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The Royal Australian Naval College forms the major part of HMAS Creswell, a shore 
establishment of the Royal Australian Navy located at Jervis Bay. The College is under the 
command of the Commanding Officer, HMAS Creswell. 

CHARTER OF THE 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL COLLEGE 

The aim of the Royal Australian Naval College is to train young men and women for service to 
their country as officers in the Royal Australian Navy. The training provides a sound and 
well-balanced education in academic and naval subjects conducted within a naval environment and 
demands professional excellence and stimulates personal endeavour. Training is designed to 
develop concurrently the qualities of leadership, loyalty, integrity, responsibility and initiative, 
and forms the basis of the continuing officer development process throughout careers. 

ASSOCIA TION WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW SOUTH WALES 

In July 1967 the University of New South Wales and the Department of the Navy agreed to the 
association of the Royal Australian Naval College with the University of New South Wales for the 
purpose of conducting approved University courses at RAN College. 

The terms of the association, which is administered under the guidance of a Joint Advisory 
Committee, provide that the courses to be presented at RAN College may include first year 
mathematics, first year chemistry, first year physics, first year history, first year oceanography and 
first year engineering. Approval of additional courses may be granted by the University from time 
to time as occasion demands. 

The standard of material facilities at RAN College was raised to meet the requirements of 
university teaching and members of RAN College staff are accredi ted as university teachers. 

Students who are successful in first year courses at RAN College are sponsored by the Navy to 
complete further courses to the level of a bachelor degree at the University of New South Wales. 

Postal address: Royal Australian Naval College, Jervis Bay, 2540 
Telegraphic address: NA VYJERVIS SYDNEY 
Telephone: Jervis Bay (STD 044) 42 1001 



THE EDITORS 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER J.S. 
MATHIAS, BSc, RAN 

John Stuart Mathias was born in 1945 at 
Williamstown , Victoria , and was educated at 
the local school s before attending Melbourne 
University and Melbourne Teachers' College. 
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After four years teaching in remote rural 
schools he took hi s newly acquired wife to 
Canada where he studied at the University of 
Alberta in Edmonton . Returning to Australia 
three and a half years later, having spent six 
months touring Europe, he taught for a year at 
the Experimental Technic a l School at 
Williamstown . He then went back to the 
country to teach Geology , Physics and Techni 
cian Science at the Wangaratta Senior Technic
al College for four years. 

In 1975 , an RAN recruiting brochure found 
its way onto hi s desk and idle curiosity did the 
rest - in January 1976 , he joined HMAS 
Cerberus as a Direct Entry Instructor Officer. 
Following six months training, involving a four 
week training cruise in HMAS Vampire, LCDR 
Mathias was posted to HMAS Cerberus to 
teach electronics for three and a half years. 
Whil st at Cerberus he represented the RAN in 
Sailing and Skiing. 

In January 1979, he joined HMAS Nirimba 
as an electronics instructor but before the end of 
the year, was posted to HMAS Creswell as the 
oceanograph y instructor. 

During his stay at HMAS Creswell, LCDR 
Mathias has studied for his Master of Science 
Degree , a task he hopes to complete in 1983 . 
He is still married to Mary and the proud father 
of eight year old twins, Katy and Drew . 



LIEUTENANT S.B.S. PRINGLE, BA, 
DipEd, RAN 

Among his many duties, LEUT Pringle has the 
privilege of editing the College's two pres
tigious publications, this very magazine and the 
weekly news, views and goss ip paper - the 
'Creswell Crier' which provides a valuable 
information serv ice to the civilian and naval 
community in the vicinity of Jervi s Bay and as 
far afield as Hyams Beach. He also conducts 
the inter-divisional debating competition, being 
instrumental in the award of the much sought 
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after 'Golden Jaws' Trophy. As well as these 
cultural activities and being Treasurer of the 
Midshipmen' s Amenities Fund, he manages to 
find time to lecture in Modern European, 
Chinese and Japanese History. He is keenly 
interested in all aspects of international affairs, 
especially issues relating to Australian Defence 
policy and strategy , Asian politics and history 
and the crucial problems of structural adjust
ment within the Australian economy. 

Graduating BA DipEd in May 1981, with 
major sequences in Economics, Australian and 
Australian Economic History and Chinese His
tory , LEUT Pringle is currently studying to
wards a Master of Arts Degree in Politics . At 
present , he is examining aspects of Australian 
Foreign Policy , particularly trade relations with 
the high growth region bounded by the ASEAN 
states whose prosperity and stability are so 
closely intertwined with our own. 

While at University, LEUT Pringle was 
active in many aspects of campus life being 
elected to the University Council , Union Board 
and Students' Council , where he has gained 
valuable experience and insight into the type of 
problems which can confront Midshipmen and 
management alike. 

Upon completing his Undergraduate Degree , 
LEUT Pringle joined the Training Research 
Department of the Bank of New South Wales 
for a period of I L months. He joined the Naval 
College in June 1982 , following a short but 
enjoyable period aboard HMAS Jervi s Bay. 
LE UT Pringle comes from Chatswood West in 
Sydney. Tennis is his major sporting activity, 
playing in the metropolitan' Badge ' and Jervi s 
Bay competitions. He also enjoys a good game 
of squash, golf or cricket. 
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WILLIAM ROOKE CRESWELL 

Regarded as the ' Father' of the Royal Austra
lian Navy , William Rooke Creswell was born 
on 20 July 1852 in Gibraltar, where his father 
was a postal official responsible for the receipt 
and distribution of mails and despatches from 
England to Gibraltar and the Mediterranean . 

In January 1866, aged 13 1/2 years, he joined 
the training ship Britannia and on completion of 
his training, was appointed as a midshipman to 
HMS Phoebe a frigate, in which he sailed round 
the world. 

He became a Sub-Lieutenant on 20 October 
1871 and later joined HMS Midge then operat
ing against pirates near Penang . His promotion 
to Lieutenant on 16 September 1873 had been 
accelerated for his work in these operations. 

Subsequently , he was invalided home with a 
bad attack of fever and, on recovery he finally 
joined HMS London - a two decker converted 
screw ship stationed at Zanzibar as a depot ship 
for the smaller naval vessels operating against 
the slave traders. This , he says , was the only 
active naval work going on at that time with 
hope of promotion: in this Creswell was to be 
sadly disappointed. 

At the end of hi s term of active service in the 
anti-slavery operations , he mentions that, 
although he and Lieutenant O'Neill were 
thanked by Lord Salisbury for their work , they 
had little family or other influence which might 
have helped gain the coveted step in promotion 
and that: ' our own Captain 's interest in our 
doings was little more than lukewarm ' . 

Before leaving Zanzibar , Creswell heard of 
his father's death: thi s change for the worse in 
the family fortune and other considerations 
made him decide to leave the Navy and try his 
luck in Australia , which he had visited as a 
midshipman in 1869. In 1879, as a Lieutenant 
(retired) with six years seniority , he landed 
again on these shores with a younger brother to 
seek their fortune. 

In the years that followed , Creswell de
scribed how he took part in exploratory expedi
tions to the Northern Territory and twice went 
overlanding with stock from Northern New 
South Wales to far North Queensland. During 
one period of 18 months he slept only once 
under a roof. 
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In 1885 Commander John WaIcot , the Cap
tain of the South Australian warship Protector , 
an old friend and former shipmate of Creswell, 
offered him the appointment as first Lieutenant 
of the ship, which he accepted. 

After joining Protector on 24 October 1885, 
Creswell commented: 'To while away the many 
solitary evenings which , as a bachelor fell to 
my lot, I began to give shape to some ideas on 
the subject of Australian Defence and put them 
on paper'. 

He also wrote a series of articles on naval 
defence for the Adelaide' Register'. In 1888 in 
Adelaide , Creswell married Adelaide Eliz
abeth , daughter of Mr Justice Stone. 

In due course , he became Naval Comman
dant South Australia and Captain of the Protec
tor, holding these appointments until 1900. 

Federation 
On 1 January 1901 , all the Colonies were 
federated as the Commonwealth of Australia. 
On 1 March of that year the Australian 
Commonwealth Defence Act was passed, 
which transferred, in principle, all the Colonial 
Naval forces ships and establishments to the 
newly formed Commonwealth; these , however, 
continued to be administered under State Acts 
and Regulations until 1904. 

Under the Naval Agreement, the Australian 
Colonies and New Zealand paid the Imperial 
Government an annual subsidy to provide and 
man a special group of sea-going ships , known 
as the Australian Auxiliary Squadron , for the 
protection of the floating trade in Australasian 
waters and the defence of certai n ports and 
coaling stations. The ships were under the sole 
control and orders of the Commander-in-Chief 
Australian Station , but were to be retained 
within the limits of the Station and only 
employed otherwise by consent of the Colonial 
Governments . 

On 28 September 1901 , from the Naval Staff 
Office, Brisbane , Creswell wrote his historic 
report on 'The Best Method of Employing 
Australian Seamen in the Defence of Com
merce and Ports ' . 

In it he attacked the Naval Agreement, 
advocated the building of a special type of 



vessel for Australian Defence and the develop
ment of a Naval Reserve . He proposed also the 
establishment of schools for training. His report 
created widespread interest. The Melbourne 
' Age' said in a leading article on 20 December 
1901 - 'The Australian Navy is not a mere 
sentiment. It is a policy , and a wise policy too ' . 

An Innovator 
Creswell made Australian Communication hi s
tory in 1903 when he pioneered a successful 
ship-to-shore radio transmiss ion . Already in
terested in the new Marconi wireless telegraph , 
he attended a lecture and a small demonstration 
in 1902 given by Mr C.E. Barton , an Electrical 
Engineer at the Brisbane Technical College. 

After technical help from Mr Hesketh , Chief 
Mechanical Engineer-Electric Telegraph De
partment and Mr Smith , Chief Mechani st
Electric Telegraph Office (who was also a 
Sub-Lieutenant in the Queensland Naval Bri 
gade) the Navy was ready. 

Gayundah fitted with a high bamboo foretop
mast to aid transmiss ion , proceeded to Moreton 
Bay with Creswell in command. 

In St Mary 's churchyard at Kangaroo Point , 
was a shed with wireless equipment and 
alongside it a 130 feet high mast with the aerial 
for receiving. 

On Friday 10 April 1903 the Brisbane 
'Courier' reported that Gayundah and Pa/uma 
were exercising in Moreton Bay and, quote: 
' Last night the following message was received 
by pigeon post from our pecial representative 
on board the Gayundah: 

Gayundah and Paluma anchored one and a half 
miles south of Tangalooma Point. Weather hot, 
perfect communication maintained with Marconi 
apparatus - Marconi pole stripped to refit as it is 
slightly bent '. 

The Commonwealth Defence Act of 1903 
came into force on 1 March 1904 and , in the 
first Naval Forces List of the Commonwealth of 
Australia dated 30 September 1904, Captain 
W. R. Creswell CMG (RN retired) is shown as 
Naval Officer Commanding (Acting) of the 
Naval Forces of the Commonwealth , also Naval 
Commandant , Queensland. 

Thus, command of the Commonwealth Nav
al Forces (later to become the Royal Australian 
Navy) first flowed from the hi storic Naval Staff 
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Office in Edward Street, Brisbane opposite the 
Botanical Gardens. 

In an amending Act to the Defence Act of 
1903, the Administration formed on 12 January 
1905 , and as Director of Naval Forces, Cres
well took over the following 12 vessels from the 
States: 

VICTORIA . Turret ship Cerberus, torpedo 
boats Countess q/ HopetoH'n, Childas, Lons
dale and Nepean and picket boat Gordon. 

QUEENSLAND . The gunboats Gayundah 
and Pa/uma , torpedo boats Midge and Mos
quito. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. Cruiser Protector 
and one torpedo boat. 

As Director, Creswell was also a member of 
the Defence Council which met in Melbou rne 
on 12 May. The M ini ster fo r Defence presented 
a minute to the Council which stressed the need 
for garrison, field forces, fixed defences and 
floating harbour defences . Until these were 
attended to, creation of a fleet fo r coastal 
defence was not justified. 

In 1909 , Alfred Deakin became Prime Minis
ter and Australia was represented at the Confer
ence by the Honourable J .F.G. Foxton, Mini s
ter without portfolio, who had with him Captain 
Creswell and Colonel Bridges. On 19 August, 
after the Conference, a meeting was held 
between Admiralty and Australian representa
tives at which, it was agreed provisionally with 
Admiralty proposals, that Australia should 
provide a fleet unit to consist of: 

One Armoured Cruiser (new ' Indomitable' 
class) - later termed battle cruisers 

Three Unarmoured Cruisers (' Bristol' class) 

Six Destroyers ('River' class) three Sub
marines (C Class) 

TOTAL ESTIM ATED COST - 3695000 
Pou nds 

(The armament of the ' Indomitable' class 
was 8 x 12" guns, that of the ' Bristols' 8 x 6" 
guns. Speed of these and the ' Ri ver' class 
destroyers, 25 knots). 

The Commonwealth Parli ament promptly 
approved the Naval proposals and sent cables in 
December 1909 requesting the Admiralty to 
arrange, without delay, construction of the 
armoured crui ser (' Indefatigable' type) also of 
the three unarmoured crui sers (, Bristol' type). 



As to the six destroyers, three were under 
construction at the Clyde and it was proposed to 
build the remaining three in Australia . 

1910 
On 7 March , the Government accepted a tender 
from John Brown & Co for the building of the 
battle-cruiser. In July , Andrew Fisher, whose 
Government had been returned to power in 
April , cabled the Admiralty asking that two of 
the ' Bristol ' class cruisers be built in England 
and tenders called for un wrought material for 
the third cruiser which would be built in 
Australia . 

In December, on Admiralty recommenda
tion , tenders were accepted for building two 'E' 
class submarines in place of the three ' C ' class 
prev iously considered. 

On 10 December the Torpedo Boat Des
troyers Yarra and Parramatta arrived in Mel 
bourne - the first units of Australia' s new 
Navy to be completed. 

1911 - The Royal Australian Navy 
On 11 March the Naval Board was reconstituted 
with the Mini ste r for Defence as President. 
Creswell, now promoted to Rear Admiral and 
knighted three months later , became First Naval 
Member , Captain Bertram Chambers RN and 
Engineer Captain Clarkson be ing the Second 
and Third Naval Members respectively. The 
Finance and Civil Member was Staff Paymaster 
Henry Manistry RN also a nava l officer. 

The first Navy Office was establi shed almost 
opposite the Law Courts in Lonsdale House, 
Lonsdale Street, Melbourne . 

1913 
The Naval College , temporarily situated at 
Osborne House, Geelong, Victoria, was offic
ially opened with 28 cadet midshipmen on 1st 
March in the historic year. Transferred to Jervis 
Bay in 1915, it was commiss ioned, appropriate
ly, as HMAS Creswell. 

It was a great event on 4 October when the 
ships of the Royal Australian Navy entered 
Sydney harbour. They were the battle cruiser 
Australia, wearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Sir 
George Patey, MVO , the cruisers Melbourne, 
Sydney and Encounter with the destroyers 
Warrego, Parramatta and Yarra. Many mes
sages of welcome were received ; one from 
Rudyard Kipling read : ' Carry the word to my 
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sisters - to the Queens of the North and South , 
I have proven faith in the heritage , by more than 
word of mouth '. 

All Naval Establi shments in Sydney together 
with HMS Penguin (which became HMAS 
Penguin) were handed over to the Naval Board 
on 4 JUly. Admiral Sir George King-Hall , 
Commander-in-Chief, Au stral ian Station , 
struck hi s flag when Rear Admiral Patey 
arrived, thus bringing to an end Admiralty 
responsibility for the Station. 

The new submarines AE 1 and AE2 were 
ready for the passage to Australia and the 
cruiser Brisbane and destroyers Torrens, Swan 
and Huon were building in Australia. 

War 1914 
Ten months later the country was at war, all 
'naval forces were placed at the di sposal of the 
Admiralty and the Australi an Fleet Unit paid 
early dividends . Australia sailed at once in 
search of the German Pacific Squadron as the 
battle cruiser was the only ship of the line 
capable of facing the armoured cruisers 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. In a letter written 
on 18 August 1914 Admiral Von Spee who 
commanded the Squadron says that Australia 
alone was superior to his whole squadron and 
that it was his plain duty to g ive her a wide 
berth. 

Retirement 
In 1919, after receiving a second knighthood, 
Rear-Admiral Sir William Creswell KCMG , 
KBE , retired from the Navy and left Melbourne 
to live in his country home in Victoria . In 1922 
he was promoted to Vice-Admiral on the retired 
li st. 

He wrote his early memoirs, which he 
finished in 1931 . These covered hi s serv ice in 
the Royal Navy from 1866 to 1879 and related 
some of his experiences during the first years 
after his arrival in Australia. 

Sir William Creswell died on 20 April 1933. 
He was survived by Lady Creswell , two sons 
and a daughter , who , as Mrs Noel Vigne, 
di scovered the manuscript of her father 's 
memoirs and, in the 1960's arranged for 
publication. 



Epilogue 

As a young Lieutenant of 27, deeply dis
appointed, he left the Naval Service forever 
as he thought, to settle in Australia. For six 
years he travelled through vast areas of his new 
homeland from which he gained considerable 
first hand knowledge. 

