’s company took the 
opportunity to visit a local school.

CMDR Simon O’Brien, CPOET Steven Thorbjomsen 
and ABET Nerissa Lees toured the British School o f 
Alexandria giving a talk and presentation to enthusiastic 
listeners.

The children were very interested in life at sea, 
keenly inquiring about the how the guns worked, how 
fast the ship could go and what it was like to have a 
helicopter onboard.

U sing a DVD o f recent photos o f the Anzac crew 
conducting their day-to-day work, the students played 
a ‘guessing game’ to try and work out what the sailors 
were doing - one way to keep the kids awake.

As none o f the students had been to Australia, the 
three Anzac members showed the children a short pro
gram o f  Australian scenery and wildlife, completing a 
unique and educational visit.

The B ritish  School has approxim ately  180 stu
dents, more than half o f who are local Egyptians and 
the rem ainder ex-pats from the UK, France and other 
European countries.

BUNGALOW TOURIST PARK
Burrill Lake, U llad u lla

HAVE YOU BEEN COMPENSATED 
FOR YOUR SERVICE INJURIES?

^40°/o DisbWnt ^
Defence Personnel Only! Facilities Available

•  S o la r H ea ted  w a d in g  & 
sw im m ing  poo l

• E lec tric  B B Q ’s
•  M ini G olf
•  Tw o te n n is  c o u rts
• C anoe & P eda l b o a t 

h ire

Surrounding
Attractions
•  B eaches
• R ee f F ish ing
•  S cu b a  D iv ing

0  W e  will assess your injury/disease obligation free and 
at no cost to you; j j

H You m ay be entitled to com pensation, incapacity ' l i
paym ents or a  DVA pension; -  M  , "■ X M H j

0  W e will m axim ise your TAX F R E E  M O N E T A R Y  
C O M P E N S A T IO N  with a  lump sum paym ent; I g p H g ^ S S j j r  ‘

0  Our specialist ex-service personnel know how to 
make the system work for you;

0  W e  will ensure you receive your com pensation benefits j f l R ^ j j ^ S S g E E g r  
without delay;

0 W e  have an outstanding reputation and track record 
in claim ing compensation benefits for m em bers: -awR.

0
th e  best Segal solution to m axim ise your entitlem ents;

0  Claiming an entitlement to compensation can be a frustrating and very lonely experience

Villas -  (S leep s  8) 
Lakeviews - (S leeps  6) 
B u n g a lo w s  -  (S leeps 6)
C o tta g e s  -  (S leep s  5) 
C a m p in g /C a ra v a n  - (72 tent sites) 

B ro w se  o u r w eb s ite  fo r m ore  
in fo rm a tio n  &  D isco u n ts  o r call u s  
d ire c t
h ttp ://w w w .ra n c c f.c o m /p a rk s .p h p  
b u n g a lo w @ s h o a l.n e t.a u  
P h o n e : 02  4 4 5 5  1621 
Fax: 02  4 4 5 4  4197

1 8 0 0  3 3 9  1 48 No Win, No Fee 
Arrangements

'Claims under Commonwealth 
Legislation only

or v isit
w w w .d a rc y s s o lic ito rs .c o m .a u  
Fax: (07 ) 3397 6300
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Magic miles in 
the Suez Canal

resistance than the Gold Team’s bike. However, the bike 
became subject to a number o f  breakdowns and even 
had to have a replacement bike trainer, thus evening the 
score.

At the end of the day the bike was mounted on a 
trainer with just one cog and the front wheel was pre
cariously placed on top o f  a rolled up gym mat, looking 
dodgy but still bringing home the win.

“Competition aside it was the C hildren’s Cancer 
Care Group who came out on top on the day with every 
entrant donating to the charity,” LS Murphy said.

T hroughout HM AS A n z a c ’s N o rthern  Trident 
deploym ent there w ill be a series o f  events raising 
money for the charity and all m oney raised will be 
pooled and donated to the C h ild ren ’s C ancer Care 
Group upon the ship’s return later this year.

EASTER SUNDAY: PO Steward Sally-Ann O ’Donnell serves in A n za c ’s  can
teen while w earing her bunny gear. Photo: POPH Dam ien Pawlenko

E a s t e r  d e lig h ts
By LEUT A ndrew  Spiller

HMAS Anzac  m ight have been more 
than 1000 miles from  home fo r Easter 
this year, but it d idn’t stop the crew 
from enjoying the day.

Church services were held by CHAP 
Murray Lund to celebrate the spiritual 
aspects o f the holiday and were appreci
ated by all who attended.

The traditional Easter eggs were not 
forgotten either and the ship’s company 
seemed to have an extraordinary amount 
o f chocolate stowed away in preparation.

Some lucky sailors were even visited 
by the Easter Bunny thanks to LS Nadine 
Kupke who stole around in the dark to

deliver chocolate rabbits to the sailors 
in her mess. The girls were delighted 
to wake up to this surprise which made 
them feel a little less homesick on this 
Easter spent away from home.

LEUT Stefaan De Brauwer also got 
into the E aster spirit enjoying a thick 
layer o f white chocolate spread over his 
toast for breakfast. I’m  sure he was not 
the only person who felt a little the worse 
for w ear after their overdose o f choco
late.

Even though we were separated from 
our families on this special holiday our 
thoughts were certainly with them and 
we wish them a very happy Easter.

By LEUT Rachel Irving
Controversy, bike tam pering, breakdowns and 

sheer determination -  the HMAS Anzac ‘Tour de 
Suez’ had  it all.

As Anzac made her way through the Suez Canal last 
week, a special event was happening on the flight deck 
to raise money for the ship’s charity.

The Tour de Suez, a 10-hour bike ride, was contested 
by riders on two racing bikes secured by bike trainers, 
raising money for the Children’s Cancer Care Group in 
Albany WA.

The race betw een Team G reen, aka the Green 
Machine and Team Gold aka the Bold Gold, began at 
6am on Saturday April 2 and was broken into 20 30- 
minute legs. Each leg was named after the particular 
section o f  the canal the ship was transiting through at 
the time. These included Little Bitter Lake, El Kabrit, 
El Gantara and Port Said.

Each bike had an odometer attached to record the 
distance travelled each leg, with the distance recorded at 
the changeovers.

Race organiser, LSPT Shane Murphy said, “The lead 
changed constantly between the two teams. ABATA 
Trent Woolley clocked up the most kilometres o f the 
day with a massive 28 going towards the Bold Gold 
assault.

“D espite AB W oolley’s m agic m iles the glory 
belonged  to the G reen M achine w ith the last five 
cyclists opening up a 44km lead to seal victory.”

The Green Machine took the race with 344km to the 
Gold’s 300km at the finish line.

There was controversy  surrounding the Green 
Team’s bike, with protesters claiming the bike had less

f

^  HAVE YOU ALWAYS WANTED 
TO TRAIN OVERSEAS?

HERE'S YOUR CHANCE!

NOMINATE FOR A 
PRINCE OF WALES AWARD

It’s only open to Defence Reservists and provides outstanding members with FREE travel to 
Canada, the UK or the USA to gain experience with their civilian and military counterparts.

If you think you're up to the challenge, go 
or call your local Defence Reserves Support

to www.defence.gov.au/drsc and follow the I 
office on 1800 803 485.

DEFENCE RESERVES SUPPORT COUNCIL
Ps * ff \ S M l  $ i t ' '  gfW l D’L 5

CALL 1800 803 485 OR VISIT www.defence.gov.au/drsc

PRINCE OF WALES AWARD
ARE W E THERE
YET (above):
LSPT Shane 
M urphy and 
LSEW  Mark 
Karow ride the 
Tour de Suez 
during sunset.

YOU CAN DO IT
(right): ABCSO 
M atthew Clark 
and LSMUSN 
Aaron Geeves 
riding in the 
early m orning 
sun, spurred on 
by LSPT Shane 
Murphy.

Photo: POPH
Damian
Pawlenko

First 
Aid Now
Senior First Aid Training and 
Assessment on CD

A work-ready civvy street qualification 
add to your CTAS Shopping List

Check out

www.firstaidnow.net.au
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1 2  Y e a r s  S p e c i a l i s i n g  I n  R e t u r n s  

F o r  D e f e n c e  F o r c e  P e r s o n n e l
■ Home, Office or Visits to Ships at a time that suits you.
■  Option to Deduct Fee from Refund Cheque.
■  Electronic Lodgement.
■ All Tax Returns — including Previous Years, Negative 

Gearing, Managed Funds or Share Portfolios.
■  Group Discounts available
■ Free Taxation Advice including Negative Gearing, 

available with each Return.

D e r e k  R y d e r ,  B . B u s
Accountant - Licensed Tax Agent 
243 Darley Road, N orth Randwick 
(opposite Queens Park)

From*

$99
Tax 

^Deductible ’
fine GSTJ Tel: 02  9 3 9 9  8769  

Mob: 04 1 8  6 0 3  4 9 9
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Links w ith  the ADF for more than 20 years

Military Compensation Specialists
All aspects of m ilita ry com pensation, including 

chem ical exposure, Veterans matters and 
lum p-sum  entitlements.

oVeterans o  Family Law:
Divorce/separation | De facto breakdown | Property disputes 

Children's matters

Detailed knowledge of DFRDB and MSBS 

Laws Have Clu A c t  N O W

Free Call -1800 773 880
Fax: 02 9262 7339 

Email: nwl@lawforce.com.au
Suite 501/185, Elizabeth Street 

Sydney NSW 2000
C ali FLEET N E T W O R K  on 0 8  9 2 4 8  2 2 2 5

Fleet Network Pty Ltd D/L No. 12559 33 Action Road, Malaga W A  6090 *  to approved applicants.
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Tobruk sails from Sydney

Floating 
hits the

truck
road

By Graham  Davis
W hile the Royal Australian Navy, 

and indeed Australia, mourns the loss 
o f  nine servicem en and w om en in the 
recent Sea K ing crash in Indonesia, 
the jo b  o f  the Navy “must go on”, the 
M aritim e Commander, RADM  Rowan 
M offitt, said.

“We have a m ission to fulfil,” he 
added.

CM DR N ick Bramwell echoed his 
remarks.

T he com m en ts cam e w hen the 
M aritim e Com m ander and more than 
100 family members and friends, fare- 
welled HMAS Tobruk, her Commanding 
Officer CMDR Bramwell and his ship’s 
com pany o f  198 as they prepared to 
leave Sydney on April 4 for the Middle 
East.

In what was a rainy day the farewell 
was transferred from the open forecastle 
to the tank deck.

A  clear lower deck was piped.
“ It is a som bre occasion,” RADM 

Moffitt said (because o f the deaths o f the 
six sailors and three airmen).

He said incidents such as the helicop-

HEAVE AWAY, HAUL AWAY (above): HM AS Tobruk s lips her berth ing  lines as she departs Sydney 
enroute to  Darw in and then onto the Persian Gulf.
FAREW ELL (below  left): RADM Rowan M offitt farewells HMAS Tobruk.

ter crash are “always a risk in the busi
ness we are in.”

RADM Molfitt and CMDR Bramwell 
called for a safe journey for the ship and 
for a safe return.

He thanked the family members for 
their support o f those who deployed.

Tobruk sailed from  Sydney bound 
for Darwin w here she w ould take on 
board the ASLAVs required by the 450 
Darwin based soldiers, whose role it will 
be to protect Japanese servicemen doing 
humanitarian tasks in A1 Muthana prov
ince in southern Iraq.

CMDR B ram w ell who had affec
tionately  described  h is 5 ,800 tonne 
Australian-built am phibious ship as a 
floating “truck”, said the vehicles will 
be stowed below decks while containers 
holding equipment w ill be on the fore 
deck.

There were many hugs, kisses and 
tears a family mem bers, friends, boy
friends and girlfriends, spent their last 
minutes on the warship.

The ship’s Executive Officer LCDR 
Paul Doble held his daughter Elliott, 6 
months, high, before he gave her a final 
hug and kiss.

His wife Nicki and parents Mick 
and R uth C ook had driven from 
an early hour to be present for the 
departure.

ABBM Brian Mobbs, in the Navy 
for just three years gave girlfriend 
Fiona Petrie a re-assuring cuddle 
before she had to leave the ship.

There was a “service” farewell 
too.

A rm y  cap ta in  Ben B ow d, a 
logistics expert now based at the 
R an d w ick  A rm y B arrack s , w as 
on hand to farew ell LEUT Jodie 
W ilk in son , the s h ip ’s D epu ty  
Supply Officer.

Photos: ABPH B renton Freind

They m et in 2003 w hen Jodie 
and Tobruk went to Bougainville to 
collect the last rem aining soldiers 
who had served as peace m onitors 
on the island.

B en was one o f them  and they 
have been dating ever since.
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rewarded
By LCDR M ick G allagher

The M aritime Com m ander, RADM  
Rowan Moffitt, has given recognition 
to eight naval personnel for outstanding 
dedication to their duties.

A M a r i t i m e  C o m m a n d e r ’ s 
Commendation was awarded to POMT 
C hristopher Rigg o f  HM AS M anoora  
(CMDR Andrew Rourke) for his resolute 
and gallant actions during the recovery o f 
injured sailors, following a life raft acci
dent aboard HMNZS Endeavour, berthed 
at Fleet Base East, Gl-Sydney on August 
16,2004.

“PO Rigg arrived in a RAN RHIB, 
jumped in the water fully clothed w ith 
boots and helped us rescue injured per
sonnel,” said a thankful SBLT Mathew 
Kaio from HMNZS Endeavour.

“His action was well appreciated. I 
recognized him some days later on the 
wharf at GI and shook his hand.”

MC Commendations were also award
ed to:
■  LSET Bradley Rhodes, ABBM Julian 

L im o zin  and A B M ED  B en jam in  
A bbott for outstanding devotion to 
duty during HMAS M elbourne’s res
cue o f  injured seamen from the strick
en merchant vessel Lowlands Grace 
on October 7, 2004.

‘H is action  w a s  w ell 
ap p rec ia ted . 1 recog n ised  
him  so m e d ays  la ter on  
the  w h arf a t GI and  shoo k  
his h an d ’
— SBLT Kaio

■  ABCSO Holly Johnson for outstanding 
devotion to duty and her contribution 
to Maritime Command as a member of 
the MHQ Registry staff.

■  POATA Royce De Strang for outstand
ing professionalism  and devotion to 
duty as the senior aviation maintainer 
in HMAS Newcastle.

B  LCDR John W right for outstanding 
effort and dedication as the M arine 
E n g in e e r in g  O ff ic e r  in  H M A S 
Parramatta during the ship’s first year 
o f operational service.
T h e  M C  a ls o  p r e s e n te d  th e  

C om m ander Jo in t Task Force 633 
Com m endation to LEUT C orrine Van 
Beek for outstanding personal contribu
tion as the Defence Signals Directorate 
Liaison Officer to HQ JTF 633 during 
Operation Catalyst.

m m m M

W E LL DESERVED: POM T C hristopher Rigg is presented the  M aritim e C om m ander’s C om m endation by 
the M aritim e Commander, RADM Rowan Moffitt. Photo: A B PH  Helen Frank

Useful day at the beach
M ore than 50 sailors from  HM AS 

Coonawarra recently spent a day at 
the beach.

A lth o u g h  th is  m ig h t n o r m a l 
ly be a nice, clean and fun outing, for 
C oonawarra’s sailors, it tu rned  out to 
be a dirty affair as they worked hard for 
Clean Up Australia Day.

They scoured M indil and  V esteys 
beaches for rubbish. A rm ed only w ith 
shovels and gloves, the sailors attacked

the w aste w ith en thusiasm  and even 
brought their own truck to carry the larg
er items.

Coonawarra’s  Commanding Officer, 
CMDR Mark Hill said, “This has become 
an annual event for us. We chose the 
beach because it’s close to the sea -  the 
Navy’s work environment — and we are 
keen to keep it clean.

“The Navy is proud o f its com m it
ment to safeguarding the sea.”

Transformation complete
By LCDR Mick 

G allagher
T hree form er low er 

deck sailors have com 
pleted four years o f  inten
sive study at the Royal 
M elbourne Institu te o f  
T echnology and gradu
ated w ith honours.

F o rm er L SM T  Tom 
D oherty, ABM T D am ien 
G o o d b u n  a n d  A B M T  
C lin t Thom son, w ho all 
com pleted a B achelor o f 
M echanical E ngineering  
d eg ree , have now been 
p rom oted  to the rank o f 
SBLT. “It was a four year 
survival course at RMIT,” 
said a jubilant SBLT Tom 
Doherty.

SBLT D o h erty ’s las t 
ship was the former DDG- 
41 HM AS Brisbane, the 
last o f our steam turbines. 
He will join HMAS Stuart 
in June.

SBLT C lin t Thom son

TH REE RINGS: SBLTs (ME) Dam ien 
Thom son w ith HMAS Newcastle.

Goodbun, Tom D oherty and C lint 
Photo: LCDR M ick Gallagher

justice
postgraduate  

c o u rs e s

w hose last ship was also 
H M A S B r is b a n e , w ill 
join HMAS Parramatta in 
June.

“It w ill be a change 
from the four years o f lec
tures, labs and study, as 
w ell as w eek nights and

w eek en d  a ss ig n m en ts ,” 
SBLT Thomson said.

T h e  th r e e  S B L T s 
re tu rned  to N avy life at 
F IM A -Sydney under the 
command o f LCDR Craig 
Lee before being  posted 
to  H M A S C erberus  to 
com p le te  the 16 w eeks

MEAC, Marine Engineers 
Application Course.

“We are a ll looking  
to forward to completing 
MEAC and rejoining the 
fleet,” said SBLT Damien 
Goodbun.

D a m ie n  w i l l  jo in  
HMAS Sydney in June.

If you w ant to  advance your 

career in the justice professions, 
consider postgraduate 

qualifications from Q U T ’s School 
of Justice Studies. C hoose from 
graduate certificates in:

■ Justice
■ Justice Policy
■ Critical Criminology
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■ Organised C rim e & 

Corruption Investigation
Or a Master of Justice -  w ith  
specialisation in one o f these  
areas.
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flexible, external and p art-tim e  
modes, designed in 

consultation with em ployer 
groups. Topics include law and

policy; the role and pow ers of 
oversight agencies; justice and 
hum an rights; juvenile justice; 
crim e prevention and control; 
corruption investigation  

techniques; proceeds of crim e  
and m oney laundering; and  
m anagem ent in an intelligence  
environm ent.
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A pplications for m id-year 
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Seasprite helos praised
Checkmate 47 wins 

award at airshow
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By LCDR Todd Glynn
A spic n ’span RAN  Super Seasprite 

helicopter nam ed Checkmate 47 has 
taken out a prestigious award at the 
Avalon Airshow.

It w as aw ard ed  the C o n co u rse  
d ’Elegance for the best turned out mili
tary helicopter.

Chief o f Air Force, AIRMHSL Angus 
Houston, h im se lf a form er helicopter 
pilot, presented the award to the team.

C heckm ate  47 is one o f  e leven  
Seasprites to  be operated  by CM D R 
Simon Bateman and his ship’s company 
at 805 Squadron, Nowra.

Putting to good use a sailor’s attention 
to detail, maintenance teams from 805 
led by CPO Frank Siska, worked tire
lessly each day to prepare the aircraft.

The competition judges, former m il
itary officers and the president o f  the 
Royal A eronautical Society, exam ined 
every “nook and cranny” .

T hey looked  fo r such th in g s  as 
exhaust soot and loose or damaged fas
teners The judges even assessed the avail
ability, style and standard o f  information 
boards providing information to the pub
lic.

As there were no wash facilities at 
the show it required elbow grease from 
the teams to ensure aircraft eclipsed its 
challengers from the Army and overseas 
services such as those from Singapore.

T h is  w as CPO  S is k a ’s seco n d  
C oncourse  d ’E legance aw ard a t the 
Australian International Airshow.

He had earlier won the award for the 
best military fixed wing aircraft when he 
turned out a sparkling HS 748 electronic 
warfare trainer.

CPO Siska’s experience was an essen
tial component toward’s 805 Squadron’s 
award and hopefully will be the first of 
m any awards presented to the N avy’s 
Super Seasprites.
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A  m u s i c a l  f a r e w e l l
By LCDR M ick G allagher

Navy m usicians from  around A ustralia arrived in 
Sydney to farewell W O M USN  Leslie W right after 39 
years in the RAN.

The farewell BBQ luncheon was held at' the RAN 
Band Sydney Detachment studio at Waterloo.

WO Wright joined as a Junior Musician at HMAS 
Cerberus in 1965, studying com et, bugle, drum  and 
later oboe and saxophone.

WO Wright had a variety o f postings including the 
1992 ANZAC Exchange with the RANZN as Assistant 
Director o f  Music, Training Development Officer, Drum 
major, Conductor, Instrumentalist and Instructor.

“One o f my best sea experiences was serving in the 
aircraft carrier HMAS Melbourne as an AB in 1969-- 
1970. U nfortunately this period was also the time of 
the USS Frank E Evans disaster during exercises in the 
Philippines,” said the WO.

Form er D irector o f Music CMDR Ashley Greedy 
flew in from Norfolk Island for the occasion.

Training Developer WOMUSN Arend Beckendam 
from the Defence Force School o f Music at Simpson 
B arracks said  o f  WO W right, “I ’ve known Shiner 
since 1973 when he was kellick o f  the mess at HMAS 
Cerberus and I was a Junior Musician.”

Old salt, former CPOMUSN Mike Wortham 1959- 
1995, was there, as well as CPOMUSN Mike Vaughan 
from the Queensland Detachment, CPOMUSN Danny 
M ulheron from  Western Australia, CPOM USN Doug 
A ntonoff from  South Australia and W OM USN Dale 
Granger from Tasmania.

T here w ere p ra ises from all includ ing  the XO 
HMAS Kuttabul, LCDR David Jones, DMUS-N LCDR 
Phillip Anderson, and Music Director LEUT Michelle 
Coleman.

IM PR ESSIVE (left):
W O Andrew  Roach from 
805 Squadron a t HMAS 
Albatross, show s Paul 
Th itchener and daughter 
Estelle, the S easprite  heli
copter.
Photo: SG T David Grant
W INNER: T he  Super 
Seasprite and AG M -119B 
Penguin A ir-to-Surface 
M issile at the  Australian 
International Airshow. 
Photo: POATV G eoff 
Goodwin
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Learning the lingo
Culture clash for Navy writer in East Timor

By CpI Dam ian Shovell
Being one of only two Navy members deployed to 

East Timor’s OP Spire has presented more than a few 
challenges for one Navy writer.

PO Janelle Scrase joined the operation in December 
2004, for a six month deployment with the predomi
nantly Army Support Company at Moliana where shes 
had to adjust not only to the work environment, but to 
the Army way of doing things in her role as the opera
tion’s pay clerk.

“Admin is definitely a big thing, it’s very different 
in the Army,” she said.

“I had no idea what I was going to do when I got 
here, and I ’ve had to learn the Army lingo as well.”

But she said copping the infrequent ribbing for 
saying “scran” and “cabin” and having to don the occa

sional beret has added to the enjoyment o f participating 
in a land-based operation.

Her role has also required she adjust to working 
with the UN to organise allowances, conduct banking 
in Dili, and familiarise herself with the Air Force pay 
system as she administers Air Force personnel in D ili’s 
Aero Medical Evacuation team.

She said being able to travel in East Timor, and 
the weekly 20-minute flight to the capital are some ol 
the perks o f the deployment she enjoys most, and has 
formed a few close friendships in both the Army and 
the Bangladeshi Air Force who fly her in a Bel 212 to 
Dili on “Ban Air”.

PO Scrase joins HMAS Stirling  shortly after the 
completion o f  her deployment and is looking forward 
to returning to the west.

fjjp Defcredit
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Albatross 
memorial

By G raham  Davis
Members o f  sh ips’ companies o f  

Creswell and A lbatross are to help 
raise $30,000 for a m em orial court
yard in the grounds o f  the Shoalhaven 
D istrict Memorial Hospital, Nowra.

The campaign to raise the money was 
launched on Remembrance Day during a 
small ceremony at the hospital.

It is hoped the memorial will be offi
cially  opened on R em em brance D ay  
2005.

Work has already  begun on som e 
aspects o f the project w ith a m ontage 
o f photographs and artists impressions, 
some supplied by the N avy Im agery  
U nit /A lbatross, and  tracing  D efence 
involvement in the Shoalhaven since 
CAPT James Cook, to be unveiled in a 
hallway leading to the outside display.

A lb a tro ss  g ra p h ic  a r t is t  I r e n e  
Harmsworth is preparing the montage.

The focal point o f the memorial w ill 
be two pools.

One will have an olive tree growing 
in it symbolising the continuing goal for 
peace in our world.

The second w ill have a tw o-thirds 
scale bronze statue.

It will depict a returning serviceman 
embracing his wife, son and daughter.

The son will be wearing dad’s slouch 
hat.

The pools w ill be linked w ith a 
bridge.

The gardens surrounding the ponds 
will grow a range o f Australian ground 
cover plants w ith  strategic p lan tings 
simulating the Southern Cross o f the 
ANZUS alliance.

The project coordinator is the hos
p ita l’s D irec to r o f  N ursing , W alter 
DeRuyter.

He said the “back home” memorial 
would recognise the commitment by the 
people o f the Shoalhaven to one’s coun
try during war and peace.

“We are a unique community in that 
our involvement in the protection o f our 
country and nation extends from the past 
to the present day.

“ We h av e  a la rg e  n u m b e r o f  
returned service men and women in the 
Shoalhaven along with an equally large 
number of current serving members o f 
the Defence forces through our naval 
bases at HMAS Creswell and Albatross.

“This m em orial garden will reflect 
the continuing involvement o f  the people 
o f the Shoalhaven in the protection o f 
our nation and o f the unwavering support 
by the community o f our local hospital.”

He po in ted  ou t that the hosp ita l 
retained the name “memorial” in its title, 
reinforcing the importance o f  the com
munity in establishing hospital services 
in the Shoalhaven, as it was a commu
nity fundraising campaign which helped 
raise enough funds to build the city ’s 
first public hospital in the 1950s.

“The courtyard will be designed with 
the theme ‘back hom e’ as these words 
ring in the memory o f all those who rem
inisced about home while they served 
our country here and abroad.

Shoalhaven Hospital has 140 beds 
and continues to treat returned and serv
ing Defence members and their families.

T he  C o m m a n d in g  O ff ic e r  o f  
Albatross, CMDR Steve Elms, was one 
o f a group o f people who assembled at 
the hospital in November to launch the 
appeal.

“We would like to unveil the com
pleted memorial on Remembrance Day 
2005,” Mr DeRuyter said. U NFA M ILIAR  TERRITORY: POW TR Janelle  Scrase enjoys her role as the AD F pay representative in 

M oliana, East Timor. Photo: CPL Dam ian Shovell

You now have the opportunity to 
own a limited edition print by the 
renowned Artist Ralph Tiedemann 
and poet “Bernice”

This spectacular display of contemporary graphic art pays homage to the Anzac 
heroes to which we owe the freedom we all enjoy today.

Combined with the poetry “Southern Soldiers”, this piece will command reverence 
wherever it is viewed.

This commemorative masterpiece can be purchased at RSL clubs across Australia 
or online at www.coppthat.com for only AU$165 inc. GST, plus postage and 
handling.