Then came the offer, at first declined and 
later accepted, to join Protector in South 
Australia. Here he began to wield his influential 
pen which was so ably used in succeeding years 

to further his constant endeavours and which so 
greatly influenced Australia 's future naval 
history . 

As Admiral Creswell wrote in the last pages 
of his memoirs: ' When I entered the lists to 
fight for the cause of Australian Naval Defence, 
I little thought of the magnitude of the struggle 
in which I had engaged. In point of fact the 
battle was destined to be waged for three and 
twenty years - no less' . 

So ended the extraordinary career of this great 
Australian Naval Patriot. 

The Creswell Family and artist (holding portrait) following the Presentation Ceremony . 
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RAN COLLEGE STAFF - 1983 

ADMINISTRATION 

Commanding Office r 
Captain P.A. Ross RAN 

E.recutil'e Officer 
Commander R.S . Blue RAN 

Captain's Secretary 
Lieutenant J .R. Whalan, BA , RAN 

Clwplains 
Rev. S . T. Hubbard RAN (Anglican) 
Rev. G . H. Clayton RAN (Uniting Church in 

Australia) 
Fr. D.T . O'Connor RAN (RC) 

Supply Officers 
Lieutenant Commander D. A. Francis RAN 
Sub Lieutenant I.G. Dav ies RAN 
Acting Sub Lieutenant J .A. Blunden 

WRANS 

Medical 
Lieutenant B.J . Bower RANNS 

Dental 
Lieutenant G.D. Gee, BDS , RAN 

Base Tech nical Officer 
Lieutenant K.D. Stone RAN 

Executi ve Officers Assistant 
Warrant Officer R.J. Cass idy 

ACADEMIC STAFF 

Director of Studies 
Captain A. G . Mikosza , MSc, DipEd , 

SMIR EE , RAN 

Humanities S/(4f 
Mr. C. Gl yn-Daniel, BA(Hons), FREcon.s, 

Lecturer-in-Charge 
Mr. A.S . Bergin , BA , LLB , MA 
Lieutenant P.J . Collins, BA , DipEd , RAN 
Lieutenant I.1. Cunningham, BA , TSTC , 

RAN 
Lieutenant S.B.S. Pringle, BA , DipEd, RAN 

M athematics Staff 
Mr. J .E. Casey , BA, MSc, MSc (OR), 

Lecturer-in Charge 
Mr. K.E. Armstrong, BA , DipEd 
Mr. D.G . Thompson , MSc , BS , DipEd 
Lieutenant Commander B.G . Hill , BSc , 

DipT(Sc), RAN 
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Lieutenant S.G . Copeland , BSc, DipEd, 
RAN 

Lieutenant A.M. Wotton, BSc, BEd (Hons), 
RAN 

Science Staff 
Or. H.R. Kemp , BEd , BSc, MSc, PhD, 

ARACI , Lecturer-in-Charge 
Mr. P.W. Thompson, MSc, DipT , MAIP, 

MACE 
Lieutenant Commander J. M. B uchanan, BSc 

(Hons), RAN 
Lieutenant Commander N. Mort , BSc, MSc, 

PhD , CEng, MIEE , RN 
Lieutenant Commander J .S . Mathias, BSc, 

RAN 
Lieutenant S.D. Abson, BSc (Hons), DipEd , 

RAN 
Lieutenant I. R. Cook, BSc (Hons), DipEd, 

RAN 
Lieutenant G.J. Millar, BSc (Hons), DipEd, 

RAN 
Lieutenant B.B. Snushall , BSc, RAN 

UNSW Liaison Officer 
A/Commander A.W. Elli s, MSc, CEng, 

MiMech E, RAN 

TRAINING ADMINISTRATION STAFF 

Tra ining Administration Officer 
Lieutenant Commander J. F. McCabe, MA, 

AIL , DipEd, Cert PhysEd, RAN 

Course Planning Co-ordinator, 
Lieutenant M.R. Mortimer, BE (AERO), 

RAN 

Training Resources Co-ordinator 
CPOAYN M.A.C. Moore 

Quality Control Officer 
CPOSY R. Parker 

Course Programmer 
LSQMG A.J . Evett 

Librarian 
Ms M. Linnane 

Training Development Officer 
Lieutenant Commander J.M. Hogg, MSc, 

RAN 
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RANCSTAFF 
Back Roll' : CMDR J. Hogg, Mr D. Thompson , LEUTG . Starling. LCDR N. Mort RN, LE UT P. Collins, LCDR B. Hill , LEUT S. Copeland. LEUT S. Dietrich. LEUT M. Spruce , 
LEUT S. Rodgers , LCDR J. Mathias . 
Third ROil": LE UT J. Whalan. SBLT I. Davies , LE UT G. Millar, LEUT I. Cunningham. LEUT M. Mortimer, LEUT G. Christian. Mr A. Bergin . LEUT K. Stone . LEUT G. Gee . 
Secolld Roll': Mr P. Thompson , LEUTT. Aldred , LEUT D. Blake USN , LEUT D. Harvey. LE UT B. Bower , LEUT A. Wotton , LEUT S. Manning. LEUT S. Pringle . Mr 
K. Armstrong. LCDR D. Francis . 
Frollt ROil" : Ms M. Linnane. Mr C. Glyn-Daniel. Dr H. Kemp. CAPT A. Mikosza. CAPT P. Ross. CMDR R. Blue, Mr J . Casey. LCDR J. McCabe. LCDR M. Petch. LCDR 
I. Watts . 



NAVAL TRAINING STAFF 

Training Officer 
Lieutenant Commander M.J . Petch RAN 

Cook Division 
Lieutenant D.N . Blake , BSc , USN 
Lieutenant R. F. Grezl RAN 
CPOFC L.J . Kinnest 

Jervis Division 
Lieutenant G . D. Christian RAN 
Lieutenant I.R. Cook, BSc (Hons), RAN 
CPOQMG G. Wilson 

Flinders Division 
Lieutenant D.R. Harvey RAN 
Lieutenant T. N. Aldred RAN 
POQMG J .M. Bradshaw 

Phillip Division 
Lieutenant M.J. Spruce RAN 
Lieutenant S.E. Manning WRANS 
CPOQMG J. Diggerson 

Supplementary List Course Officer 
Lieutenant T . N. Aldred RAN 

Fremantle Division 
Lieutenant G.H . Starling RAN 

Parade Training Staff 
CPOQMG C.J . Walker 
POQMG J.M. Bradshaw 

Sports Staff 
CPOPT A.W. Shearman 
POPT J.P. Grayson 
LSPT T.J. Soward 

College Regulating Coxswain 
POCOX S. Meacham 

Training Ship Liaison Officer 
Lieutenant E.S.D. Dietrich RAN 

University UIC Divisional Officer 
(borne HMAS WATSON) 
Lieutenant Commander G.J. Noyes, BSc , 

DipEd , RAN 
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CAPTAIN PETER A. ROSS, RAN 

Captain Peter A . Ross joined the Navy as a 
Cadet Midshipman in 1952. His initial training 
was carried out at the RANC which was then at 
HMAS Cerberus. This was followed by a 
period at sea in the training ship HMAS Swan 
and then two years as a midshipman at the 
Britannia Royal Naval College , Dartmouth , 
UK . On return from the United Kingdom he 
gained his watchkeeping certificate in HMAS 
Anzac. He has been Executive Officer of HMA 
Ships Teal , Diamantina and Torrens and from 
1978- 79 was Commanding Officer of HMAS 
Derwent. He is a specialist Torpedo Anti
Submarine Officer and has completed Staff 
Courses at the RNC Greenwich (UK) and the 
Naval War College (Newport, USA). 

He was promoted Captain on 31 December 
1981 and his present posting is Commanding 
Officer, HMAS Creswell. 

He is married with two children. His wife's 
name is Susan and his children are Digby (12) 
and Georgina (8). 



CAPTAIN A.G.MIKOSZA, 
MSc, DipED, SMIREE, RAN 

DIRECTOR OF STUDIES 

Captain A.G. Mikosza, MSc, DipEd, 
SMlREE, RAN joined the Royal Australian 
Navy in 1963 as a commissioned officer. From 
1964 to 1967 he served in HMAS Leeuwin 
engaged in teaching matriculation physics to 
officer candidates. January 1968 to 1969 he was 
at HMAS Cerberus instructing electronics to 
technical senior sailors in the Electrical En
gineering School . January 1970 to December 
1970 he was engaged in lecturing Electricity to 
First Year students Department of Physics. 
University of New South Wales . In January 
1971 to November 1975 he was lecturing in 
Physics and Electrical Engineering at the Royal 
Australian Naval College. November 1975 to 
November 1977 saw exchange service with the 
Royal Navy at the Royal Naval Engineering 
College, Plymouth, United Kingdom. He was 
promoted to Commander in 1977. From 
November 1977 to February 1979 he served in 
HMAS Nirimba, RAN Apprentice Training 
Establishment , as Quality Control Commander 
and was in charge of the Training Develop
ment, Quality Control and Training Support 
cells. He was Training Officer at HMAS 
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Leeuwin from February 1979. In January 1982 
he returned to the Royal Australian Naval 
College as Director of Studies. 

His interests are hockey , golf and electro
nics. Captain Mikosza is married and he and hi s 
wife have one son and two daughters. 

COMMANDER ROSS S. BLUE, RAN 

Commander Blue joined the Royal Australian 
Navy as a Cadet in 1955 and graduated in 
December 1958. 

This was followed by further traInIng in 
HMAS Swan and at the Britannia Royal Naval 
College at Dartmouth, Devon (1959-60). 

He served in HMA Ships Melbourne, Queen
borough and Diamantina before qualifying as a 
Clearance Diving Officer at HMAS Rushcutter 
in 1963. He was promoted to Lieutenant on I 
December 1962. 



In May 1964, he was appointed as Executive 
Officer of HMAS Snipe and served in South 
East Asian waters on confrontation patrols. 

After 1965/6, on staff of Naval Officer-in
Charge, Western Australia at HMAS Leeuwin, 
he was posted to the United States Naval 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal School for train
ing. On return he was Officer-in-Charge of 
Explosive Ordnance Di sposa l training at 
HMAS Rushcutler and HMAS Watson until 
December, 1968. 

He took command of Clearance Diving Team 
One during 1969, commanding HMAS Bando
lier briefly in that year. 

He was appointed in command of Clearance 
Diving Team Three in Vietnam , and served 
there from March to October , 1970. 

Lieutenant Blue was promoted to Lieutenant 
Commander on I December, 1970 and took 
command of HMAS Curlew from December, 
1970 to December, 1971 when he joined 
HMAS Melbourne as Training Officer. 

Staff postings in Canberra in 1973-74 pre
ceded hi s appointment as Executive Officer of 
HMAS Swan (1974--75) and as Officer-in
Charge of the RAN Mine and Clearance Diving 
School (1976-77). 

In mid 1977 he was promoted Commander 
and posted to the Canadian Forces Command 
and Staff College. He graduated in mid 1978 
and spent one year on the College Directing 
Staff before returning to Canberra as PSO to 
Chief of Naval Operatonal Requirements and 
Plans in August 1979. 

He took command of HMAS Jervis Bay in 
June , 1981. 

Commander Blue is married to the former 
Kay Godsall and they have two small children. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
fAN WATTS, RAN 

Lieutenant Commander Ian Watts joined the 
Royal Australian Navy as a Supplementary List 
Midshipman in 1970. He served under training 
in HMA Ships Anzac, Sydney and Parramatta 
before gaining watch-keeping qualifications in 
Vampire. Lieutenant Commander Watts was 
then posted as Executive Officer of the patrol 
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boat Aware (based at HMAS Creswell) and 
later , the Heavy Landing Craft Wewak . On 
completion of an Assistant Principal Warfare 
Officers' course he joined Hobart as Deputy 
Gunnery Officer for her voyage around the 
world in 1976. In early 1977 , Lieutenant 
Commander Watts assumed command of the 
LCH Labuan and after 18 months was posted 
ashore in Brisbane before joining the staff of the 
Chief of Defence Force Staff in Canberra. He 
took command of the patrol boat Townsville on 
commissioning in July 1981 and remained in 
the ship until joining the Royal Australian 
Naval College at the end of June 1983. 

He and his wife Desley have two young 
daughters. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER N. MORT 
BSc, MSc, PhD, CEng, MIEE, RN 

Lieutenant Commander Neil Mort RN joined 
the Royal Navy as an Instructor Officer in 
January 1973, having successfully completed a 
MSc course in the Theory and Practice of 
Automatic Control at UMIST (University of 



Manchester Institute of Science and Technolo
gy) . After three months of ' interesting and 
varied' training at Britannia Royal Naval Col
lege , Dartmouth , he was appointed to the Air 
Engineering School , HMS Daedalus to teach 
apprentices and technicians the intricacies of 
electrical measurements, mathematics and con
trol engineering as applied to the Fleet Air Arm. 
In August 1975 , he was appointed to the Royal 
Naval Engineering College, Manadon in Ply
mouth as a lecturer in the Control Engineering 
Section. In addition to various lecturing, tutor
ing and project supervision duties, he found 
time to play cricket for the Royal Navy and 
embark on a research project which has recently 
culminated in the award of a PhD degree from 
the University of Sheffield . He has also pre
sented the results of this work at international 
conferences at London , Ottawa Canada , 
Lafayette USA and Genoa Italy (on three 
occasions). The visits to Italy have increased 
his knowledge of the Italian language to include 
'some of the more commonly-used phrases of 
everyday Italian conversation'! 

Lieutenant Commander Mort arrived in 
Australia in December 1982 to take up a two 
year exchange posting at Creswell. He is 
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married to Barbara and they have four seeming
ly tireless children - Andrew , Richard, David 
and Catherine (Katy). His interests are playing 
and watching most sports (incl uding most 
recently Aussie Rules Football) , classical 
music , current affairs and attempting to design 
the optimum child-proof survival kit for fathers 
of young children. 

LIEUTENANT T.N. ALDRED, 
GLEX,RAN 

Lieutenant Tony Aldred joined RANC from 
Brisbane in 1977 as a Senior Entry Cadet 
Midshipman , and graduated from the Creswell 
Course in November 1979. Stage 1I training 
was undertaken in HMA Ships Stalwart, 
Hobart and Supply. During Stage IV training in 
1981 , Lieutenant Aldred served in HMAS 
Stalwart and HMAS Perth, where he was 
awarded his Bridge Watchkeeping Certificate. 
He then served as Assistant ASW Officer and 
Mate of the Upper Deck of HMAS Perth , 
completing 17 months of the last two years in 



the lndian and South-West Pacific Oceans, 
South East Asia and New Zealand. 

On joining HMAS Creswell in May 1983, he 
assumed the duties of Supplementary List 
Course Officer, Navigation Instructor and 
Assistant Flinders Divisional Officer. 

Lieutenant Aldred and his wife Rosemary 
have one daughter , Christie. His sporting 
interests include rugby (which has left him a 
legacy of colours and a knee reconstruction), 
athletics, cricket and swimming. 

LIEUTENANT DAVID N. BLAKE, B Sco 
Sci,USN 

Lieutenant David N. Blake joined the United 
States Navy in January 1977, one year after 
completing his Bachelors degree at the Uni
versity of New Haven. He attended Officer 
Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island 
and upon completion was commissioned an 
En ign. After further training in warfare , en
gineering and damage control, Ensign Blake 
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reported to his first ship, USS Affray (MSO-
5 I I). He served in US S Affray for two years as 
Chief Engineer and Damage Control Officer. 
During this time he completed his warfare 
qualifications and was promoted to Lieutenant 
Uunior grade). 

In January 1980, Lieutenant U. g.) B lake 
received orders to the Commissioning crew of 
USS Kidd (DDG-993) as the Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Officer. Various schools followed and 
on I June 1981, one month prior to the ship's 
commissioning, Lieutenant U.g .) Blake was 
promoted to Lieutenant. An 18 month tour of 
duty in USS Kidd followed as ASW Officer. 

In August 1982, Lieutenant Blake was 
offered an exchange posting to the Royal 
Australian Naval College, Jervis Bay. His 
immediate question was 'Where the heck is 
Jervis Bay?'. After locating Jervis Bay in an 
Atlas, and reasoning that it was only an inch 
away from Sydney on the map, he decided to 
shatch the opportunity. So in January 1983, 
Lieutenant Blake, his wife Sara Jane and their 
son Robbie packed their bags and headed down 
under to Australia. 

Lieutenant Blake now serves as the Cook 
Divisional Officer and spends most of his time 
trying to understand the language and cricket. 

LIEUTENANT R.F. GREZL, RAN 

Lieutenant Grezl joined BATC 2174 at HMAS 
Cerberus for Observer Training. He then joined 
No 3 RAN Observers' Course at RAAF East 
Sale in August 1974, graduating as Dux of 
course in May 1975. 

In July 1975 he was posted to VC 851 
Squadron, HMAS ALbatross for training on S2E 
Grumman Trackers, completing no 13 S2E 
Operational Flying Instructors' Course. 'There 
is no truth in the rumours that the course was so 
good that their instructor gained an MBE as a 
result, or that they were so bad the hangar was 
burnt to the ground to prevent another course 
coming through!' 