(Allow up to 21 days delivery)
Approximate frame size 580mm by 480mm - paper stock 200gsm Impress Silk. 
Part proceeds proudly going to the RSL welfare fund.
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Patrol boat
celebrates
Fremantle reaches 25 years 
as crew mark anniversary

HM AS Frem antle (LCDR Ainsley 
M orthorpe), the first o f  the Frem antle 
Class in the RAN, achieved 25 years o f 
service on M arch 17.

Commissioned in Lowestoft, Suffolk, 
in the U nited  Kingdom , the ship was 
the model from which the following 14 
Fremantle Class Patrol Boats were built 
over the next few years in QLD.

As the Frem antle Class is about to 
be steadily replaced by the A ustralian 
built Armidale Class, reaching 25 years 
service will be a difficult feat for other 
patrol boats.

Fremantle’s  crew celebrated the anni
versary while the ship conducted a short 
period o f maintenance in between opera
tions in Darwin.

A longside the D arw in Naval Base 
the youngest member of the ship’s com
pany, SM BM  D ale Lynn, jo in ed  the 
Commanding Officer to cut the birthday 
cake in the ship’s company mess.

Just one-week earlier SMBM Lynn 
was hard at work conducting operations 
off the North Australian coast in support 
o f  the Commander Northern Command.

As the first o f class, FIMAS Fremantle 
has had a plethora o f interesting experi
ences, and has many impressive statistics 
to her name:
■  She is the only Australian Patrol Boat 

to serve in the A tlantic, Indian and 
Pacific Oceans.

■ She is the only Australian Patrol Boat 
to transit the Suez Canal.

■  Flome-ported in Sydney and Darwin.
■  Crewed as both a Permanent Crew and 

also as a Reserve Crew.
■ 17 Commanding Officer’s.
■  Steamed 524,000 nautical miles.
■  Underway (at sea, not at anchor) for 

51,500 Flours (5 years and 10 months).

HAPPIER T IM E S  (above): During the A de la ide  C lipsal 500 m otor race, Sea H awk aircrew  took the Skinner 
fam ily fo r a fly  in th e  Sea Hawk Helicopter. Photo: LAC M ike Lucas  
HOT CAR (below ): CPO  Doug Antonoff, A B  Ryan Stott, PO Rory M cK innon, A B  Steve Tabe, AB  Mat 
Robinson, A B  Fred W hitson, LS Joel W alker get a look at the ‘V B ’ race car. Photo: SGT Brent Tero

Family flies high
The Skinner family had the ride of their life on a 

Royal Australian Navy Seahawk helicopter during the 
recent Clipsal 500 motor race in Adelaide.

It was a fitting reward for the family from the Eyre 
Peninsula, whose property at Greenpatch was devastated 
during recent fires.

The family were guests o f the Australian Red Cross 
at the Clipsal 500.

The Seahawk, from 816 Squadron at Nowra in NSW, 
provided spectators at the races with a display o f its fly
ing abilities.

STANDING TALL: POB Glen Luland, SM N BM  Dale Lynn, AB C K  S im on Flales, 
LSBM Jarrah Parker and ABBM  C linton M urphy stand on the fo rcastle  of HMAS 
Fremantle. Photo: LSPH Kaye Adam s

T h e  C r e s t  H o te l
111 Dariinghuret Rd, Kings Cross NSW  2011

R a te s  Ind. G ST, R oom s &  pa rk ing  sub ject to  ava ilab ility
Bookings Phone: 1800 221 805 Fax: 9368 0673

Email: reservations@thecresthotel.com.au 
www.thecresthotel.com.au 

E x p e r ie n c e  th e  s ig h ts , s o u n d s  &  s u r r o u n d s !

http://www.smartsalary.com.au
mailto:reservations@thecresthotel.com.au
http://www.thecresthotel.com.au


Sailing to Middle Earth
Aust and New Zealand form 
fellowship forTasmanex 05

PICTURESQUE: H M A S  Parram atta  sa ils  o u t o f D u n e d in  H a rb o u r  d u rin g  th e  
re c e n t T a s m a n e x  0 5  jo in t e x e rc is e . Photo: ABPH  Helen Frank

By Graham  Davis
Ships and aircraft from Australia and New Zealand 

joined together for the second major jo in t exercise of 
the year, Tasmanex 05.

This year’s exercise began on February 15 with a 
Fleet departure from Fleet Base E ast,

The fleet headed across the Tasm an to the NZ 
Exercise Area o ff the northeast o f the North Island.

RAN units participating included HMAS Parramatta 
(CM DR M ike Noonan), HMAS M elbourne  (CMDR 
Tony Raeside) HMAS Tobruk (CMDR Nick Bramwell) 
HMAS Farncomb (LCDR M ark Potter) and HMAS 
Melville (CMDR Tony Withers.)

HMNZ Ships Te Kaha, Te Maria, Canterbury and 
Endeavour represented the host nation.

This year’s exercise was significant for the New

Zealand navy because it was Canterbury’s  final exercise 
before she decommissioned on March 23.

The annual maritime exercise involved a range of 
training activities to develop and test warfighting and 
seamanship skills.

Activities included officer o f the watch, anti-sunbma- 
rine, anti-surface and anti-air defence serials, surface 
and anti-air gunnery, together with internal damage con
trol exercises and engineering casualty control drills.

The exercise concluded on March 3 w ith a Fleet 
Entry to Auckland Harbour to mark the start of RNZN 
Navy Week.

Australian ships took part in the open day on March
5.

The open day was a huge success w ith the New 
Zealand public.

Steering the correct course

Flight of the navigators
By LCDR Ben C lark

Students o f  the L ong N avigation  
course jou rneyed  to A uck land , N ew  
Zealand to join HMAS Parramatta last 
month for the seagoing phase o f their 
training.

For two weeks from M arch 5, they 
inhabited OIF com partm ent amongst a 
maze o f trestle tables, charts, navigation 
instruments and publications.

Barely finding tim e to sleep, they  
would emerge only to conduct another 
high pressure run through the breathtak
ing confines o f Pelorus Sound and Queen 
Charlotte Sound on New Zealand’s South 
Island.

The arduous training and assessment 
period took the ship and the students 
through their paces, testing all facets o f 
navigation and bridgemanship.

Armed only with their learning, plus 
a good helping o f coffee, chocolate and

maccas, and facing the formidable chal
lenge of navigating a 3,800 tonne warship 
at speeds o f up to 20 knots through the 
confined channels, the students under
stood their responsibility and accepted 
the challenge.

T heir p rep a ra tio n  and com posure 
was further tested when pelorus repeats, 
gyros, GPS and even their sight were 
removed from their repertoire of naviga
tional aids.

Having to navigate whilst seated on 
the deck facing aft w ith only a chart, 
a stopwatch and a navigation plan is a 
feat few could accomplish and must be 
admired.

The four successful students (right), 
LEUT K ristin Devlin, LEUT Brendan 
O ’Hara, LEUT Grant White and LEUT 
Sam Woolrych are congratulated on the 
fine professional and personal achieve
ment in becoming the latest members o f 
the Navigation fraternity.

Melbourne Accommodation 
Defence Force 

Special
*$153 Double Room 3 Nights ($51 per night) 
* $ 1 1 4  Double Room 2 Nights ($57 per night)

O  100 metres to Chapel Street 
O  100 metres South Yarra Station 
O  Melbourne CBD 10 minutes 
O  Tram at our door

Stay in Melbourne's most happening location 
Surrounded by Pubs, Night Clubs, Shops, 

Cinemas, Cafe's, Restaurants
Bookings 03 9826 8000

info@ hotelclarem ont.com

Hotel Claremont Guest House 
189 Toorak Road South Yarra 3141 

www.hotelclaremont.com
su b je c t to  a lte ra tion

DO YOU HOLD A CURRENT TOP SECRET POSITIVE VET (TSPV) 
SECURITY CLEARANCE?
Are you planning to leave, or have you recently left the Services? Are you a team player 
w ho can also w ork  w ith ou t supervision and do you have good comm unication and 
customer service skills? Then w e  would like to know about your experience and skills!

S te p p in g  S to n e s  T o  W e a lth
Always wanted an Investment Property but 

never thought you could afford it?

Daily Basis is a hard w orking , customer focused team that has been providing web 
development, technical w riting , documentation, graphic design, 
training and other related support services to Australian G overnm ent and corporate clients 
for over 10 years. Our various services are designed to com plem ent each other - we offer 
complete solutions to our clients.

We are a Government Endorsed Supplier and w e have a num ber o f exciting and 
challenging projects in Canberra that need TSPV security cleared s ta ff for various roles, 
including Technical W riting, Web Development, Graphic Design, Project Management, 
Data Entry and other support work.

Employment arrangem ents are negotiable, dependent on experience and qualifications.

Well think again. Building up your investment portfolio is as 
simple as taking one step at a time. Start with smaller types of 
property and build your way up. Create a solid foundation to 
support you and then grow from there.

TPO has a range of starter options to help kick-start that 
investment dream of yours. Properties from as little as $105K 
or $50p/w (to approved applicants).

Call TPO now to discuss what you can do to create wealth and 
financial freedom.

d a ily  bSSiS  Interested? Please send us your resume.
Email: lucy@dailybasis.com.au
Phone: Lucy O 'Donnell (02) 6282 9797

Web: www.dailybasis.com .au

VEHICLE SALARY PACKAGING AT FLEETNETWORK.COM.AU

http://www.naw.gov.au/publications
mailto:info@hotelclaremont.com
http://www.hotelclaremont.com
mailto:lucy@dailybasis.com.au
http://www.dailybasis.com.au
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FROM ONLY $75 PER WEEK
$3,000 worth of petrol cards to be won

A dvertisem ent

Can you afford not to have 
car insurance....

Next to  yo u r hom e your veh ic le  
is p robab ly  your m ost im portant 
asset. You need the  peace of m ind 
know ing tha t shou ld  your veh ic le  be 
involved in an accident, be stolen, 
o r dam aged, you w ill be able to  get 
back on the  road quickly, w ith as little 
d isruption to  your life as possible.
O ne of the  m ajor concerns when 
you m ove is m aking sure your ca r 
insurance covers you in other states 
w ith in  Austra lia . The M em berC are 
car insurance po licy provides active 
ADCU m em bers w ith a guarantee 
tha t th e ir prem ium  w ill not a lter if they 
change w here  they live anyw here in 
Austra lia  during the current renewal 
period. So th a t’s one hassle you 
can avoid w hen you move.
M em b erC are  M otor Insure at a 
glance:
•  No c la im  bonus protection
•  L ife tim e guaran tee on repairs
•  The cost o f tow ing or transport of 

your veh ic le  a fte r an accident
•  Em ergency expenses and 

tem pora ry  em ergency repairs
•  Agreed va lue for accidenta l loss 

o r dam age

•  New  replacem ent veh ic le  if tota l 
loss w ith in  firs t 12 m onths

•  C over for un insured tra ile r
•  If you relocate, no change  to 

prem ium  until renewal date
•  S im ple, easy to  understand  

po licy
•  Fast, personal response to  your 

c la im s
•  Easy fo rtn igh tly  prem ium  

paym ents
$ 5 0  Cash Back O ffer
If you take  out a M em berC are  m otor 
veh ic le  po licy on a veh ic le  fo r which 
a loan has been funded by Austra lian 
D efence C redit U nion between 
1 A pril and 30 Ju n e  2005  you will 
rece ive  a cash back o f $50*. This 
w ill he lp  to meet any ‘ex tra ’ expenses 
you m ight be cons ide ring  like seat 
covers, car mats, new  C D ’s or o ther 
accessories.
For m ore in form ation o r an 
ob liga tion  free quote, ring 
1300 13 23 28, v is it our w eb site 
w w w .ad cu .co m .au  o r see your 
loca l branch.
• If the policy is cancelled within the first 6 
months, the $50 will be withdrawn.

Get Behind the Wheel 
of Your New Car

Apply now - ring 1300 13 23 28, 
or see your local ADCU branch.

A u s t r a l i a n  D e f e n c e
C R E D I T  U N I O N

cashbackAon your motor vehicle insurance

Rates curren t 1.4.05. Repayment based on $20 ,000  loan over 7 year term  at a rate o f 
7 .75% pa (comparison rate 7.88% pa). Terms an d  conditions, fees and charges 

apply, available on  application. W A R N IN G : This comparison rate is true 
only for the example given and m ay n o t include all fees and charges. 

Different terms, fees o r o ther loan  am ounts m ight result in
different com parison rates (available at www.adcu.com.au). 

a** Terms and C onditions apply.

L e t t e r s

Armidales alright 
by boat crews

B u l l e t i n  b o a r d

■  Rugby players reunite 
Get together planned
RANRU invites all past p layers and 
m anageria l s ta ff to attend a reunion 
in Sydney on Sunday, May 15 to ce l
ebrate 25 years o f  the current National 
In terservice Competition. The reunion 
is open to all players who took the field 
and managerial staff who in some capac
ity has kept RANRU the force it is today. 
The first National Interservice was con
ducted in Sydney with RANRU convinc
ing winners. The reunion will be held at 
Coogee Oval from 1.30pm to cheer on 
Navy v RAAF. For further information 
please contact CMDR Steve Thompson 
steve .th o m p so n l@ d e fen ce .g o v .a u  or 
WO L in to n  Lee lin ton.lee@ defence. 
gov.au  o r WO M ario C inello m ario. 
cinello@defence.gov.au.

■  N ew  chapter beckons  
Navy writers reunion
The national reunion o f Royal Australian 
Navy W riter Branch personnel, both serv
ing and ex-serving, and partners will be 
held at Stamford Grand, Glenelg, from 
September 30 to October 3. Information 
regarding activities and registration is 
available from the organising committee 
at PO Box 344, Brighton SA 5048, www. 
ranwriters.com or pmmail@senet.com.au.

This letter is in  reply to SMN Stubbs’ 
letter from the Volume 48, M arch 24, 
2005 edition o f  N avy News.

The new Armidales have a lot o f bet
ter capabilities over the Fremantle class 
boats.

The Fremantle class boats are a fleet 
o f  22 to 25-year-old vessels and have 
been patched up for a lot o f years now.

C onsidering  they  w ere orig inally  
scheduled to be decomissioned in 1999, 
the Armidales are the way o f the future.

Yes they are manned by less person
nel, but that comes down to the newer 
technology, (i.e. it won’t take eight crew 
to put the seaboat in the water.

As for the 25mm cannon up front, it 
is not like we will ever be sent to a full 
scale war.

The 40/60 bofors on the Fremantle is 
1930-vintage and needs a crew o f three to 
run it from the mount whereas the 25 mm 
cannon requires one man from the con
sole and it will be more effective.

Life on a Freo isn ’t as easy as you 
think. M aybe you would like to give it 
a try.
ABM T A dam  “T inker” R idley

W o r l d  w e b s i t e s
Pirates foiled (RN website)
On M arch 16, a m ultina tional N aval 
Task Group in the A rabian Sea, under 
UK command, including warships HMS 
Invincib le, HM S N ottingham  and US 
Coastguard Cutter Munro, responded at 
short notice to a request for assistance 
from  the In ternational Piracy U nit in  
Kuala Lumpur. In a text-book operation, 
the h ijacked vessel was tracked down 
and teams boarded two boats. One was 
established to be a Thai registered fishing 
vessel with a crew o f  23 -  hijacked from 
Somali waters two days earlier.

How to get published
N a v y  N e w s  w o u ld  lik e  to  

en co u rag e  its readers to  w rite  
in and express th e ir view s.

P re feren ce  w ill be g iven  to  
typ ed  letters or e -m ails  o f up to  
250  words.

L e tte rs  w ill o n ly  be  p u b 
lis h e d  w hen  th e y  in c lu d e  th e  
a u th o r ’s n a m e , s h ip  o r u n it  
(w h e re  a p p lic a b le ) ,  lo c a t io n  
an d  contact num ber.

N ote  that the au th o r’s details  
ca n  b e  w ith e ld  fro m  p r in t if 
requested.

Send letters to:
T he Editor N avy News  
R8-LG -039  
R ussell O ffices  
D ep t of Defence  
C anberra ACT 2600.

P h o n e  (0 2 )  6 2 6 6  7 7 0 7 , fa x  
( 0 2 )  6 2 6 5  6 6 9 0  o r  e -m a i l :  
n a v y n e w s @ d e fe n c e n e w s .g o v . 
au

H a v e  y o u r  s a y

With the  advent o f Sportex acitiv ities in both the east and  
west of the coun try  is the Navy now figh ting  fit?

Phone: 1300 13 23 28 Web: www.adcu.com .au
Australian Defence C red it Union Lim ited

http://www.navy.gov.au/publications
http://www.adcu.com.au
http://www.adcu.com.au
mailto:steve.thompsonl@defence.gov.au
mailto:cinello@defence.gov.au
mailto:pmmail@senet.com.au
mailto:navynews@defencenews.gov
http://www.adcu.com.au


TRAIL RIDE: ABSTD C hris  Dunglison, SC SO  Kayleen 
ABCSO Suzie M onaghan, LSSTD Peter M ilton, LSCSO 
Moses get the ir cam els le d b y  LS ET Steve Hill.

iwman,
'h o m a i

PERFECT VIEW : ABBM  
Ben Herpich, ABC IS  G lenn 

\A/illats and ABCSO  M ark 
|c v . jjMJsopp in { rq n t i j f t f ie  

, Sphinx a j j r f f ’yram ids.

W ILD LIFE: POPH Dami§ 
Pawlenko m eets som e of I 
locals and goes for a cairn 
ride in Cairo.

fTOUR GROUP:
Som e o f Anzac’s
I  crew take a 

JS breather at the 
base  of a  pyramid.

?rom HfvlAS S 6 t off to
do a tout o f E gypt w hile  tha  
ship is anchored near the 
entrance to the Suez Canal.

GO AUSSIE GO: Crew m em bers from  Anzac proudly 
hold up the Australian flag  during the ir v is it to the pyra
mids of Egypt. A LL PH O TO S: POPH Damian Pawlenko



LIGHTER SIDE

FASTER (M ain ): T h is  Navy 
m em ber is spurred along by his 
team  m ates during  the last leg 
of the C oonaw arra  Cup “dress 
for action s ta tions” relay.

Photo: LSPH Kaye Adamsf

WHOEVER STOLE THEM SftNDS 
A LOT LK5 THAN MY ViiPE DOES /

CROSSWORDS
p ro u d ly  sp o n so red  b y

ADCU

HMAS WORT p r o u d ly  sp o n so red  by
A U ST R A L IA N  D E F E N C E  

C R E D IT  U N IO N

Call our 24-hour phonelink 130013 23 28 or visit our website at www.adcu.com.au

Jock there, actually donates 
a lot o f money to charities.

And he actually likes 
to remain anonymous.

So he doesn't actually 
sign the cheques.

The Australian Defence Credit Union
Level 8, 1 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000

1300 13 23 28

Dikko
[sw eoN fc stole my credit cardsT]

~ \ r

x m i - m t  m  p o r t e d  
IT TO THE POLICE ?

ACROSS
3 Which rerunning TV  

series stars Alan Alda 
(4)

5 Which Sth American 
tree has leaves that 
contain cocaine (4)

7 To throw with great 
effort is to what (5)

8 Which N S W  Rugby 
League team is known 
as the Steelers (9)

9 W hat is something 
strikingly new (5)

10 Which of the panthera 
leo have no mane (9)

11 W hat is Europe’s 
highest active volcano, 
near Sicily (2,4)

14 W hat are matters of 
wide public concern 
(6)

19 Which role did 21
Across take......
Dundee (9)

20 To come out of a state 
of sleep is to what (5)

21 W ho took the part of 19 
Across (4,5)

22 Informally what is a 
racecourse tout (5)

23 The career of which 
British racing driver 
lasted from 1947 to 
1962, Stirling .... (4)

24 Which unit of weight is 
one thousandth of a Kg 
(4)

DOWN
1 W ho is the ‘ghost who 

walks’ (7)
2 The rescue of a vessel 

from shipwreck or the 
like is what (7)

3  Who was an Australian 
actor in 19 Across,
John .... (7)

4 In AFL who is the 
champion Hawthorn 
ruckman, P a u l.... (6)

5 Which frame holds the 
body and engine of a 
motor vehicle (7)

6 W hat is a ceremonial 
procession (7)

12 W hat is also called a 
cyclone (7)

13 W hen one titillates, one 
does what (7)

15 W hat is also known as 
the breastbone (7)

16 W hat is a rapid upward 
swell (7)

17 A gun on the hip is a 
what (7)

18 W hat is an Australian 
soldier known as (6)

The Coonawarra Cup holds an 
unusual place on the northern sports 
calender.

The Cup is traditionally a novelty 
event held in conjunction w ith the 
M elbourne Cup, but this year was 
moved so it could be used as an “ice 
breaker” for new personnel and those 
returning from leave.

A to tal o f  13 events w ere con
tested, consisting o f  challenges both 
mental and physical.

The events ranged from the Nasbin 
500 (competitors negotiating a wheel- 
ie bin around a course), to  the iron

by Bob Dikkenburg

Cup runneth over A u s t r a l ia n  D e f e n c e
C R E D I T  UN I ON

guts (not for mem bers with a week 
stomach).

The 11 teams that took part came 
from patrol boats and elsewhere in 
Larrakeyah barracks.

In wet conditions, all too common 
for the cyclone season, the competi
tion was fiercely fought.

With a novelty event comes the 
novelty o f leaving the uniform home 
for the day, and there was always 
going to be a bearded sailor wearing 
a dress.

A fter a good fun forenoon, the 
overall winner o f the Coonawarra Cup 
for 2005 was the Bosuns store.

D RESSED  UP: Team m em bers ass ist the ir next relay run
ner in getting fu lly clothed. Photo: LSPH Kaye Adam s

Movies taught m e ...
f  It is a lw ays possible to  park d irectly  outside 

any build ing you are visiting.
A de tec tive  can on ly  so lve a  case once he 
has been suspended from  duty.

' If you dec ide  to s ta rt danc ing  in the  street, 
e ve ryo n e  you bum p in to  w ill know  a ll the 
steps.
M ost laptop com puters are powerful enough 
to  o ve rrid e  the  co m m u n ica tio n  sys te m s  of 
any invading alien civilization, 

s Police D epartm ents give the ir o fficers person
ality tests to make sure they are deliberate ly 
assigned a  partner w ho is th e ir total opposite.

' Any lock can be picked by a cred it card or a 
paper c lip  in seconds, unless it’s the door to  a 
burn ing building w ith a child trapped inside. 
An e le c tr ic  fence, pow erfu l enough to  kill a 
d inosaur w ill cause no lasting dam age to an 
e ight-year-o ld  child.
T e lev is ion  news b u lle tins  u su a lly  con ta in  a

at that pre-

http://www.naw.gov.au/publications
http://www.adcu.com.au


C H ILD S  PLAY: HMAS 
Kanim bta ’s  ABW TR  Laura 
Soden w ith local children 
from the  earthquake-effected 
island o f Nias.
Photo: A B PH  BradleyIN KEY: HM AS A n za c ’s ABCIS P a u l  

Salmeri puts his s ing ing skills to th e ' 
test in the Anzac Idol com petition. 

Photo: POPH D am ien Pawlenko

[ G O O D  CAUSE:
C M D R  Sim on O ’Brien 

|  does his b it for char- 
> ity onboard HMAS 
| Anzac. The crew  ! 
| took tu rns  riding a j 

b ike fo r 30m ins dur- j 
ing A n za c ’s  transit j 
th rough the  Suez j 
Canal.
Photo: POPH  
Dam ien Pawlenko.

^ T A S T Y  T R E A T S ;\A B C K  Nathan 
« R etzclaff from  HM AS A n zac  pre- 

’ pares hot cross buns fo r Easter. 
Photo: POPH Dam ien Pawlenkd*

yMft m I ■..&?§ j / t s ,
t  O A M E  ONI: Aviation Crew  from  Anzac  enjoy a 
S g a m e  of ‘Uckers’ on the fligh tdeck during the ir 
t r a n s i t  through the S u ez  Canal.
. i / W ' , . P h o to : PO PH  D a n jie n  P a w le n ko

GANGWAY
Navy News -  www.navv.gov.au /publications -  April 21, 2005

YOUR HOMEWORK. 
ASK ABOUT A 

DEFCREDIT HOME LOAN!

D e fe n c e  F o rc e  C re d it U n ion  L im ite d  A different kind „ f  hankine
ABN 57 087 651 385 AFSL 234582 M CHL090305 d i f f e r e n t  K i n a  O J D U U K in g

Defcredit has created more flexible home 
loans to help you purchase your home, or to 
make investing in property a reality. In terms 
of affordability, security and flexibility, they all 
rank very highly.

Talk to a Home Loan Consultant today - you’ll 
simply find us more flexible.
Visit one of our Member Service Centres 
around Australia, call 1800 033 139 or click on 
www.defcredit.com.au

T erm s a n d  C o n d itio n s  apply.

http://www.navv.gov.au
http://www.defcredit.com.au


"'K T ew  hope has 
j^ k j  been breathed 

JL ^  jnto .the pros- ■ 
pecs that HMVS 
Cerberus  be pre- j 

served with the - j  
dignity that j |  

II. she deserves, m 
,§ given her  *X

D iv o r c e  
S epa r a tio n  
P r o b l e m s ?

AUSREMOVALS P/L 

Regular Service 
QLD-NSW-ACT-VIC

• Obligation free quote
• Packaging & Storage
• Accredited Removal ist
• A move to suit you

Ph 07 5522 1300 
Fax 07 5529 2359 

ausremovals@bigpond.com
OW NED AND 

OPERATED BY EX 
SERVICE PERSONNEL

A  P r o f e s s i o n a l

R e s u m e

is the key to launching 
your career in civilian life.

We v is it and assist you with:

CVs ■ Resumes • Cover Letters
■ Selection Criteria ■ Interview 
tips ■ Job search techniques ■

P r e c i s i o n  R e s u m e s  
0411  6 2 9  555 o r  
(0 2 ) 9 6 3 6  7848
(incl. evening* &  weekends)

FLEETNETWORK FOR VEHICLE SALARY PACKAGING 08 92482225

life for old seadog
Guns rise from 100 year slumber

role in Victoria’s and A ustralia’s 
history.

March 3, 2005, was a blue let
ter day for Cerberus. All four 

guns were removed from their 
turrets for the first time in over 

a century. As each  gun 
w eighs app rox im ate ly  

18 tonnes their removal 
will ease the load on 
the remaining structure 
by 72 tonnes.

C e r b e r u s  w a s  
launched in D ecember 

1868 at the Palm er 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  

C om pany W orks 
at Jarrow  on the 
Tyne R iver, UK. 
H e r v o y a g e  to 
M elb o u rn e  took  
five m on ths and 
she  a r r iv e d  on 
April 9, 1871.

Upon her arriv
al in M elbourne 
sh e  s p e n t  an  
ac tive  and  long 
career w ithin the 
confines o f  Port 
Phillip Bay.

C e r b e r u s  w a s  a  u n i q u e  w a r s h i p  a n d  n o t c h e d
7; f e ^ p M j g p

■ No sails - m asts or yards 
Central superstructure

■  Turrets at ends of superstructure
■ C o n n in g  to w e r & v ita ls  p ro te c te d  by an a rm o u re d  

breastw ork/citadel

She served for over 50 years
-  w hich is a rem arkable record 
for any warship.

Cerberus was flagship o f the 
V ictorian  C o lon ial N avy. She 
transferred to the Commonwealth 
naval forces upon Federation in 
1901 and becam e an inaugural 
unit o f the Royal Australian Navy, 
when formed in 1911.

Declared surplus to the Navy 
in 1924, she was sold to a salvage 
company, stripped o f any fixtures 
o f value and the rem aining hulk 
was offered for sale.