Lieutenant Grezl joined VC 851 in May 1976 
as a staff observer on S2E/S2G Trackers and 
HS 748 transport aircraft, followed by a posting 
to VS 816 for surveillance duties in Darwin. 
The fine weather and native hospitality proved 



• 
such an ordeal, that he returned to VC 851 for 
No 10 Tactical Co-ordinators' course in July 
1979, followed by the DOT Search and Rescue 
Co-ordinators' course in Melbourne and a 
posting to VS 816 Detachment, Darwin as 
Senior Observer and Operations Officer. 

He was posted to Albatross for two years as 
Personal Services Officer in December 1980, 
finally joining Creswell as BATe, Sports and 
Adventure Training Officer in March 1983 , 
which will no doubt prove to be his Alma 
Mater. 

Married with three children, he is interested 
in all sports, with Soccer (Inter-service/ 
Combined Services Rep) and Basketball (liS 
rep) as main interests . 

LIEUTENANT S.E. MANNING, WRANS 

Lieutenant Sue Manning joined HMAS Cerber
us in 1977 (before WRANS Officers were 
'equal ') as a Recruit WRAN Officer Cadet. She 
was a member of the last course of WRANS 
Officers to be trained at HMAS Cerberus. 
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After completing Recruit and Officer Train
ing, she was posted to Naval Headquarters in 
Sydney as Divisional Secretary to the Chief 
Staff Officer (Executive). In 1979 she was 
posted back to WRANS School , HMAS Cer
berus as the Senior Instructor. 

Lieutenant Manning spent 1981 and 1982 in 
Darwin as the Command Personal Services 
Officer. She joined RANC in February 1983 as 
a member of the Training Staff. Her interests 
include tenni s and golf. 

LIEUTENANT M.R. MORTIMER, BE 
(AERO), RAN 

Lieutenant Murray Mortimer was born in 
Geelong, Victoria and educated at St Joseph 's 
College. He joined the RAN in July 1968 as a 
General Entry. After initial training, he was 
posted to HMAS Albatross, where he was 
trained to be an Aircraft Electrical mechanic. 
The next three years were spent on 725 and 817 
Squadrons. 

In 1973 Lieutenant Mortimer was selected to 
undertake the Matriculation Preparatory course 



at HMAS Leeuwin. After successfully matricu
lating at the end of 1974, Lieutenant Mortimer 
commenced a four year degree in Aeronautical 
Engineering at the Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology. 

After completing his degree, he was commis
sioned in 1979. He served in HMAS Melbourne 
in 1979 before being posted to the United 
Kingdom for the Air Engineers Application 
course. On return from the UK in September, 
1980, he was posted to HC 723 Squadron 
where he gained his Squadron Charge Certifi
cate. From March 1981 to May 1983 he was 
posted to HS 817 Squadron, being the AEO 
from November 1981. He joined HMAS Cres
well in May 1983 as the Course Planning 
Co-ord i nator. 

Lieutenant Mortimer is married with three 
children and finds time for most sports, but is 
heavily involved in the local Australian Foot
ball competition . 
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LIEUTENANT STEVE RODGERS, RAN 

Lieutenant Rodgers was born in Manly, NSW. 
After being educated at Frenchs Forest and 
Miami Queensland, he joined the Navy as a 
Junior Recruit in 1969. He has had a number of 
sea postings, which started with HMAS Sydney 
as an ordinary seaman and then as a Writer 
sailor onboard HMA Ships Melbourne (twice), 
Anzac and Brisbane as well as having a few 
months onboard the Royal Yacht Brittania in 
1974. He also served in HMA Establishments 
Albatross, Kutlabul, Coonawarra, Waterhen 
and Watson. 

In 1981, Lieutenant Rodgers was commis
sioned and spent the next two years working in 
Navy Office in the Directorate of Fleet Supply 
Services. He joined HMAS Creswell in July 
1983 after completing the Basic Supply Course 
at HMAS Cerberus. 

His main sporting interests are golf, tennis 
and squash but he also enjoys fishing and 
swimming. 



LIEUTENANT J.R. WHALAN BA, RAN 

Lieutenant Whalan was born at Mt Gambier in 
1956 and joined the Royal Australian Naval 
College from Adelaide as a Junior Entrant in 
1972 . 

He spent three years at the University of New 
South Wales studying for a Bachelor of Arts . 
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The last year of these was spent in the luxurious 
surroundings of Shalom College (the Jewish 
College on campus). It was in these environs 
that his entrepreneural flair surfaced and he 
made a record profit from the poverty stricken 
Jewish students whilst running the College 
Shop - a Supply Officer was born . In 1976 he 
was awarded the Peter Mitchell prize for 
academic achievement at University . 

In 1977 he served in HMAS Torrens before 
joining HMAS Melbourne for her trip to 
England for the ' Spithead Rev iew ' . After 
completing the bean counter's course at HMAS 
Cerberus and hav ing qualified in the art of 
saying ' no' Lieutenant Whalan was posted to 
HMAS Albatross for supply duties in 1978. In 
1979 he was posted to Navy Office , Canberra. 
Whil st in Canberra he met , was swept off his 
feet by and became engaged to Yvonne (a 
Lieutenant Commander in the Legal Branch) , 
now his wife. 

After six months in Navy Office Lieutenant 
Whalan was banished to Hobart as Aide-de
Camp to the Governor of Tasmania. Whilst 
there he managed to avoid the Franklin Dam 
issue , enjoy the good life and remain engaged. 

The RAN was generous enough to give ' the 
groom to be ' eight days off after leaving 
Tasmania in which to get married and make the 
marriage binding, prior to joining HMAS 
Perth. To make up for 18 months of cold 
Tasmanian weather he spent the majority of 
1982 in the North West Indian Ocean prior to 
joining HMAS Creswell in November as the 
Captai n ' s Secretary. 



ADDRESS BY 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR NINIAN STEPHEN , 
AK, GCMG, GCVO, KBE, KStJ , 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA ON THE 
OCCASION OF THE PASSING OUT PARADE AT THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NA VAL 

COLLEGE, JERVIS BAY 
TUESDAY - 30 NOVEMBER 1982 

It is an honour for me to play some part in this , 
my first Service Graduation Ceremony since I 
was commissioned a temporary wartime Lieut
enant in the AIF in 1944. 

This passing out parade is an occasion of a 
very special kind because of the constitution of 
the graduating classes. One of the great innova
tions of the Naval College in the past few years 
has been the concentration of all streams of 
officer training at Jervis Bay . While this serves 
eminently practical purposes of economy and of 
consistency of training , perhaps its most impor
tant result is that the various branches , lists and 
specializations come to know each other at a 
time when attitudes and ideals are being 
developed which will last for an officer's entire 
career. Today, we have Degree and Sup
plementary List , and Women ' s Royal Austra
lian Naval Service officers passing out together. 
I will also be conferring diplomas of applied 
science upon officers who have completed the 
Naval College's own Creswell Course , now 
granted accreditation as a recognized tertiary 
programme. 

Your presence here today is the culmination 
of a process which has taken over a century and 
a half, and which had its origins in the first 
installation of steam machinery in a warship. 
With that installation came a new breed of 
officer, the engineer. And the fast increasing 
complexity of navies soon ensured that there 
were other branches too - and that the seamen 
officers themselves required considerably more 
education and training than had ever been the 
case before . 

But while the number of different schemes 
evolved from time to time by ingenious author
ity for the training of young officers may seem 
in retrospect to be as many and varied as the 
stars in the sky, it was not the structure of such 
programmes that was the major difficulty to be 
overcome . 
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The recurrent problem was, rather , an abs
ence of harmony between the branches. Only 
with the creation of the General List little more 
than a quarter of a century ago, was a step taken 
which allowed the Navy to achieve a real 
measure of unity. 

And it is principally about this matter of unity 
that I wish to speak today. For all organizations 
it is a perennial problem that minor differences 
in the background or duties of personnel 
become magnified , with resultant dissension. 
Sir Francis Drake summed up the needs of a 
fighting service when he warned his officers 
and men that, if they did not become ' all of one 
company', submerging their differences to 
achieve the common aim, then they could go no 
further. Drake was already in South America 
when he said this ; en route to becoming the first 
English-speaking circumnavigator of the world, 
so it seems that his speech had the desired 
effect. 

Here at Jervis Bay you have been learning the 
fundamentals of your profession as naval offic
ers. You will have already realized that unity 
amongst yourselves was necessary for success 
in this environment. 

When you go on to further training and 
duties, you will come to work closely with 
senior officers and, sooner than you may think , 
with officers junior to you. Some of you have 
been sailors, many of you have already served 
at sea and seen something of the life. You will 
very soon be leading sailors, and it is important 
always to remember that Drake ' s 'one com
pany' of the navy does not merely include the 
officers, but also the senior and junior sailors. 
To succeed as leaders you must have clear aims 
and make those aims clear to your subordinates, 
and you must always respect their profes
sionalism. 

John Donne epitomized all this when he 
wrote, 'No man is an island, complete unto 



himself'. Although every branch and spe
cialization in the Navy concentrates upon 
excellence in its particular role, it will be your 
duty as officers not only to achieve that 
excellence in your own specializations but also 
to remain aware of your responsibilities as 
officers outside those specializations. 

And not only must the Navy be 'one 
company'; so too must be the Australian 
Defence Force as a whole. It will not be long 
before each of you will come to operate with the 
Army and the Air Force; some of you may have 
already done so. 

We all know something of the Canadian 
experience, how all three Services were 
amalgamated into one force, with one uniform 
and one system of operation. And we have 
heard from the critics of that system, who say 
that it does not work, because unification, while 
bearing the surface appeal of logicality, disre
gards what may seem to outside planners to be 
'small' human factors, but which are in them
selves very important, particularly in the close, 
hard working environment of the ship, regiment 
or squadron. 

Nevertheless, our three Australian Services 
are very much part of the one Defence Force 
and must operate as such. As officers your 
sense of pride in the Navy's methods and 
traditions must not be allowed to become a 
source of division when you come to operate 
with the other Services. History shows how 
difficult joint operations are to organize and 
co-ordinate, but it also teaches that armed 
forces which do not combine canl10t achieve 
long term success. As one cynic with much 
experience remarked in the wake of the First 
World War: 'Two branches of a staff can get 
more hostile to each other than the enemy'. 

However, to be united in purpose does not 
mean dull conformity to one mould and pattern, 
there should be no exclusion of outside influ
ences. One reason why this occasion today is so 
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encouraging is that you come from so many 
different backgrounds and that your specialist 
training and your general education have been 
so wide and varied. 

No one organization, however large, howev
er apparently self-sufficient can have all the 
answers. That is why you should be interested 
in the world at large and receptive to ideas from 
unlikely sources. It was a naval officer watch
ing his secretary make up her face that produced 
the idea of the carrier mirror deck landing 
system, and a British journalist with a flair for 
engineering who designed the first gunnery fire 
control computer. 

The effort and enthusiasm which have gone 
into the development of the links between the 
Naval College and the University of New South 
Wales are a good example of this sort of 
thinking. I congratulate not only you who are 
graduating with such good results, but the 
authorities - naval and university - who have 
worked so hard to ensure that the liaison 
between Jervis Bay and Kensington has been 
such a success. 

Impressive too is the work devoted to the 
Creswell Course. The Naval College is to be 
congratulated on the accreditation of the Course 
and subsequent naval training as a Diploma of 
Applied Science. 

If you can go through your careers with this 
sort of imagination and with a real desire for 
co-operation then you will give meaning , in 
your careers, to another phrase from Francis 
Drake: 

'There must be a beginning of any great matter, 
but the continuing unto the end until it be 
thoroughly finished yields the true glory. ' 

My wife and I look forward with pleasure to 
meeting you and your families and friends who 
have come so far to see this parade. May we 
wish you every success and all happiness in 
your future careers. 
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Members of the Passing Out Cl"'s gather with His E.e\leney The Right Honourable 5 ir N inian Step hen and Lady Stephen 



ADDRESS BY 

THE COMMANDING OFFICER 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL COLLEGE 

AT THE PASSING OUT PARADE-30 NOVEMBER 1982 

Your Excellencies, we are honoured that you 
are visiting the Naval College today. In recent 
years, it has been the custom for the Governor
General to review the mid year passing out 
parade, and indeed Sir Zelman Cowen did that 
earlier this year as one of his last commitments 
in the office. Observing that almost all officers 
graduating from the University of New South 
Wales attend the end of year passing out 
parade, it is particularly pleasing to them and 
their families that Your Excellency, as both 
Governor-General and Commander In Chief is 
present today to review the parade. To you and 
Lady Stephen, I extend a sincere welcome on 
what [ hope will be the first of many visits to 
this College. 

For the second time this year, the Minister 
for the Capital Territory, the Honourable 
Michael Hodgman, is visiting the college; on 
the last occasion he was obliged to earn his keep 
as a guest lecturer. His interest in the College 
and the Royal Australian Navy is well recog
nized and he is always welcome at Jervis Bay. 

The second half of 1982 has seen many and 
varied activities as befits an establishment 
responsible for all initial officer training and for 
indirectly supporting the needs of the Fleet. If 
one event can be singled out for mention it is 
that of the presentation to the College by the 
Naval As ociation of Australia of a portrait of 
the late Vice Admiral Sir William Creswell. He 
was the first Chief of Naval Staff of the Royal 
Australian Navy , and was instrumental in the 
founding of the naval college. During the 
economic depression of the 1930's, the College 
moved to Victoria, returning to this site almost 
25 years ago. On return, the establishment took 
the name Creswell. We were fortunate to have 
Admiral Creswell' s son Peter and other mem
bers of the Creswell family in attendance at the 
College for the presentation. 

Today we see almost all facets of the initial 
training of midshipmen represented in the 
passing out classes. The General List officers 
are predominantly of the Degree Stream, 35 
having completed degrees in the arts, sciences, 
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commerce and mechanical and electrical en
gineering at the University of New South 
Wales. Their presence today is an attestation of 
their commitment to academic pursuits and 
their naval careers; it is also a testimony to the 
success of the association with the University of 
New South Wales which has existed since 
1967. Most leave to join the fleet for stage 2 
training, but for the first time , some will 
continue at the university to complete an 
honours year. 

Four General List officers have completed 
stage 1 or the RANC component, of the 
Creswell course; their results reflect their deter
mination and they also proceed to sea for 
further training. 

Twenty-two officers of the Supplementary 
List pass out today after nine months training . 
Fifteen young men , two of whom were sailors 
before joining the college, proceed to further 
training in the fleet , and seven Wran midship
men proceed to training in their various bran
ches at shore establishments. 

This year the College has been granted the 
right to award the Diploma of Applied Science 
to graduates of the Creswell course . This 
diploma, which is nationally recognized , in
cludes two years of academic studies followed 
by one and a half years of naval training both at 
sea and ashore. Thirty-seven members of the 
1978 and 1979 Creswell courses are the first 
officers to be eligible - although provision is 
being made for advanced standing credits for 
some earlier students - and it is gratifying to 
see that some have been able to get here today 
from their sea and shore postings. Diploma 
status was achieved very much through the 
direction and contribution of Emeritus Profes
sor John Ratcliffe, Emeritus Professor Bernard 
Neumann and Doctor Sam Richardson, as 
members of the Academic Advisory Council . It 
is appropriate also to acknowledge members of 
staff at the College for their efforts and 
determination to achieve this goal. It is also 
fitting that the Chairman of the Commonwealth 
Institution's Accreditation Committee for Ad-



vanced Education, Professor Johnson is present 
to witness today 's presentation . 

The success of those officers pass ing out 
today and those receiving their diploma is 
initially due to the excellent start that you , their 
parents and friends, gave them in life. More 
recently , it has been the commitment , support 
and understanding of Creswell staff, and their 
families, and the staff of various establishments 
and ships. In particular, I pay tribute to Captain 
MaJcolm Unwin and his officers at HMAS 
Watson , and Commander Ross Blue and the 
ship 's company of the training ship , HMAS 
Jervis Bay. 

As always however , the ultimate credit rests 
on those who are graduating. With confidence, 
and I am sure , your best wishes , I congratulate 
them on their success and wish them well in the 
future. 

Sir, may I now invite you to present the 
certificates and awards to the passing out 
classes, and by the authority accorded the Royal 
Australian Naval College by the Common
wealth Institution's Accreditation Committee 
for Advanced Education , Diploma Testamurs to 
those officers so eligible as are listed in the 
pass ing out parade programme and are here 
today . 

ADDRESS BY 

HIS EXCELLENCY COMMODORE SIR JAMES RAMSAY , KCMG , KCVO , CBE, DSC , 
GOVERNOR OF QUEENSLAND 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE PASSING OUT PARADE AT THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN 
NA V AL COLLEGE, JERVIS BAY - 7 JULY 1983 

This is, I believe a major event - a milestone 
- in the careers of you young gentlemen , and 
you young ladies, who are pass ing out today. 

Thi s is, I know , a major event - a miles tone 
near the end of a long road - for my class 
mates - 'The Class of '33', or as we once 
answered 'The Class of '30 ', or as we preferred 
to be called 'The Cook Year' - who passed out 
of this college 50 years ago. 