Scuttled as a b reakw ater in 
September 1926 at B lack Rock, 
Cerberus has remained there ever 
since.

R eg re tfu lly , in  D ecem b er 
1993, a storm triggered the col
lapse o f her hull making it impos
sible to refloat her and relocate 
her.

M arine engineers GHD Pty 
Ltd have recently completed two 
reports on Cerberus and conclude 
that she can still be stabilised by 
lifting her from above, then plac
ing her on an underw ater cradle 
to return her to the original water 
line level.

On October 13, 2004 the State 
G overnment granted funding of 
$80,000 to remove the four guns. 
March 2005, saw the removal of 
the guns. After being coated with 
a preservative and also subjected 
to electrolysis process the four 
guns were placed on the seabed.

T h e  s a l t  th a t  h a s  b een

absorbed by the guns over the 
years will leach back into the sea
water. Therefore placing them on 
the seabed will be a preservation 
measure.

Friends o f  the Cerberus Inc. 
has w orked  very  c losely  w ith 
Heritage Victoria, GHD Pty Ltd 
in addition to the National Trust. 
Friends are seeking jo in t fund
ing from both  the Federal and 
Victorian State Governments for 
$5.5 million ($2.75 million from 
both the Federal and the State) 
re q u ire d  fo r s ta b il isa tio n  of 
Cerberus.

H ow ever, tim e is sho rt as 
Cerberus is in danger o f  total col
lapse from the failure o f her main 
beams that support the weight of 
her two turrets -  they weigh about 
200 tonnes each (even w ith the 
removal o f the guns).

The stab ilisa tion  w orks are 
critical for Cerberus -  w ithout 
them  she w ill have no future 
whatsoever. Such w orks have a 
design life o f 50 years and require 
minimal m aintenance. Cerberus 
would then arise from the waters.

F u rth e r d e ta ils  re la tin g  to 
C erberus and the activ ities of 
Friends o f  the Cerberus Inc. can 
be obtained from  their w ebsite 
www. cerberus. com .au

Protect yourself and your children. 
C ontact M a r k  W illia m s

G eneral C ouncil

• Long association with Department o f 
Defence personnel.

• Specialising in Family Law both 
in relation to marital and de-facto 
relationships.

• Intricate knowledge o f DFRDB/MSBS

Ph:(02) 9263 3233 
1800 451 343

m f w @ w h i t e b a r n e s .c o m .a u

WHITE BARNES 
Solicitors

Also specialising in -
• Disciplary Processes • Criminal Law •

• Professional Negligence •
Offices in Sydney, Parramatta and Gosford.

We also provide interstate referrals.

FO RM ER GLORY: HMVS Cerberus as she appeared at the  turn  of last century. Digital im age: A BPH  Kade Rogers

BREAKW ATER: HMVS Cerberus  today. Photo: John Rogers

mailto:ausremovals@bigpond.com
mailto:mfw@whitebarnes.com.au
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Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies Conference 200S

Competition and Cooperation io the Asia-Pacitic Region: Implications for Australia
Opening Address Ur Ric Smith, AO. PSM, Sectary, Departwrf of Defence

Keynote Address Profa3swJonai/ianPoBac*,Pio(essorofAsi3f>an£!Paci6cSfci3es,USNava!VV8fCal]egK

Conference Principals Professor David Shambaugh Professor Chu Shaking
Director China Potcy Program 
The Seorge Washington University

Professor Chu Shuhng

QingSaa University

Pm(m$sxr Stuart Harris, AO
Dsparte^-0‘i«em*t!ofi»i Ri 
A ustrian Natans! Urwersity

Friday 20 May 2005 
Biamey Theatre 
Australian Defence College 
Weston, Canberra
At! enquiries 
Telephoned) 8266 0664 
E-mail ryan§e!mes@df

Where the effort is going... Earning their wings

Enhancing capability
T h e  w a y  a h e a d  for N a v y  m a n a g e m e n t
T he annual N avy C apability  

and B usiness M anagem ent 
Conference was held at HMAS 

Waterhen from M arch 15 to 17.
This y ea r’s them e was “enhanc

ing capability through appropriate and 
focused business processes.”

The conference has been running 
annually for four years and continues to 
grow in support.

It attracted around 200 uniformed 
and civilian participants from all areas 
o f Navy and Defence.

It was primarily provided for newly 
joined staff to Navy and as an update for 
those who are involved in the DLOC/ 
OPA/DMFP process.

The Deputy C hief o f Navy opened 
the conference giving an overview o f 
Navy’s priorities for the coming year.

He told o f the importance o f  contin
uous improvement as constraints in both 
budget and workforce num bers apply 
pressure to do more with less.

“C o rp o ra te  g o v ern an ce  is a lso  
expected to be improving and delivering 
results. Essentially ours is a business 
culture and not only involves ‘always 
doing m ore’ but also ‘always doing bet
ter’

“We m ust learn to measure every
thing -  measurement should be applied 
to all our results — good or bad.”

“I f  we cannot m easure our activ i
ties, then we cannot manage them suf
ficiently.”

His m ain  m essage was th a t we 
should be attem pting to m easure and 
improve our current projects before ini
tiating new ones.”

Further information on this confer
ence and subsequent conferences can 
be found on the Navy website: http:// 
in trane t.de fence .gov .au /navyw eb / or 
from the Directorate o f Navy Business 
Improvement in Navy Headquarters.

Force
Preparation
Em ploym ent
32%

AS THE SAILO R FLIES: L-R New A ircrewm en LSM T N ick Anderson, LSAW ASM  Nathan M inett (Dux), 
POCSSAC N ick Lowe and ABBM Glenn W atson receive the ir w ings at HMAS Albatross.

Photo: LSPH Brad Fullerton

By LCDR M ick Gallagher
T he A ustralia’s M useum  o f  Flight at HM AS 

Albatross (CA PT Grant Ferguson) was a fitting 
venue to  hold a  graduation ceremony when 

four General Service sailors received their w ings as 
A ircrewm en in the RAN.

Among the four graduates o f the 1/2004 Aircrewman 
course was former LSMT Nick Anderson who had been 
used to a life o f  clim bing in and out o f  RAN ships’ 
engine rooms. He is also a cuff-rate qualified ship’s 
diver.

Also to graduate w ere form er ratings POCSSAC 
N ick Lowe, LSAWASM N athan M inett and ABBM 
Glenn Watson.

They now all hold the rank and rate o f LSA.
“It proved to be a w ell motivated and excellent 

result. They do credit to their General Service origins,” 
said the CO of 723 Squadron, LCDR Allen Whittaker.

The course began on June 28, 2004 and involved 
intensive instruction in a  number o f subjects including 
combat survival, aviation medicine, theory o f flight, air 
traffic control and meteorological ground training.

After this ground training the four then embarked 
on an intensive practical airborne phase. This involved 
winching, loadlifting, search and rescue, navigation, and 
surface swimmer operations.

“They were a highly m otivated group w ho w ere 
rew arded w ith above average results,” said C ourse 
Instructor CPOA David Oxley.

Dux o f  the course w as LS N athan M inett w ho 
achieved the best results during the airborne and ground 
school assessment phase o f the course.

“It was an honour to receive the award,” said LS 
Minett. “The course was always challenging and has 
provided us with the skills to be competent aircrew
men.”

The Reviewing O fficer was CAPT M ark G erard 
Campbell -  Chief o f  Staff Aviation.

The Dedication on the W ings was conducted by 
Chaplain Alan Asplin, a former CPOMTH who changed 
over to a CPOAI (Academic Instructor) and completed 
20 years o f full time service.

Navy People 20%

Shape O ur Future 
10%

Capability
M anagem ent
16%

Best Business 
Practice 8% Keep N avy Safe 

14%

MrShane Camody
Deputy Secretary Strategy 
Department of Defsr.cs

Assoc Professor Zhang Yongjin
School of Asian Stedies 
University oi Auctsarid

Dr Geoff Raby
Deputy Secretary ■
Department of Foreign Affairs arsSTmde

Or You Ji
Schsei of Pataca! Setesse • y . :; 
University of New South Wales. ~i V

Professor Hugh White
Strategic and Dsfesce Studies Centre 
Australar, National tMversity

Mr G rm fte  Dobell
ForeigivftSaifa a n i Defence- CormsponrSent 
Radio Austaliafeifaitas 8«»dcas8ng Corporate

Professor Chris fieusiSmft Mr Allan Gyngett
B e c rtv e  Director
Ussy Institute forInternational Policy

Assoc Professor Martin Griffiths
School of Political and international Studies 
Flinders University
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Dependants review welcomed
A successful review of the 
Members with Dependants 

(Separated) policy could act 
as a positive retention tool, 

argues Graham Howatt of the  
Armed Forces Federation

T he Federation w elcom es the review o f 
M em bers w ith Dependants (Separated) 
policy that was outlined recently  in the 

service newspapers.
We also appreciate the opportunity to make 

submissions on the review and the tim e taken 
by the Director o f Service Conditions, GPCAPT 
John Price, and his deputy, Nick Mills, to brief 
the Federation on in the intent o f  the review.

Having had the advantage o f  that briefing, 
the Federation is satisfied that it is the intent of 
the ADF to enhance current policy, not tighten 
it, and provide greater flexibility in determining 
MWD(S) categories. While the Federation does

not encourage members to move unaccom pa
nied, it does support compensation being pro
vided to members who relocate unaccompanied 
for service reasons.

In submissions to the ADF, the Federation 
has suggested the overriding principle o f current 
policy needs to be better articulated to recognise 
its purpose. That is, the need to appropriately 
compensate MWD(S) for the enforced mobility 
caused by being a member o f the ADF. Good 
MWD(S) conditions o f  service policies act as a 
retention tool, particularly at the ranks o f SGT/ 
WO and Capt/MAJ equivalents, an area where 
the ADF continues to experience its greatest 
personnel losses.

We also subm itted that it is fundam ental 
to the conduct o f  this review that the ADF re
visit and re-defm e categorisation o f  m ilitary 
members. This seem s particularly im portant 
for determining MW D and MWD(S) status in 
regard to recognition o f de-facto relationships. 
It would also facilitate an opportunity for the 
ADF to address the perceived inequity between

the MW D(S) and non-custodial parents with 
regard to reunion travel entitlements.

It b ecam e ev id en t during  
co n su lta tio n  w ith  m em bers  
th a t ap p lica tio n s  fo r de-facto  
re la tio n sh ip s  w e re  being  
re jected  w ith o u t w ritten  
exp lan ation

This m ay be seen as a ‘red herring’, but 
we submit that a rejection o f a de-facto rela
tionship effectively prevents categorisation as 
MWD(S) and the entitlements that flow from 
that. A pproving authorities need to be held 
accountable for their decisions. This is another 
enhancement the Federation would like to see 
introduced as a result o f  the MWD(S) review.

In respect o f  non-custodial parents (paying 
child support), it has been the Federation’s quest 
for many years to have these members recog
nised for the purposes of reunion travel, simi

lar to what is currently provided to MWD(S). 
Providing flexible policy and re-defining the 
dependency status o f ADF members could allow 
this quest to be realised.

Column space does not permit full coverage 
o f  remaining submissions but it can be made 
available to members upon request. In brief 
they are:
■  Provide MWD(S) additional leave similar to 

flying, seagoing and field leave, but not in 
addition to those types o f leave, to compen
sate for the time spent away from dependants, 
up to a maximum of 10 days per annum.

■  Remove the requirement for food allowance 
to be FBT reportable on m em bers’ group 
certificates.
The adequacy o f separation allow ance, a 

flow -on entitlem ent from  categorisation  as 
MWD(S), is our remaining concern. However, 
as this allowance is currently the subject o f a 
separate internal review by the ADF and is also 
listed for hearing by the DFRT in November, 
detailed comments now would be premature.

Parramatta gets 
a taste of Chile

U

HOT STUFF: LE UT M arceio 
month exchange onboard the

Zoppi of the Chilean Navy takes in the sights of Sydney a fter recently com ple ting a two- 
friga te  HMAS Parramatta. Photo: ABPH Helen Frank

By LEUT M arceio  Zoppi
ieutenant Marceio Zoppi, 
a principal warfare offic

e r  in the Chilean Navy, 
has just completed a two- 
month exchange with the RAN 
onboard HMAS Parramatta.

During the period, Parramatta 
p a r t i c i p a te d  in  th e  j o i n t  
A ustra lian  and N ew  Z ealand  
exercises O cean P rotector and 
Tasm anex and hosted  the sea 
phase o f the advanced navigation 
long course.

D uring his tim e onboard, 
LEUT Zoppi assum ed the role 
as a s s is ta n t PW O  d u rin g  a 
number of warfare exercises, and 
was able to control a live gun
nery firing. He appreciated the 
p rofessionalism  show n by the 
officers and sh ip’s com pany of

Parramatta during the conduct of 
each o f  these serials.

“It confirmed to me, o f what
I had heard o f  this navy, that it 
is highly professional and how 
it has a great prestige within the 
navies o f this world,” he said.

During the sea phase o f the 
advanced  nav ig a tio n  course, 
LEU T Z o p p i com m ented  on 
the s im ila rities betw een  New 
Zealand and Chile.

“I think it has been a beauti
ful opportunity for the Australian 
people to see this place and for 
the officers o f the watch to train 
in,” he said.

“ H a v in g  b e e n  a b o a r d  
P arram atta  has been a g rea t 
experience, both professionally 
and personally.”

LEUT Zoppi returns to Chile 
for a position onboard the ship 
Lynch.

Plan delivers $58 million health boost
By PTE John W ellfare

T he latest phase in a 15-year pro
curement plan has recently been 
approved by Government and 

will provide a $58 million boost to the 
ADF’s deployable health capability.

Phase 2B o f  JP2060, the project 
that has been directing Defence’s med
ical upgrades since 1996, is expected 
to keep the ADF health capability at 
the forefront o f the world’s militaries, 
w ith p lanned  purchases including 
AME equipm ent, imaging system s, 
monitoring instruments, forensic den
tistry tools and logistics capabilities.

The Director o f Health Capability 
Development, Group Captain G eoff 
Robinson, said the equipm ent to be 
purchased under Phase 2B w ould 
enhance deployable health capabili
ties and in some cases create whole 
new ones.

“We’ll be able to have a deployable 
forensic dentistry suite, for instance,” 
he said. “C lass E ight or pharm acy 
supplies and blood - that will give us 
the ability to transport blood around 
the world.

“Our AME equipment is a particu
larly important one. W e’ll be able to

upgrade our equipment to allow us to 
carry the very critically ill patients we 
saw coming out o f Bali and out o f the 
tsunami.

“There are certainly a whole range 
o f items that w e’ll look at procuring.

“Now, we haven’t done the procur
ing, we haven’t done the tendering for 
that equipment yet.

“The DMO project office will look 
at various suppliers and various types 
of capability and then request for ten
ders and so on.

“W hat w e’ll be able to input to 
that is getting the best bang for buck,

basically, and getting the latest equip
ment to enhance or upgrade what we 
already have.”

Equipm ent purchases needed to 
be backed up with good staff and the 
right skills, GPCAPT Robinson said.

“While the $58 million doesn’t go 
toward training as such, we have to 
make sure we parallel new equipment 
and the new capability with training,” 
he said. “So it’s also part o f our job to 
make sure that training is always com
plementary to the equipment as well.” 

Director General Defence Health 
Service Air Commodore Tony Austin

said ADF health specialists would be 
better equipped to  support m ilitary 
activities and provide disaster relief.

“It will make a significant differ
ence to our ability to rapidly deploy 
health people in an austere environ
ment,” he said. “There’s no question it 
will enhance our medical capability.

“W hile the focus o f  our health 
service is always on providing a fit 
fighting force, treating battle casual
ties and m axim ising the operational 
capability, we have the skills and we 
have the equipment to be able to oper
ate in many other spaces.”

Get Behind the Wheel of Your New Car

*
A u s t r a l i a n  D e f e n c e

C R E D I T  U N I O N
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SF ENTRY TEST M IN IM U M  STANDARDS:

60 Pushups 
100 S itups 
10 Heaves

2,4K m  Run (Patro l O rde r 7K g/R unners) -11 .30  m in 
R un-D odge-Jum p Test (Patro l O rde r) - 50 Secs 

Sw im  400m  (DPCU &  R unners) - 18 min 
Tread W a te r - 2 m in

15Km  Endurance M arch- 
( 2 iK g  Pack, 7Kg W ebbing +  R ifle) - 2 hr 20 min

A P P L IC A T IO N  PRO CESS:

1 . CO/OC Approval 
2 . U n it Clerk to  book SF Med Board 

(see y o u r RAP)
3. Psych Test fo r Service in  

Special Forces

Selection Clerk 
Selection Group

SFTC, Lone Pine Barracks 
S ing le ton  NSW 2330

SYDNEY 01 Aug; 17 Nov 
BRISBANE - 04 A ug ; 21 Nov 

TOW NSVILLE -  08  Aug; 2 4  N ov  
DARW IN - 11 Aug; 28 N ov 
PLRTH ■ 03 Aua, 17 Nov

1 C do Regt (ARES; SFET: 
-10 /17  APRIL (SYD)

- n ? / m  m i

T h e  S F  E n t r y  T e s t  g e t s  y o u  s t a r t e d .

. . . b u t  i t  t a k e s  a  l o t  m o r e  t o  f i n i s h .

C O U R S E  D A TE S FO R  2 0 0 5 / 2 0 0 6 :
0 1 /0 6  SASR SELECTION COURSE (SAS-SC) LATE FEB - M ID  MARCH 2006; 

0 1 /0 6  COM M ANDO  T R AIN IN G  COURSE (C TC ) 6 FEB - 10 MARCH 2006  
0 2 /0 6  COM M ANDO T R A IN IN G  COURSE (C TC) 10 JULY-11 AUG 2006



Best Pubs:
Arch Rivals, R ourkes Drift, 
Dolly O ’R eilly ’s, The Vic

Best bars:
The C avaneagh, The Pub 
Bar, Squires

Best live music:
Shennanigans, Ducks Nuts, L izard Lounge

Restuarants:
The  Lem on Grass 
(Thai), Tha i Lao 
C hlearn (Thai), 
N irvana (Indian), 
G uiseppes (Italian)

Markets:
M indil Beach Markets (Thursdays dry  
season), N ightcliffe M arkets (Sundays), Parap 
M arkets (Saturday)

Cinemas:
The deckchair 
c inem a (d ry  season), 
B irch C aro l & Coyle 
C asuarina, Cm ax 
Palm erston

RECREATION

In  ihe cu rren t world situation, the ADF is being 
increasingly called on for service in war, peacekeeping 
and disaster relief operauons around the globe.

All Defence Force service, operationally or in training, Lv 
potentially hazardous: Should the worst happen, who 
cares, for the Defence Force families left behind?

O ne organisation does -  and that is Legacy.

Since 1923 Legacy’s ‘promise of care’ has been to provide 
for the welfare of the widows and children of veterans.

Today, Legacy cares for some 133,000 widows and over 
1800 children, and remains dedicated to provide for the 
welfare o f the widows, widowers and children o f veterans 
who have served on  operauons in war. Care is also 
extended to the families o f Regular and Reserve 
members o f the ADF who lose their lives in hazardous 
service, including peacekeeping operations, or in 
training for war.

This is Legacy’s promise to you and  your family. Contact 
Legacy for more information, o r to help as a volunteer or 
donor in this special ‘Legacy o f  Care’.

Call 1800 444 041 o r  visit www.iegacy.eom.au

L e g a c y
C w fe *  le t <4 & V, I S M

Stylish driving
Ken Llewelyn test drives 
the new Peugeot 407, a car 
with a sleek modern design 
that doesn't leave much 
room for disappointment.

O ne area where French manufacturers 
shine is innovative styling. N o one 
could m istake the C itroen C5 as being 

anything but French. And the new Peugeot 
407 doesn’t disappoint.

The car is dom inated by the huge ‘smil
ing’ grille. The headlights have evolved into 
a boom erang shape and the Lion badge is 
huge, but som ehow it all blends into the 
m odem , clean shape o f  Peugeot’s latest 
addition to the A ustralian m arket.

Historically, the French m arque w ell and 
truly gained its reputation for toughness and 
reliability in the 1950s Redex trials w ith a 
203 w inning the event in 1953. And indeed
I took the 407 on 50kms o f d irt road and the 
French luxury car handled the rough roads 
w ith oomph.

Easy riding:
S usp en sio n  has a lw ays been one o f  

Peugeot’s strong points. In the 407, the inde
pendent, multi-link suspension is controlled 
on the SV with electronically controlled vari
able rate dampers.

In au to  m ode, dam ping is constantly  
adjusted providing a high degree of comfort 
w ith reasonable road holding. Pushing the 
sport button gives a much firmer and control
led ride.

The seating is comfortable with a reasona
bly spacious area for rear passengers and good 
size boot. Leather seats, xenon headlights and 
a premium sound system with six stacker add 
to the package.

Under the bonnet:
On the test car, the smooth three litre V6 

punched out 155kW and was perfectly mated 
to a superb, seamless, six-speed auto. Even 
pushing 1715kg of car the performance was 
very good with a claimed 0-100km h time o f 
8.7 secs.

Safety first:
T raction  contro l com bined w ith lead- 

ing-edge technology for emergency braking 
assists to keep you on the road. Eight airbags 
w ith ‘in telligent’ adaptive bags at the front 
and active front head restraints to minimise 
w hiplash injuries are all part o f the safety 
package.

Distance to servo:
Premium fuel is recommended. Expect a 

fuel bum o f 14 litres/lOOkms in the city and 
around 8 litres/lOOkms on the highway.

Before you buy:
French build quality has been criticised but

the test car was OK.. The only criticism 1 had 
was the rather fussy dash controls.

The 407 is really a very appealing car and 
grows on you with time. It was a very com
fortable and quiet car on the open road and 
the V6/six-spccd auto combo was superb.

ADF personnel move around 
a lot and our Where it's 
@ column is aimed at 
introducing people to the 
best of their new town.

Defence Families - who will care?

S W E A T Y  PALMS

The w arrio r w ith in
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R E V  UP W H E R E  IT'S @

Prince o f Persia - 
W arrio r w ith in
X B o x, M A15

The game:
Years o f  strife have passed and the 
Prince, now a battle-hardened out
cast hunted by Fate’s demon forces, 
must embark on a fatal odyssey to 
defy his preordained death.
O nly by sum m oning the infin ite 
powers o f a devastating new combat 
art can he awaken the warrior within 
and emerge w ith his life.

The play:
In order to defy your preordained 
death, you m ust develop unique 
combat styles and combos utilizing 
more than 60 melee weapons, pro
jectiles, the environment, and your 
enemies themselves.
You actually decide your own des
tiny based on your style o f fighting 
and your interaction with the envi
ronments through time travel. 
Interestingly enough, if  you p ick 
up a second weapon your entire list 
o f  m oves changes - for exam ple, 
you can’t grab and throw enemies,

but you can decapitate or split your 
enemy clean in two!

The terrain:
Detailed scenes allow for quite com
plex interaction at times and it can 
become quite technical, especially 
when you are forced to run for your 
life (it happens).
These segments play ju s t like the 
standard platforming scenes, except 
you have no time to think -  you’ve 
got to run like hell and navigate the 
levels on instinct and tw itch reac
tion alone.
Annoyingly, the control quirks that 
are negligible in the norm al p la t
form levels can become more o f an 
issue in these do-or-die situations.

The experience:
The combat style could be seen as 
too complicated. Almost the entire 
array o f  moves is thrust upon the 
player at the beginning o f the game, 
with no gradual learning curve.
It’s easy to make spectacular com

binations by just hitting buttons ran
domly.

Many combat segments take place 
on ledges, which is hilarious when 
enemies are tossed to their doom, 
but aggravating when your acrobat
ics end up with you also flying off 
the cliff. Certainly worth a look if 
you’re a fan o f  intense combat or 
the Prince o f Persia series.

- S Q N L D R  N ic k  Hogan

http://www.iegacy.eom.au
http://www.navy


S P I L T  P O P C O R N

Well dweller returns

V O L U M E  C O N T R O L

Adapt or Die
Everything but 
the Girl 
Ten years of 
remixes 
EMI

T his  1 0  years  of rem ixes  C D  is the perfect 
addition for Everything But T h e  Girl fans -  unless 
you already own all their album s.

A dapt or D ie has all the fam iliar tunes, guar
anteed to m ake you fall in love with the band all 
over again.

— LT S im one Heyer

A c e n d a n c y
Trivium
Roadrunner

N o w  th is is w h at m e ta l sh ou ld  sound like, 
stripped down to its basic elem ents.

Lightning fast drum s, grinding rhythm guitars 
and fingertip shredding solos are the traditional 
m etal ingredients that m ake this album great.

It se em s that all th o s e  secre t bedroom  air- 
guitar sessions to M etallica th at everybody does 
yet nobody admits to have paid off for these boys, 
and that passion has translated  through into their 
music.

I’m going to buy this album  again.
-  ABPH Kade Rogers

Once more 
with feeling
Pacebo
EMI

For those who are only fam iliar with P lacebo’s 
Pure Morning o r The Bitter End, this album is a 
great show-case of the band’s singles produced  
betw een 1996 -200 4 .

But I understand if you can ’t stand lead singer 
Molko’s nasally voice, or the oppressed-teenage  
style lyrics.

-  C PL Damian Shovel!

Joachim  Fesf

Pan M acm illan 
190 pages

H
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RING TWO
Naomi Watts, 
David Dorfman, 
S issy Spacek, 
Kelly Stables

Rating:

I’VE FOUND YOU:
Sam ara (Stables) 
makes an unwel
com e return in 
R ing Two.

we learn that this is not Samara’s 
first attem pt at rising from the 
dead. Who can blame her? It must 
get cold down the bottom o f that 
well.

We meet her institutionalized 
mother (Spacek) and discover that 
she tried to kill Samara when she 
was an infant, because the “voic
es” told her to.

T h is  film , w hich does not 
attem pt to outshine the original, 
delves deeper into Samara’s curse 
with the aid o f  Nakata’s disturb
ing take on the story accompanied 
by a creepily  clever soundtrack 
woven into the dark visuals.

Fans of the genre may appreci
ate the incorporation o f some of 
the key audio bytes from the origi
nal Japanese films into the mix, 
and a small tribute to the author of 
the Ring  books, Koji Suzuki.

-  ABPH Kade Rogers

T he killer videotape, freaky 
child actors and a decrepit 
old well all return in this 

surprisingly good sequel to The 
Ring.

The terror o f  the original has 
all but gone in this second chapter, 
directed by Hideo Nakata, more so 
because the audience pretty much 
know s the nature and methods 
o f  the w ell dw elling ghost w ith 
a chip on her shoulder, Samara 
(Stables).

B ut th a t’s not to say there 
aren’t a few surprises left.

It appears Sam ara has been 
busy looking for Rachel Keller 
(Watts) since their last encounter 
and the audience is transported 
deeper into the dark recesses of 
her domain as she tries to occupy 
the body o f R achel’s son, Aidan 
(Dorfman).

A darker m ystery unfolds as

Don’t ooq

http://www.navy.gov.au/publications
http://www.militarycontact.com


M E D I C I N E
Influenza is 
worth a shot
If coughs and runny noses aren’t 
enough encouragement to get a 
flu shot, here’s 10 reasons why 
it ’s worth a rethink.