It is therefore with much pride and a strong 
sense of history that I stand before you - pride 
because I am honoured to have been invited to 
rev iew the parade - in the absence of the 
governor-general - and a sense of hi story as I 
reflect on all th at has happened to the navy 
since my class first stepped on to thi s very 
parade ground - the quarterdeck - in January 
1930. 

We were optimistic and eager young men 
greatly looking forward to an exciting naval 
career - much as you young people are today 
- and indeed that is what we all had. 

I should like to predict that your optimism 
will not be di sappointed or that your eagerness 
will not go unrewarded . 

And I base thi s prediction on the cyclical 
nature of our hi story - short as it has been -
and on the inevitable ups and downs of our 
economy . 
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Now , I would not in normal times want to 
make further reference to the experiences of the 
Class of '33 - but at this time they do seem to 
me to be relevant - because of the similarity of 
the economic climate - then and now . 

The navy is being subjected to a change of 
direction just as you are on the threshold of your 
careers: and the same navy was subjected to a 
change of direction - and a severe change of 
pace - when the class of '33 was on its 
threshold . 

We had no sooner put our feet on the lowest 
rung of the ladder than the axe fell! 

Recruiting was suspended for close on three 
years. Thi s College which had only been 
establi shed for 15 years was closed - and its 
student body was transferred to Flinders Naval 
Depot in Victoria. 

Ships were paid off - including our first 
aircraft carrier - HMAS Albatross - and the 
Fleet (or squadron as it was called) was reduced 
to two cruisers and one destroyer. 

The personnel strength of the whole navy fell 
to 3000 men (there were no women) due to the 
combined effects of retrenchment and the 
suspension of recruiting . 

And then, as if by a miracle, almost, things 
changed - the severe economic downturn was 
reversed , recruiting was resumed; the strategic 



assessment called for rearmament and new 
ships were urgently acquired - by loan, by 
purchase and by new construction. 

And just in time , because within six years we 
had mobilized, and we were at war - with, 
thank God, a fleet of six cruisers, five des
troyers and two sloops. 

Now let me say this - during that remark
able period of stresses .and strains in the 
Depression, the Class of '33 never once lost 
faith in the future of the navy - that branch of 
the profession of arms we had been proud to 
join . It is an honourable profession! 

I do not believe the challenges of today are as 
brutal as those of the Great Depression. 

They are challenges of a society with chang
ing values and diverse views - many seeming
ly incompatible with those of the Service. 

Presently the navy is going through a period 
where its role and its capabilities are being 
questioned by some and re-defined by many . 

But the principles remain. 

One has only to look at the total history of 
Australia to see the vital role played by the navy 
in this country's development and its security. 

In this respect I should like to draw your 
attention to the theme that the RAN will be 
using when it celebrates its 75th anniversary in 
1986. 

'Sailors discovered, founded and protect 
Australia ' . 

This is part of your heritage and you should 
be justly proud of it. 

I believe the RAN will always have a vital 
role in Australia's security and to limit the 
effectiveness of the navy is to ignore the 
importance of Australia's geographical location 
and the great defence advantages this confers. 

I like the old English saying 'look to your 
moat' and I commend it to our strategic 
planners. Because the truth for a maritime 
nation is that without a strong navy, the seas, 
far from being a safe frontier , is rather a 
highway for its enemies ; but with a properly 
equipped navy the sea surpasses all other 
frontiers in strength. 

Material strength is one aspect of being 
properly equipped. The other and most impor
tant aspect is its human organization - its 
officers and men - and their training and their 
morale. 

Military commanders down through the ages 
have acknowledged that the greatest single 
factor in the achieving of victory was the 
morale of their officers and men , and in the 
matter of morale it is good leadership that plays 
the most important role. 

With this in mind , it is with confidence that I 
urge the passing out classes to approach the 
future with optimism and readiness to partici
pate as fully as they can in their naval life . 

I close by wishing you all the very best of 
luck in your careers. 

ADDRESS BY 

COMMANDING OFFICER, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVAL COLLEGE 
AT THE 

PASSING OUT PARADE-7 JULY 1983 

Your Excellency, we are honoured that you are 
with us today to review the passing out parade. 
This year marks a period of half a century since 
you graduated from the Royal Australian Naval 
College. That was not your only association 
with the Naval College as from 1959-61 you 
were here as Captain of HMAS Creswell so it is 
very fitting that you review the passing out 
parade today. To you and Lady Ramsay I 
extend a very warm welcome. Some of your 
fellow year mates who graduated with you 50 
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years ago, are with us today , and to them I also 
bid a very warm welcome. 

I am also particularly pleased to welcome the 
families and friends of the graduating midship
men. I am delighted that you have taken the 
time to join us on this very important occasion. 

Today the Naval College has a student 
population of 283 midshipmen located not only 
here at Jervis Bay but at HMAS Watson and on 
campus at the University of New South Wales , 



and from time to time at sea in HMAS iervis 
Bay and fleet units and in various establish
ments ashore. The use of so many of these 
assets is required to cope with the wide variety 
and demands of training officers today . 

The diversity of the student population and 
the complexity of their training patterns re
quires close co-operation and a high order of 
understanding with other organizations, ships 
and establishments, and I am particularly appre
ciative of the support we enjoy from HMAS 
iervis Bay, HMAS Watson , HMAS Cerberus , 
HMAS Albatross, the University of New South 
Wales , particularly the joint university and 
college committees and the RANC Academic 
Advisory Council . 

On parade today you have observed midship
men of three main streams trained at the Royal 
Australian Naval College. They include mid
shipmen who are in their first year of degree 
studies, midshipmen who are doing a Diploma 
of Applied Science course and Supplementary 
List midshipmen who carry out an intensive 
course in professional naval training. 

But the parade today is for the 41 young men 
and women graduating from the Royal Austra
lian Naval College. I think it appropriate that 
we reflect on their achievements. 

The largest class graduating is the sup
plementary list officers who comprise 25 mid
shipmen - 14 men and 1I ladies. They have 
spent 10 months undergoing naval training 
which has included a seven week training cruise 
in HMAS iervis Bay to the South West Pacific. 

Fourteen of the graduating midshipmen have 
completed the academic component of their 
Diploma of Applied Science course . For the 
past six months they have been undergoing 
intensive naval training which included a seven 
week training cruise to the Far East. 

Two of the graduating midshipmen have 
completed a Bachelor of Science Degree at the 
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University of New South Wales. During the 
three years it took them to complete their 
degree, they also completed their naval 
training. 

All the graduating officers will now proceed 
to sea or to shore establishments to complete 
further stages of their training. 

The training of all the graduating officers has 
been an amalgam of professional and academic 
study, personal development and the instilling 
of a sense of purpose, dedication and loyalty to 
the service, and to their country . 

The cheerful and willing involvement of the 
College staff both uniformed and civilian and 
the understanding and assistance they receive 
from their wives are crucial to the matters I 
have addressed and I warmly acknowledge their 
contributions. 

Finally I would like to pay tribute to the 
parents and friends of the graduating classes . 
You have seen the transition of a young man or 
woman from a civilian environment to a naval 
environment. You have shared with them the 
traumas of their first few weeks in the navy. We 
realise it is not an easy transition from civilian 
to service life and indeed a number do falter. It 
was over this initial period in particular and 
undoubtedly at other times during their training , 
that they needed your encouragement, guidance 
and experience and I am sure it has always been 
forthcoming . We are very proud of the young 
men and women who graduate from the Royal 
Australian Naval College and I am sure you as 
parents and friends are equally proud. 

I commend the graduating midshipmen on 
their success to date and with utmost confidence 
wish them well for the future. 

I now invite Your Excellency to present the 
certificates and prizes to the graduating classes. 
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HMAS Creswelf proved to be a popular recreational area during the 1983 fleet concentration period . 



UNSW GRADUATES 1982 

Bachelor of Arts 
ASHEN P.C. 
CLARKE 1.0. (Hons) 
GROVE DJ . 
HART N.B. 

Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) 
CHESHER G.M. 
DAVIS AJ. 
EVANSD.M. 
HUTCHINSON RJ . (Hons) 
LEWIN GJ. 
RUSHTON D.W. 
MINNS RJ. (7/82) 
ROBB A.Mc . (7/82) 

Bachelor of Commerce 
DANIEL M .S. 

Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical) 
ANDERSON 1.G. 
CLAREYT.A . 
FIELD P.A. (Hons) 
HAYS S.l . (Hons) 
HYAM V.B. (Hons) 
IRWIN GJ . 
ROBINSON G .P. 

Bachelor of Science 
CHANDLER B. 
COLLIS-BIRD 1.S. 
COOKE P.B. 
HANLONM .R. 
10HNSTON D.L. 
KLUDASS M.L. 
MclNTOSH MJ. 
OLNEY P.A . 
SAUNDERS G. 
THOMPSON R.G. 
WALKERD.A. 
WHEELER B.l. 
WILLIAMS S.M. 
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DIPLOMA OF APPLIED SCIENCE-
ST AGE 11 TRAINING - JUL Y 1982 

BADDAMS A.A. 
BASS M .D. 
BLOWD.G . 
BRAMWELL N.K. 
BROOKER M.A. 
CLARKEG.M. 
DUFFY S.F. 
EASTMAN C.T. 
GLASTONBURY S.D. 
KENNEDY R.B. 
KERG .W. 
LEA AJ. 
LIPSETT P. L. 
McARTHUR M.G. 
MONCRIEFF D.A. 
NANKIVELL R. (12/82) 
O ' HEARN S.M. (12/82) 
PAPALIA P. 
RICHARDS A.G. 
ROURKEA.l. 
SCOTTC.W. 
SHEVLIN 1.P. 
SPARKS S.A . 
TOOTELL G. C. 
VANBALEN MJ. 
VANDEPEER C .l . 
WARING S.D. 
WINTER A.C. 
WOODSG.A . 



ACADEMIC AND TRAINING A WARDS 

The Queen's Gold Medal. The Queen's gold medal is presented annually to the Class III 
Midshipman who has demonstrated the most exemplary conduct , performance of duty and good 
influence. 

M.A. Harling 

The OUo Albert Memorial Prize. The Otto Albert Prize consists of a telescope, presented 
annually to the General List Midshipman who achieves the highest mark in Stage One Seamanship 
training. 

G.J. Ward 

The Royal New Zealand Navy Prize for Navigation. A set of drawing instruments , donated by 
the Royal New Zealand Navy, is awarded annually to the Midshipman of the Diploma Course who 
achieves the highest mark in Stage One Navigation training. 

P.J. Stafford 

The Imperial Service Club Prize. Membership of the Imperial Service Club is awarded annually 
to the Queen's Gold Medallist and the Chief Midshipman. 

M .A. Harling 
A.K. Davidson 

The Australian Institute of Navigation Prize. The Australian Institute of Navigation Prize, an 
engraved plaque , is awarded annually to the Degree stream Midshipman who achieves the highest 
mark in Stage One Navigation. 

D.A. Walker 

The United States Naval Institute Prize. Associate Membership of the Institute is awarded 
annually to the Dux and runner-up of the Diploma Course. 

G.J. Ward 
R.A. McMillan 

W.H. Harrington Memorial Prize. The W .H. Harrington Memorial Prize is awarded annually to 
the General List Midshipman who, in his first post matriculation year , displays the greatest 
professional potential. 

M.J. Uzzell 

The Eric Elton Mayo Prize. The Eric Elton Mayo prize is presented anually to the Dux of the first 
year of the Diploma Course. 

D.H . Wakeling 

The United Service Institute of Victoria Prize. An inscribed book and membership of the United 
Service Institute is awarded to the Dux of Supplementary List Stage One training. 

Nov 82 - R.A. Heffer 
Jul 83 - M.L. Tremaine 

The Ramsay Prize. The Ramsay Prize was donated by His Excellency, the Governor of 
Queensland , Commodore Sir James Ramsay, KCMG, KCVO, CBE , DSC , RAN (Rtd). This prize 
was awarded for the first time at the July 1983 Passing Out Parade to the graduating General List 
Midshipman of the Diploma Course who achieved the highest aggregate marks for Professional 
Naval Training. 

G.J. Ward 
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Department of Defence Prizes 
a. First year Midshipman who achieves best results in: 

Engineering - S.J. Hood 
Science - B.A. Murphy 
Arts/Commerce - M.S. McLaren 

b. Dux of Supplementary List. A pair of binoculars is awarded to the Dux of Supplementary List 
Stage One Training. 

Peter Mitchell Prizes 

Nov 82 R.A . Heffer 
Jul 83 M.L. Tremaine 

a. An annual award of $200 to the Midshipman achieving the best results in the fourth year of 
degree studies. 

S.J. Hays 

b. An annual award of $150 to the Midshipman achieving the best results in the third year of 
degree studies. 

J.D. Clarke 

c. An annual award of $100 to the Midshipman who is Dux of the Diploma Course. 

G.J . Ward 

d . A book prize to the Supplementary List Midshipman of each entry who achieves best results in 
Stage One Navigation . 

Nov 82 R.A. Heffer 
Jul 83 J. B. Abbott 

e. A book prize to the Supplementary List Midshipman of each entry who achieves best results in 
Stage One Seamanship. 

Nov 82 S. Dusting 
Jul 83 M.L. Tremaine 

f. A book prize to the outstanding Midshipman in practical navigation on each Training Cruise . 

Nov 82 TIC 1/82 I.R. Middleton 
TIC 4/82 W. Martin 

Jul 83 TIC 2/83 G .J . Ward 
T IC 3/83 S . B. Abbott 

g . A prize valued at $40 to the Midshipman who achieves the best overall performance on each 
Training Cruise. 

Nov 82 TIC 1182 W . Mann 
TIC 4/82 W. Martin 

Jul 83 TIC 2/83 G .J . Ward 
TIC 3/83 J. Howard 

h. A prize valued at $25 to the Midshipman , WRANS , who achieves the best overall 
performance on each Training Cruise. 
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Nov 82 T IC 4/82 D. Bragg 
Jul 83 TIC 3/83 T. McKeith 
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CMDR J.M. Yates RAN led the RANC Anzac Day March through the centre of Huskisson . 



SPORTING AWARDS 

INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCES 

The Governor General's Cup. Awarded annually for the best individua l pe rformance at all sports 
during the year. 1983 M . Rossendel 

A ward/Prize 
Carr T rophy 
C1 arke Cup 
Dowling Shie ld 
Evans Trophy 
Franklin T rophy 
Morgan Shie ld 
Smythe C up 

Father Bres land C up 

Junior House T rophy 
Farncomb Cup 
Morgan T rophy 

I Pint Pewter 

Captain ' s Cup 
Carr C up 
Maynard Cup 

Bruce Sey mour T rophy 

Burnett Prize 

Pete r Sharp Memo rial 
Gibson Shield 

Benson Bowl 

Benson Cup 

Colin C reswell C up 

Cunningham C up 
2 x 1f2 Pint Pewte r 

ATHLETICS 

Awarded for 
lOOm Sprint 
Shot Put 
400 m 
5000 m 
Open C hampion 
1500 m 
11 0 m Hurdle 

AUSTRALIAN RULES 

Best Exponent 

CRICKET 
Best Bow ler 
Best All Rounde r 
Best Batsman 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Winner of C hampionship 

C hampion 
Best Putts 
Best Drive 

GOLF 

HOCKEY 

Best Exponent 

RUGBY 

Best Exponent 

SAILING 

Single Handed 
Dinghy Coxswa ins C hampion 

SOCCER 

Best Ex ponent 

SQUASH 

C hampion 

SWIMMING 

Open Champion 

TENNIS 

Sing les Champion 
Doubles Champions 
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Winner 
1983 A .P.H. Hill 
1983 M .R. Webber 
1983 A .P.H . Hill 
1983 S .R . Miller 
1983 A .P.H . Hill 
1983 D.J . Manger 
1983 A .P.H . Hill 

1982 A .B. Dudgeon 

1983 J .D .A. Millett 
1983 A .B. Dudgeon 
1983 A .B. Dudgeon 

1982 D.J . Manger 

1982 R .A. Taverner 
1982 R . A Taverner 
1982 J .M . Hunter 

1982 B .G . Di xon 

1982 A .K . Dav idson 

1983 S. M . Hende rson 
1982 S . M . Henderson 

1982 c. l. Gaudie 

1982 B . Dalamont 

1983 R.P . Dav ies/M .B. Lowry 

1982 A .B. Dudgeon 
1982 A .J . Li ste r/A .B. Dudgeon 



Cock Divi sion Trophy 

Crane Cup 
Creswell Cup 
Dalton Cup 
Dechaineaux Me morial Trophy 
Foster Cup 

Grant Shield 
Grimwade Cup 
Inter Divisional Hockey Cup 
Pixley Cup 
Solano Cup 
Waiter Cup 
Pope Cup 

Steve Shaw Track and 
Field Challenge Trophy 

Ceremonial Divisions in 1915. 