1. What’s one more needle jab? Among 
healthy adults, the vaccine is 70-90 per 
cent effective in reducing the effects of 
the flu when the match between the vac
cine and circulating virus is close. The 
vaccine is designed to protect against 
three of the most prevalent strains of 
influenza in any given year. Even if the 
vaccine doesn’t totally protect you from 
getting ill, it will make the symptoms 
less severe.

2. The vaccination doesn’t cost you 
anything. Less than six per cent of the 
Defence population usually seeks influ
enza immunisation each year, yet it ’s 
available for free at all ADF health facili
ties. Just phone to make an appoint
ment.

3. Take action now to prevent infection 
later. The months before winter are the 
best time to get vaccinated in the south
ern states, before the flu virus flares up, 
while flu circulates all year in the north.
It takes about two weeks for the vaccina
tion to become effective and lasts until 
the next flu season when new strains 
usually circulate.

4. There's little  pain for a lot of gain.
Although only 5-10 per cent of the popu
lation typically gets influenza each year, 
the illness is highly contagious as only 
small quantities of virus are required to 
start an infection. Without immunisa
tion, it is difficult for the body to develop 
its own protection as the virus changes 
so the body needs to develop a new 
specific protective response. Influenza 
vaccine is well-tolerated by most people 
and the most common side effects are 
redness and soreness at the injection 
site for a few days.

5. Look after yourself, your fam ily and 
your mates. Vaccination not only helps 
to protect the immunised person from 
being ill, but also protects others by 
increasing the general level of immunity 
and minimising the spread of infection. 
An infected person can spread influenza 
from up to a day before becoming ill and 
up to eight days after.

6. There’s better things to do with 
your time off than be sick. Think of the 
misery of muscle and joint aches, fever, 
tiredness and headaches -  not to forget 
the coughs, runny nose and sore throats 
that make food taste bland. Antiviral 
medications are available to treat and 
prevent influenza, but these medications 
are not a substitute for vaccination.

7. Avoid spreading germs. Immunised 
people have less chance of getting ill 
and of spreading the illness if they do 
get sick. Influenza is usually spread 
from person to person through the air 
by droplets -  produced during coughing 
and sneezing -  which contain the virus 
and these are breathed in. The virus can 
also be passed by contact with infected 
respiratory secretions from other people 
on surfaces such as phones, door han
dles and taps.

8. The flu can get complicated.
Influenza is commonly thought to be a 
mild illness, but it can be very severe. 
Young people can get pneumonia, ear 
and sinus infections after being ill with 
the flu. Other complications may include 
bronchitis and croup.

9. Influenza is one of the more severe 
and debilitating flu illnesses. Influenza 
is a subgroup of flu, which is a very 
large group of viruses, many of which 
do not cause a particularly severe ill
ness. Immunisation protects against the 
influenza type, which normally causes a 
more harsh illness. Influenza is not the 
same as a cold.

10. Recovery can take longer than you 
think. Severe symptoms subside over 1- 
3 days but full recovery takes 7-21 days.

W E L L B E I N G

Grief and loss
By CAPT Rebekah Doley, CHAP  

Bob M cKennay & CHAP Eric 
Burton

A t some time in life, most people 
need to deal with grief. Death 
is not the only loss that causes 

people to grieve. Events such as di
vorce, miscarriage, loss o f a relation
ship, job, possessions, or home can 
also cause grief.

Grief is a simple word to describe a 
. complex and often bewildering reaction 

experienced following a significant loss. 
The grief process involves a range of 
emotional, physical and/or behavioural 
reactions that can leave people feeling 
helpless, overwhelmed with sadness, 
confused and/or angry. There is no right 
or wrong way to cope with grief.

Common reactions

FAREWELL: People deal w ith grief in d iffe rent ways -  no t only when a death occurs, but because of d ivorce, 
m iscarriage, loss o f a relationship, job, possess ions or home. Photo: ABPH  Brenton Freind

Things to be aware of

Grief is a complex process. Initially 
people may feel numb, disbelief, and 
shock. A person may continue doing 
things for a person whom has left or 
died. This helps to protect people from 
the intense hurt of the loss. They are sur
prised the world continues unchanged, 
when they feel that their world has been 
shattered. As days, weeks and months 
pass some of these initial reactions will 
pass as other stages of grief follow. 
Some common reactions are:
Physical

Physically a person’s body may 
ache with tension. They may experience 
stomach pains, headaches, changes in 
appetite, poor sleep and low energy and 
motivation. Other reactions may include 
crying, breathlessness, nausea, agitation 
and restlessness. People may also be 
particularly susceptible to minor illness.
Emotional/psychological

Some people experience things 
they feel may be bizarre, such as see
ing their loved one’s face in a crowd, 
crying when they smell their favourite 
scent, and keepsakes and reminders of 
the loved one may be treasured.

It is very common for people after a 
sudden loss to imagine the “what ifs”. 
People may even feel guilty or blame 
themselves for the loss. It is not uncom
mon for people to try to make deals 
with God to return the person who is 
gone. People may feel their lives have 
lost a purpose and some bereaved peo
ple describe wanting to die themselves. 
Other common reactions include poor 
concentration, fear, panic, depression, 
guilt, anger, sadness and they may with
draw from friends and family.

Strategies to cope
■  ask for help and support from family 

members or a support group;
■  tell people what helps and what 

doesn’t;
■  talk with others who have experi

enced loss and grief;
■  recognise feelings, be forgiving and 

patient with yourself;
■  use writing, art and music to express 

feelings;
■  give yourself time -  there is no set 

time-frame for the grief process;
■  seek professional help if needed;
■  expect that while every day will get 

better, along the way there will be 
good and bad days;

■  maintain a healthy diet as the immune 
system can be significantly affected 
when people are grieving and often 
they may not feel like eating.

■  Some people draw great comfort and 
practical support from their church 
or other faith community. Many grief 
stricken people are open to prayer 
at a time when they feel events are 
comnletelv out of their control.

■  Be cautious. G rief cannot be side- _  
stepped or cured by medication, 
alcohol or drugs. However, it may be 
appropriate to talk to a medical prac- g  
titioner if symptoms persist.

■  Try to avoid distracting yourself by _  
keeping extraordinarily busy.

■  Making significant changes in life, 
such as moving house or changing 
jobs, are best to avoid. Instead, talk 
about the loss and remember loved 
ones in ways that are meaningful.

■  Death raises the ulitmate issues of the 
meaning of life, what has happended 
to my loved one? where have they 
gone? is there a God? does he care? 
These spiritual questions may be 
uppermost in the mind of someone 
who is grieving.

Moving on
Although it doesn’t seem immedi

ately possible, there does come a time 
when the acute pain begins to recede 
and there will be some degree of accept
ance and resolution about the loss.

People will find they have estab
lished new goals and a new pattern of 
life. They will begin to enjoy activi
ties more and be able to look back and 
experience a sense of enjoyment about 
the things that were once in their life. 
Looking back will no longer cause pain.

Ways to help people
The grieving process is often intense. 

Giving support to someone who is griev
ing does not mean needing to “cure” 
them. Often just being available, to lis
ten, offer a hug or squeeze of the hand 
can make all the difference to a bereaved 
person. Take the time to visit a person, 
perhaps a week or so after the event.
Other strategies to help friends are:
■  listen: let them tell their story over 

and over:

allow them to express their feelings 
without criticism or judgement; 
provide time for them to grieve; 
understand that each person grieves 
differently;
encourage them to express their 
memories of the deceased person; 
help with daily tasks because these 
chores become less of a priority for 
grieving people;
talk about your own sadness for their 
loss and mention the deceased per
son’s name without fearing that it 
will upset the bereaved person;

■  realise that sometimes it is important 
just to listen without having answers 
to questions such as “why”;

■  reassure and be aware of the common 
reactions to grief and reassure the 
person that their response is normal 
and is part of the healing process;

■  remember that grief may resurface at 
other significant times, such as birth
days, anniversaries, and Christmas.

At work
For weeks and sometimes months 

after a loss, it is normal for a bereaved 
person to exhibit some changes in their 
behaviour, attitude and even health. 
Sometimes the impact of their grief is so 
intense that it takes all their energy just 
to get through each day. Interest in fam
ily, work, and daily activities can lapse. 
When approaching a grieving work col
league or subordinate, it is important to 
keep the following points in mind:
■  be aware of common grief reactions 

(see far left). Irritability, mood chang
es, frustration and angry outbursts are 
not uncommon;

■  sometimes people fear being criti
cised by their colleagues for their 
reaction. It is important to encour
age the bereaved person to talk about 
their feelings and to encourage others 
to accept grief reactions;

B when a bereaved nerson returns to

work, do not ignore them because of 
your own feelings or out o f a fear of 
saying the “wrong” thing. Words of 
condolence can offer the bereaved 
person a great deal o f support;

■  it may be necessary to give the 
bereaved person some extra consid
eration if there are significant work- 
related demands at the tim e they 
return. Shift changes, overtime, and 
additional responsibilities may need 
to be approached cautiously while 
the bereaved person is adjusting to 
the grief process. This is particularly 
the case if  a spouse has died, result
ing in increased domestic burdens on 
the surviving spouse;

■  some people attempt to cope with 
their intense grief by throwing them
selves into work. It is important to 
recognise that while being busy may 
help time pass for them, it is not a 
useful long-term strategy;

■  self-esteem can be shaken during 
the grief process as people face a 
range of reactions they may not have 
experienced previously. Reasonable 
expectations, some flexibility where 
possible, and personal encourage
ment can do a lot to assist people.

Where to get help
■  local medical centres;
■  psychology support sections;
■  chaplains;
■  Defence Community Organisation;
■  All Hours Support Line, phone 1800 

628 036 or if outside Australia 61 2 
9425 3878;

■  Lifeline, phone 131114;
■  V ietnam  V eterans C o u nse lling  

Service, phone 1800 Oil 046;
■  defweb2.defence.gov.au/dpedhs/ or 

www.defence.gov.au/dpe/dhs.

■  CAPT Rebekah Doley is a dinical psychologist and 
CHAP Robert McKennay is a chaplain who are both 
workino on the ADF Mental Health Strateav.

http://www.defence.gov.au/dpe/dhs


TO U G H  STUFF: MIDN Kasey van 
Puijenbroek, com pletes the iron- 
m an com petition  at Lake Taupo on  
th e  north island of New Zealand.

AND TH E Y 'R E  OFF: An eager start to  the  
; annual ship  to  sh o re  run/walk at Garden  
^ Is lan d . Photo: ABPH Justin Brown

SPORT

Looking for accurate, up-to-date, credible i 
alcohol, tobacco and other drugs?

V is it th e  A D F  D rug  &  A lco h o l P ro g ram  w eb s ite  (th e  “A O D  c a b in e t”) a t

www.defence.gov.au/dpe/dhs
The a lcoho l and o ther d rugs (A O D ) cab ine t conta ins a range o f in form ation, resources fo r ADF health and 

a llied  hea lth  pro fess iona ls , po licy  m ateria l and links to pub lica tions and o ther s ites of interest.

AD F  ATODS: T he  D efence Health Services response to  AOD issues.

Will of iron Camerons
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Limited

I n v e s t i n g  

f o r  t h e  

f u t u r e

Man-machine crushes competition
A jun io r officer at HM AS Cerberus has com 

pleted the 2005 N ew  Zealand Ironman, a  torturous 
ultra-distance triathlon consisting o f  a 3.8km  swim , a 
180km cycle and a 42.2km  run.

MIDN Kasey van Puijenbroek, a change over engi
neering officer undertaking degree studies at RM IT 
University, took 11 hours, 20 minutes and 37 seconds 
to complete the course at Lake Taupo on the north 
island of New Zealand.

In his first attempt at this distance, he achieved his 
goals o f firstly finishing, and then doing so in less than
12 hours.

In cold but c lea r conditions, 1200 com petito rs 
entered the lake at 0700 to begin their journey.

A Maori haka had fired them up, but alone w ith 
their thoughts they contemplated the long day in front 
of them.

Kasey emerged from the chilly waters at the 1 hour 
and 1 minute mark, happy with his time and eager to 
get on the bike and warm up.

Unfortunately, the sun refused to show itself until 
mid-morning, well into the first lap o f the 2 lap bike 
leg. With the sun came the wind, and speeds dropped 
and heart rates lifted  as a head wind assaulted  the 
majority o f the competitors from the 135km mark all 
the way back into town.

Off the bike with a 5 hour 50 minute split, and with 
the sun now bearing its teeth to raise the temperature

to a warm 27 degrees, he began the mental slog o f the 
marathon, his first run over this distance. Initially on 
target for a sub-11 hour time, he watched as his lack of 
running preparation took its toll and his times began to 
slip up towards 6.5 minutes per km.

F inally  rounding  the last bend into the fin ish 
ing chute, hearing  the MC announce “K asey van 
Puijenbroek, you are an Ironm an!” he checked his 
watch. Four hours and 15 minutes for the marathon for 
an 11:20:37 time.

W ith  th e  f in is h e r ’s m edal around  
his n eck  a n d  w earin g  a sm ile  th e  
w id th  o f th e  Tasm an, he fin a lly  
re laxed , h av in g  ach ieved  a long  
held a m b itio n

M IDN van Puijenbroek w ould like to thank the 
medical staff at Victoria Barracks Melbourne, (in par
ticular, D r’s Judy Smith and Vicki Grove), Robyn in 
the pharmacy and Trish at reception for their help in 
overcom ing a foot injury that curtailed his running 
preparation and threatened to prevent him making it to 
the start line.

He w ou ld  a lso  like to  thank  h is co lleag u es  
at SORM IT for their help and understanding as he 
immersed him self in the punishing training schedule.

Run with a view
By LCDR M ick Gallagher

The annual Ship to  Shore Run/W alk 
held at G arden Island Sydney on April
6, once again saw runners and walkers, 
hot guns and cool cats, pace their way 
round some 5km  o f  harbour foreshore 
views.

On a fine sunny forenoon and with 
most o f the fleet at sea, a lone HMAS 
Manoora (CMDR Andrew Rourke) pro
vided a ships side grey backdrop to the 
starting line.

As the competitors warmed up and 
then jostled for starting positions it was 
obvious that the large number of Army 
competitors were going to take an advan
tage of the fleet not being in.

T w en ty -five  re d  t- sh ir ts  o f the 
Australian Army Band-Sydney (AAB-

Sydney) stood out among the many col
oured tops.

“We are without our musical instru
ments today but intend to keep in tune 
with the pace setters,” said SGT Rod 
Mason.

R o d  h a d  jo in e d  th e  A rm y a t 
Balcombe in Victoria in 1979 with fel
low runner SGT Rob Combe. Rob from 
SME Moorebank went on to be the sec
ond runner home and 1 st Male Veteran 
(16:55).

Lined up at the start o f  the pack 
was CPL D avid W hitehead o f 4RAR 
H olsw orthy  who had won the O pen 
Male event last year and also the recent 
ADF 10km run.

D avid w ent on to win the GI run 
again this year in a time o f 15:33.

“On leaving the RAN after 
10 years of serving on 
FFG’s and submarines I  
realised the importance of 
investing for the future. ”

Mathew ‘Blue’Burnett

inquiries to Mathew Burnett
Tel: 02 B223 5111
Email: mburnett@camstock.com.au

CAMERON
STOCKBROKERS LIMITED
Level 510  Spring Street. Sydney NSW 2000 
Freeeaii 1800 657 753 www.camstock.com.au

At Cameron Stockbrokers we specialise
•  Investment advice
•  Portfolio management
•  Buying and selling shares
•  Company research

in

http://www.defence.gov.au/dpe/dhs
mailto:mburnett@camstock.com.au
http://www.camstock.com.au


By G raham  Davis
The dragon boaters from Eastern 

Australia A r e a g tW ts  fg j p ^ / j l p t e a r  
to be ort ^ v H l g  streakt

A fte r ^excellent re s u lts  in the C h in ese  
N ew  Y e a r D ra g o n  B o a t c o m p e tit io n  a t 
Cockle Bay earlie r th is  ye a r Navy paddlers  
have done it again.

W O  M ike  W in te r, th e  F le e t s e n io r f it 
n ess  in s tru c to r , re p o rts  th e re  w ere  p er
fec t cond itions fo r th e  N SW  State Dragon  
B o at C h a m p io n s h ip s  held  a t the  S ydney  
In te rn a tio n a l R e g a tta  C o m p le x  a t Penrith  
on Saturday, April 2.

E ighteen team s to o k  part in  the blue rib
bon event over 500 m etres.

“The E ast A u s tra lia n  A re a  M en’s Team  
s e c u re d  f irs t  a n d  s e c o n d  p la c in g  in th e

itegoi-y h e a t s W O  W inti

ow  q ua lified  to  iSdWfeit in th ^ M n a ls  
am clinched a third p lace (1 m inure 59  

secon ds) against the current state cham pi
ons (1 m inute 56 seconds.)

“ H ig h ly  m o tivated  the  te a m  now  ch a l
len g ed  th e  best in th e  S tate  fo r th e  1000  
m etre  race and was vic to rious in th e  tim e  
o f 3 m inutes and 57 seconds.”

He said it w as a fan tastic  e ffo rt fo r the  
team , which now prepares for the Australian  
C ham pions in Canberra.

The support received from  the RANCCF, 
H M A S  K u tta b u l W elfare  and  tra n s p o rt a ll 
contributed  to  the  success.

Th e  team  appreciates the support. ENTER THE DRAGON: The M elbourne Dragon  
Boat Navy Team  m ake their w ay to  th e  starting  
grid at the Penrith Regatta C entre fo r the NSW  
State Titles. Photo: ABPH Brenton Freind

I t :  ^ j l M l
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a  Q Military Medal Boxes
Quality Medal Boxes available in 
two sizes
Australian made leather bound medal 
boxes.
M ilitary Medal Boxes come in two sizes, 
size 3 and size 5.
Size 3 holds up to three fu ll size and 
miniature court m ounted medals with 3

www.militarymedalboxes.com
miiitarymedalbox@aoi.com

inserts for citations, brevets, readiness 
badges, active service badges, name 
bars etc.
Size 5 holds four or more full size and 
miniature court mounted medals with 3 
inserts fo r citations, brevets, readiness 
badges, active service badges, name 
bars etc.

Silver embossing on the front of the box 
is made from a scratch proof silver dye. 
Acid free felt lining with silk upper 
insert. Court Mounted Medal insert 
sizes are IAW Defence Dress Manual 
specifications.
F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  v is it  o u r  
w e b s ite .

. L td
Incorporating

Red Anchor Tailoring Co.
FOR ALL UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

Head Office: Shop 2/3,7-41 Cowper Wharf Road, 
Woolloomooioo, NSW 2011 (next to Rockers)

Phone: (02) 9358 1 518 or (02) 9358 4097 Fax: (02) 9357 4638
Branch Office: S hop 9, Sunray V illage Kent S treet R ockingham , W A 6168 

Phone: (08) 9527 7522 Fax: (08) 9592 2065 
HMAS CERBERUS: Western Rat, VIC 3920. Telephone: (03) 5950 7184 Fax: (03) 5950 7332 

Shop 6b, Showground Shopping Centre, 157 Mulgrave Rd. Caims OLD 4870 
Telephone: (07) 4051 5344 Fax: (07) 4051 7724 

ALLOTMENT ACCOUNT MAY BE USED AT ANY OF OUR OUTLETS

http://www.militarymedalboxes.com
mailto:miiitarymedalbox@aoi.com
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Contents Messages from the Chiefs
DIPLOM ATIC FAILURE: How
Australians w ho  vo lunteered to  f ig h t  the  
Germans ended up on unknow n  shores 
fig h tin g  an unknow n enemy.

FATAL SHORE: The Anzacs w ere 
con fron ted  w ith  steep slopes, th ic k  scrub, 
confusion and, o f  course, tenacious resist
ance organised by M ustapha Kemal.

VALOUR A N D  HORROR: W hile  A pril 
25 is rem em bered as "the d a y "th e  d iggers 
endured  a n o the r 239 days a t G a llipo li, days 
spent learning th e  grim  business o f war.

FORGOTTEN FORCE: M any peop le  
are unaware o f  th e  in tegra l ro le  th e  Navy 
played in transporting , supp ly in g  and 
evacuating the Anzacs.

FACTS A N D  M YTHS: Every Australian 
knows a bou t Gallipoli, b u t th a t doesn 't 
mean w e are w e ll in form ed a b o u t th e  
peninsula war.

UP PERISCOPE: AE2‘s p e ne tra tio n  o f the 
Dardanelles S tra it -  the firs t A llied  w arsh ip  
to  do  so -  on Anzac Day is a fea t th a t is a 
ju s tifia b le  source o f pride to  th e  Navy.

THE A IR  WAR: The presence o f  a ircra ft 
du rin g  th e  iconic bu t ill-fa ted  cam paign 
receives litt le  a tten tion , b u t th e y  w ere there  
from  th e  outset.

HIGHER CALL: From th e ir van tage p o in t 
in  th e ir  trenches, some d iggers cast th e ir 
eyes on  th e  skies and eventua lly  m ade the  
tra n s itio n  to  th e  A ir Force.

TU NNEL V IS IO N : A fte r th e  heavy f ig h t
ing associated w ith  the  A ugust offensives, 
the re  was m arkedly less a c tiv ity  g o in g  on 
above g round  than  be low  it.

m M i

BROTHERS, W E LOVE YOU: Quinn's 
Post, perched o n  a c liff and as close as 1 Om 
from  th e  Turkish lines, was th e  deadliest 
pos ition  a t Anzac.

STUFF OF LEGENDS: The Austra lian 
War M em oria l has created a special e xh ib i
tion , Dawn o f th e  Legend, th a t h ig h lig h ts  
the  events o f A p ril 25,1915.

REST IN  PEACE: Thirty  -one cem etries 
and m em oria ls are d o tted  a round  the  
peninsula, testam ent to  the  d read fu l to ll o f 
th e  G allipo li cam paign.

O N  THE COVER 
Troops fro m  th e  1 st D ivisional Signal 
C om pany abou t to  land at Anzac Cove a t 
6am o n  April 25,1915. image AWMA02781

L ieu tenant-G en era l Peter Leahy
Chief o f Army
Ninety years ago, Australian and New 
Zealand soldiers stormed the beaches 
at Gallipoli. They faced withering 
gunfire, overwhelming odds and a 
determined enemy. They faced this 
ordeal with courage, determination 
and honour.
Their efforts alongside soldiers 
from the United Kingdom and other 
Commonwealth forces highlighted the 
sacrifice ADF personnel often make in 
the service of their nation.
They also showed the quality of ordi
nary Australians and the patriotic spirit 
of this great country.
Their example is one that has inspired 
soldiers, myself included, for the past 
90 years.
There is no greater example of the 
Army’s values of courage, initiative 
and teamwork than the operation at 
Gallipoli.
I am proud to be an Australian soldier 
and to carry on the legacy of those 
who fought and died on those faraway 
beaches in Turkey.
As the nation pauses in solemn com
memoration on April 25, all soldiers, 
past and present, should hold their 
heads high knowing they are part of 
one of this country’s greatest institu
tions.
We will remember them.

Vice-Adm iral Chris R itchie
Chief o f Navy
This year I will travel to Turkey to 
commemorate the 90th anniversary 
of the Anzac landings at Gallipoli. As 
it was the combined Allied navies 
which transported the Anzacs safely to 
Gallipoli, sustained them while ashore, 
and then took the survivors safely 
off at the end of the operation, this is 
an ideal time to recall the manner in 
which maritime activities provided the 
foundation for the wider Dardanelles 
campaign.
The Australian submarine AE2 was 
the first Allied warship to succeed in a 
mission many considered impossible - 
to penetrate the treacherous currents, 
minefields and heavy fortifications 
of the Dardanelles. At the conclusion 
of the operation, members of the 
1st RAN Bridging Train were the last 
Australians to leave Gallipoli.
Today’s Australian Navy still feels 
proud of its contribution to the Anzac 
legend.
As part of this historic occasion, on 
April 25 the aptly named frigate HMAS 
Anzac will be at anchor off Anzac Cove. 
Her presence will provide a fitting 
background to our national commem
orations, and serve as an appropriate 
tribute to the professionalism and 
flexibility of our forebears at this very 
early stage in the RAN’s development.

Air M arshal Angus Houston
Chief o f Air Force
Anzac Day to me is symbolic of all 
that it means to be an Australian. The 
valiant and fearless commitment of all 
the young men who landed at Gallipoli 
90 years ago, and the values that they 
instilled, are a wonderful example of 
the Australian character.
In the face of most terrifying adversity 
and a seemingly impossible mission, 
the camaraderie, team-work, mateship, 
selflessness, courage and dedication 
of those young men is what I think 
about when I think of the Anzacs.
The reputation of the Anzacs should 
make us proud to be Australian. Our 
Allies, and even our foes, in that ter
rible war praised the heroic and com
passionate nature of Australian troops. 
The Anzac values guide us today. The 
men and women of today's Air Force 
continue to impress and succeed with 
dedication, skill, commitment, team
work and courage both in Australia 
and overseas on operations. Their 
guiding ethos is drawn from a tradition 
of service and sacrifice that started 
with the Anzacs.
I am very proud of all Australians who 
have served the nation in the Royal 
Australian Air Force over 84 years of 
service and sacrifice. Their service 
encapsulates the true sprit of the 
Anzacs.

General Peter Cosgrove
Chief o f Defence Force
This Anzac Day we will commemorate 90 years since the first landings 
on the Gallipoli pensinsula. Many believe that the Anzacs who served 
at Gallipoli were instrumental in the formation of our national identity 
which still evolves today. The values they demonstrated of courage, 
mateship, self-sacrifice and integrity have become an illustration of the 
nation’s values.
The men and women of the ADF continue to build on the values dem
onstrated by those original Anzacs. The pride we feel in the efforts of 
those who have gone before us gives us courage in face of danger. Our 
notion of Anzac reminds us to always put the welfare of our mates and 
the team ahead of personal comfort and safety. And it summons up the 
best elements of our character in the toughest situations.
Anzac Day is a time for reflection and remembrance. It is a time to 
pause and acknowledge the sacrifice and service of the original Anzacs 
in addition to all Australians who have served the nation. It is also a 
time to think of the men and women of the ADF who are currently on 
operations around the world and who serve in the fine tradition of ear
lier generations of service men and women. Lest we forget.

The three Service chiefs, Lieutenant-General Peter Leahy, Vice-Admiral Chris Ritchie and Air Marshal Angus Houston, reflect 
on the significance and symbolism of Anzac Day as they view a lifeboat used in the April 25,1915, landings on display in the 
Australian War Memorial.
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What the day means

Lance Corporal 
Melissa Reid
It means marching w ith my 
Pop at the  dawn service. I'm 
a pretty patriotic person and
I respect those people who 
gave their lives for Australia. 
I'm proud to uphold that tra
dition. My Pop's proud [that 
I'm going to Iraq], but he's 
also nervous ab out his grand- 
daughtei going. He's told me 
to  keep safe and enjoy myself.

pie w ho  
lost theii

Private Brodie Kerr
W hen I attended Anzac Day at Gallipoli last year, standing 
at the beach in the footsteps o f those w ho created the 
spirit o f the Aussie digger, was a very hum bling experience
To look at how hard it was for those blokes, and to com
pare it to how we do it today -  they had it pretty hard.

•" . ' ' ' ■

Warrant Officer Gail Filkin
The Anzac tradition is about 
comradeship/mateiship a n d -■ 
looking after each o th e r.! 
guess an Example -  when 
the  tsunami hit, there w ere  
tears o f  grief but when the 
Sea King went down I liter
ally sobbed and sobbed 
because they are part of 
our family. I plan to com
m em orate this special Anzac 
Day at a special ceremony at 
my little  one’s school, after 
which I'm going to talk to 
the kids in Kinder and Year 1.

Private David Palinkas
Anzac Day is a tim e to rem ember 
and pay respect to the service 
men and w om en who have sac
rificed so much and asked for so 
little in return -  these m en and 
w om en w ho selflessly always put 
duty first.

Petty Officer Fiona Brashaw
I think it means tim e you spend tim e w ith  
your mates that are in the Navy, and reflect on 
things that have happened in the past, not just 
years ago but in the  recent times. Especially 
with the Sea King tragedy, you th ink about it 
a lot more. Marching is not compulsory any 
more but it's something I feel I should do. Each 
year there are a few less people but as long as I 
am there, that is the  main thing to me.

Chief Petty Officer Mark Pardoe
It means being a subm a

riner, it means AE1, it means the 
Dardenelles,it means the sinking 

o f AE2 and all the submarines 
that came before the Oberon 

class and the Collins class. I 
march w ith the submarine asso

ciation every year.

Sergeant William Guthrie
The Anzac tradition to  m e is’One o f the most significant reasons I joined  

the Air Force. It's a big event in the birth of our nation and, to  a lesser 
degree, the Guthrie family.To the  best o f my knowledge there  has always 
been a Guthrie in a defence force a t some stage o f  their life. M y grandfa

ther served in World War I; m y father in World War II, Malaya and Vietnam;
and his brother served in World War II and Korea. My brother and I are 

also serving. As a kid, every Anzac Day I helped veterans by hold ing their 
banners just so I could show my support in some s m a lfw a y ,..
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G allipo li
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY RUSSIA

fo u r  boatloadstjf Australian troops being towed towards Anzac Beach early 
on the morning of-the landing. AWM 0)2194.003
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’Above: Turkish officers, at a concealed 
battery on the Gallipoli peninsula, were well 
trained by German m ilita ry missions.
Inset, right: Turkish Minister of War Enver 
Pasha, left, was pro-German.

—

The Turkish soldier -  tough, tenacious and endurim
The Turks may have had manpower but they suffered 

from severe material shortages -  including artillery and 
(especially) machine guns. The estimate was they were 280 
field guns short of establishment and 200 machine guns 
short (bearing in mind the machine gun establishment was 
only four guns a regiment). There were severe shortages of 
ammunition and shells as well.

The Turkish Army was even more under strength in the 
essential services area. Motorisation and aviation were basi
cally non-existent. Severe shortages of supply wagons and 
horses to pull them affected every arm of the army. Medical 
services were chronically short of trained staff and supplies 
were likewise almost impossible to obtain.

One thing the Turkish forces did have was experience. 
Their unfortunate experiences in the Balkans Wars (where 
they were soundly beaten) had taught them the benefit of 
trenches for defensive operations.

By the time the Anzacs landed, the Turks had already 
conducted major operations in the Caucasus (involving 
150,000 troops) against the Russians. They had also made 
one (unsuccessful) attempt against the Suez Canal and, as is 
better known, they had already defeated the combined fleets 
of the strongest naval powers in the world. -  Roger Lee

formidable. This lack would become a major problem for the 
Turks as the pool of talented young officers were killed and 
no leaders were waiting in the ranks to step up and replace 
them.

In 1914, the regular Turkish Army comprised 36 field 
(admittedly small) divisions, divided into corps in the four 
armies. A standard Turkish corps comprised three infantry 
divisions, an artillery regiment and a cavalry regiment. Each 
infantry division had (in theory) three infantry regiments and 
an artillery regiment. In peace time, numbers were small. The 
average strength of a Turkish infantry division in pre-mobili- 
sation 1914 was but 4000.

After mobilisation, this rose to 10,000 (still about half the 
strength of a German or British Division.) To bring the Army 
up to war strength, the Turks had to mobilise 477,868 men 
and 12,469 officers. (The Germans believed, erroneously, 
that the Turks could mobilise more than a million men on the 
outbreak of war.)

There were other forces also available. The Light Reserve 
Cavalry Regiment force, which comprised seven brigades and 
three independent regiments, were in 1912 formed into four 
reserve cavalry divisions and placed under the wartime com
mand of Third Army.
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The Australians 
found themselves 
on Gallipoli almost
by accident. They 
were in the area and 
available.

Perhaps fortunately for the Australians and New 
Zealanders, the rush of volunteers in Britain itself so over
whelmed the available facilities that the War Office diverted 
them to Egypt for training.

The entry o f Turkey into the war and the Turkish attack 
on the Suez Canal in February 1915 simply confirmed the 
decision to leave the Anzacs in Egypt to train, as they aug
mented existing British troops in defence o f the canal zone.

The Anzacs’ lack o f training and experience was

another factor. The War Office was never very keen on 
the Dardanelles “adventure”, so when directed to provide 
troops, it actively resisted sending any of its battle experi
enced units from the Western Front.

It couldn’t avoid the use o f  regulars all together. The 
British regular 29th Division, offered up by Kitchener to 
support another politically inspired adventure into Salonika 
to support the Serbs was diverted to the Mediterranean.

The bulk o f  the fighting force, was supplied by the 
British Royal Naval Division and the two Anzac divisions.

Finally, even had the War Office tried to transport suf
ficient numbers of experienced troops from France to the 
Mediterranean, gathering sufficient numbers o f transports 
to carry them would have been an almost insurmountable 
problem.

As it was, logistics and logistics support was to be the 
Achilles heel o f  the whole venture.

Although it is true that soldiers seem needed when 
diplomacy fails, using a mixed force o f  partially trained, 
inexperienced troops in a hastily planned operation designed 
to offset a failure o f naval or gunboat diplomacy was a very 
risky solution.

Gallipoli was not the result o f a cogent, well-developed 
strategy. From the appointment o f the Commander-in-Chief 
down, decisions were made in haste, on the basis o f poor or 
incomplete information and against an ill-defined objective.

The surprise is not that the operation failed but that it 
achieved as much as it did.

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE IN NOVEMBER 1914 WAS A SIZEABLE 
piece of real estate. In addition to Thrace (and the Gallipoli 
Peninsula) in Europe, Turkey’s empire still included modern-day Iraq, 
Syria, Israel and Jordan plus much of Arabia.

Although Turkey didn’t have troops in the Sinai Desert, those in 
Palestine were close enough to constitute a viable threat to the Suez 
Canal. The south-eastern part of the Empire included modern-day 
Kuwait and was close enough to threaten British oil interests in the 
Trucial States (modern-day UAE) and Oman. In the north-east, the 
Empire bordered Russia in the Caucasus.

Despite attempts to modernise its military after the 1908 “Young 
Turk” revolution, led by a group of young ethnic Turkish army offic
ers, Turkey had been soundly defeated in Libya in 1911-1912 and 
again in the Balkan Wars, 1912-1913.

Between 1908 and 1914, the rule of the Ottoman empire had been 
in constant turmoil with liberals and conservatives, led by the Sultan, 
Abdulhamitt II, battling for control over what was a fledgling parlia
mentary democracy. The country was heavily in debt, had acquired an 
international reputation for mistreating ethnic minorities and subject 
peoples and was forced to accept the European Powers meddling in 
its internal affairs. There was fears in the Ottoman Government that 
the European powers were planning to dismantle the whole country.

It was against this background that Turkey had to make a decision 
as to which side to support in the coming war. Turkey, as a whole, 
was not committed to either side when the war broke out in August 
1914. Their final decision seems more based on which side they felt 
was least likely to want to dismember the country, than for any strong 
strategic reason. The Turkish Minister of War, Enver Pasha, and four 
of his closest associates had signed a alliance with Germany in 1914 
but kept it secret from the rest of his colleagues in the Cabinet as 
there was not general agreement about what to do.

The Turkish Government continued talking to the Allies but the 
Allies themselves offered the Turks little incentive either to join them 
or to stay neutral (the British seized two battleships being built in 
British shipyards.) And, of course, the biggest stumbling block was 
that one of the Turks’ major hereditary enemies, the Russians, was a 
senior partner in the Triple Entente.

Fear of Allied armament shipments to the Russians had already 
caused the Turks to close the Bosphorus to foreign shipping. Ongoing 
Russian bellicosity over the 1913 German military mission to Turkey 
didn’t help the Allied cause in Constantinople either. Russia even 
threatened to invade if Liman von Sanders wasn’t  removed. The 
British Ambassador preferred to deal with the remnants of the old 
government and did not build up any meaningful relationship with 
Enver Pasha or the Young Turks and failed dismally to reassure 
Turkey of British goodwill.

The Turkish ambassador in Paris continued to advise that both 
Britain and France would not hesitate to dismantle Ottoman Empire 
if it suited their aims. Ambassador Rifat Pasha also warned that 
Germany was not as strong as Enver Pasha chose to believe. He 
advised that Germany was just using Turkey as a pawn in its war 
aims. On the last two warnings, he was both correct but ignored.

Between August and October 1914, however, the Turks tenuously 
held on to their neutral status. It was German military successes in 
France and, more particularly, in the east that finally swayed Enver 
Pasha’s colleagues to formally opt for the Germans. -  Roger Lee

THE TURKISH ARMY WAS CLOSELY MODELLED ON THE 
German Army, with a well developed staff system and a 
sound training system through an extensive school system. 
Doctrine, staff methods and tactics were all copied from the 
Germans.

Conscription provided the mass of recruits. Infantry 
recruits served for two years in active service with a further 
23 years in the reserves. Artillery conscripts served an addi
tional year of active service. Discipline was notoriously harsh 
-  some have described it as draconian -  but the training 
standard achieved appeared to observers to be high.

The major impediment to military efficiency was a chronic 
lack of resources. Recruits received only one uniform and 
fired only 20 to 30 rounds annually in training.

But the basic Turkish soldier was tough (he had to be to 
survive his training), tenacious and enduring. In defence, he 
was famous for his ability to hold ground. He was supported 
at the higher levels by a growing cadre of well-trained, capa
ble and aggressive generals.

If there was clear deficiency in the Turkish Army, it was 
at the junior leader level. Unlike their German teachers, the 
Turks lacked that corps of hardened, experienced, profes
sional, long-service NCOs that made the German Army so

FAIL C UPMACY. of Europe
Why did Australians 
who volunteered to fight 
the ‘Hun’ end up on 
unknown shores fighting 
an unknown enemy? 
Roger Lee explains.

S o l d i e r s  s e e m  a l w a y s  t o  b e  n e e d e d
when diplomacy fails. This was certainly true in 
Asia Minor in 1914. According to popular his
tory, had the British diplomats in Constantinople 
(now Istanbul) been a little more in tune with 

what was happening in Turkey, and the Germans less so, 
the campaign on Gallipoli may never have happened. 
Unfortunately, the popular view, as is often the case, is too 
simplistic.

It w asn't just that British diplomats were incompetent 
-  Britain faced a dilemma over Turkey. A  Turkey allied to 
Britain protected British interests in India (ironically, from 
Russian interference), Egypt and the Persian Gulf.

Neither Britain nor France particularly wanted a Russian 
presence in the Balkans, and were concerned by the pros
pect o f  a Russian port in the Adriatic (a likely outcome of 
Russian support for Serbia against Austria-Hungary).

On the other hand, it was going to be hard for the British 
to have both the Turks and the Russians as allies. Yet the 
Russians were one of the main players countering German 
aggression and came as a package deal with the French. 
Internal Turkish politics eventually made the decision for 
Britain.

Even three months later, probably few o f those who 
sailed with the first Australian contingent in October 1914 to 
fight the “Hun” could have found Turkey on a map.

So why, within six months, were these same volunteers 
scrambling ashore on an unknown coast to fight an unknown 
enemy in what can only be described as an ill-conceived 
operation?

The answer to that question lies partly in the complex 
political and military developments that shaped Turkey in 
the pre-war years -  see facing page.

Siding with the Germans and the Austro-Hungarians, 
Turkey entered the war on October 29, 1914, announc
ing their decision by bombarding Russia’s Black Sea port 
o f Odessa. The Entente Powers (the Allies) responded by 
declaring war on Turkey in early November.

TURKEY’S GEOGRAPHIC POSITION, ASTRIDE THE 
only warm water sea route between Russia and her Allies 
and also threateningly close to the Suez Canal, made it stra
tegically important.

Its entry into the war coincided with a high point of 
German military success on both fronts. This thus severely 
limited the range o f military options available to the Entente 
to respond with. Only the Allies’ sea power remained largely 
unchallenged and it was to sea power initially that Britain 
looked to respond.

Winston Churchill, influenced by the success the German 
artillery had had in destroying fortifications in Belgium and 
France, believed the big guns on warships could be even 
more effective in destroying Turkish fortifications barring 
access to the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus.

While the most favourable outcome sought was the 
destruction of Turkish civil and political morale through the 
threat (or indeed the reality) o f destruction o f Turkish cities, 
the main intention was to force open a warm water passage 
to Russia.

As is well known, it was the failure o f  naval firepower 
to suppress both the fixed and mobile artillery defending 
the Straits that forced the Allies to resort to the use of land 
forces. And available reserves of land forces in early 1915 
were very small.

The Australians found themselves on Gallipoli almost by 
accident. They were in the area and available. When war was 
declared and the first AIF raised, the intention was it would 
sail to Britain, train in camps there and be sent forward to 
France as required.



THE ANZAC LANDING ON APRIL 25,1915, WAS 
one of two main assaults on the Gallipoli penin
sula. The 1st Australian Division and the New 
Zealand and Australian Division were to land 
near the promontory of Gaba Tepe, near the cen
tre of the peninsula, while British forces landed 
at Cape Helles, at its southern tip. The two forces 
were to converge on the central mass of the Kilid 
Bahr Plateau, which dominated the Dardanelles.

Sir Ian Hamilton Liman von Sanders

Key figures
THE OPERATION WAS UNDER OVERALL 
command of General Sir Ian Hamilton, 
the British Commander-in-Chief of the 
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force.

The Australian and New Zealand Army Corps 
was commanded by Lieutenant-General Sir 
William Birdwood, the 1st Australian Division 
by Major-General Sir William Throsby Bridges, 
and the New Zealand and Australian Division by 
Major-General Sir Alexander Godley.

The Australian first wave -  known as the 
covering force -  was provided by the 3rd 
Brigade, commanded by Colonel Ewen Sinclair- 
MacLagan. A brigade of the period consisted of 
four battalions, each of about 1000 men. The 
3rd Brigade was recruited in Queensland, South 
Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania.

The Commander of the Turkish forces in the 
area, the Fifth Army, was the German officer 
General Liman von Sanders.

The first troops the Australians met were 
from the 9th Division of this army. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mustapha Kemal commanded the Fifth 
Army’s 19th Division. Kemal later became the 
first president of Turkey, and changed his name 
to Ataturk, “ Father of the Turks” .

F A r 7
S H O P

The Anzacs were 
confronted with 
steep slopes, thick 
scrub, confusion and 
tenacious resistance.

T Uli AUSTRALIANS WERE TO LEAD THE 
Allied assault on the peninsula, with the 4000- 
strong 3rd Australian Infantry Brigade, the 1st 
Field Company, Engineers, and the bearer sub
divisions o f  the 3rd Field Ambulance, landing 

about 4.30am.
This landing was to take place in silence before dawn, 

while the British landings later in the morning would be cov
ered by the guns of the Royal Navy.

The covering force was landed from ships’ boats towed 
initially by steamboats, then rowed to shore. Most o f the troops 
were still in their boats when the Turkish outposts fired the 
first shots. Men were killed and wounded in the boats or as 
they splashed ashore.

It rapidly became apparent they had been landed 1.6km to 
the north of the intended beach. The reason for this drift north 
has never been adequately explained, but it resulted in the units 
being thrown ashore inter-mixed and on a smaller front than 
planned.

Despite waterlogged uniforms, thick scrub, steep slopes, 
unfamil iar terrain, confusion and inter-mixing of units, enemy 
bullets and, later, artillery fire, the 3rd Brigade stormed and 
took the first slopes. While they fought their way inland, the 
Victorian 2nd Brigade and later the NSW 1st Brigade landed 
behind them.

Unfortunately for the Australians, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mustapha Kcmal was preparing to take his 19th Division for

exercises on the high ground above the Anzac landing beaches 
when news o f the landings reached him. He was ordered to 
take his regiment to intercept. Whereas General Liman von 
Sanders believed the Anzac landing to be a limited feint,
Kemal correctly deduced the importance of the Australian 
attack on the high ground, and took the 19th Division to beat 
the attackers to the crucial peaks.

Throughout the day Turkish forces rushed forward from the 
surrounding area and forced back or annihilated the scattered 
advanced parties o f  Australians.

THE DEFENCE SETTLED ON WHAT WOULD BECOME 
known as Second Ridge and the high ground on its northern 
flank, particularly the hill known as Baby 700. Turkish coun- 
ter-attacks pushed aggressively against the Anzac perimeter, 
and as Australian and New Zealand troops arrived on the 
beach, they were rushed inland to wherever they were most 
needed, with the result that units were broken up and scattered 
as they came ashore.

Another problem was that the route to the high ground 
led up gullies that were flanked by the heavy fighting along 
Second Ridge and many of the troops despatched to particular 
points, such as Baby 700, were re-directcd cn route and sucked 
into the fighting elsewhere. The results were disorganisation 
and an inability to send troops where they were most needed.
In addition, the Allies had virtually no artillery ashore.

A battery o f small Indian mountain guns fought valiantly 
but was forced out of action in the early afternoon, leaving »

Throughout the day 
Turkish forces rushed
forward from the 
surrounding area.

ALLIED ORDER OF BATTLE: FIRST LA iS
Commander-in-Chief: Gen Sir Ian
Hamilton
Chief of Staff: Maj-Gen W.P. Braithwaite 
Deputy Adjutant-General: Brig-Gen 
E.M. Woodward
Deputy Quartermaster-General: Brig- 
Gen S.H. Winter

29th Division
Maj-Gen A.G. Hunter-Weston

86th Brigade:
2/Royal Fusiliers 
1/Lancashire Fusiliers 
1/R Munster Fusiliers 
1/R Dublin Fusiliers

87th Brigade:
2/S Wales Borderers 
1/K.O.S.B
1/R Inniskilling Fusiliers 
1/Border Regt

88th Brigade:
4/Worcestershire Regt 
2/Hampshire Regt 
1/Essex Regt 
1/5th Royal Scots (TF)
XV Bde RHA (B,L&YBtys)

XVII Bde RFA (13th, 26th & 92nd Btys) 
CXtVII Bde RFA (10th, 97th, & 368th,
Btys)
460th (Highland) Bty RFA 
4th (Highland) Mountain Bde RGA (TF) 
(Argyllshire Bty and Ross & Cromarty 
Bty)
90th Heavy Bty RGA 
14th Siege Bty RGA
1 /2nd London, 1 /2nd Lowland & 1 / I  st W. 
Riding Field Coys RE (TF)
Divisional Cyclist Coy

Royal Navai Division
Maj-Gen A. Paris

1st (Naval) Brigade:
Drake Bn 
Nelson Bn 
Deal Bn RMU

2nd (Naval) Brigade:
Howe Bn 
Hood Bn 
Anson Bn

3rd (RM) Brigade:
Chatham Bn RMLI

Portsmouth Bn RMLI 
Plymouth Bn RMLt
Motor Maxim Squadron (RNAS)
1 st & 2nd Fd Coys Engineers 
Divisional Cyclist Coy

Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps
GOC: Lt-Gen Sir W. Birdwood

1st Australian Division:
Maj-Gen W.T. Bridges

1st Australian Brigade:
1st (NSW) Bn 
2nd (NSW) Bn 
3rd (NSW) Bn 
4th (NSW) Bn

2nd Australian Brigade:
5th (Victoria) Bn 
6th (Victoria) Bn 
7th (Victoria) Bn 
8th (Victoria) Bn

3rd Australian Brigade:
9th (QLD Bn

10th (SA) Bn 
11th (WA) Bn
12th (SA,WA and Tasmania) Bn
I (NSW) FA Bde (1 st, 2nd & 3rd Btys)
II (Victoria) FA Bde (4th, 5th & 6th Btys)
III (QLD) FA Bde (7th, 8th & 9th Btys)
1 st, 2nd & 3rd Field Coys Engineers

New Zealand & 
Australian Division:
Maj-Gen Sir A.J. Godley

New Zealand Brigade:
Auckland Bn 
Canterbury Bn 
Otago Bn 
Wellington Bn

4th Australian Brigade:
13 (NSW) Bn
14 (Victoria) Bn
15 (QLD & Tasmania) Bn
16 (WA &SA) Bn
New Zealand FA Bde (1st, 2nd & 3rd 
Btys)
New Zealand Field Howitzer Bty 
Field Coy New Zealand Engineers

Corps Troops
7th Indian Mountain Artillery Bde 
[21st Kohat) Battery and 26th (Jacob's) 
Battery]
Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps

Corps Expeditionnalre 
DOrient
Commander: Gen d'Amade ;
1st Division 
Gen Masnou

Metropolitan Brigade:
175th Regiment
Regt de marche d'Afrique (2 Bns 
Senegalese, 1 Bn Colonial)

Colonial Brigade:
4th Colonial Regt (2 Bns Senegalese, 1 
Bn Colonial)
6th Colonial Regt (2 Bns Senegalese, 1 
Bn Colonial)
6 Batteries of artillery (75-mm)
2 Batteries of artillery (65-mm)

-  provided by the Australian 
War Memorial

»  the Turkish batteries free to shell the Anzacs almost as 
they pleased. The fire o f the Royal Navy was limited by 
the flat trajectory of the shells and the difficulties of identi
fying targets in the confused fighting and tangled terrain.

BABY 700 REPUTEDLY CHANGED HANDS FIVE 
times that day. Attacks ebbed and flowed as the Australian 
and New Zealand line was all but annihilated, broke, was 
reinforced, counter-attacked and re-took the hill. Dead and 
wounded littered the scrub, and many men disappeared 
forever. Eventually the line broke for the last time, and the 
Turks reclaimed the hill. They were not to lose it for the 
remainder o f the campaign.

Second Ridge held throughout the day, but only by 
being constantly reinforced. Darkness meant an easing 
o f the Turkish artillery fire, but their infantry continued 
to attack throughout the night. Ultimately, Colonel Ewen 
Sinclair-MacLagan put down the success o f  the Anzac 
resistance o f the first days to “the determination of the 
stronger men to hold like grim death at all costs. There 
were enough strong men to do it.”

By day’s end, the Turks held the high ground, but 
the Australians, now reinforced by members of the New 
Zealand and Australian Division, were determined to hold 
what they had captured. The Turks were equally determined 
that the Anzacs would advance no further, and both sides 
began digging defensive works.

WHILE THIS WAS THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 
opposed amphibious landing in more than 100 years, stra
tegically it had been a failure. During the night, while the 
troops in the hills fought back Turkish counter-attacks, 
Generals William Bridges and Alexander Godley argued for 
withdrawal of the force; this was denied, and the Anzacs 
were told to hold their ground.

The reasons for the failure o f the attacking troops to take 
and hold all their objectives include: the confusion caused 
by the units landing mixed and in the wrong place; the 
difficult and tangled nature o f the terrain; inadequate intel
ligence and preparation time; Colonel Sinclair-MacLagan’s 
early decision to fight a defensive battle; and the aggressive 
and prompt response of the Turks, which was due largely 
to Kemal’s swift assessment of the situation and inspired 
counter-manoeuvres.

It is estimated that 16,000 Anzac troops were landed on 
the first day, more than 2000 of whom became casualties.

a  This article was contributed by the Army History Unit

An epic day
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE IN THIS HISTORY TO ENTER INTO 
the details of that long clay’s fighting. Readers who 
wish to know precisely where each destroyer's troops 
landed -  some of them further south near the point 
originally intended, to climb the second ridge there; 
how a battery at Gaba Tepe prom ontory... opened 
up again and again on the crowded destroyers and 
boats moving in to the beach; how the British cruiser 
Bacchante several times pushed forward till she was 
almost grounded, and smothered the neighbourhood 
of the battery with the dust and smoke of her salvoes; 
and how the Turkish guns -  really sheltered by a quarry
-  always opened up again when more boats came in, 
though in the whole day only one or two of their shells 
burst over a boat; how the great Queen Elizabeth (with 
Sir Ian Hamilton aboard, though none of the troops 
knew of his presence) came in early among the war
ships for a look at things; how the balloon ship Manica 
out near the transports sent up her big grub-like bal
loon to peer over the hills into the Narrows; and what 
were the experiences of the Australian scouts and 
other troops, some of whom, as planned, overran two 
Turkish field batteries and reached the Third Ridge
-  the one that the covering force had been intended 
to seize -  and some of whom even looked out on the 
Narrows; how in this strange country, amid the sweet-, 
smelling thyme on the uplands on that beautiful bright 
spring day, the fight, which, after the first rush, had 
seemed almost over, gradually became intense again 
and swayed hour after hour on the Second Ridge 
until the factor that wins or loses battles -  the strain 
upon nerves -  became almost unbearable so that to 
many brave men the smell of thyme long afterwards 
brought a shudder -  for the intimate experiences of 
the Australians and of the Turks who faced them in 
that famous fight the reader must be referred to the 
Australian Official History, which devotes 200 pages to 
that day.
From Anzac to Amiens, by C.E.W. Bean, published 
by the Australian War Memorial

Troops climb down rope ladders into lifeboats for the journey to Gallipoli and immortal fame.



_______

Divisional headquarters staff wade ashore.

Errors of
history ; •

;'C:

THE GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN REMAINS AMONG 
the most contentious episodes in Australian or 
even World War I history.

Its visionary origins, its tragic course and dra
matic ending all give it the power to arouse con
flicting arguments. Gallipoli has always been inter
preted in national terms, with British, Australian 
and Turkish versions of the story differing in what 
they choose to emphasise and conclude.

Among the most persistent arguments, 
especially among Australians, is the question 
of whether the April 25 landing was directed at 
the “wrong place". Quoting the 1922 edition of 
Charles Bean’s history, some will show that, as an 
officer called out as he came ashore “the damned 
fools have landed us in the wrong place!” This 
view has taken hold, but the reality was more 
complex, and our view of it should have changed 
over the years.

Bean himself revised this generalisation in 
later editions of his official history. Like the care
ful historian he became, he corrected his account 
on the basis of evidence which later emerged.
But the damage had been done: generations of 
Australians believed that the Anzacs had been 
landed in the “wrong place” .

Later historians have re-examined that view.
Dennis Winter, in his 1994 book 25 April 1915: 

the Inevitable Tragedy, made a detailed study of 
the surviving orders and concluded that the focus 
was changed verbally soon before the landing and 
that this inclined the force towards Anzac Cove 
rather than further south toward Gaba Tepe.

Tom Frame, a naval historian, was almost the 
first to ask detailed questions about what was, 
after all, a naval operation. He published The 
Shores o f Gallipoli in 2000. From a study of the 
navigational capabilities of the time, he concluded 
that warships could not have made a more precise 
landfall, and that the “error” was the result of una
voidable navigational imprecision.

Many other episodes of Gallipoli have aroused 
similar controversy and can be traced through the 
years, with participants and later historians offer
ing new interpretations based on new questions 
and fresh evidence. Nor is the process over. The 
release of records from Turkish archives -  until 
now closed -  is likely to change more of what 
once seemed like accepted views of Gallipoli.

-  Dr Peter Stanley
■  This article was first published in issue 30 of Wartime, 
the official magazine of the Australian War Memorial.