DIVISIONAL TROPHIES 

Cock Division Comp 1982 Session 2 Flinde rs Division 
1983 Session I Cook Division 

Cricket 1983 Fli nders 
Re lay Race 1982 Cook 
A ll Sports 1982 Cook 
Swimming 1983 Jervis 
Sailing Bosuns 1983 Flinders 
Tug-o-war 1983 
Rugby 1982 Flinders 
Athletics 1983 University 
Hockey 1982 Jervis 
Beach Olympics 1983 Cook 
Sailing Endeavours 1982 Cook 
Cross Country 1982 Phillip 
Shooting 1982 Jervis 

TROPHIES WON BY RANC IN 1982-83 

RANC v Nowra AAC 1982 RANC 
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Captain MacLeod reviews Divisions in 1983 . Minor changes may have occurred in the 
style of uniforms since 1915 , the level of excellence and presentation certainly has 
remained consistently high . 
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CHAPEL NOTES 

I n May we said farewell to one of the 
Chaplaincy team serving the College over the 
past two years. Chaplain lan Dempsey left 
HMAS Albalross for Sydney, to take over the 
position of Principal Chaplain (RC) and we 
welcomed Chaplain Dave O'Connor as the new 
Roman Catholic Chaplain. Remaining at Albal
ross was Chaplain Gareth Clayton (Uniting 
Church), with Chaplain Simon Hubbard (Angli
can) resident at the College. 

In addition to these regular mInIstries the 
Chaplains would like to thank the several 
RANR Chaplains and civilian clergy who have 
helped them throughout the year during the 
periods of absence on leave or duty and who 
have brought with them their own particular 
gifts and initiatives . 

Over the Christmas leave period, volunteer 
labour was sought to clean, paint and carpet the 
waterfront flat made available for Chapel use . 
The most pressing need was for a permanent 
site for Sunday School. The transformation of 
these rooms surprised even those engaged in the 
work and and the supply of proper childrens' 
furniture has made a most comfortable meeting 

area. Mrs McCabe has joined the team of 
Sunday School teachers along with Lieutenant 
Commander and Mrs Buchanan and Mrs Hub
bard. We are also thankful for the assistance 
given by Lara Walker and the musical talent of 
Midshipman Mark Warren in playing the 
guitar. 

Another regular user of the premises at the 
waterfront has been the Ladies' Bible Study 
Group, which continues to flourish and has met 
most Wednesday afternoons. It has been good 
to welcome some new members this year. 

Through the Chapel Fund we have continued 
to support a number of charitable and mission
ary organizations, including World Vision, 
South American Missionary Society, Salvation 
Army, Wycliffe Bible Translators, South 
Australia and Victoria Bushfire Relief Fund and 
the Tri-Service Anglican Missionary Associa
tion. 

Our thanks to all who have used their gifts in 
such areas as teaching, music, hospitality and 
flower arranging in the service of our Lord 
Jesus Christ for the deepening of our Church 
life. 

During severe storms. a dismasted I mpetuous makes use of the RANC. Jervis Bay haven. 
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COOK DIVISION 
Back Row L to R: P. Alien. S. Thorn, M. Jaeger. M. Rossendell, G. Murphy, P. Bartletl. A. Raeside, J. Peacock, R. Catt. P. Williams . 
Second Row L to R: M. Addison, M. Warren . S. Harper. J. Harrison. J. Bailly. T. Gough. S. Gatward. C. Lee , P. McKay. 
Front Row L to R: R. Taverner, D. Waldie. C. Gaudie. Chief L. Kinnest. LEUT D.N. Blake USN. LEUT R. Grezl. P. MOllram , R. Holl. M. Hardy. 
Absent : A. Bodsworth, S. Drakulic . 
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FLlNDERS DIVISION 
Back Row L to R: C.N . Caiger. 1.0 . Kendall. L.V . Godwin. N.A. Thomas. A.J. Hawes. l.O.N. Astfalck. A.M. Mroz. M.l . Pickering. W.R. lacomb. G.L. Lawson. M.B. Lowry. 
R .O .S . Wilson. 
Second Row L to R: M.R.W. Todd. M .A. Sheaves. C.J . Gudgin. M . Reis. W. Gaja~eni. S.1. Matthews. A.J. Cameron. O . H. Pudney. P.S. Karivita. P.S . Reilllcrs. M.R. Houston . 
Front Row L to R: M. Collins. M .C. Ooherty. O .M. Wakeling (OM). LE UT Aldred (FAOO). LEUT Oeeks (FDO). POQMG Bradshaw (FOSS). R.H .S Mathw. (CM). 
l.S .R. Colville. M.H.l . Miko. 
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JERVIS DI VISION 
Back Row L to R: P. Gilchrisl, W. Reynolds . J . McCormack. S. Moles. S. Cunningham. C. Roy, M. Gulyas , I. Falls. A. L1oyd. A. Tham . 
Second Row L to R: P. Mulcahy , G. Gogan, D. Byrne. D. Small. L. Ponley, M. Boardman, J. Whittaker, P. O' Meley , I. Jempson. R. Plath, I. Densten . 
Front Row L to R: M. Beard. T . Pyatt, J. Roussos . C. Beames. LEUT G. Christian RAN , CPOQMG G. Wilson. G. Turner. P. Greig . D. Luck. 
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PHILLIP DIVISION 
Back Row L to R: M .e. Ward , R.S . Walker. P.M .J. Scot! , A.J . Williams, J .E .L. Sidley , T .L. Nealer , N.J . Pont, D.R. Tazare , P .M . Quinn , M .R. Mclntyre, A .B. Goode. 
K.P.E . Klaasen . 
Second Row L to R: T .G . Reeves . D.e. Gray, J.F. Bl ake, S.R . Miller . P.M . lrving, J .M . Pritchard, D .A .W . Dunlop , S .M . Edgecombe . M .H. Stee l. M .L. Maley. S.J . Cameron . 
Front Row L to R: T .J . McKerrow. A .A . Howe ll (Di visional Midshipman), B.J. Manger. LE UT S . Manning , LEUT M.J . Spruce. CPO K. Radke. T .J . White . J.M . Beck. 
J .R.A. White. 



COLLEGE NOTES 

With the advent of second sess ion 1982, 
memories of July leave drifted slowly into 
oblivion and midshipmen at the College settled 
into the study routine yet again, although some 
with greater enthusiasm than others. 

For both Class I and Class Il , the arrival of 
the new SL Class, SI 1-82/83, proved interest
ing as people 's expectations were either forti
fied or totally smashed beyond belief. Thi s 
particular SL Class proved to be a humorous 
' bunch ', but how could we expect anything but 
thi s, with characters like Warren ' Pig ' Bair
stow, Mark ' Johnno ' Johnson and Guy ' Virgil ' 
Holthouse, who were all so overjoyed at the 
idea of being a Class I that they just HAD to try 
it again. 

The CRESWELL CUP, the sparkling event 
of the year, was keenly contested by all 
Divi sions with Cook being victorious over the 
remainder of the field. Cook 's efforts were a 
little less commendable however , in the follow
ing intermess CRESWELL CUP, as the cogs of 
their machine didn't function quite so well. 
They finished in third position behind the Junior 
Sailors and Senior Sailors but still well ahead of 
the luckless Wardroom . 

The annual RANC versus RMC sporting 
clash proved to be a success, for Duntroon that 
is. The College didn ' t fare too well that day ; 
however , in 1983 , with the home-ground 
advantage and renewed fighting spirit , things 
will be different. 

As the end of the year approached , so did 
exams. Those perceptive enough to see past the 
College gates decided that pass ing their exams 
could be beneficial for their future careers; each 
had hi s own goal to strive for, be it the bright 
lights of HMAS W A TSON , the promise of 
' pass ing out' on time , or simply the chance to 
prove your worth as a leader in Class IIC. 

The day before Pass ing Out Parade had an air 
of expectancy, as IC anxiously awaited the 
announcement of the new CM and DMs. It was 
worthwhile to see such sentimental favourites 
as ' Poss' Wakeling achieve deserved recogni
tion. 

Passing Out Parade came and went with the 
usual precision that is a characteristic of our 
College and for those who actually passed out , 
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the memory of that day will no doubt remain 
with them for years to come. 

Operation Seatrain provided some harrowing 
experiences for Class ID both at sea and ashore, 
with some Midshipmen having deve loped a 
sub-consc ious fear of mini-buses . How strange! 

1983 saw the return of the new IIC regime as 
well as the IIIC students . Certain other Mid
shipmen decided that they would prefer the 
atmosphere at Creswell rather than UNSW and 
consequently, they also joined the ranks of IIC 
or IC . 

The new Class I' s adapted quickly to Navy/ 
College life , as did the SL Class six weeks later 
and they all seem to have developed the 
essential ' Divvy spirit ' and pride in one's 
college. During their initial indoctrination 
period , they were blessed with the absence of 
Class Il 's who embarked on two week 's 
Seatrain aboard Her Majesty 's Warships Bass 
and Banks . This period proved most enjoyable 
with many fond memories of friendly Coffs 
Harbour natives, as well as a number of lessons 
well learned aboard the vessels. Going from 
one extreme to the other, IIC were sent for a 
week 's EXPED in ' Death Valley ' immediately 
following Seatrain. This however , provided 
another week 's unexpected enjoyment before 
getting back to the grinding studies routine. 

The annual PIXLEY CUP BEACH OL YM
PICS was again a hard fought battle with Cook 
Division the champions of the day and Com
mander Pixley, after a long journey from 
Queensland , most pleased with the day 's events 
and with the spirit displayed . 

The ISCSC and IS CAM championships were 
both keenly contested by RANC with a notable 
second just behind RMC in the sw imming. 

As the sess ion progressed , exams once again 
hit the limelight with the HIC students attempt
ing the last academic exams for the remainder 
of their careers and the Class I's attempting 
their first. 

All in all, first session 1983 brought with it a 
number of changes to the College; undoubtedly 
our new CO Captain P.A. Ross RAN , and the 
new XO Commander R.S. Blue RAN have 
already been subjected to the horrfying exploits 
of over zealous Midshipmen and will continue 



to be amazed and amused for the remainder of 
their time here. Finally, a farewell should be 
extended to the Training Officer, Lieutenant 
Commander M.J. Petch who, after having sur
vived two years as TO here, must be able to 
cope admirably with any assignment set by 
Navy Office. 

ID NOTES 

The departure of most of the 1982 class ID for 
Watson left a great void at Creswell; however, 
relief was on the way in the '83 SE entry. The 
absence of lE's was felt by all (which way, no 
one seems sure) but despite that the future ID 
gradually distinguished themselves through the 
initial naval training and took up their illust
rious posts for the year. 

The more intelligent midshipmen joined 
humanities courses. An individual with a huma
nities persuasion provides an interesting study 
as he is obviously nocturnal by nature; sleeping 
by day and populating the gunroom at night. He 
takes pride in everything he does and had 
adopted a standard of marching no engineer 
could hope to attain to. On occasions he has 
been seen working the day after an essay was 
due in. 

RANC Midshipman's Band 
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Those Midshipmen with limited intelligence 
are studying for a Bachelor of Science, major
ing in as little as possible. A scientist i a very 
mundane creature who usually has very little to 
say for himself, though he is sometimes seen 
supporting the gunroom. He is seen on occa
sions working on the night before an exam. 

The cream of the College is made up of those 
who have no intelligence whatsoever; the 
engineers. They can be roughly divided into 
two groups - those who want to go to Watson 
and those who don't, of which the latter is by 
far the larger group. This larger group is 
constantly working hard and putting in many 
hours in the study of the internal combustion 
engine. The smaller group usually concentrates 
on engineering subjects and are commonly 
referred to as 'conchy'. They inhabit the study 
blocks by day and their study desks by night, 
sleeping as little as possible. Thriving on Milo 
and coffee (and alcohol after exams), this group 
is surely a model to be avoided by all. 

The rivalry between the different species of 
Class ID divides the class to an extent and keeps 
us from boredom. However, as the year goes on 
we are beginning to work more as a class and 
are gradually being honed down and perfected. 
When we leave for Watson next year we will 
shake Sydney's very foundations. 



DIPLOMA COURSE 1983 

The year started hes itantly with the trauma of 
initial entry. Fortunately for IC we had two old 
lags in Mike Addison and Ross Taverner who 
helped us settle down and get on with enjoying 
a naval career. This year the 1983 Creswell 
Course is 14 strong with midshipmen from 
nearly all of the states of Australia. 

Our initial impressions of the College were 
mixed . We all enjoyed most of the things at 
RANC but while it lasted we all dreaded Early 
Morning Activity and the joy of waking up 
early in the morning to go and do PT at such an 
unhealthy time of the morning. 

When academics came around we threw 
ourselves into it with a will and settled down to 
the task of completing Semester One of the 
diploma. However, most of us are now regret
ting the fact that we didn ' t take the soft option 
and do a degree course, as spending an extra 
year by doing three years at the University 
would never have been as hard as doing the two 
year diploma course. 

The academic period was broken up twice by 
Professional Naval Training (PNT) weeks. The 
naval subjects in PNT ranged from fun activi
ties like Ceremonial (involving things like 
service traditions and practices) and Officer of 
the Watch Duties (concerning the things we will 
have to do when we go out into the Fleet) to less 
glamorous subjects such as Service Writing 
(which entails something much more closer to 
the earth , such as how to write memos and 
letters to other ships and departments). 
Nonetheless, most of IC did very well in the 
tests for each subject. 

In 1983 Diploma Course is very active 
around the College in sporting activities. Mem
bers of the class make regular appearances in 
the College 's First and Second 15 Rugby Teams 
with Mike Addison, Mathew Houston , John 
Mirragliotta and Mark Todd. Others such as 
Michael Collins and Ashley Goode play in the 
College 's Australian Rules team which is 
currently doing very well. There are also a 
number of excellent hockey players in Andrew 
Dunlop and Simon Thorn and some good ones 
in midshipmen like Bill Jacomb. T~ere has also 
been representation in the College tennis team 
with good tennis players such as John Peacock. 
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These are not all the sports in which IC have 
been active in: Dave Byrne has done well in the 
College's soccer team . The sporting field is not 
the only area in which IC excell - take for 
example the master mariner, Warren Reynolds . 
Warren is the only person in the College who 
managed to achieve the feat of obtaining all his 
coxswain tickets to drive the boats at the 
College in less than two weeks. 

At the moment though , everyone is studying 
hard for the exams. Quite often these days, a 
walk along the decks late at night will show IC 
midshipmen burning the midnight oil for the 
exams which begin soon. Despite the difficulty 
of the diploma , everyone is confident that they 
will complete this first semester successfully. 

IC has shown a number of initiatives at 
RANC. In the week after the exams an 
endeavour yacht expedition has been organized. 
This will provide an excellent opportunity to 
relax after the exams by sailing around Jervis 
Bay and then camping ashore for the night. 
Another IC initiative is a class night which will 
be held in the near future. Again, this will 
provide a chance to relax and enjoy a good 
night out. Speaking of after the exams, all of IC 
is looking forward to the Passing Out Parade. 
The reason for this is that IC will make up the 
guard for the beating of the retreat. This 
involves marching on the Quarterdeck at night 
under spotlights with a band playing and then 
culminates in a rifle volley being fired . Hope
fully , IC will be luckier than last year 's IC 
which , after a lot of practice for beating the 
retreat was prevented from doing it due to 
heavy rain. 

No report about IC would be complete 
without a class list: 

Michael Addison (Addo) 
Dave Byrne (Dave) 
Michael Coli ins (Mick) 
Andrew Dunlop (Duny) 
Scott Edgecomb (Edgie) 
Ashley Goode (Goodo) 
Mathew Houston (Tex) 
William Jacomb (Bill) 
John Mirragliotta (M + 12) 
John Peacock (1J) 
Ross Taverner (Funnel Web) 
Simon Thorn (Thorny) 
Mark Todd (Gronk) 
Warren Reynolds (Warren) 



CLASS IIC 

Diploma Course midshipmen were fortunate to 
gain some added talent to their class in 1983. 
Henry' Lawson' and 'Gangers' Gogan were fed 
up with Sydney whilst Pete Williams and Matt 
Jaeger saw the light, and so joined the Diploma 
Course. 

One of the highlights to the beginning of '83 
proved to be 'Seatrain' on Bass and Banks, 
manoeuvring off the NSW coast. When not 
operating together the two ships exercised 
against each other. Bad fruit and eggs were the 
'ammo' and both ships received equal damage, 
which later proved rather difficult to clean up as 
the egg shells stuck fast to the deck. Nobody 
could complain about the lack of sleep, espe
cially ' Beatle' Bailly who seemed to be able to 
sleep anywhere, any time. The Expedition this 
year was to Yalwal Creek (Death Valley). 
Many were thankful for the cold creek water to 
laze in during stand-easy. The week went 
steadily with canoeing, hiking and probably the 
most enjoyed event ropework. 'Lloydy' dis
played his skills in this area after the demonstra
tions by LEUT France and the PTls . 

The end of the week saw the final night 
celebration, Mike Miko proving tall men can 
drink faster, although 'Squarey' wasn't too far 
behind! The hike out of the valley next day 
proved to be 'headachey' and everyone was 
glad to say good-bye for a while. 