OF VALOUR 
AND HORROR

After the landings, 
the Anzacs dug in and 
learned the grim art 
of war the hard way, 
writes Roger Lee.
A p r i l  25 w a s  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  a  l o n g ,

bloody and unsuccessful campaign that dragged 
on until January 9, 1916 (when the last o f the 
British forces evacuated Cape Helles). While the 
25th is remembered as “The Day”, the diggers 

endured another 239 days at Gallipoli; days spent learning the 
business o f war the hard way.

As the Allied forces failed to achieve a single objective on 
the first day on the peninsula, the campaign became a struggle 
between the attackers trying to expand their beachhead and 
the Turkish defenders trying to push them into the sea.

For the Anzacs, the days immediately after the landing 
were taken up in consolidating their positions and beating off 
limited Turkish counter attacks.

The failure to seize the high ground to the northeast ena
bled the Turks to fire on nearly all o f the Anzacs’ positions.
So, in addition to sorting out mixed-up units, receiving and 
deploying reinforcements and setting up logistics support 
facilities on the beaches, the top priority was digging trenches 
and establishing strong points in the most exposed areas.

On May 2, 4th Brigade attempted to recapture Baby 700 
and the Nek, which had been held briefly on the first day. The

attack, a bloody failure, gave grim warning to the difficulties 
o f mounting attacks in the precipitous terrain. Emphasis then 
shifted south to the British sector where, between May 6-9, a 
series o f attacks was launched to capture Krithia.

The 2nd Australian Infantry Brigade -  sent south to aug
ment the attackers -  earned the respect o f both sides for the 
ferocity with which it fought. Once again, the attacks failed 
and the attackers, including the Australians, paid a heavy price 
for poor tactics, inadequate artillery support and underestimat
ing the enemy.

AT ANZAC, WHERE THE BEACHHEAD WAS NO 
deeper than 1.5km, the defenders were always vulnerable to 
one massive attack that would fracture the defensive perimeter 
and roll up soldiers unable to manoeuvre to counter the break.

On M ay 19, the Turks launched multiple attacks along 
the perimeter with this objective, which eventually failed at 
the cost o f enormous casualties. The 10,000 Turkish casual
ties, including 3000 killed, were testimony to the power of 
machine guns and massed rifle fire; a lesson that was to be 
reaffirmed time and time again on the Western Front.

The three months that followed were relatively quiet at 
Anzac (it was a different story at Helles where a number o f 
attritional battles were fought). However, sniping, incessant 
artillery fire and sickness sapped the defenders' strength.

BY JUNE, IT WAS CLEAR TO THE ALLIED HIGH 
command that something had to be tried to break the stale
mate. Reinforcements -  five additional divisions and much 
more artillery and ammunition -  were made available. The 
problem was how best to apply the new resources, noting that 
the Turks had been reinforcing at an even faster rate. It was 
decided to launch a major new attack in August.

Interestingly, the primary objective for the August offen
sive -  the high ground overlooking Anzac -  was not an objec
tive o f the original landing. Clearly, four months’ exposure »

U J  1914
Z  October 29: Turkish fleet, under Germany's Admiral 

Souchon, bombards Russian ports on the Black Sea.

November 2: Russia declares war on Turkey. Britain 
and France do the same three days later.

U J  November 25: First Lord of the Admiralty Winston

S  Churchill proposes naval attack to force a passage 
through the Dardanelles.

1915
January 13: Churchill convinces the War Council in 
London to "prepare for a naval expedition in February

to bombard and take th e  Gallipoli peninsula, with  
Constantinople as its object”

February 19: Allied fleet under Vice-Admiral Sackville 
Carden begins attack on Dardanelles' forts.

March 12: Sir Ian Hamilton appointed to  command 
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force.

March 18: Vice-Admiral John de Robeck launches final 
Allied naval attack on the Dardanelles.Three battle
ships, Bouvet, Irresistible and Ocean, are sunk by mines 
and a further three ships are damaged.

March 22: Hamilton and de Robeck agree on the need 
for a combined land-sea operation.

March 24: Liman von Sanders appointed to command 
Turkish Fifth Army on Gallipoli.

April 25: Allied landings at Helles, Anzac and Kum 
Kale. AE2 passes through the Dardanelles.
April 28: First Battle of Krithia.
April JO: AE2 sunk in the Sea of Marmara.

Mayl : Turkish attack at Helles.

May 6-8: Second Battle of Krithia.
May 19-20: Mass Turkish attacks at Anzac lead to 
heavy Turkish losses.

May 24: Truce at Anzac to bury dead.

May 25: Sinking of battleship Triumph by German 
submarine.

June 4: Third Battle of Krithia.

July 12-13: Allied attacks at Helles.

August 4-6: Secret reinforcement to Anzac.

August 6-9: Diversionary attack at Lone Pine.

August 6-7: Diversionary attacks at Helles; main 
Anzac offensive toward Sari Bair range commences; 
two Allied divisions land at Suvla.

August 7: Attack at the Nek; charge of 3 Light Horse 
Brigade, Russell's Top.

They were vulnerable 
to one massive attack
that would fracture the 
defensive perimeter.
»  to the tactical advantage the Turks had in holding the heights had 
caused some re-evaluation.

There were to be two diversionary attacks outside the Anzac 
area -  a small one at Helles and a very large one, involving all the 
new forces, at Suvla Bay. Despite popular mythology, the Suvla 
Bay landing was not intended to win the campaign, it was only ever 
intended to draw-off Turkish forces from the attack on the Sari Bair 
Range.

There were also a number of (supposedly) minor feints or diver
sions also mounted from within the Anzac perimeter. The most 
famous was the Lone Pine attack on August 6. Unlike the main 
attack, this “feint” succeeded in capturing and holding its objective.

The main attack was to be made by two composite forces, or 
columns comprising, on the right, the New Zealand Infantry Brigade 
and, on the left, the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade and the 29th 
Indian Infantry Brigade.

The New Zealanders were to attack Chunuk Bair, while the right 
column was to occupy Hill Q. In another o f the tragedies o f the cam
paign, the New Zealand attack was to be supported by a charge up 
the feature called the Nek, towards Chunuk Bair.

DURING THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 6, THE TWO COLUMNS 
moved north from Anzac, struggling to navigate through broken, 
thickly overgrown ground that sloped steeply at the end. They quick
ly became lost, disorganised and tired. Neither attack succeeded, 
although the New Zealanders did occupy the upper slopes of Chunuk 
Bair for a brief period. Further, the Light Horse charge at the Nek 
still went ahead with more than 300 casualties.

Although the landing at Suvla Bay was intended as a diversion, it 
held the only real prospect of success o f all the attacks undertaken. 
Unfortunately, irresolute and indolent leadership by the British and 
dynamic leadership from the Turks enabled 1500 Turks to delay, then 
contain, more than 20,000 British into a small perimeter around the 
bay. The last chance of victory slipped away from the Allies.

The failure o f  the August offensive cost Hamilton his command. 
His replacement immediately recognised there was no option but to 
withdraw and evacuation planning began.

There was little interest in any more offensive actions and the 
troops on both sides settled down to survive the appalling conditions 
and the even more appalling weather until the Allies managed to 
slip away. Ironically, the withdrawal, completed by December 20 at 
Anzac, was the most successful operation conducted by the Allies on 
the Gallipoli peninsula.

8th Battalion soldiers in an abandoned Turkish position on Bolton's Ridge: from back, Privates Ted Freeman, George 
Clements, Jim Bryant, holding a Turkish shell case, Samuel Wilson (later killed in action) and Robert Hutchinson.

At right, corpses scattered near the trenches at Lone Pine.

August 8: New Zealand forces capture 
Chunuk Bair.

August 9: Allied units, including Gurkhas, 
briefly capture part of Hill Q.

August 9: British forces at Suvla fait to 
capture high ground due to earlier arrival 
ofTurkish forces.

August 12: British attack at Suvla; one of 
Hamilton's staff officers, Guy Dawnay, first 
puts forward idea of partial evacuation.

August 12-13: Turkish counter-attack at 
Helles.

August 15: British attack at Kiretch Tepe in 
Suvla area.

August 21: Large Allied attack at Suvla.

August 29: Partial Allied capture of Hill 60 
in Suvla area.

October 16: Hamilton and his chief-of-staff, 
Major-Gereral Walter Braithwaite, replaced.

October 28: Hamilton’s replacement. Sir 
Charles Monro, arrives at Gallipoli and three 
days later recommends evacuation.

December 8: Monro ordered to evacuate 
Suvla and Anzac.

December 12: Troops at Suvla and Anzac 
told of plan to evacuate.

December 19-20: Evacuation of Anzac 
and Suvla.

January 7:
Last Turkish attack at Helles.

January 8-9:
Evacuation of Helles and end of campaign.

With the last rays 
of the sun, I was staring through 
the periscope for any sign of the living among the bodies.
There are little khaki heaps of bodies, then twos and threes here 
and there lying among the Turks. Some are only rotting khaki 
without either shape or form. The boots last the longest.
Within a few yards of my periscope lay a tale telling how furious
ly both sides died. The Australian’s bayonet is sticking, rusty and 
black, six inches through the Turk’s back. One hand is gripping 
the Turk’s throat, while even now you can see the Turk's teeth 
fastened through what was the boy’s wrist. The Turk’s bayonet 
is jammed through the boy’s stomach and one hand is clenched, 
claw-like, across the Australian’s face. I wonder will they fight if 
there is an after world.
From The Desert Column, by Ion Idriess, 
published by Angus & Robertson.



THE FORGOTTEN

FORCE
Many people are not 
aware of the integral role 
of sailors at Anzac.
Dr David Stevens puts 
the failures and successes 
of the Allied naval forces 
into perspective.

F OR TODAY’S AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE, 
and indeed all Australians, one aspect of the 
Gallipoli campaign which demands better under
standing is the role played by Allied naval forces. 
After all, it was their ships that transported the 

Anzacs safely to Gallipoli, sustained them while ashore, and 
safely removed them at the end of the operation.

At its peak, the campaign directly involved more than 250 
French and British warships ranging from battleships through to 
trawlers. Australia, too, maintained a naval presence, with HMA 
Submarine AE2 taking an active and important role at the outset 
o f the campaign and the 1st RAN Bridging Train later commit
ted in support of engineering operations on the peninsula.

The campaign was first planned as a purely naval effort, 
but the failure by the combined Allied fleet to force a passage 
past the Turkish minefields in the Dardanelles forced a rethink. 
The Allies still considered that their warships would have to 
penetrate into the Sea of Marmara and bombard Constantinople 
(Istanbul] in order to compel Turkey to surrender, but sought 
to first secure the Gallipoli peninsula through an amphibious 
assault.

Success ashore would allow the enemy’s minefields to be 
cleared without interference from Turkish shore batteries and 
field artillery, and thereby permit the free passage of the fleet.

Only because of Allied naval supremacy could the joint 
expedition even be contemplated. Thereafter and throughout the 
campaign, sea-based forces mounted a complex succession of 
direct and indirect support operations, which involved not only 
fire support, ferrying troops and supplies, but also interdiction 
at sea and ashore, naval air support, and blockade enforcement.

While the Allied leadership at the Gallipoli campaign is 
often criticised for its organisational and cultural failings, these 
should not mask the successes that were achieved. Like many 
aspects o f military operations during World War I, the combat
ants at Gallipoli encountered a novel situation.

Despite Britain’s long history of joint operations, the scale 
o f the Gallipoli expedition was unprecedented. Planning for the 
close integration of land, sea and air assets had not been under
taken before, and original solutions were needed.

Adaptation and innovation were the keys, and although sel
dom recalled, the level of joint service cooperation eventually 
attained at Gallipoli was far ahead of anything contemplated 
before the war. With its structure and disposition continuously 
tailored to meet developing circumstances, the inherent flexibil
ity o f the fleet ensured that support for the troops never faltered 
during the eight-month campaign.

As in every amphibious operation, control of the sea 
remained critical throughout, allowing the Allied force to use 
the sea for its own purposes, while preventing the Turkish force 
from doing the same.

The heavy guns of the British battleships were an effective 
deterrent to Turkish attempts to use their warships in support of 
their own troops or against Allied positions. Using aerial spot
ting to fire over the peninsula it would take only one or two big 
gun salvoes to force the enemy’s ships to withdraw back up the 
Narrows.

Everything required by the expedition came and went by 
sea; the men, mules, guns and ammunition, the wire and timber 
supports for the construction of fortifications and trenches and 
of course the water and provisions. Most importantly, because it 
could rely on sea control, the Allied command always retained 
the option o f evacuating the force from the peninsula.

What might have happened should such control be lost was 
best illustrated by the fall of Singapore in February 1942, when 
more than 15,000 Australian troops marched into Japanese 
captivity.

Simultaneously, Allied sea power acted to disrupt Turkish 
communications and hamstrung their efforts to dislodge the 
Allies. There was no railway to Gallipoli and the nearest sta
tion was 50 miles [80km] from the northern end of the isthmus. 
Allied battleships and monitors shelled the main road and single 
access bridge to disrupt Turkish transport arrangements, while 
naval aircraft demonstrated their reach by attacking the enemy’s 
railhead.

Meanwhile, the exploits of Allied submarines in the Sea of 
Marmara -  a classic case of sea denial and one of the few undis
puted successes o f the campaign -  practically stopped sea com
munications between Constantinople and Gallipoli.

BY JULY 1915, THE TURKS HAD ABANDONED THE 
sea route for the transport of troops, while by the end of 
December only one large steamer was left operating in the Sea 
of Marmara. The lack of alternative routes forced the Turks to 
bring almost everything into Gallipoli by land at night; troops 
on foot and supplies by camels and ox carts.

Farther afield, Allied destroyers maintained patrols to pre
vent contraband reaching Turkey through Greek or Bulgarian 
ports. Other warships escorted friendly transports, hunted 
for enemy submarines in the lower Aegean and blocked their 
passage into the Sea of Crete. Rather than taking place on a 
small Turkish peninsula, from the joint perspective the cam
paign is better understood by looking at the entire Eastern 
Mediterranean.

The lasting legacy of Gallipoli should not be seen in terms 
of the slaughter between the trenches. Though ultimately a stra
tegic failure, the campaign provided a wealth of shared experi
ence. Joint operations techniques and procedures, ranging from 
improved command and control through to common terminol
ogy were learned the hard way in 1915, but the fundamentals of 
modem maritime power projection were established.

Informing the development of amphibious tactics and equip
ment between the wars, Gallipoli provided a wealth of invalu
able lessons.

“We are far from being beaten”, wrote the Allied naval com
mander, Admiral John de Roebeck, at the time of the evacua
tion, "... in fact we have learned a great deal and will know what 
to do in the future.”

The succession of successful amphibious assaults, which 
brought victory to the Allies in 1945, stand as a testament to de 
Roebeck’s words. Soldiers o f A and C companies, 11th Battalion, 1st AIF, on the new deck of HMS London the day before the landings.

to observe effectually
cS

■

Network-centric 
warfare in 1915
THE FOLLOWING DIAGRAMS ARE BASED ON PART OF THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL’S 
collection of original Anzac material (AWM 2S 367/26). Given Defence’s ongoing interest in net
work-centric warfare, enhanced situational awareness and better connectivity between diverse force 
elements, they serve as a useful reminder that there is really little new in warfare. As the diagrams 
illustrate, attempts at broad area networking were 
undertaken in 1915.

The first diagram describes the fire support plan 
for the initial Anzac landings at Gaba Tepe on April 
25. Assigned in support were the ships of the Second 
Squadron of the combined Allied Fleet. The first wave 
of 1500 troops were to be towed behind the old 
Royal Navy battleships Prince of Wales, Queen and 
London (on the left flank, but not shown in the dia
gram). Offering direct fire support for the landings, 
wherever and whenever asked by the army, were the 
battleships Majestic and Triumph and the cruiser 
Bacchante (north of Gaba Tepe, but not in diagram).
Positioned further out were the seaplane carrier Ark 
Royal, and the balloon ship Manica. The latter two 
vessels are of particular interest, as they demon
strate the Allied intention to employ the latest in 
developing technology whenever possible. Aerial 
observers first began spotting for the fire support 
ships from April 24, but unfortunately procedures 
remained largely untested.

At the second stage, artillery observers have 
been established ashore. The cruiser, Baccahante, 
requiring less depth of water than the battleships 
and possessing faster firing guns, was able to 
close the beach and provide rapid, direct fire on enemy posi
tions. Although wireless telegraphy provided the primary communications link, 
visual communications, using either semaphore signalling or flashing light, would always be available 
as a backup. In the third and final phase of the plan, the divisional and higher headquarters have been 
established ashore, and landline communications, using telephone cables, have been established 
between the forward observation positions and naval communication stations on the beach. Beach sta

tions were established on each flank of the opera
tion, as well as in the centre, providing immediate 
communication with the supporting battleships.
Not shown are the destroyers stationed on each 
flank, which turned searchlights onto the shore at 
night to prevent a surprise beach attack.
ALTHOUGH THE INFORMATION EXCHANGE AND 
fire support networks detailed in these diagrams 
look efficient in theory, the results were found less 
successful in practice. For example, the unreliabili
ty and poor performance of early aircraft and wire
less equipment, and a lack of practical experience 
hindered spotting naval gunfire. Indeed, Manica’s 
tethered balloons were found to be generally more 
reliable than either Ark Royal’s seaplanes or the 
army’s shore based observers, simply because 
they used a less vulnerable telephone connection. 
The effectiveness of fire support was at times 
limited by a combination of the obsolete fire con
trol systems, unsuitable ammunition, and the flat 
trajectory of naval guns, particularly when direct

ed against dug-in troops, reverse slopes and deep valleys. 
Despite these problems, naval gunfire remained an essential capability. With equipment priority 

going to the British Army in France, the Dardanelles expedition was always seriously under-gunned, 
and only covering ships could provide adequate firepower. In the first critical days, naval gunfire was 
credited with preventing many Turkish counter
attacks due to its devastating effect upon troops 
in the open. A battleship’s 15-inch shrapnel shell 
contained 15,000 bullets, and an Australian colonel 
noted that one shell from HMS Queen Elizabeth 
“ had wiped out a whole Turkish regiment” .

The German commander of the Turkish forces,
General Liman von Sanders, had no doubts about 
the value of the naval covering force, writing later 
that, “ the artillery effect of the hostile battleships 
constituted a support of extraordinary power for 
the landing army” . Through hard-won experience, 
joint procedures and communications improved 
until even the smaller-gunned warships were fully 
integrated and able to provide immediate respon
sive and accurate fire support. Commanders 
ashore regularly called on this support to hinder 
the movement of enemy reinforcements, sup
press enemy gun crews, and reduce the morale 
of enemy troops. By contrast the mere presence 
of the whole range of naval support vessels was of immense
reassurance to the Anzacs. The loss of Triumph to a German U-boat on May 25 was regarded as being 
like an “old friend gone” and, according to one account, the troops were all for subscribing a month’s 
pay towards salving her. -  Dr David Stevens

3rd Stage -  When all the proposed 
systems are established



GALLIPOLI IS SO IMPORTANT TO AUSTRALIA THAT 
Australians sometimes mistakenly think that ours 
was the main or even the only nation contributing 
forces to the campaign. In fact, units of six other 
armies served on Gallipoli as part o f the 350,000-: 
strong Mediterranean Expeditionary Force

Various other units, such as the Zion Mule Corps, 
recruited among volunteers in Egypt, and Egyptian; 
labour units, also supported the force. ;
Britain

V ~ Most of the"Allied troops, and almost all f te  naval 
forces, were British. They included regular formations 
(notably the 29th Division), troops of the Royal Naval 
Division, Territorial units (such as the East Lancashire 
and Lowland Divisions) and Kitchener’s Army forma
tions (such as the 10th Irish Division). British troops 
served in all three areas on Gallipoli, at Helles. Suvla 
and Anzac. Britain lost about 25,000 dead in the 
campaign;.; i;'
France

France sent ships to join the British fleet opei st
ing against the Dardanelles in February, and lost the 
battleship Bouvet in the March 18 attack. A French 
corps, comprising metropolitan French and colonial 
troops (from Fiance's north-west African empire)

served at Cape Helles. About 10,000 French troops 
died in the campaign, fighting on the right flank of the 
Helles front.
Australia

About 50 000 men of the Australian Imperial 
Force served on Gallipoli (no-one has yet estnb- 
lished the exact number) -  the bulk of Sii William 
Birdwood’s Australian and New Zealand Army Corps. 
They included the 1st Infantry Division and three 
Light Horse Brigades as well as the 4th Infantry 
Brigade, and were joined in September by the 2nd 
Infantry Division. The Australian submarine AE2 and 
the RAN Bridging Train also served in the campaign. 
Australia suffered more than 8000 dead as a result of 
the Gallipoli campaign.
New Zealand

New Zealand sent infantry, artillery, mounted 
rifles engineer and medical units to Gallipoli. The 1st 
Infantry Brigade served alongside the 4th Australian 
Brigade.andfhe 1st Light Horse Brigade as pari: of 
Major General Alexander Godley's New Zealand and 
Australian Division. The New Zealand Mounted Rifles 
Brigade, serving dismounted, held Russell's Top and 
reconnoitred the route taken by the attack ovei the

Chunuk Bair range in August. New Zealand lost 2400 
soldiers in the campaign.
In d ia

Some 3000 troops of Britain's Indian army served 
on Gallipoli. The 29th Infantry Brigade (compris
ing one Sikh and three Gurkha battalions) served at 
Helles and at Anzac (fighting alongside Australian 
troops fn the failed August offensive). Indian moun
tain artillery landed on April 25 and remained at 
Anzac throughout the campaign. India's losses were 
proportionally the heaviest among all the combatant 
forces in the campaign, with more than 1600 killed: 
about onein two.
N e w fo u n d la n d

The Newfoundland Regiment served on Gallipoli, 
inainiy at Suvla from-September, {Newfoundland - 
was not incorporated into Canada until 1943.) About 
50 Newfoundlanders died during the campaign. The 
regiment was virtually annihilated on the Somme the 
following year.:
Ceylon [Sri Lanka]

A company of the Ceylon Planters Rifles, a unit 
o f  European part-tfme soldiers, was part o f the 
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps forming the 
headquarters guard of the corps.

MYTH: The attack at The Nek by 3rd Light 
Horse Brigade on August 7 was in support 
of the British landing at Suvla Bay.

In fact, both this attack and the landing at 
Suvla were in support of an offensive to seize 
the high ground around Sari Bair. Specifically, 
3rd Light Horse Brigade were supporting an 
attack by New Zealanders on Chunuk Bair.
The New Zealanders, and the other assault 
troops on the flank, had become lost on the 
night approach march over unreconnoitred 
ground.

MYTH: The British commander of 3rd 
Light Horse Brigade refused to cancel the 
attacks of the la ter waves of 10 Light Horse, 
despite the annihilation of the earlier waves  
(and 8th Light Horse).

|  Another of the myths entrenched by 
the film Gallipoli. The brigade commander, 
Colonel Frederick Hughes, an Australian, 
was not present in his headquarters. The 
suggestions to call off the third wave (made 
personally by Lieutenant-Colonel Noel 
Brazier, Commanding Officer 10th Light 
Horse Regiment, not by a runner) was 
refused by Lieutenant-Colonel Jack Antill, 
the Brigade Major, another Australian officer, 
as markers had been seen in the Turkish 
trenches. The attack of the fourth wave was 
a mixture of error and accident while the CO

was discussing the situation with the Brigade 
Commander. The report of marker flags in 
the Turkish trenches, was reliably reported by 
observers, and has never been explained

MYTH: The AIF were natural soldiers: 
good horsemen and good shots.

At the end of the war, there was much 
made of the supposed superiority of colonial 
troops over those from the British Isles. The 
Australian Official Historian, C.E.W. Bean, 
suggested that this was in part due to the 
rugged independence fostered by close con
tact with rural life. From this has arisen the 
idea that the AIF was composed primarily of 
tall, healthy rugged bushmen, dedicated to 
the egalitarian ideal. This was simply not true. 
A statistical analysis of total recruit figures 
for 1914-1918 reveal that only 17 percent 
were identifiably from “ country callings” .
The largest single occupational group were 
tradesmen at 33 per cent then labourers at 
30 per cent. Nor were they innately good 
soldiers or natural shots. An entry in the War 
Diary of the 1st Battalion fo r the September 
9,1914, notes “ Musketry was confined 
to grouping practice. Results were only 
moderate as most men were unacquainted 
with rifle.” Like all soldiers, training was the 
essential component in proficiency.

FACTS AND MYTHS
Where they were

■ A nzac positions one w e e k  a f t e r  th e  lan d in g
A nzac positions a f te r  th e  A ugust o ffe n s ive  

■........ - -——  Turkish  positions a f te r  th e  A u g u st o ffe n s ive

T h e  k e y  p o in ts © The Sphinx
o A nzac Cove © Courtney’s Post
© Q ueensland Point © Germ an O fficer’s Trench
© Shrapnel Gully © Q uinn’s Post
© Tasm ania Post © Pope’s Hill
© Leane’s Trench © The Nek
O Chatham ’s Post © The C hessboard
© Lone Pine © Scrubby Knoll
© Brow n’s Dip © Rhododendron Ridge

© Johnston ’s Jolly © Battleship Hill

© M onash Valley © C hunuk Bair

© Plugge’s Plateau © Sari Ba ir R idge
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The Anzacs scale the cliffs of Gallipoli in George Lambert's dramatic painting Anzac. The Landing 1915, which hangs in the Gallipoli gallery at the Australian War Memorial.

Every Australian knows about 
Gallipoli, but that doesn't 
mean we are well informed 
about the campaign.
Here's a chance to test your 
knowledge and to learn more 
about the peninsula war.

Pier-less effort
DID YOU KNOW THAT THE FINAL ALLIED 
evacuation from  Suvla Bay required the 
building of a long and heavy pier?

This task fell to the sailors of the Royal 
Australian Navy Bridging Team, who, 
faced with a lack of suitable bolts and iron 
dowels needed for the construction of 
the pier turned to a wrecked sand dredge 
to acquire the material needed to make 
them.

Here they removed the iron rungs 
from engine room ladders and the forming 
from bridge railings that they brought ashore to manu
facture the necessary bolts and dowels using portable 
forges. The task was completed in a few days and the 
pier was then built.

The sailors of the Bridging Team 
wore the same uniform as the sol
diers of the AIF but did, however, 
distinguish themselves as being 
Navy through the adornment of 
brass anchors that they wore in 
place of the Rising Sun badge on 
their hats and collars.

They also wore a distinctive 
chain stitched colour patch that 
was worn on the upper sleeve of 
their jackets.

About 50,000 Australians took part in the Gallipoli 
campaign: more than 8000 died.

The Australian dead of Gallipoli were buried on several Greek 
islands, on Malta, in Egypt, at sea and even in Britain and Australia 
as well as on Gallipoli.

Only one Australian's body was brought home from Gallipoli 
-  Major General William Throsby Bridges, commander of 
the 1st Australian Division, who died on May 18 after being 
sniped in the front line.

The Turks lost at least 85,000 dead in the campaign -  no-one 
knows exactly how many: their dead were not counted.

The heaviest casualties per head on Gallipoli were suffered 
by the Indians: one in two o f the Sikhs and Gurkhas who 
served in the campaign died.

John Simpson, Australia's greatest Gallipoli hero, was actually 
a British merchant sailor who had jumped ship in Australia just 
before the war.

About 20 per cent o f Australian troops serving on Gallipoli 
had been born in Britain.