SL 2 82/83 

We arrived here on the fourth of March having 
travelled from places as far and wide as Cairns, 
Perth and Tasmania. After the three hour bus 
journey from Sydney, we were welcomed with 
the onslaught of routine discipline and etiquette 
- a cultural shock for all. We then spent a 
week being 'oriented' into HMAS Creswell and 
the system, which was to become our routine 
for the next six months. Doubling around was 
not much fun and the status of New Entry was 
enough to make us all pull together in a College 
of Class II ' s and I's. The Task Books being the 
stepping stone to status, we were soon learning 
the ways of the Navy. It was not long before we 
were elevated to the status of marching around 
and generally assuming Class 1 privileges. 

During our initial weeks here at the College, 
we were challenged to a contest with the 
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Reserve Officers present at the College. The e 
challenges provide an ongoing competition for 
the much coverted Fremantle Shield. On this 
occasion, we had an easy victory in the 
underwater chain cutting contest, giving us a 
decided advantage in the relay to the gym . 

Our first opportunity to put to sea was on the 
Townsville Trader . She had anchored in Jervis 
Bay for the night , providing an ample opportun
ity for green midshipmen to see the ship. We 
spent the evening talking with the ship·s 
officers and were duly shown right through the 
vessel. We returned to Creswell with a new 
outlook on life at sea. 

Almost during the same week, we were again 
at sea spending a forenoon on HMAS Vampire, 
one of the old ladies of the sea. In our brief time 
on board , we were kept busy looking at the 
various parts of ship, whilst the Stage Four 
Midshipmen were engaged in anchorage runs. 

Whilst we spent these evenings promenading 
around the ocean, there was still work to study 
back at the College. 

Seamanship and Gunnery were to occupy our 
first month at the College, teaching us how to 
tie knots on the one hand, and how to shoot and 
march on the other. However , instructors in 
both instances provided us with a great deal of 
entertainment, sometimes unknowingly. Our 
gunnery training culminated with our guard of 
honour - ladies leading - for Captain Mac
leod. 

It was during these weeks that the class put to 
sea again, this time in a life raft. Braving 
freezing conditions, we enjoyed a 'wet winch' 
by helicopter, which proved to be a lot of fun. 

Half the class were again to put to sea, this 
time on HMAS Cook , joining in Sydney , where 
she would sail south to Jervis Bay to return her 
cargo before proceeding on her first deploy
ment. The voyage proved to be very taxing on 
people's ability to hold their own. However, 
valuable sea experiences were gained. 

Week six was suddenly upon us and off we 
went on expedition to Yalwol Creek, a paradise 
set in the mountains. We were to spend the next 
five days there enjoying activities such as 
canoeing, abseiling and bush walking, as well 
as maintaining our group camp sites to a high 
standard. Having thoroughly enjoyed 
ourselves, it was back to the College, a little 



smelly and tired , but in wonder as to what else 
this man 's Navy could throw at us. 

Our nex t weeks were to be consumed in the 
classroom studying Navigation, Rule of the 
Road. English Usage and Naval History. 
Phys ical Training was also on the agenda with 
three periods a week. 

One evening during our navigation studies, 
we took a well earned break to have an SL 
'green ni ght '. The night was a great success, 
providing a good chance for instructor and 
student alike to soc iali ze in the relaxed environ
ment of the Golf Club . Soon after this event, we 
were to lose our SLDO to the Divi sional tree , 
however it is felt he has been aptly replaced 
with LE UT Aldred, fresh from the rigours of 
the life at sea. 

To this date, we have had two more clashes 
with the respective DEOC 's and Reserve Offic
ers that pass through Creswell. Unfortunately, 
the earl ier success has not been repeated . Our 
first loss occurred when the intense pressure 
applied by the DEOC 's in the tennis, volley ball 
and transfer of water by syringe relay won them 
the shield back. The second loss was again a 
fierce clash with our class miss ing out on a win 

when the Reserves hammered the basketball net 
to beat us yet again. 

We look forward now to courses in Sydney 
and Melbourne before we proceed on a Capital 
cities cruise on Jervis Bay , then to pass out of 
the College, completing Stage One , in early 
December. 

As a class, we have been from the outset, a 
very close knit unit - an individual team . This 
factor has been one of the most important points 
that has enabled us to enjoy our short time here 
at the College . 

We wish future SL classes the same unity and 
hope that as a class they will achieve as much as 
we have. 

COOK DIVISION 

Second Session 1982 
For Cook Divi sion , the second half of second 
sess ion 1982 , was marked with ups and downs , 
but the majority of the time Cook Division 
shone out on top of the pack . 

Despite the Divis ion 's usual flare for coming 
through with the goods, despite the odds, the 
annual Inter-divi sional cross-country cham-

Inter-mess and Inter-divisional competitions cover a wide variety of sports. including this canoe race which proved to be 
much more difficult than it looks in thi s photograph. 
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pionships saw us come in an unlucky third . 
Although we lost, everyone displayed exem
plary sportsmanship. 

The coming of the ski season, saw a Cook 
Division weekend trip to Jindabyne. The major
ity of the Divi sion took the opportunity for a 
break with a difference and packed into the cars 
for a g reat weekend we will all remember for a 
long time to come. 

Among our various successes for the session, 
was our well deserved victory in the Creswell 
Cup. Divisional spirit was strong, as always, on 
this occasion and drove Cook through the 
victory and possess ion of the much coveted 
cup. The following week in the inter-mess 
competition, a broken bike chain robbed us of 
victory and saw us come in third behind the 
Junior and Senior Sailors. Fate took its toll that 
day. 

Amongst the Division 's outstanding indi
vidual efforts, were the successes of Midship-

DIVISIONAL MIDSHIPMEN 

men Hunter and Taverner, who managed to 
take out most of the prizes in the College golf 
championships. Other succeses for the sess ions, 
included a first in the Solano Cup, firsts in most 
of the major sports and the ultimate to which all 
aspire, Cock Division. Yes, after a magnificent 
effort by all, Cook rose above all others and 
took the Cock Divi sion trophy. A fitting end to 
a great year. 

The end of 1982 also saw the end of 
Lieutenant T.P. Shaw's stay at Creswell. 
Lieutenant Shaw, Cook 's DO was on a two year 
exchange posting from the USN. Hi s farewell 
was a memorable Divi sional dinner and DM 
Dudgeon made a presentation on behalf of the 
Divi sion . 

Finally, the last event of sign ificance for the 
Divi sion , was the selection of Cliff Gaudy as 
1983 Cook DM . A fine selection and one which 
will see Cook through yet another successful 
and memorable year. 

Left to right : B.G . Dixon, C.J. Gaudie , R.l .H . Mathers, C. Beames, D. Wakeiing, D.l . Manger. 
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First Session 1983 
A new year for Cook Divi sion with Lieutenant 
D . Blake USN on the scene as our new DO. 
The Divi sion settled down well as a whole, 
however, a few felt long hair was their scene 
and thus departed. The New Entry was aided by 
Mick Addison and Ross Taverner as they joined 
their new class. 

Solid placings in both the Athletics carnival 
and the swimming carnival was climaxed by the 
winning of the Pixley Cup. Throughout these, 
there were some fine individual performances 
by Cook members, such as Mick Rossendell 
Uavelin), Mark Warren (long jump), Mick 
Hardy (5000 m) and Dave Waldie (400 m). 

Cook continued on their winning way with an 
early lead in Cock Divi sion , which was to 
maintain throughout most of the sess ion. 

The Divi sional spirit soon surfaced and was 
kept up by a ' Divie Do ' in Nowra . This was a 
welcome break and was definitely enjoyed by 
all present. 

Divisional sport was keenly contested and 
Cook, lead by a number of the College players 
within the Divi sion , gave little away. Fine 
performances in the Rugby , Cricket and Austra
lian Rules kept the other divi sions at bay. 

Through a lot of hard work by Lieutenant 
Blake , the Division may soon be the first and 
proud owners of a divis ionally coloured en
deavour. Many a long hour has been spent by 
the Divi sion under the watchful eye of Mick 
Addison and Simon Harper , making sure the 
hull is up to the new paint , soon to come. 

With exams approaching, everyone is work
ing at full steam. The Divi sion wishes [IIC well 
in their last academic exams at the College. 

The Cock Divi sion race is still neck a neck on 
its downhill leg, however , with profess ional 
courses added, Cook is positive it will be 
victorious and in for another term with the 
Cock. 

FLINDERS DIVISION 

Second Session 1982 
After the short break in July , we all returned 
with the comfortable knowledge that Flinders 
Division had a unique brand of spirit and 
co-operation which separates it from other 
divisions . 
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Life went on much as it did in th~ first 
sess ion , despite the fact that we lost two key 
members in Warren ' Pig' Bairstow and Guy ' [ 
can even hear you from the other side of the Ax' 
Holthouse to Phillip and Jervis respectively . 

Flinders Deck , the plac{" to go for excite
ment , was again in full sw ing thi s session. A 
quick look out the window might find Greg 
Davies out on the ledge to make money, or 
more safely on the deck , 'Jemmo' willing to 
spin you some sort of dit or Serge Riedel 
wanting you to have a look at your pictures 
which are on his wall. MIDN Danny 'Finbarr' 
O'Leary would be only too happy to show you 
some of his staple men , or Michael Miko who's 
always ready for a brew . Of course, no Friday 
afternoon was complete without the game of 
deck cricket, with the regulars, or the unique 
laughter of' Squizzy ' Taylor from the other end 
of the deck. 

By far the greatest asset that Flinders had 
throughout the session was the sobriety and 
enjoyment had by all during the numerous 
' do 's' and mess dinners held. Many of the 
senior class had the chance to sharpen up their 
drinking skills, whilst many of the Creswell 
Course Class I's were learning in the wings and 
many of Degree Stream gained valuable experi
ence for next year at Watson. Two notable 
members in MIDN ' Bravo Alpha ' Scott showed 
us what a green face actually does look like and 
MIDN Marc ' Wingy' Ware who braved hi s 
condition for 36 hours - an unbelievable 
effort. 

The dreaded ' new ' slack parties seemed to 
collect many of our Engineers off guard in the 
first couple of weeks. MIDN Chris 'Fith ' 
Robson and MIDN Mathew Squair seemed to 
be the recipients of quite a few in its early 
inception. They codenamed the slack party 
' Operation Barbarossa' - all blitz and no 
kreig. 

In fact the quote of the year probably came 
from the College's illustrious Rugby coach 
LCDR McCabe which was ' Mr Squair , you've 
just achieved immortality '! 

Divisional contests were conducted with our 
usual venomous spirit and obtained mixed 
results . Fourths in the Creswell Cup and Cross 
Country, were far overshadowed by Flinders 
unmatched superiority in Divisions and Rugby ; 
with the Rugby Trophy coming our way for the 



second year running. Running the show in the 
forwards were ' Brick ' Henderson, ' Pommie ' 
Colville, 'Goffas' Doherty and our DO made 
the pack almost unmovable . The DM, Michael 
Reis and ' Squizzy' out wide made us unbeat
able throughout the year. 

As the end of the year rolled around and the 
news that our SL's had done well, anticipation 
was building up to the announcement of Cock 
Division, but alas we finished second. Punters 
at Creswell had a field day before POP with the 
announcement of Rod Mathers as Chief Mid
shipman for 1983 , and our congratulations and 
best of luck to him for next year. 

First Session 1983 
The year began with the 1983 Senior Entry 
joining and the 1982 Senior Entry getting used 
to their new found status. Class 11 saw three 
new arrivals in MIDNs Greg ' Henry ' Lawson 
from Walson, Michael Miko and Mathew 
Squair from Degree Stream last year. Matt was 
given a year's leave without pay to fix up his 
degree, so good luck Squairy! 

Task Books were the scourge of the New 
Entry and they were feverishly trying to get 
them finished for valuable gunroom privileges 
and leave . First to finish was MIDN Neil 'laffa' 
Thomas - mainly so he could get a large cradle 
for his car and a bassinet for his motor-bike. 
Dragging the chain was MIDN Paul 'Gonzo ' 
Reimers, who found how expensive shouting a 
division at Coolangatta can really be. 

The initial sporting formalities of the Ath
letics, Swimming Carnivals and the Beach 
Olympics were not good for the Divi sion 
although in the latter, the Divi sion was one 
point behind the eventual winners. A special 
mention must be made of Mick Lowry , who 
became the College Swimming Carnival Cham
pion and swam with dist inction at ISCSC at 
Portsea. 

On the heirachial s ide of things , musical 
DO' s were being played not only with the 
people but also with the offices. With LEUT 
Harvey being away on course and LEUT 
Christian ending his long association to take up 
the post of Jervi s DO, massive change 
occurred. LEUT Manning took up temporary 
FDO and moved on deck surrendering Cerberus 
House to the Stewards and welcomed our new 
ADO LE UT Aldred to the Division (who 
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slotted into five eighth just fine) , with LEUT 
Harvey returning mid lune. 

The New Entry brought with it many charac
ters, including MIDN G .E. 'lohn' Miragliotta , 
who with his love of disco music , was never 
afraid to show his style whilst ironing with his 
door open. MIDN Bill lacomb , who, whilst 
doing boat work on two separate occasions, 
must have thought he was superman and able to 
leap tall workboats with a single bound, only to 
leave scratched paint and a few bruises for his 
troubles. Other notables include MIDN Charlie 
Caiger, who has a living room instead of a 
cabin, MIDN Mark Sheaves and MIDN Mark 
Todd who tends to lose things at Mess Dinners, 
including his chair! Last but not least, MIDN 
Alex Hawes and his nickname of Wayne. Is it 
because you know John or something else? 

On the cultural side of things, Flinders kept 
up its unrivaled standard at Divisional func 
tions . The annual pilgrimage to Coolangatta 
saw a great time had by all and coincided with 
the departure of POQMG Jim Canty our 
Divisional Senior Sailor and his wife Sandy and 
we wish them a wonderful life together. We 
then welcome POQMG Bradshaw and his wife 
to the premier Divi sion and hope they enjoy 
their stay. 

On the sporting front, Flinders were un
matched at Cricket, Volleyball , Australian 
Rules and of course Rugby and have remained 
now unbeaten for 2 '12 years. Three quarters of 
the Division play Rugby for the College and 
many have reached representative honours and 
congratulations go to MIDNs Reis, Sheaves, 
Todd and Hende rson who represented Far 
South Coast throughout the session. 

JERVIS DIVISION 

Second Session 1982 
lervis launched into second semester in 1982, 
confident of taking Cock Division , now that we 
were under new management. However , we 
just missed out on winning and had to be 
satisfied with a close fourth. Areas we will have 
to improve on are marching and sport. 

lervis picked up well in all areas of sport 
being undefeated in soccer and hockey and 
coming a close second in Rugby Union. Great 
efforts were seen by all, especially, Tony 



Hawes , Alan L1oyd, and Craig Hopkins in their 
respective sports. The two major sporting 
events of 1982 were held in second semester 
and they were the Cross Country race ~md the 
Creswell Cup. The Cross Country resulted in 
many good photographs but no victory. Alastair 
Smith came a creditable second and by coinci
dence this is the pos ition the division came . The 
Creswell Cup also s lipped through our fingers, 
a good point to be mentioned though is that for 
the first time in five years, Jervis had led the 
race . All was going brilliantly for us until a 
disastrous sailing leg dropped us from first to 
last. Brad White , who had been waiting since 
1978 for a Jervis win, had to resign himself to 
another defeat. 

The SL's returned as Class Twos and all male 
members proceeded to impress us with their 
beard growing attempts, unfortunately 'Fu Man 
Chu ' Rowland didn 't quite make it. With the 
return of the Class Two SLs, came the arrival of 
the new entry SLs who quickly settled in and 
became part of the Jervis team. 

Many great divi sional functions were held 
throughout the latter half of 1982. Not least was 
the famous mess dinner for which Jason Millett 
is well remembered . Divisional outings in
cluded dinners at the Leprechaun and a 'Tour 
Nowra ' night , also a few barbecues at I1uka. 

The year concluded by farewelling Brad, 
who passed out , and congratulating Alan L10yd 
and Cliff Gaudie on their promotions to Di 
visional Midshipmen. The Divi sion was un
lucky to lose Cock Divis ion but a great time 
was had by all and perhaps 1983 will be our 
year . 

First Session 1983 

1983 started with the arrival of the bewil 
dered GL New Entry, who were soon initiated 
in the 'fine points' of Naval life by the ncs 
(most New Entry lived to tell the tale!). 

The first few weeks saw Jervi s in brilliant 
form with a victory in the College Swimming 
Carnival for the fourth year in success ion and a 
defeat by only '12 a point in the Beach 
Olympics. 

First session saw a Division constantly 
battling for Cock Division in both summer and 
winter sports lead to many good (and not so 
good) victories. Meanwhile , marching practice, 
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even on Friday afternoons, soon picked up our 
Divi sion 's standards. 

Late in March, we saw a leadership change 
within the Divi sion as OM L10yd stepped down 
and Mr Beames was promoted to OM. 

Early in May , Jervis held a ' Ladies Dining-In 
Night ' - the first such event at the College for 
many years. The night was extremely success
ful and hopefully, the first of many such events 
for the College. Who, we ask, was that man 
seen heading for the beach late that night -
carrying a counterpane, pillow and blanket? 

Other Divisional activities have included a 
dinner and a barbecue and with plans for a car 
rally and various other functions after 1st 
sess ion exams, Divisional spirit is running 
high. 

At the end of May, we saw yet another 
leadership change. This time our DO , LEUT 
Jones , left to undertake a nine month course in 
England and was replaced by LEUT Christian. 
We wish LEUT Jones all the best and are sure 
our new DO will continue the fine leadership of 
the Division . 

Yet again, Jervis produced some fine , ver
bose debators who out -argued all challengers 
brave enough to face such fine men . Even a 
narrow three point loss in the last debate of the 
sess ion has not dampened the enthusiasm. 

The advent of exams had the whole division 
worried, but with Session One over, came 
leave, the added impetus needed to get through 
those few weeks. 

I am sure the remainder of 1983 will continue 
to be successful for Jervis Divi sion and should 
Cock Divi sion manage to elude us thi s sess ion 
- just look out for Jervi s next session! 

PHILLIP DIVISION 

Second Session 1982 
Thi s sess ion saw LEUT McAree complete his 
time as Phillip Divisional Officer and head off 
to England for a course and an exchange 
posting. LEUT Spruce has taken over the helm 
and despite the loss of our 'Divvy' Chief, Chief 
Rooks, the Division is running smoothly again. 

In the cross-country championships, Phillip 
Division were victorious with 'Dog' Manger 



winning and Max York coming in at fourth 
place. 

With two affiliated officers leaving at diff
erent times, Phillip was once again forced to 
have a very active social scene . 

On September 15, Phillip was once again 
successful in the sporting scene by running a 
close second to Jervis in the Creswell Cup. 

Fortunately, Phillip ' s degree stream all made 
it to the greener grass of HMAS Watson with 
our own Bruce Dixon selected as university DM 
while back here at the slightly quieter HMAS 
CresweLL, the OM ship is to be taken over by 
Doug Manger. 

First Session 1983 
The session really began on 17 January with 83 
smiling new faces joining the College. Of 
these, 20 new midshipmen swelled the ranks of 
Phillip Division. 

After being issued everything - including 
their very important GREEN nametags , the 

Division settled down to the first session . In the 
first opportunity to prove itself, Phillip was 
narrowly beaten into second place in the 
swimming carnival. However, we did manage a 
clean sweep in the Ironman competition the 
next day. Even though only third place was 
managed in the Pixley Cup. 

On the professional side, Phillip has certainly 
excelled, proving itself easily the best Division 
out on the parade ground, and being reasonably 
successful in any type of sailing. 

Socially, it certainly seems Phillip is the 
Division to be in, with some great informal 
sessions at Huskisson RSL as well as a 'do' at 
St Georges Basin and a mess-dinner at the end 
of the session, where we received some friendly 
words of advice from our 'Guest of Honour' 
CrviDR Blue. 

Now all that remains is the deciding of 
'Cock' Division and July leave which for some 
means trips away to the snow or to Kokoda or 
the first trip home since joining. 

KOKODA TO OWERS CORNER - JULY 1983 

12 luly- At about 11.30 a.m. we crowded into 
a Trilander aircraft at Port Moresby airport. Our 
gear and several of our party of 18 travelled in a 
second plane and we took off for Kokoda . 
Climbing to about 7000 feet above Port Mores
by, we were soon only a few hundred feet 
above the Kokoda Gap and viewed with great 
interest the rugged terrain we were soon to 
travel on foot. Excited anticipation was mixed 
with anxiety as we pondered the various stories 
told to us about the famous Kokoda trail. Were 
we fit enough? Would our lack of acclimatiza
tion be a problem? Did we have the right 
equipment? Would our large group of widely 
different individuals with an age range from 
under 20 to over 50 be compatible? We were 
soon to find out. 

The aircraft landed on the grass landing strip 
at 12.00 a. m. and after disgorging their loads 
immediately departed. After a struggle or two, 
we had the packs on our backs and were 
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walking towards the township. About a dozen 
children marched with us examining us with 
friendly curiosity. At 1.00 p.m. we were ex
amining the monuments in the Kokoda 
township: one to the Papuan carriers - the 
famous' fuzzy-wuzzy angels ' , one to Australian 
servicemen , one erected by the Japanese to all 
participants in the Kokoda campaign of the 
Second World War and a small museum of 
photographs and other relics. These were of 
interest to all but especially to several members 
of the party whose fathers had fought in the 
terrible conditions of the campaign against the 
Japanese invaders. 

After our first ration pack lunch, we set off 
on the trail proper through the rubber planta
tions towards the small village of Koveli. This 
walk of only an hour over flat country was our 
acclimatization to the tropical weather. We 
were soon completely saturated with sweat and 
the spectacle-wearing members of the party 



soon gave up peering through the streaks of 
liquid running down the glass. The glasses 
remained in pockets for the rest of the trip. 

The camp site was beside a small stream of 
clear water. Villagers sold us a few bananas and 
paw-paw but not as much as we would have 
liked. This site was one that definitely required 
a mosquito net. We were impressed by the 
A-frame beds put up by our two New Guinea 
nationals - both members of the Defence 
Force. Indeed , we were all impressed by the 
cheerful good nature of Ben and Maori -
neither of whom had volunteered for the walk. 
Although neither had walked the trail previous
Iy, they were able to make enquiries in pidgin 
from the villages on the way. This was valuable 
in finding the right track and in gaining 
permission for the use of the rest houses. 

J 3 July - Next morning , we were up at 
daylight at 6.00 a.m., and ready to go, without 
breakfast, at 6.45 a.m. After a briefing by our 
leader, Gerry Christian we were on the march 
by 7.00 a.m. This routine was followed nearly 
every morning of the trip. Just ahead of us was 
a large group of villagers from the settlement of 
Alola. Later we discovered that this group was 
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practically the whole village, men, women, and 
children. Most of the children walked; others 
were carried on the shoulders of mothers or of 
children scarcely much bigger. Two of the men 
carried between them a bundle wrapped in 
leaves. At the time, we took this to be supplies 
for the journey , but we found out later that this 
was the body of a woman who had died in Port 
Moresby. The body was being escorted back to 
the home village for burial. We were impressed 
by the community spirit of people prepared to 
make an arduous two day walk to pay respect to 
a fellow villager. 

Our own aim was to walk to the deserted 
village of Isurava , a climb of 3500 feet, then 
press on the short distance to Alola. Although 
mainly uphill , there were a number of downhill 
sections and ample opportunities to refill the 
water bottles. The temperature in the jungle was 
not high because of the canopy but the humidity 
was high in the extreme and we remained 
drenched in our own sweat. We heeded the 
advice from the army medical officer in Port 
Moresby, to drink at least six litres of water a 
day. Nevertheless, the need to urinate was 
reduced to three to four times a day. The routine 
of 30 minutes walking and five minutes rest, 30 



minutes for breakrast and 45 minutes for lunch 
was followed pretty well every day . 

We reached lsurava at 12.40 p. m . the village 
had water 100 yards away. We enjoyed the 
mountain views during lunch and were 
observed in turn by a flock of goats that had 
taken over the deserted site. One goat enlivened 
our stay by charging Simon , our Chaplain and 
official photographer. We arrived at Alola at 
3.50 p.m . The funeral was in progress. This 
was followed by continuous wailing which 
lasted all night but ceased abruptly at dawn. 
Those that could find room, slept in the rest 
house, the others underneath or in the open. A 
limited amount of fruit and vegetables were 
available. The hot yams and wild cabbage were 
a novelty that was enjoyed. It rained overnight 
necessitating some movement of people under 
leaking parts of the roof. 

14 July - At 7 .00 a.m. we took the track 
straight through the village, downhill and right 
along a slippery side slope, a steep downhill to 
a log crossing of the creek and a steep uphill to 
rest at the top of a ridge. 

We crossed lora Creek at 10.30 a.m. The 
bridge is several logs tied together in a bundle . 
After breakfast we climbed another 2000 feet to 
the top of the ridge at 6000 feet and dropped 
down to the Templeton 's No 2 at 5500 feet for 
lunch from 2.00 p .m. to 2.30 p.m. (This spot 
has a small lean-to of galvanized iron large 
enough to sleep about six people). We followed 
the track along the river without crossing until 
we reached the famous Templeton 's crossing at 
4.00 p.m. The crossing is 20 to 30 feet wide 
over the usual logs roped together in a bundle. 
A minor fright occurred when Simon was half 
way acrOss. With a loud crack the logs 
rearranged themselves and collapsed 18 inches 
to just above water level. Fortunately, Simon 
was crossing prudently on all fours and quickly 
recovered his balance. 

Under the false impression that we would 
meet the river again soon, we left behind a 
camping spot and pressed on. However, the 
steep uphill continued on and the river was soon 
left behind. In the absence of any camp sites in 
the thick jungle, there was no choice but to 
continue. The track became steeper and steady 
light rain made it slippery as we climbed on the 
increasingly steep ascent. At 5.15 p.m . we 
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reached the Kokoda Gap Lookout. This had a 
small clearing but was very exposed. Fortunate
Iy , a reasonable campsite was found at 
5 .30 p .m. at 6300 feet. With only a halfhourto 
darkness, camp was quickly set up. Those with 
torches or candles were able to cook some food 
in reasonable comfort in the drizzling rain. It 
was here that the comfort of a set of dry warm 
clothes was most appreciated. The day clothes 
were left in the rain overnight as they could not 
become any wetter. Despite the difficult condi
tions and shortage of water everyone was in the 
good humour that marked the whole trip . 

15 July - Away at 7.30 a.m., in light rain, we 
walked downhill to a small creek, and had a 
welcome drink and breakfast from 9.00 a.m. to 
9.30 a. m. At thi s spot was a small lean-to made 
of galvanized iron . 

We reached the open country near Kagi at 
about midday and after a hot walk through the 
kunai grass, arrived at Kagi at 1.00 p .m. The 
villagers here immediately presented us with 
large numbers of oranges. Although we paid for 
these , the villagers did not seem concerned 
about payment. Kagi is beautiful , giving mag
nificent views of mountains, valleys and a 
glorious sunset. The village is neat and clean 
and has a well built church built of local 
materials. We enjoyed the spectacle of clouds 
forming in front of our eyes. For the first time 
in days we were able to dry out our clothes and 
equipment. Water was down a steep hill , five 
minutes down - 10 minutes back. 

Our food drop was at the village, carried up 
by the villagers from the airstrip. At all 
villages, the children stood or sat in a tightly 
packed group watching our every move with 
intense interest. A few of us bought tinned 
mackerel at the store, this being just about the 
only usefu l commodity for sale . 

16 July - The morning was calm with clouds 
sitting on the mountain tops . The track drops 
downwards to the left halfway along the air 
strip. This very steep downhill strained the legs 
until we reached the bottom of the valley where 
a wide, shallow, swift stream was spanned by a 
log bridge 30 feet long , six feet above the 
water. It was now one hour from our 7.00 a . m. 
start. The climb out was the steepest so far and 
very hot. The worst of it was over in 3/4 hour 



and we walked into Efogi 2 at 9.00 a.m. 
Because it was the sabbath for the villagers 
(who were all Seventh Day Adventists on the 
trail) no fruit could be bought. Nevertheless, 
the villagers gave us much-appreciated man
darins. While having our half hour breakfast 
stop, we reflected that the children from Kagi 
do this arduous walk every morning to go to 
school. 

Leaving Efogi 2 at 9.30 a.m., we refilled our 
water bottles at a log crossing of a stream at 
10 .00 a.m. and arrived at Efogi I at 10 . 15 a.m. 
After a steep climb up Brigade Hill, we reached 
the top at 11.45 and had lunch. We reached the 
first creek at 2.30 p.m . after 3'12 hours without 
a refill of our water bottles. 

After a further steep climb we reached 
Menari at 3.15 p. m. after probably the hardest 
day so far. We enjoyed a leisurely wash in the 
creek and dumped our gear at the rest house. 
This village had in addition to the usual 
chickens and dogs, a cassowary being fattened 
in a pen. 

17 July - After a short service on Sunday 
morning, conducted by Simon , we set off at 
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7.05 a. m. , filling our bottles just out of the 
village. We climbed until 8.00 a.m., resting on 
the top of the ridge. At 10 .00 a. m. we crossed 
Brown River over an unstable log 45 feet long. 
This was a bad crossing over deep swift water. 
After breakfast , we followed this fine stream 
through kunai grass, arriving at Naoro at 
11.52 a.m. This is a small settlement with 
gardens along the track . This area is open and 
hot and the steep climb out was quite uncom
fortable. We were relieved to reach the top of 
Maguli Ridge at 2.20 p.m. There was some 
easy walking, then very steep downhill. 
Although we could see the floor of the valley, 
we followed the tortuous track for a very long 
time before arriving, very hot and thirsty at Ofi 
Creek after 41/2 hours without a stop for water. 
The camp is the first side of the creek on the 
right. It is cleared but marshy. Most of the party 
were asleep by 7.00 p.m. 

18 July - We crossed the creek at 7.00 a.m ., 
climbed for an hour and began a relatively easy 
descent. At 8.30 a.m. we were having trouble 
keeping to the path which was badly over
grown. At 8.45 a.m. it was clear that we had 



lost the trail. Our navigator, Dick Grezl 
reasoned that the correct track lay to the south . 
Consequently, we headed south through thick 
scrub and across a very steep side slope. After 
crossing two ridges, we found the Kokoda track 
in kunai grass at 9.40 a .m. We followed the 
track downhi 11 and reached a creek at 
10.40 a.m. The track followed the creek up
stream, often following the creek bed itself. We 
left the creek at 12. lOp. m. and began the steep 
climb up Imita Ridge. With great satisfaction 
we stopped for lunch at the top of the ridge. 
After lunch, we made our way down the 
slippery, steep slope, known during the war as 
the Golden Stairs. However, the original stairs 
made of logs by army engineers have long since 
gone. 

The possibility of making Owers Corner by 
dark now was within our reach. We crossed the 
Goldie River by rocks without getting wet and 
with renewed energy struck up the steep climb 
to Owers Corner, arriving at 5.45 p.m. after 
nearly II hours on the trail that day. The whole 
trip had taken 6 1/ 2 days. 

It was the end of a successful trip - no 
injuries and no illness . But it had been tough -
very tough. We realized that the conditions of 
the Kokoda campaign must have been terrible 
indeed over such country. 

At the suggestion of Dick Grezl, a minutes 
silence was made with great feeling for the 
Australians who died on the trail in inflicting 
the first defeat suffered by the Japanese in 
jungle warfare. 

EQUIPMENT 
Rucksack - waterproof 
Tentfly - large enough for two people 
6 I ight tent pegs 
12 ft of light strong cord 
Ground sheet 
Sleeping bag with zip 
Karrimat - 5 ft long 
Mosquito net 
Umbrella - folding type (used for holding up 

net and for cooking under during rain) 

CLOTHES 

Jungle green trousers 
Jungle green shirt 
Jungle green hat 
Jungle boots and woollen socks (2 pairs) 

KT 26 Dunlop jogging shoes and two pairs of 
socks (These were worn for all except 11/2 
days of the 61f2 day trip. They were very 
good but the jungle boots and woollen ocks 
were very hot). Footware preference is very 
personal 

All clothes were soaking wet for the whole trip 
either from rain or sweat (when wet the 
jungle greens are very heavy) 
pair of light pyjamas (Important to have dry 
clothes at night when eating and sleeping, 
shorts and T shirt would be OK) 

T shirt and thick woollen shirt. (These were 
worn only once on Mt Bellamy but were 
appreciated) 

Balaclava for extra warmth at high altitude 
when setting up camp and eating (used only 
once) 

Torch - penlight type and spare batteries 
(torch was very important) 

3 or 4 candle stubs and matches 
Toothbrush in case 
Toothpaste 
Soap in box 
Knife 
Two water bottles on webbing belt - essential 
Mosquito repellent (used once) 
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Plenty of plastic bags for storage of clothes and 
sleeping bags 

Length of heavy rope for repair of bridges -
Ilf2 to 2 metres. Bridges are made by lashing 
3 or 4 logs together. 

Machete - for cutting test poles, walking 
sticks and burying rubbish (useful but not 
essential) 

Spectacles become streaked with sweat and 
almost useless. (Spectacle wearers - 3 in 
number managed without while walking) 

Towel - never dries out once wet but worth 
taking 

CAMERA EQUIPMENT 
A good quality waterproof bag is important. 

The bag should contain liberal amounts of 
silica gel. Fast film ASA is needed for jungle 
shots . ASA 100 is OK for fine weather. 

Personal First Aid: 
Maloprin for maleria 
Headache tablets 
Sticking plaster 
Geigy Eurax for rashes and leech bites 
Indigestion tablets 
Tinea Cream (optional) 



Strong needle and thread for repairing haver
sacks (not used) 

Notebook and pencil for diary 

Food. Ration packs are OK but very high on 
salt and sugar. Favourite foods should be 
taken , eg oatmeal, muesli and seed bars. 

Mess Traps. One to hold hexamine stove , one 
to go with water bottle , spoon . 

Stove. Hexamine stove (we took one packet 
each of hexamine tablets - two packets 
would be much better). 

Total weight. My pack was 17 kg , including 3 

kg of photographic gear. Water bot!les are 
extra . 

Book. At appropriate times during the walk 
lake Howard gave selected readings from the 
book ' Retreat from Kokoda' . This was much 
appreciated by members of the party. 