Medical arrangements in April and August failed in the face of 
huge casualties: some wounded reached Egypt aboard horse 
transports with only vets to tend the wounded.

Though British generals have been derided as geriatric 
incompetents, in fact most were in their early 50s.

As light horsemen charged to their deaths at the Nek, at nearby 
Quinn's Post at exactly the same time Major George Bourne gave

orders to halt a similar massacre occurring among attacking light 
horsemen: his name is unfortunately forgotten.

The firs t Victoria Cross won at Anzac was awarded to a 
British sailor, Walter Parker, fo r rescuing wounded at Anzac 
on April 30.

The first Australian awarded the Victoria Cross on Gallipoli was 
Lance Corporal Albert Jacka, for killing Turks attacking Courtney's 
Post on May 19.
Nine Australians were 
awarded Victoria Crosses for 
deeds performed on Gallipoli: 
seven fo r deeds during the 
terrib le  trench fighting at 
Lone Pine in August.

The Lancashire Fusiliers, which 
landed at W Beach on April 25, 
famously won "six VCs before 
breakfast".

No campaign medal was issued for Gallipoli, though most of 
the Australian and British empire troops who served there were 
awarded the 1914-15 Star-

The "drip  rifle", famed for 
supposedly deceiving the 
Turks at the evacuation, in 
fact, played no part in its 
success: by the tim e the f irs t 
one w ent o ff the last troops 
were in the boats.

Simpson, “The man with the 
donkey” , was actually English.
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U P  P E R
The voyage of the AE2 
through to the Sea of 
Marmara on Anzac Day 
is a justifiable source of 
pride to the Navy.

O N APRIL 25 AS THE ANZAC TROOPS 
were landing at Gallipoli, AE2 became 
the first Allied submarine to penetrate the 
56.3km-long Dardanelles Strait and enter 
the Sea of Marmara. Her commanding offic

er, Lieutenant Commander Henry Hugh Gordon “Dacre” 
Stoker, described the passage as follows:

Having proceeded from the anchorage offTenedos, I lay 
at the entrance off the Dardanelles until moonset and about 
2.30am on April 25 entered the Straits at 8 knots. Weather calm 
and clear. As the order to run amok in the Narrows precluded 
all possibility o f passing through unseen, I decided to travel on 
the surface as far as possible.

Searchlights continually swept the Strait but AE2 con
tinued unmolested until 4.30am when batteries opened 
fire from the northern shore. The submarine dived and 
began her passage through the minefield. W ires continually 
scraped her sides for the next half hour. Twice she surfaced 
in the minefield for observation. At 6am, she was within 
3.2km o f  the Narrows, submerged to periscope depth.
The sea was flat calm. Forts on both sides o f the Narrows 
sighted her and immediately opened fire. Stoker watch
ing through his periscope observed a number of ships and 
decided to attack a small cruiser:

At a range of three to four hundred yards [274 to 365m] I 
fired a bow torpedo, ordering 70 feet [21m] to avoid a destroyer 
which was attempting to ram on the port side. As the vessel 
dived, the destroyer passed overhead close, and the torpedo was 
heard to hit.

After a brief interval underwater Stoker decided to look 
around:

As the vessel was rising, she hit bottom and slid up on the 
bank to a depth of 10 feet [3m], at which depth a considerable 
portion of the conning tower was above water. Through the 
periscope I saw that the position was immediately under Fort 
Anatoli Medjidieh.

The fort opened fire and for some minutes shells fell on 
all sides, until efforts to refloat her succeeded and she slid 
into the safety of deep water. Relief, however, w as shortlived 
as soon AE2 was again stranded:

As my vessel was lying with inclination down by the bows
I went full speed ahead,. Shortly afterwards she began to move 
down the bank, bumped, gathered way and then bumped very 
heavily. She, however, continued to descend and at 80 feet 
[24.3m] I dived off the bank. The last bump was calculated to 
considerably injure the vessel, but as I considered my chief 
duty was to prove the passage through the Straits possible, I 
decided to continue.

An unknown crewmember penned this account of AE2’s 
subsequent operations.

The next day [April 26] we spent slowly steaming 
round awaiting for any ships that might be coming from 
Constantinople to Gallipoli but nothing was sighted all day. In 
the evening it came on to blow fresh and at dusk as we were 
proceeding towards Gallipoli we sighted a ship coming towards 
us.

We dived and prepared to attack when the ship came up.
She was seen to be one of the old type o f cruiser. We fired a 
torpedo, but missed it being rather too dusk for a good shot. 
The same evening some ship was seen to be making our 
number in the Morse code to try and get us to answer or else 
come up close to them, but we were not to be caught like that

The key message
LATE IN THE EVENING OF APRIL 25, 1915, A COUNCIL 
of war was taking place on the British flagship HMS 
Queen Elizabeth as it steamed off the coast of the 
Gallipoli peninsula. The British Commander-in-Chief, Sir 
Ian Hamilton, was in conference with his senior staff 
discussing the progress of the Allied troops ashore.

Moments earlier Hamilton had received a message from 
Lieutenant General Sir William Birdwood who had reluc
tantly recommended an immediate evacuation. This was 
based on advice from  Birdwood’s two divisional command
ers ashore who feared the exhausted troops could not w ith
stand a Turkish counter-attack the next day. The situation 
appeared grave and the matter of re-embarkation required 
immediate consideration

Far away from this scene on the other side of Gallipoli, 
a small RAN submarine, AE2, under the command of 
Lieutenant Commander Henry Hugh Gordon “ Dacre”
Stoker, had completed a gruelling underwater passage 
through the Dardanelles Strait. In doing so, AE2 had made 
history as the first Allied submarine to successfully pen
etrate the heavily mined and fortified stretch of water. In 
the process, it had also carried out a torpedo attack against 
a Turkish warship, and was now poised to enter the inland 
Sea of Marmara.

Stoker’s orders were to infiltrate the 
inland sea and “ run amok” to prevent enemy

John Perryman explains 
the role a signal from 
under the sea had on the 
Allied commanders.
shipping from re-supplying their army on the peninsula. 
But, before Stoker proceeded, it was vital that he let the 
fleet know c-f his success so that other submarines could 
follow a i l i  join him. At 8.45pm, AE2 surfaced and Stoker 

gave the order to make the 
j | ,  . I t  signal.

This duty fell to 22-year- 
old Victorian, Able Seaman 
William Falconer. As AE2’s 
telegraphist, his use of the 
Morse key was about to

.

t i f i i

as we knew there were no more English ships in the Sea of 
Marmara.

This night we lay on the bottom as we did not want any 
more experiences like we had on the previous night, so we 
selected a nice little bay on the European shore which we knew 
had a good sandy bottom, and there we lay in peace.

The next morning the Captain decided to go down to 
Gallipoli to see if there were any transports there which may 
have passed us during the night. This meant a very long dive, so 
we charged our batteries up to all it would carry.

During the time we were charging the battery we were all 
the time steaming towards Gallipoli. When we were just out of 
range of the forts we dived and proceeded towards the harbour. 
There was nothing there except a gunboat and a number of 
small craft.

We spent an hour in trying to get a shot at the gunboat but 
without success. It was a beautifully fine day and not a ripple 
on the water, and, o f course, every time we showed our peri

scope we were seen and the gunboat had time to alter course 
before we could get a shot in.

After putting in an hour, we decided to go back to the Sea 
of Marmara, but just as we were leaving the harbour a transport 
was coming in escorted by destroyers. We fired our starboard 
torpedo but missed.

We immediately turned a little and fired our stem torpedo. 
On firing this torpedo we had to immediately go down out of 
sight, as the destroyers were attempting to ram us.

We showed our periscope five minutes later but there was 
no transport to be seen, only the destroyers. We had to dive a 
long way on this occasion, as we were followed by destroyers 
who were trying to locate us. However, we got well clear of 
them and came to the surface (at this stage our battery was get
ting very low) and commenced to steam on the surface with our 
gas engine, at the same time charging our batteries.

We had been under way about half-an-hour when we sight
ed four or five different jets of smoke on the horizon. At first it 
was not certain whether these ships were going away from »

last out
THE NAVY WAS THE "FIRST IN AND LAST OUT" OF THE 
Australian forces at Gallipoli. The submarine AE2 
began her passage of the Dardanelles before the Anzac 
landings commenced, while the departure o f the RAN 
Bridging Train from  Suvla Bay took place after the 
evacuation from Anzac Cove.

AE2 was equipped w ith  four single torpedo tubes 
at bow, stern, and on either beam. Only one spare 
torpedo was carried fo r each tube, but the unusual 
arrangement allowed a weapon to be rapidly brought 
to  bear on a target appearing from  any direction.

At one point during her passage through the 
Dardanelles, AE2 remained submerged fo r 16 hours.
The air inside became so foul that matches once struck 
refused to burn.

The concern shown by Australian naval authorities 
for the crew o f AE2 while in Turkish captivity had 
defin ite  lim its. After requestioning the British 
Admiralty, the RAN debited the prisoners' pay for the 
cost o f thick w inter clothing. Food parcels, however, 
were granted as a free issue.

The evacuation o f the Bridging Train did not see 
the last of Australian sailors at Gallipoli. In January 
1918, the British submarine E14 was sent to torpedo a 
Turkish battlecruiser, aground in the Dardanelles.

Forced to the surface by enemy warships, E14 was 
subsequently destroyed by shellfire. Only nine of the 
crew of 31 survived. One o f these was Able Seaman 
Mitchell o f Ballarat, the only Australian on board. He 
had been stationed on the conning tower passing 
orders below to  the helmsman.

All the officers were killed and he was le ft alone. 
Although the enemy had the exact range and he was 
the only man visible he remained at his post and took 
charge of the doomed boat until she sank. When in the 
water he rescued the wireless operator who had been 
wounded and was unconscious.

There was no senior officer to recommend Mitchell 
for distinction and his only reward fo r gallant conduct 
was in the self-evident fact tha t he had done his duty.

-  N a v a l H is to ry  S ection

found to be full of water. The valves on this tank had not been 
touched; how it became full is a mystery.

The only thing we could put this accident down to was that 
the water had leaked into this tank during the time we were 
lying on the bottom, for we had a hurried refit in Malta. In try
ing to rectify this we broke surface and the torpedo boat (which 
was up to within 100 yards [91,4m] of us) immediately fired on 
us, putting two shots through into the engine room.

This made it impossible for us to dive again as the water 
was pouring in, so we had to surrender. We had no means of 
putting up a fight as we had no gun and we could not fire our 
remaining torpedo.

During this time, we were laying on the surface before we 
surrendered the torpedo boat fired two torpedoes at us and the 
gunboat one. All these torpedoes missed.

If we had been struck by one of these torpedos, we should 
have been blown out of the water. When we came on deck to 
surrender the gunboat and torpedo boat were still firing on us, 
but immediately we surrendered the torpedo boat stopped fir
ing and commenced steaming around at full speed blowing her 
siren to try and make the gunboat stop firing.

As she was a greater distance away we were quite safe as 
ail her shots were falling short. After about five minutes, she 
stopped firing and came up close to us. The submarine was 
lying at an angle down by the bows and sinking very slowly. 
Everybody had plenty of time to get on deck.

The torpedo boat ran up close to us and threw out life belts 
and lowered a small dinghy. Our coxswain called out and told 
all those who could swim to jump in and go towards the tor
pedo boat and those who could not swim so well were to get 
into the dinghy.

Just as everybody was clear, submarine AE2 sank in about 
250 feet [76m] of water so that would make it impossible to 
raise her again. — c o m p ile d  b y  D r D avid  S tevens

We had not been under way 10 minutes before we sighted 
[the British submarine] E14. She, like ourselves, had just come 
to the surface. This was indeed a delightful sight for us as it 
meant company. We ran up close to her and exchanged greet
ings. She had come through two days after, April 27. It was 
then getting late so after making a rendezvous for the following 
day we parted. We proceeded to a small bay on the European 
shore to lay on the bottom for the night.

We got under way and rose to the surface about 8am. 
Nothing was in sight so we proceeded on our way to meet E l4. 
On our way we sighted smoke on the horizon. This was soon 
seen to be a torpedo boat and a gunboat coming from Gallipoli.

When they were about two miles off [3.2km], we stopped 
engines and stood by to dive at a moment’s notice. The tor
pedo boat soon sighted us and came full speed towards us. We 
immediately dived but it was soon seen that something was 
wrong with the boat; she appeared to be heavy by the bows and 
when the Captain looked round the boat a main ballast tank was

have a profound impact on the discussions taking »
»  place on the Queen Elizabeth, and forever cement AE2’s 
place in the history of the Dardanelles campaign.

As Falconer tapped away at his wireless from within, the 
sub’s damp external wire aerial was seen by Stoker to be 
throwing off purple and blue sparks. The young telegraphist 
tried in vain to get an acknowledgement of his signal, and 
after several attempts it was assumed that the radio equip
ment had been damaged and, therefore, the fleet would 
remain unaware of their achievement.

Unbeknown to Stoker and Falconer, the message had, 
in fact, been received in Queen Elizabeth at the crucial 
moment when Hamilton was deliberating with his staff 
whether or not to order a general evacuation. The council 
of war was dramatically interrupted when one of Hamilton's 
aides handed a copy of Stoker’s signal to Commander 
Roger Keyes who announced, “Tell them [the troops on 
shore] this. It is an omen. An Australian submarine has 
done the finest feat in submarine history and is going to 
torpedo all the ships bringing reinforcements, supplies and 
ammunition into Gallipoli” .

This was a tremendous fillip and in his response to 
Birdwood, Hamilton wrote, “Your news is indeed serious. 
But there is nothing for it but to dig yourselves right in and 
stick it out.

“ It would take at least two days to re-embark you, as 
Admiral Thursby will explain to you.

“ Meanwhile, the Australian submarine has got up 
through the Narrows and has torpedoed a gunboat... 
Hunter-Weston despite his heavy losses will be advancing 
tomorrow which should divert pressure from you. Make a 
personal appeal to your men ... to make a supreme effort to 
hold their ground.

“ PS. You have got through the difficult business, now 
you have only to dig, dig, dig until you are safe.”

If nothing else, AE2’s signal certainly provided morale- 
boosting information at a time when it was most needed. 
Many believe that it directly influenced the decision made 
by Hamilton that night, resulting in the Allied forces remain
ing on the peninsula.

It would be a further eight months before a general 
evacuation was ordered and during that time the story of 
Anzac was carved into Australian history. Unfortunately for 
the 32-strong crew of the AE2. it would be more than three 
years before they learned of the impact their incredible feat 
had on the Dardanelles campaign.

On April 30 the submarine’s luck ran out when she 
was forced to the surface -  out of control -  while avoiding 
a Turkish gunboat. With his submarine badly damaged, 
Stoker ordered his crew to abandon ship before scuttling 
his crippled craft. The crew was taken prisoner and spent 
the remainder of the war in Turkish prison camps where 
four perished.

The wreck of AE2 was located in October 1998 on the 
bottom of the Sea of Marmara where it remains to this day. 
Decisions on the future management of the wreck are still 
being negotiated.

»  us or coming towards us but it was not long before we saw 
that they were coming towards us from Constantinople.

These were six destroyers escorting two or three small 
transports. At this stage we had only one torpedo left and as 
these were only small transports, the Captain decided to keep 
our only torpedo for something larger, but just show ourselves 
as much as possible so as to frighten them.

When they were about 2000 yards [1.8km] from us we were 
all put to our diving stations so as to be ready to go under at a 
moment’s notice, but they refused to fire on us till they were 
within about 800 yards [730m] of us. One shot fell about 100 
yards [91m] off our starboard bow and one passed just over us.

We immediately dived and when we were down to a depth 
of 40 feet [12m], one destroyer rushed over us at full speed 
thinking that perhaps we had not got down far enough and that 
she might be able to ram us. After remaining down about 20 
minutes, we came to the surface; the destroyers were well clear 
of us so we started our engines and steamed towards Marmara 
Island.



The aerial campaign 
at Gallipoli is often 
overlooked. Dr Chris 
Clark reveals how 
aircraft had a role from 
the beginning of combat 
on April 25.

T HE PRESENCE OF AIRCRAFT AT THE 
Gallipoli landing receives little attention in 
most accounts of that iconic event. To an extent 
this is understandable, since the achievements 
o f  the airmen had not been initially very con

spicuous, despite their involvement from the earliest stages 
of the campaign.

On the first day o f the landings at Anzac Cove, the 
Australians and New Zealanders fighting inland were recipi
ents o f some remarkable and relatively novel support. As 
plans and diagrams o f landing arrangements plainly show, 
included in the naval force covering the operation were two 
special vessels: a balloon ship, Manica, and an “aircraft car
rier” (more a seaplane tender), Ark Royal.

Ark Royal, and the machines o f No. 3 Wing o f  the Royal 
Naval Air Service that she carried, had been with the Anglo- 
French fleet from February 1915 when attempts to reduce 
the Turkish forts at Sedd-el-Bahr and Kum Kale began.

Ark Royal and Manica's role was to control from the air 
the supporting gunfire that was meant to be provided by the 
battleships Triumph and Majestic. Ark Royal was regarded 
as something o f a “wonder ship” since being taken over by 
the Royal Navy and converted during 1914 into her new car
rier role from her previous identity as a tramp steamer.

In the event, this early attempt to use aerial observation 
to maximise the effectiveness of naval gunfire was not par
ticularly successful.

The seaplanes, which were lowered over the side o f Ark 
Royal, and took off as soon as light permitted, experienced 
great difficulty in locating the concealed Turkish batter
ies that from 1 lam began lashing the troops o f the 2nd 
Australian Brigade with shrapnel.

The aircrews were not helped by the large, primitive and 
unreliable wireless transmitters carried in their machines 
which were the primary means of notifying corrections to 
the gunnery controller on board Majestic.

It was from these first moments, however, that the reli
ability o f the aircraft came to be seen as questionable and 
the observers who flew in them as “so inexperienced that, in 
spite o f the great gallantry and resolution o f the pilots, they 
were almost useless for reconnaissance purposes”.

An attempt to force the Narrows with a display o f Allied

A seaplane takes o ff in Mudros Harbour after being launched from HMS Ark Royal, a converted merchant ship. 
Top, le ft: A British airship comes into land after a flig h t over Gallipoli.

naval might had ended disastrously on March 18. In part, 
this outcome was held to be due to the failure o f the air
men to detect a minefield which the Turks had laid 10 days 
earlier and which sank three battleships -  two British, one 
French. Just the day before, a seaplane had reported the area 
as clear, and it was believed that aircraft could detect mines 
as deep as 5.5m.

DESPITE THIS UNPROMISING BEGINNING, WITHIN 
weeks o f the initial landings, the Allies’ air resources were 
proving their worth -  sometimes to the direct benefit o f the 
Anzacs.

On May 18, the pilot of an aircraft employed in directing 
an unsuccessful artillery shoot on to positions behind Lone 
Pine noticed that two valleys behind the Turkish front lines 
were packed with enemy troops.

After he reported his sighting on landing, a second 
machine was dispatched to confirm the observation. When 
it returned with fresh sightings o f additional enemy forces 
being landed on the Asiatic coast o f the peninsula above 
Maidos (modem Eceabat), and in encampments in neigh
bouring hills, the alarm bells began ringing.

Acting on advice from headquarters, the commanders 
o f the two divisions holding the Anzac position prepared 
to meet a night attack and stood-to their troops earlier than 
usual the next morning. Thus they were ready and waiting 
to repel a massive Turkish counter-attack that was launched 
in the pre-dawn hours next day. The enemy’s assaults were 
everywhere beaten off, with casualties estimated at 10,000

before noon. But for the timely warning delivered by the 
previous day’s aircraft, the Turkish attack might well have 
resulted -  as its commander intended -  in the Allies being 
“pushed into the sea.”

Later in the campaign, the navy planes came to play 
an even more extensive role, especially after a second car
rier, the former Isle of Man packet steamer Ben-my-Chree, 
arrived in May with a further mix o f machines belonging 
to No. 2 Wing, RNAS. The French also sent an air unit 
(Escadrille M.F. 98T), which, together with many British 
aircraft, operated from land bases on the islands o f  Tenedos 
and Imbros.

By August, Allied aircraft were launching torpedo 
attacks against ships resupplying the opposing Turkish 
forces on the peninsula and bombing as far away as 
Constantinople (modem Istanbul) and the Black Sea coast 
o f Bulgaria.»

The pilot noticed that 
two valleys behind the
Turkish front lines were 
packed with troops.
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Right: Improvisations to a field gun to provide sufficient 
elevation for it to be used in an anti-a ircraft role. 

Inset: A Royal Naval Air Service Voisin LA on Imbros.

Commander Charles Samson, o f the Royal Naval 
Air Service, beside his single-seat Nieuport 10.

»  Aircraft dropping parachute bombs even attempted to 
sink the heavy wire anti-submarine net which the Turks had 
stretched on buoys across the Straits at Nagara.

EARLY IN THE CAMPAIGN, THE TURKS POSSESSED 
no answer to Allied air power, having only two military 
aircraft -  one worn out, the other new but unarmed -  in 
the whole country. The sole usable machine (an unarmed 
Albatros B.I. flown by a German pilot) was nonetheless sent 
to Canakkale in time to play a part in reporting the Allied 
naval thrust at the Narrows on March 18.

By July, the Ottoman Air Force had grown to more than 
20 aircraft, with eight o f these based at Canakkale. Accounts 
by Australians at Anzac contain many mentions o f the occa
sional and usually fleeting visitations over the trenches by 
enemy machines.

Despite repeated raids made by the French against the 
main Turkish air base outside Canakkale, enemy air activ
ity came to represent a considerable problem for the Allies, 
necessitating the taking o f significant precautions to conceal 
preparations for the August offensives.

After the Turks received a delivery o f  another 24 
machines in October, Allied air supremacy over the 
Gallipoli peninsula was under serious challenge.

A new seaplane station was established near Canakkale, 
from which Gotha WD-2s launched night bombing raids on 
Allied airfields. And the situation became even worse once a 
fighter unit o f Fokker Eindeckers arrived in the last months 
of the campaign.

So, although Gallipoli is traditionally seen as primarily a 
ground battle, the reality is that there was a significant aerial 
dimension to the campaign.

Even with the relatively low technical capability o f the 
aircraft available on both sides, virtually every role expected 
of contemporary air power was utilised during the fighting. 
The war in the air was a significant adjunct to the way that 
the campaign was played out -  often well away from the 
restrictive zone o f the trenches on the peninsula itself.
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Some of the Anzacs who turned their _________ _ _______ _ ,t l l , _,,, , CLC.
Drummond and Sir Ross Smith, seen here inspecting the engine of a Vickers Vimy.

Some soldiers at 
Gallipoli rose from the 
trenches to the skies.
Dr Chris Clark tells 
their stories.

W
HEN THE FIRST TROOPS CAME 
ashore at Anzac Cove, the Australian 
Flying Corps had yet to field a full 
air unit, although a month later the 
famous Half Flight began operations 
in Iraq, then known as Mesopotamia.

Within two years, Australian airmen were achiev
ing distinction as aces (pilots with five or more aerial 
victories) while serving with the AFC or the British air 
services -  the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval 
Air Service.

Many o f these men had gained their first taste 
o f combat while serving on the ground at Gallipoli. 
Perhaps more than a few were influenced in making 
the transfer by what they witnessed of the air campaign 
associated with the Allied campaign waged at the 
Dardanelles. Here are the brief stories o f several o f these 
notable figures.

Captain Alexander (Jerry) Pentland  
MCDFCAFC (1894-1983)

Jerry Pentland. o f Terrigal, NSW, joined the AIF in 
March 1915, and in August went ashore at Gallipoli as 
a machine gunner with the 12th Light Horse Regiment. 
At Quinn’s Post, perilously close to the Turks, his unit 
covered the bloody attacks on Lone Pine.

Like thousands of others, Pentland became a casualty 
o f the unsanitary conditions at Gallipoli by contracting 
enteric fever in September. He left in a hospital ship 
for England, and was discharged in February 1916. On 
recovery he jo ined the RFC, flying SPADs and Sopwith 
Dolphins with 16, 19, 29 and 87 Squadrons. He ended 
the war with 23 aerial victories.

After the war Pentland spent tw'o years in the new

Royal Australian Air Force, before switching to civil 
flying. In 1940, he returned to the RAAF as a squadron 
leader, instructing at elementary flying schools and in 
1942 commanding 1 Rescue and Communication Flight 
in South-West Pacific Area, for which he was awarded 
the AFC.

Captain Sir Ross Smith KBE MC DFC AFC (1892-1922)
Sir Ross Smith, o f  Adelaide, served at Gallipoli with 

the 3rd Australian Light Horse Regiment from May until 
October, and transferred to the AFC the following year. 
From September 1917, flying Bristol Fighters with 1 
Squadron AFC in Palestine, he and his observers shot 
down a dozen enemy aircraft.

Ross and his brother Keith Smith became household 
names when, a year after the war, they made the first 
flight from England to Australia. In recognition o f  their 
feat, they were both knighted.

Air Marshal Sir George Jones 
KBE CB DFC (1896-1992)

Jones arrived on Gallipoli as a trooper in the 9th 
Light Horse Regiment in September and remained at 
Rhododendron Ridge until the withdrawal. He trans
ferred to the AFC and in 1918 flew Camels and Snipes 
with 4 Squadron over the Western Front, where he 
accounted for seven enemy aircraft and won the DFC. 
During World War II, he rose to become the RAAF Chief 
o f Air Staff, a post he held for 10 years.

Air Marshal Sir Peter (Roy M axw ell) Drumm ond  
KCB DSO OBE MC (1894-1945)

Drummond, a Western Australian, enlisted in the AIF 
in 1914 and at Gallipoli was a medical orderly in a hos
pital ship lying offshore. He joined the RFC in 1916 and 
was sent as a pilot to No. 1 Squadron AFC in Egypt, with 
which he won the MC.

In 1917-18 he achieved eight aerial victories in the 
Middle East, flying Bristols and Nieuports with 111 
Squadron RFC. His opponents were mostly Albatros 
D.Vs. After the war, he rose to high rank in the RAF.

Air Commodore Raymond Brownell 
CBE MC MM (1894-1974)

Brownell fought at Gallipoli as a gunner in the 9th 
Battery, 3rd Field Artillery Brigade. During 1917-18, 
he gained 12 aerial victories in Sopwith Camels with 45 
Squadron, RFC, in France and Italy.

View from

AS A BOMBARDIER, RAY BROWNELL HAD TWO STINTS 
on Gallipoli, the second time from July 19. From his sec
tion of the Anzac dugouts in Victoria Gully, he witnessed 
the antics of aircraft and recorded these in a diary.

Eleven days after his return, he noted that a hostile 
plane (dubbed a “Taube’’) flew over and dropped bombs 
and darts close to his unit.

“Only a short distance from us they succeeded in kill
ing a mule belonging to the Indian Mounted Battery with 
a direct hit from a dart.”

According to Brownell’s description, these darts were 
made of steel and were about 17.5cm long, grooved in 
spiral fashion with a heavy arrowhead. They were tossed 
over the side of the plane and always kept upright when 
falling. The Turkish darts were apparently better than the 
equivalent British devices. Although it was claimed the 
latter could kill a man, it was found they wobbled so vio
lently in descent that they bounced harmlessly off tents.

Three days later Brownell recorded an “ interesting 
duel” his unit had with a Taube that had been coming 
over nearly every day. He apparently played a part in 
preparing for the aircraft’s next visit, involving the dig
ging of a pit beside the Battery’s No. 2 gun. When the 
plane appeared, Brownell got out the rangefinder while 
the gun’s trail was lowered into the pit, enabling the bar
rel to be raised to a 50-degree angle. Two rounds of high 
explosive were fired, which only narrowly missed and 
caused the aircraft to flee.

“As anti-aircraft batteries were unheard of in those 
days, I believe this was the first time any field guns had 
a real go at an aeroplane.”

Later in August, Brownell noted “another memorable 
event” -  a flypast by five Allied aircraft. In his autobi
ography From Khaki to Blue, published in Canberra in 
1978, he commented that this was the first formation 
flight he or any of his mates had ever witnessed. "But 
the formation was of a very wide variety -  several yards 
between each aircraft, not a few feet as we know forma
tion flying today.”

Given his obvious fascination with the air war, it 
seems hardly surprising that before long he was joining 
the airmen he admired. -  Dr Chris Clark
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The diggers lived 
up to their name 
by tunnelling 
towards the 
Turkish trenches 
after the 
intense August 
offensives, writes 
Dr Chris Clark.

TUNNEL
VISION

A
f t e r  t h e  h e a v y  f i g h t i n g
associated with the great offensives o f 
August 1915, there was markedly less 
activity going on above ground than below 
the surface. Whereas shallow mining had 
been a commonly used technique from 

early in the campaign as a safer means o f  advancing the fir
ing line (first dig a tunnel close to the surface, until ready to 
collapse the roof and open it up as a trench), the emphasis 
now turned to tunnelling to undermine the enemy’s posi
tions.

The digging o f deep tunnels was begun at MacLaurin’s 
Hill, Ryrie’s Post, Lone Pine, Johnston’s Jolly, Quinn’s, 
Courtney’s, Pope’s, the Nek and the Apex.

Two o f these operations were especially notable. At Lone 
Pine a deep shaft was sunk, from which a series o f galler
ies were sent out aimed at getting under the Turkish rear 
trenches. Similarly, at Russell’s Top, an especially ambitious 
scheme was initiated aimed at driving forward two paral
lel tunnels 15m deep and wide enough to allow two men to 
pass through side by side. The object o f this latter digging 
was to allow the Anzacs to break into the Turkish support 
lines beyond the Nek, thereby avoiding the constricted 
saddle that had proved such a killing ground for the Light 
Horse on August 7.

The scheme at Russell’s Top was the brainchild o f the 
commander of the 2nd Division, Major-General Gordon 
Legge, who pressed for its adoption over the objections 
of his senior engineer, Lieutenant-Colonel G.C.E. Elliott. 
Arguing that such a measure “may cost a lot o f labour” but 
was preferable to continued loss o f lives to enemy machine- 
guns, Legge secured the approval o f  the corps commander, 
Lieutenant-General Sir William Birdwood, on September 
21. Led by Captain Harry Amall, a party from the 19th 
Battalion, all experienced miners in civilian life, began work.

The scheme required Amall to first sink a shaft 20m deep 
behind the Australian front line and then tunnel backwards, 
to create an outlet in Happy Valley through which spoil from 
the forward big tunnels could be passed. Over the next few

There were 3 days 
of fighting -  all of it
below ground, usually 
in pitch darkness.
months a huge mound of soil began to appear, which even
tually reached more 6m high and 9m wide, equalling an esti
mated one million sandbags. With this evidence clearly on 
display, the tunnels did not remain secret within the Anzac 
lines, and “A m all’s Folly” became the butt o f  many jokes.

Deep mining on this scale carried risks. On October 29 
the tunnels immediately north o f Lone Pine claimed the 
lives o f  five men who were overcome by carbon monoxide, 
while about a dozen were seriously affected -  many as they 
attempted to rescue others who had earlier fallen victim to 
the gas. There was a similar occurrence in the Russell’s Top 
diggings at almost the same time, when an officer was over
come by the gas and lost consciousness. He was rescued by 
a corporal who also collapsed as they neared safety -  luckily 
both survived.

BY NOVEMBER, NEARLY ALL THE AUSTRALIAN 
tunnels were approaching, or had already reached, enemy 
trenches at their most vital points o f  the front line.

As the official historian, Charles Bean, was moved to 
speculate, it may have been tempting to use these diggings 
to deliver a sharp shock to the enemy by packing the tun
nels with explosives and detonating them all simultane
ously at the outset o f  a general attack. Such a stroke, Bean 
allowed, “might have been invaluable and almost decisive”, 
but would have been pointless “unless supported by strong 
reserves; and these never came to Gallipoli” .

Meanwhile, the Turks were not entirely ignorant o f what 
the Anzacs were up to and responded in kind. Both sides 
were forced to undertake defensive tunnelling aimed at 
defeating the threats they perceived to themselves. Each side 
mounted pickets to listen for the sound of their opponents’ 
digging, and when opportunity arose, small pre-emptive 
charges were fired (large charges could not be used because 
o f  the danger to one’s own works both on and below the sur
face). These camouflets were aimed at injuring or burying 
the other side’s miners as they worked, or else breaking into 
the enemy’s system of tunnels so these could be taken over.

Deception became an important tool during these activi
ties, but once the ploys failed or were exhausted, a pecu
liarly savage form o f subterranean warfare resulted. When 
three Australian tunnels broke into the same Turkish gallery 
on November 7, there followed three days o f  close fighting 
-  all o f  it below ground, usually in pitch darkness, some
times using hand-thrown bombs.

BY DECEMBER, AS PLANNING FOR THE 
evacuation o f Allied forces from the Dardanelles began, 
the emphasis o f the miners shifted again. The decision was 
made to pack the still unfinished Anzac tunnels with explo
sives as a precaution in case the Allied intention was discov
ered prematurely and a fighting withdrawal became neces
sary. Nothing o f the sort happened, but it was still decided to 
fire the charges at Russell’s Top as the last Anzacs stepped 
on to the boats to take them away in the early hours of 
December 20, as a sort o f gesture o f defiance-in-defeat.

At 3.30am three charges totalling nearly four tonnes 
o f ammonal went off under Turkish trenches on the Nek. 
General Birdwood later recorded seeing, from his position 
on a British cruiser offshore, “an explosion that seemed to 
rival Vesuvius; the whole area was lit up, and against the 
glare could be seen the dark figures o f men flung high into 
the air” . Some 70 Turks died in the explosions, these losses 
being specially commemorated by one o f the first monu
ments erected by the Turks after the Allied evacuation.



Australian soldiers, o f the 
2nd Light Horse Regiment, 
sniping a t the enemy from 
Quinn's Post. Howling 'Allahs' 

after explosions
LAST NIGHT THE TURKS EXPLODED A MINE 
under Quinn’s Post. I thought the whole dashed 
hill bad blown up. We sprang from our dugouts 
with bayonets drawn, expecting God knows what 
to come howling down upon as. But it was only 
one $ f those “ local”  affairs. It Is all damned local. 
It depends just on what particular "local" spot a 
man happens to be. But what a lovely sensation, 
to go to sleep and wake up on top of an explod
ing mine!

A lot of poor chaps up at the Post were 
killed. The Turks threw hundreds of bombs into 
the shattered trench; distant though we were 
we could hear their howling "Allahs!” as they 
charged in the roarings of the explosions. The 
survivors of the Post were driven back into the 
support trenches to the fanatical delight of the 
Turks. But our supports and the survivors united 
and went over the top with bomb and bayonet 
and mad Australian strength and cut the Turks to 
pieces in the very frenzy of their victory.

... We hear now that the Turkish loss in last 
night's little “ local- fight was 1500. Out of a 
portion of the trench occupied by one company 
alone of the 15th Battalion they have just dragged 
59 bayoneted Turks. Between the Post and the 
first Turkish tranches, the enemy dead lie in hud
dled heaps.
From The Desert Column, by Ion Idriess, 
published by Angus & Robertson.
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WE HAVE FEW GLIMPSES INTO THE LIFE OF THE 
Turkish soldiers in the trenches opposite the Anzac line. 
They, too, were plagued by the stench and the flies, and 
had no cove in which to swim. Like the Anzacs, they had 
a nickname for their adversary, “John Kikrik,” whom they 
regarded with the same wary respect.

Their Anzac opponents could glean only scraps 
of intelligence from prisoners. Individual Turks, often 
Greeks or Kurds, crept out from their lines and deserted. 
Anzac troops had to be reminded not to shoot single 
unarmed Turks approaching their lines.

As a result, a trickle of intelligence reached Anzac: 
but always from Turks who had a grudge against their 
Ottoman overlords and who often told their interrogators 
what they wanted to hear. As a result, the intelligence 
reports often gave an unduly optimistic gloss on condi
tions on the Turkish side of the line.

Appalling though conditions were on the Anzac side 
of no-man’s-land, the Turks had the worst of it. Hans 
Kannengeisser, a German commander of Turkish divi
sions on Gallipoli, recorded his memories of the cam
paign. Turkish uniforms were “almost unbelievably bad” , 
their footwear often strips of cloth tied with string.

Though unable to bathe like the Anzacs, the Turks’ 
only advantage was that they had more and better drink
ing water, from springs in the hills. Mostly peasant 
soldiers, their food was that of the villages they had left 
-  bread, lentils, onions and beans.

Their officers, however, enjoyed a much higher qual
ity of food and comfort, as did their German advisers, a

few hundred of whom served in the campaign. There was 
little love lost between the Turks and their senior ally: 
“Who has heard of a German officer being killed at the 
Dardanelles?” a Turkish officer asked.

Even more than their enemies, Turkish soldiers craved 
tobacco -  Tuttin -  not least to mask the appalling stench 
of thousands of unburied bodies littering their trenches 
and rear areas.

Corpses were neither recorded nor buried individually, 
and today the gullies of the peninsula on the Turkish side 
of the line are still littered with drifts of decaying bones. 
No-one knows exactly how many Turks died on Gallipoli 
-  perhaps 85,000 -  or even how many were wounded or 
fell ill.

The shared ordeal of the spring and summer effaced 
the glib racism of the earlier months. The Turks, an 
Anzac remarked in his diary, “ strike me as being very 
game fellows” .

That did not prevent him from hacking off the noses 
of bullets to make crude dum-dum rounds, ostensibly to 
slash open sandbags, but if they hit a man the tumbling 
bullet would smash muscle and bone to bloody pulp.
Still, he reflected the growing realisation that the Turks 
were also victims of the war.

-  Dr Peter Stanley
Adapted from the Australian War Memorial's travelling 
exhibition Gallipoli: a Turkish View and from Quinn's Post, 
Anzac, Gallipoli.
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10 yards

With their trenches perched on the edge 
of a cliff face, the men of Quinn’s Post 

also faced another danger -  the enemy 
lines were as close as 10m away. 

In this extract from his new book, telling 
the story of the deadliest position at 
Anzac, Dr Peter Stanley writes how 

Australians and Turks exchanged words, 
in addition to bullets and bombs.
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O
NE OF THE THREADS RUNNING 
through the story o f Quinn’s Post is the paradox 
that while it saw the most bitter and persistent 
fighting o f any position on the peninsula it was 
also the scene o f the most frequent communica
tion between the two sides. Sometimes the contact was crude, 

cruel and violent. Early in the 15th Battalion’s time there, 
Private Joe “Ganger” Slack (a middle-aged railway labourer 
whom Bean praised as the archetypal Australian soldier) threw 
a hambone into the Turkish lines, calling out, “Here you bastard 
-  you can have it now.” After an affronted silence, the insult 
to the Turks’ religious sensibilities brought an hour o f heavy 
bombing. Ganger’s mates were furious at him for having pro
voked the barrage. More sophisticated attempts to reach the 
men occupying the nearby trenches were unsuccessful.

Even talking normally at Quinn’s could attract a bomb. But 
even if speech at the post was hazardous, the two sides were 
already talking to each other across the shot-blasted remnants 
o f scrub between the trenches. On May 13, a Turkish soldier 
crept into the blocked communication trench in no-man’s-land, 
wearing a discarded British cap and calling out softly, “Greek, 
Greek.” He was pulled over the sandbag barricade, blindfolded 
and taken off to Monash’s headquarters. Later the Turks threw 
over a message in French, signed “Sergeant”, inviting the 
Australians to desert. The following day they pitched a note into 
the Light Horse lines, which Captain Gilbert Birkbeck copied 
out. It sought to refute the “lie” that men captured by the Turks 
would be killed. The note reassured them that, “everybody of 
you who has been taken prisoner will be treated just as well 
as the international law commands”. It went on to say that 
the Entente armies had lately been “beaten awfully and suf
fered tremendous losses”, detailing Russian defeats in eastern 
Europe and claiming that Calais and Warsaw were in danger. 
Ominously -  and as it turned out, accurately -  it ended, “there 
is no chance for you to get the Narrows” .

THE BEST-DOCUMENTED CONTACT WAS THAT OF 
Aubrey Herbert. An urbane and eccentric staff officer (a product 
o f Eton and Balliol, the Tory benches in the House o f Commons 
and the Irish Guards), Herbert became one of the most percep
tive witnesses at Anzac, not least because he had spent time 
in Turkey before the war and spoke Turkish. He encountered 
Hugh Quinn in the first week of May when he visited the post 
to hold a shouted conversation with the Turks. He found Quinn 
an engaging character, “tall and open-faced, swearing like a 
trooper, much respected by his men”. Herbert had already sur
vived one British disaster, the retreat from Mons. Several times 
he climbed up to Quinn’s to a short sap just by Edwin Little’s 
Esquimeaux hole to direct a megaphone toward the trenches 
opposite, trying to entice Turkish soldiers to desert. Charles 
Bean, who later went up with him, described Herbert’s tech
nique:

“Brothers, we love you!” (bomb).
“We English are the friends o f all Mussulmans!” (whiz, 

whiz).
“If you come in we will feed you and give you cigarettes!” 

(shrapnel).
Herbert’s appearance became unwelcome, the usual 

response to his presence being a shower o f bombs. New 
Zealand doctor Percy Fenwick recorded one m an’s wry com
ment that, as a politician, Herbert would have been used to hav
ing rotten eggs thrown at him.

In return, the Turks devised their own propaganda campaign, 
responding with surprising speed and vigour. George Gower 
described them abusing the Australians as “kangaroo shoot
ing bastards” . They threw over pamphlets, telling “colonials” 
that, “the British Government was forcing us to fight”, that 
they would not be paid or fed, and that if  they surrendered they 
would be treated well. In late May, some o f the men attacking 
across no-m an’s-land carried sheaves o f Allied propaganda 
leaflets to litter the Turkish trenches. Overall, however, except 
that Herbert’s blandishments attracted a few disgruntled Greeks 
and Kurds to desert, the propaganda from both sides was misdi
rected and ineffectual.

Three Turkish soldiers in a trench overlooking Australian positions. One of the 
men is sitting, le ft, while the other tw o  men appear to be on lookout.
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Quinn s Post was such an im portant front-line  position the Anzacs bu ilt dugouts tha t would last



Peter Burness has created a special 
exhibition at the War Memorial, 
highlighting the events of 
April 25.

IN AUSTRALIA, FEW DATES RESONATE 
as strongly as April 25, 1915. It was 
described by some as Australia’s “baptism 
o f  fire”, and as “the birth o f the nation”. It 
also welded together the already close con

nections between Australia and New Zealand.
As part o f its 90th anniversary commemora

tions o f the Gallipoli landings, the Australian War 
Memorial will hold an exhibition, Dawn o f  the 
Legend: 25 April 1915.

The exhibition focuses on the events o f that 
single day. Two boats held in the collection o f  the 
Memorial have a particular historical significance. One 
is from the troopship Ascot, the other from the Devanha; 
both took troops ashore at Anzac Cove.

The Ascot boat is familiar to visitors to the Memorial 
over recent years, while the Devanha boat has been in stor
age. Returning the latter to display has meant that it has 
been the subject o f  close study; and it has revealed its own 
fascinating stories. This boat was one o f half a doz^n pro
vided by the troopship, and was towed back and forth to the 
beach by the destroyer HMS Ribble.

Remarkable characters came ashore in one or another 
o f the lifeboats towed by the small destroyer. Included 
among them were John Simpson Kirkpatrick, the ill-fated 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lancelot Fox Clarke, the historian 
Charles Bean and the artist Ellis Silas, who provided his 
own descriptions and rare drawings of the event.

The stories o f Simpson, who rescued the wounded 
using a small donkey, and Bean, who later immortalised the 
Anzacs in his official history of the campaign, have been 
told before. But Clarke has been largely forgotten. He com
manded the 12th Battalion; at 57. he was the oldest o f the 
battalion commanders to land that day.

Reaching the beach in the early morning he saw there 
was no time to waste. He sent a platoon to silence an enemy 
machine-gun, then led his men straight up the hills. When 
he was reminded that these were not his orders, he replied 
firmly, “I can’t help that.”

The climb to Russell’s Top exhausted the colonel, but he 
got there. He coolly took command: “Steady, you fellows. 
Get into some sort of formation and clear the bush as you 
go. ’ Advancing with his men along the ridge, he got to the 
Nek. There, he was anxious to get a message to Colonel 
E.G. Sinclair-MacLagan, the covering force commander.
He was struck by a Turkish round as he stood writing in his 
message book and fell dead, a pencil in one hand a^d the 
book in the other.

Signaller Ellis Silas landed late in the day with the 16th 
Battalion. He was anything but the archetypal Anzac. An art
ist in civilian life, he had been compelled by patriotism and 
conviction join up. “I do not feel that I can ask other men to 
do more than I would do myself,” he wrote. He w ? ' deter
mined to do his duty, but, by his own admission, was not cut 
out for soldiering.

Silas s drawings are among the items on display in Dawn 
o f  the Legend. There are also contemporary prints, posters 
and other illustrations showing troops charging ashore under 
heavy fire. These were the popular images at home. The 
reality o f that day was even more desperate. It was the fight
ing that had followed, up in the hills, along the ridges, and 
in the gullies, where the crucial work was done.

It was late when Silas got ashore, and he recorded the
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desperate 
situation:

“We are 
now climbing 
the heights.
I am given a 
pick to carry 
-  half way up 
I had to drop 
it, it was too 
much form e.
The lads on the 
top of the hill 
are glad to see 
us for they have 
had an anxious 
time holding their 
position on the 
ridge. Now some
o f the chaps are getting it -  groans and screams everywhere: 
calls for ammunition and stretcher bearers. This is horrible, 
wonder how long I can stand it.”

In the confusion o f the landing and the fighting that 
raged over the next days, many men simply disappeared. 
Often they were in groups who had pushed well forward 
only to be cut off, surrounded, and killed. Others were over 
run in the Turks’ counter-attacks.

Memorial 
has restored 
this lifeboat 

the troopship 
Devanha, which 

troops ashore 
to Anzac Cove 

on April 25,1915.
Photo by Corporal 

Simone Liebelt.

Extracts from 
the diary o f  Corporal 

George Mitchell o f the 
10th Battalion reveal the 

intensity o f the fighting:
“A sturdy Australian lay on his 

facc. Blood flowed from a ghastly 
wound in the head streaking his face, 

and forming a crimson pool.
“His flesh was a waxen colour I was to 

grow so familiar with ... Alec Gilpin had been 
fatally wounded in the stomach. All day he begged to 

be sh o t... Big Montgomery gathered Cyril Smith in his 
arms. His last words were ‘tell Marjorie how 1 died’.”

Among so many tragedies, there is the story o f the 
Adams brothers. Frederick, the elder, had left Australia with 
the original 8th Battalion, and Edgar who was 18, followed 
two months later with the first reinforcements.

They were together when they landed at Anzac Cove. 
Both were later reported killed; Frederick was shot through 
the head, and Edgar was not seen after the enemy overran 
his position.

Curiously, a few months later a message in a bottle was 
found on a beach at Alexandria, Egypt. It seemed to be from 
Edgar saying that he had been taken prisoner. Investigations 
proved nothing.

His family held hopes, but eventually the Red Cross 
advised:

“We fear he is dead. He is only one o f the many myster
ies o f that fatal landing at Gallipoli, when so many were 
killed and have never been found.”

Through the use of historic objects, images, art and film, 
Dawn o f  the Legend tells o f the memorable April day in 
1915 and how Anzac Day was bom, how it has been remem
bered across generations o f Australians, and how it still pro
vides inspiration and remains relevant 90 years later.

This is an edited version of an article that first appeared in issue 
30 o f Wartime, the official magazine of the Australian War 
Memorial. Peter Burness is the curator of Dawn o f the Legend:
25 April 1915, which will be on display until May 29.
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Corporal Angela Erini reports 
on the cemeteries scattered 
across the battlefield.

A
S ANZAC DAY APPROACHES, WE REMEMBER 
those who fought and died. We cannot forget about the 
fallen heroes whose bodies lay at rest in 31 cemeteries 
and memorials scattered across the Gallipoli peninsula. 
The bloody battles resulted in the death o f more than 8000 
Australian soldiers.

There are 7247 Australian soldiers’ graves on Gallipoli. Twenty-one 
of the war cemeteries are located in the Anzac area.

The Gallipoli cemeteries contain 22,000 graves, but only 9000 are of 
identified burials with grave markers. Where it is known that a soldier is 
buried in a particular cemetery, but his grave could not be identified, a 
special memorial commemorates him.

A number o f memorials are dedicated to the missing; the largest are 
the Helles and the Lone Pine Memorials.

Although the most legendary site, Anzac Cove, and the surround
ing beaches contain many memorials and cemeteries, others are located 
at the Anzac front line and heights, Helles and Suvla, according to an 
Australian War Memorial guide.

O f the cemeteries and memorials dotted around the peninsula, while 
they are all special in their own right, a few deserve mention.

The Beach Cemetery at the southern end o f the cove contains 285 
Australian graves, including that o f Private John Simpson Kirkpatrick, 
who died there on May 19, 1915, after saving wounded soldiers with the 
help of his donkey.

The Lone Pine Memorial is the main Australian Gallipoli memorial 
commemorating the 3268 Australians who died in the battle and have no 
known grave, and the 960 who were buried at sea.

It earned its name from a single pine tree that was growing on 
site in April 1915, which was destroyed during fighting, but its seeds 
were planted in Australia and used to grow the tree in the Lone Pine 
Cemetery, which is located on the original Turkish trenches.

The smallest, but the most beautiful cemetery, at Plugge’s Plateau 
has only 24 soldiers’ graves, including 12 Australians, buried on the 
110m high plateau; the first major obstacle the troops faced after landing 
on the beach.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission is responsible for the 
marking and maintenance o f graves and memorials for all those who 
died during World Wars I and II as members o f the Commonwealth.

More information on the Gallipoli peninsula can be found at the 
Veterans’ Affairs web site at www.dva.gov.au.

No.1 and No.2 cemeteries at Brown's Dip, Anzac, 1919, w ith  crosses erected 
by the British Graves Registration Unit. These graves were later removed 
the Lone Pine cemetery.

. . . .
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Search for your ancestor
THE AIF PROJECT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH 
Wales at the Australian Defence Force Academy has devel
oped a database containing service information on more than 
330,000 men and women who embarked from Australia to 
serve with the 1st Australian Imperial Force.

More than a decade in the making, the database has drawn 
on a wide variety of public sources at the national, state and 
local level to create a unique source for military, family and 
local historians.

The entry-level search engine enables enquirers to trace 
individuals by full or part name and/or service number, whi 
an advanced search engine enables the data to be searched 
across multiple fields.

The database will be made available for no-cost public 
access from April 20 on the Internet at www.aif.adfa.edu.au.

Dr Peter Stanley looks at what's on the shelves.
GALLIPOLI IS SUCH A WELL-WORKED SUBJECT IN OUR 
military history that we may feel overwhelmed by the choice 
of books available. There are literally hundreds of books to 
choose from. Here is a just a selection of books you might 
consider reading: unfortunately not all are still in print.

If you read only one book, the Gallipoli chapters of Bill 
Gammage’s The Broken Years: Australian Soldiers in  the 
Great M/a/-(1974 but still in print) remains, in my view, the 
best expression of what Gallipoli meant.

There is any number of general books about the cam
paign, from classics like Alan Moorehead’s Gallipoli (1956), 
popular books like Les Carlyon’s Gallipoli (2001) and illus
trated books like Richard Reid’s Gallipoli (2003). Among 
substantial general accounts, John Robertson’s Anzac and 
Empire: the Tragedy and Glory o f Gallipoli (1990) is still 
worth reading, as is Robert Rhodes James's Gallipoli (1965), 
though Tim Travers’s Gallipoli 1915 (2003) is the most recent 
and best general account.

Charles Bean’s two-volumes of the Australian official his
tory, The Story of Anzac (1922 and 1924, reprinted 1981), 
are still worth reading for a detailed examination, but there 
are many more recent books based on a wider range of 
sources. For example, on particular events, actions or places 
there is Dennis Winter’s 25 April 1915: the Inevitable Tragedy 
(1994), Peter Burness’s The Charge at the Nek (1996) or my 
Quinn’s Post, Anzac, Gallipoli (2005).

Many aspects of the campaign have been covered.

Charles Bean explained the work of the Australian 
Historical Mission in Gallipoli Mission {1948, reprinted 1990). 
Michael Tyquin covered the medical side of the campaign 
in Gallipoli: The Medical War (1993), while Jill Hamilton 
discussed the poetry of Gallipoli in From Gallipoli to Gaza 
(2003). The naval aspect of Gallipoli is best treated by Tom 
Frame and Greg Swinden’s First In, Last Out: the Navy at 
Gallipoli (1990) and by Frame’s more recent The Shores of 
Gallipoli (2000).

Gallipoli has produced many personal accounts. 
Contemporary diaries published include Ronald East’s The 
Gallipoli Diary o f Sergeant Lawrence (1981) and Kevin 
Fewster’s Gallipoli Correspondent (1983), the diaries of 
Charles Bean, a subject also treated in Jonathan King and 
Michael Bowers’s Gallipoli: Untold Stories (2005).

Among oral histories, Maurice Shadbolt’s Voices of 
Gallipoli (1988) and Harvey Broadbent’s The Boys Who Came 
Home (1990) convey New Zealand and Australian memories.

Several British books give good accounts of the major 
Allied force, such as Peter Hart and Nigel Steel’s Defeat at 
Gallipoli (1994).

The New Zealand side of Anzac is abundantly covered 
by Chris Pugsley’s Gallipoli: The New Zealand Story (1984). 
There are unfortunately almost no worthwhile books on the 
Turkish side, though Edward Erikson’s Ordered to D/e (2001) 
is a good, recent general study of the Ottoman army in World 
War I.
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There are many biographies of commanders, such as 
Chris Coulthard-Clark’s biography of Bridges, A Heritage 
o f Spirit (1979), or Peter Pedersen’s Monash as Military 
Commander {1984).

Other notable figures have been treated in, for example, 
Dudley McCarthy's biography of Charles Bean, From Gallipoli 
to the Somme (1983) or Ian Grant’s Jacka l/C* (1989). Irving 
Benson’s The Man with the Donkey (1965) has been super
seded by Peter Cochrane's Simpson and the Donkey (1990).

The best guide to Gallipoli fo r visitors is still Phil Taylor, 
and Pam Cupper’s Gallipoli: A Battlefield Guide (1989, and 
sadly out of print). Nigel Steel’s The Battlefields of Gallipoli: 
Then and Now (W 0 )  also deals with the battlefield long 
after.

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs website http://www. 
anzacsite.gov.au gives useful details of the new Anzac walk.

http://www.dva.gov.au
http://www.aif.adfa.edu.au
http://www