Notes . The routine of up at 6 .00 a .m . and away 
at 7.00 a. m. worked well. Rests were 5 
minutes every 1f2 hour, breakfast 1f2 hour, 
lunch 1/2-314 hour. Important to keep slower 
members near the front with a good pace
maker. Essential that the party stays together. 
No one should cross river until leader arrives . 

SPORTING NOTES 

RANC RUGBY VISIT TO NEW ZEALAND 

At 0800 Monday 18 June 1983 RANC history 
was made as the College Rugby Club departed 
from RAAF Richmond on a C-130 flight to 
Auckland New Zealand. This was the first time 
an RANC sporting club had ventured OS in 
search of rugby matches against the famous All 
Blacks stock. The party consisted of both the 
First and Second Fifteens with Lieutenants Phil 
Collins and Tony Aldred as the respective 
coaches/managers and Lieutenant Brigie Bower 
as official healer of the (anticipated) sick and 
wounded. The only figure missing from the 
party was the RANC Coach of Rugby Football 
Lieutenant Commander Jim McCabe because of 
other Service commitments . This was particu
larly unfortunate as Lieutenant Commander 
McCabe had been the organizer of, and driving 
force behind , the visit. The monotony of the 
long loud and cramped flight to Auckland was 
temporarily relieved by a number of touch and 
go landings at Lord Howe Island and flight 
passes over both Lord Howe and Norfolk 
Islands. These over passes provided several 
members of the party with the opportunity of 
standing (with the aid of a restraint harness) on 
the lowered rear platform of the Hercules - an 
experience not to be missed . 
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We finally arrived at the RNZAF Base 
Whenuapai at 1700 local time and were then 
transported by bus to HMNZS Tamaki (the New 
Zealand Naval and Military College) where the 
midshipmen stayed and HMNZS Philomel 
where staff stayed because of lack of accom
modation at Tamaki . Monday night was spent 
quitely settling in and for those who were in the 
' Shakey Isles ' for the first time , acclimatizing 
(very important the coach said) to NZ and of 
course NZ culture and customs, ie getting 
conditioned to the taste of the beer. 

Both games were cheduled for Thursday so 
it was decided to conduct a training run on 
Tuesday morning after which the party was on 
leave until 1200 Thursday. Training went well 
except for the extremely muddy , boggy field 
which the locals described in racing parlance as 
' slow '. After a solid training workout and the 
acquisition of some 'funny money ' members of 
the party dispersed to far flung corners of the 
country . . . well at least as far as Rotorua. 
This period of free time was enjoyed by all 
especially a group of midshipmen (who will 
remain nameless) who explored the more exotic 
attractions of Rotorua (and I don ' t mean the 
thermal waters). Nevertheless all returned in 
reasonably good condition and keen to do well 
against their opponents. Motivation was cer-
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FIRST FIFTEEN 
Back Row L (() R: Bob Plath. Guy Holthouse, Andy Howell , Mark Todd, Darryn Jose, Dave Waldie. Scott Henderson. Mark Sheaves. LE UT Phil Collins . 
Frolll Roll' L to R: Rod Kenyon , Mick Rothwell , Phil Mottram. Michael Reis. Tony Davidson (Capt). Dave Small , Matt Goldrick . 
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SECOND FIFTEEN 
Back Row L 10 R: Matthew Houston, Tony Raeside, Michael Lowry, Peter Scott. Darren Coonan. John Broadhead, Charlie Caiger. Chris Gudgin. Paul Mulcahy. LE UT Tony Aldred . 
Fronl Row L 10 R: Michael Addison , Adam Mroz , Michael Doherty , Rod Mathers (Capt) , Bob Davies, Jon Miragliotta , Ray Leggatt. 



tainly enhanced by the local kiwis boasting how 
good the national team was and how they were 
going to do to the Wallabies exactly as they had 
done to the hapless Lions - 'Did you see the 
last Test'?' - 'just wait 'till August at your 
SCG' ... etc, etc. 

The matches, or should 1 say the opposition, 
proved a surprise . . . no a shock ~ The 1 st XV 
was opposed to the full Royal New Zealand 
Naval Colts (under 21 side) and the 2nd's to a 
combined TOl11akil Fleet midshipmen side. We 
had requested and naively expected to play two 
under 191Toll7oki sides. The first game was the 
main one (they sometimes do things differently 
in NZ) and from early in the game we realized 
the New Zealanders were taking no prisoners . 
Unfortunately the Team Captain and prop 
forward Tony Davidson was forced off the field 
with a shou lder injury early in the first half and 
at half-time lock Mark Todd stopped breathing 
(or so it seemed) with very bad 'flu and he was 
replaced. Winger Matt Goldrick was also 
replaced in the second half with an ankle injury. 
Nevertheless the team played well above them
se lves and although beaten 25-3 by a classy 
outfit could be very proud of its efforts . 
Fullback Bob Plath scored our only points, a 
penalty goal. 

The second game was a very entertaining and 
extremely close affair in the first half with 
RANC being in with a good chance at half time 
on ly 4-7 down. Leading by example Chief 
Midshipman Mathers scored the try. Again 
however injury troubles plagued us with Lieu
tenant Aldred forced off with a shoulder injury 
and in the second half Bob Plath, who was 
among several players backing up in the second 
game. broke his forearm. Despite these set
backs RANC played extremely well in the 
second half but just couldn't manage to score 
again and finally went down 19-4. Two late 
tries by Talnaki gave them a flattering score line 
which was not, if you will excuse the cliche, a 
fair indication of the game. Best players - 1 st 
X V - Scott Henderson, Andy Howell, 
Michael Reis and Dave Waldie. 2nd XV -
Paul Mulcahy, Bob l ones, Rod Mathers and 
Michael Doherty. Special mention must also be 
made of Lieutenant Bower's great help to the 
injured players particularly Bob Plath whose 
return trip was made comfortable (a lmost) by 
her fi rst aid . 
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A post-match reception was then held at 
Ta lI1(1k i and finally at 2300 we left for W e
nuapai and the flight home . Due to the un
availability of other RAAF flights a projected 
13 day tour was cut to just a four day vi~it. 

More bad flight news was that the flight home, 
another RAAF Navigation Exercise, lasted nine 
hours taking us to Sydney via the South Island 
of NZ. Tasmania and the East Coast of 
Australia. A very cold, long boring flight was 
had by all, but as one of the flight crew 
reniarked, the price was right. 

The RANC Rugby Club gained a great deal 
from its visit to New Zealand - much was 
learnt about aggressive rugby and physical 
commitment in rucks and mauls and on the 
lighter side members of the Club enjoyed 
themselves in New Zealand and are looking 
forward to many more opportunities through 
their naval careers of playing rugby overseas. 

A USTRALIAN FOOTBALL 

There was considerable doubt at the beginning 
of the year as to whether Creswell cou ld 
continue to supply a team for the local Austra
lian football competition. With only two play
ers remaining from the 1982 team and the initial 
number of recruits well down on previous 
years, the future of the sport at the RANC 
looked bleak. An intense advertising campaign 
however, brought together an enthusiastic and 
dedicated band of players, determined to see a 
season through and achieve considerable suc
cess. It was due to the lack of players however, 
that Creswell was able to field only one reserve 
grade ide in the competition instead of the 
u ual first grade team . 

The potential of the Panthers became appa
rent in the first game of the season, when they 
went down narrowly to one of last year's grand 
finalists. The following week, Creswell showed 
its true form in defeating Berrima by a massive 
110 points. These results quickly fired the 
enthus iasm of the young players and the team 
set their sights on a reserve grade pennant. The 
third game was to be a real test for the Panthers, 
but did not live up to pre-match expectations as 
Creswell annihi lated the pre-season premiership 
favourite, Albatross. In the following weeks, 
the Panthers continued to look good with big 
wins over both Batemans Bay and the reigning 
premiers Nowra. 
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RANC AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL TEAM 
Back Roll' L 10 R : M . Jaeger. A . Goode, A. Williams. M . Steel. G. Jones, D. Tazare, P. Martin (Capt) . 
Second Row L 10 R : M. Mclntyre. J. McCormack, G . Lehman . S. Cope land (Coach). M. Collins. A. Huwes. G . Gogun. 
Front Roll' L to R : S. Cameron. J . Beck. I. Falls. C. Roy. M . Pickering, M . Warren. P. Sedgwick . 
Absenl: G. Gee . S . Miller. J. Whykes. P. Tonge. S . Crawford. B. Alderson . 



At the time of writing the season is three 
quarters finished and Creswell is firmly entren
ched in second place on the competition ladder 
with 10 wins and only 3 losses. There is no 
doubt that Creswell will play in the finals and 
on present indications , a premiership is certain
ly not out of the question. There is sti ll plenty of 
hard work to do with five more home and away 
games left before the finals commence and 
Creswell will be out to make the most of these 
games. 

Throughout the season, there have been 
many magnificent contributors. Peter Martin , 
Captain , has given the side enormous drive 
from ' bounce downs' and 'throw-ins' and with 
his great mobility and big leap he is the pick of 
the ruckmen in the local competition. Peter 
Sedgwick has played the full back position to 
perfection this year and is responsible for 
generating many attacking thrusts. His match 
winning effort in the last line of defence against 
a stacked Batemans Bay side will not be 
forgotten. Geoff Jones adds the bite and muscle 
needed around the packs and his superb judge
ment makes him an irreplaceable member of the 
side. Across the half-back line Mark Warren 

COLLEGE TENNIS 

RANC 1ST GRADE TENNIS TEAM 

and Andrew Williams reign supreme . Mark 
would have to be one of the most consistent and 
competent half back flankers in the busi ness. 

Approximately half way through the season, 
Creswell lost Graeme Lehman , the side 's 
regular centreman. It was Graeme who com
bined with Greg Gee and Alex Hawes to 
produce the best centreline in the competition. 
Despite the loss both Greg and Alex continue to 
dominate the game at every opportunity. Mov
ing into the forward line one cannot go past the 
efforts of both Mat Jaeger and Jeff Whykes. 
Both have had a magnificent season with the 
boot and at the time of writing , Mat Jaeger was 
the leading goal-kicker for the league. Other 
players who have performed well during the 
season, include the dynamic and brilliant rover 
Mick Collins who must surely come close to 
taking out the club' s best and fairest award, 
Murray Steel, Brian Alderson , Gerry Gogan 
and Craig Roy. It has certainly been a produc
tive year and all players must be congratulated 
for the valuable contribution they have made . 
The standard of football this year has been very 
high , and it is hoped that Creswell continue to 
improve and consolidate their position. 

Le/i TO right: Mr Berg in , M . Jaeger , J . Peacock , P. Mottram , LE UT Pringle. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

RANC compete every Tuesday night in the 
Shoal haven Basketball Association competi
tion. Vve have had mixed results, however , all 
who participate have plenty of fun. 

We entered two teams in the Summer 
competition, and there has been a growth in 
Basketball at the College to allow us to enter 
three teams in the Winter Competition. This has 
proved that the chance to compete against local 
teams is enjoyable. 

The College I team saw a captaincy change 
as a new talent of Michael Rossendell became 
prominent. Solid play by Paul Mulcahy , Dave 
Birch and Greg ' Henry' Lawson throughout the 
year has ensured all our games have been 

1ST GRADE BASKETBALL 
Back Row L to R: B. Plath, P. Mulcahy . 
Front RolV L 10 R : M . Rossendell , G . Gogan, G . Lawson. 
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closely contested. David Rafferty, when avail
able , has helped tremendously. 

The College 2 team has played well to date. 
Bob Plath was promoted to the I team, and 
Lieutenant Christian joined the ever keen 
group . There have been a few solid defeats 
when the team has been stretched by exams and 
duties. Robin Gajaseni has played consistently 
well and has been backed up by lan Falls and 
Jim McCormack. 

The College 3 team was formed as a social 
team for the Winter competition. Peter Gilchrist 
and Matt Goldrick have played well. They have 
not had many wins this competition , but they 
have probably had more fun. 

Congratulations to Midshipmen Rossendell, 
Mulcahy, Lawson and Gajaseni who received 



C GRADE BASKETBALL 
Back Roll' L to R : P . Gilchrist , D. Pudney , C. Caiger, M . Zeilthoffer , M . Rothwell . 
Frollt Row L to R : C. Roy. N . Stocks. A. Williams , M . Gulyas . 

full colours for Basketball during Session One 
1983. The College beat University convincing
ly in the week that they were undertaking PNT 
at the College. Rossendell, Birch and Gajaseni 
played extremely well. No other inter-College 
matches have been played yet, the major games 
coming in Se sion Two . 

CRICKET 

The RANC I st XI had a year of mixed fortunes 
and often, due to the demands of courses , a 
mixed team. Andrew Dudgeon led the team 
through most of the season and made a fine 
personal contribution, especially, his 76 not out 
against Navy Office . For his efforts, he re
ceived the Morgan Award and the Farncomb 
Cup. Meanwhile, Jason Millett took the Junior 
House Trophy, for the second year in succes
sion, in a grand display that included a hat trick 
against Canberra Grammar. 

Towards the end of the season a solid 
combination emerged under the leadership of 
Dave Wakeling and in their last three games 
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they defeated Chevalier College, stretched 
Navy Office in a close game and defeated the 
Lindfield District Cricket Club outright. 

Consistent performances were shown by 
Mike Rossendell, Andrew Williams, Bill 
Stocks and Andrew Dudgeon, while Warren 
Reynolds and Darren Jose were alway eager to 
get at the opposition. 

With a full calendar next year, it is hoped that 
the good end of season form will progress and 
once again lift the 1st XI to its premier position 
amongst sports . 

HOCKEY 

The Creswell hockey club, the most exciting 
and innovative one at the RANC, continued in 
great form during the period under review. 

On Saturday, I 1 December 1982 the team 
journeyed to Melbourne to compete in a 
supplementary carnival to the Esanda World 
Hockey tournament. On Sunday the team had a 
final training session to sharpen-up the reflexes 
which had been dulled over the previous 
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RANC 1ST GRADE CRICKET TEAM 
Back Row L to R: MIDN Hyder, Todd, Delamont , Reynolds, Jose, Roy, LE UT Spruce (Coach). 
Front Row L to R: MIDN Plath, Williams A.J., Rossendell , Wakeling (Capt), Mathers, Donley . 



inactive months. HMAS Creswell team were 
confident of doing well, having made the final 
of the Jubilee Shield knockout competition and 
finishing runners-up to the minor premiers in 
the Shoalhaven District competition. 

The carnival was held over the next six days 
during the morning to enable participants to 
attend the world tournament in the afternoon. 
Creswell were surprised by the standard of 
competition which included representative 
teams from Western Australia , Tasmania and 
New South Wales. A University of Queensland 
side was also present. Creswell were deter
mined to put up a good fight and were joyous 
for one game, scoring a 2-all draw against a 
group of Tasmania A-grade players . Unfortu
nately , the remaining competitors were in a 
class of their own and Creswell did not fare as 
well as had been anticipated . 

During the afternoons the team had the 
opportunity of spectating Esanda World Hock
ey tournament which to most was the highlight 
of the trip to Melbourne . The Australian team 
appeared to be the most highly skilled during 
the competition and this was borne out in an 
exciting final where Australian brilliantly de
feated India 6-1. 

On the home front, HMAS CresweLl, at the 
time of writing, were achieving a string of 

brill iant victories in the local competition after a 
slight slump in previous weeks. Creswell cur
rently lies third in the competition but recent 
wins over the previous undefeated Gerringong 
side and last year's premiers lllaroo, give 
Creswell an excellent chance of taking out th\.: 
competition for a record third time. 

The season started well for Creswel/ when 
we defeated old rivals AlbaLross 6-0. This was 
a great start to the competition, especially 
considering the lack of game practice up until 
this time . Training sessions had emphasized set 
plays during penalty corners for attacking and 
defending . These were executed to near perfec
tion . Our first goal came within five minutes of 
commencement of play from a penalty stroke. 
A series of short and sharp passing then saw our 
forward line quickly move the score to 4-0. 
After half time Creswel/' s defence withstood a 
spirited fightback but thanks to saves from 
ABSU Jim Bremner in goals, they did not 
penetrate. Creswell scored two more goals to 
complete, what could mildly be called, an 
annihilation! MIDN Craig Hopkins was best on 
ground scoring three goals, closely followed by 
MIDN Colin Beams and MIDN Brenton 
Smyth. 
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in 1983 , for the second year in succession , 
Creswell narrowly missed out on winning the 
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HMAS CRESWELL HOCKEY TEAM 
Back RowLto R: LEUT Wotton, J. White, J . Laycock, P. Langford, L. Thorne , T. White , LEUTCunningham. 
Front RowLtoR: S . Thorn. A . Dunlop , R. MacMillan , B. Smythe , J. Bailly . 



Jubilee Shield Knockout competition held at 
HMAS Nirimba. Incoming runners-up , the 
Creswell I side achieved the following results: 

Round I versus 2nd Cavalry Regiment , 0-0 
(won by Creswell I on short corners) 

Round 2 versus Albatross I, 2-0 win 

Semi-final versus HarmanlAlbatross, 0-0 
(won by Creswell I on short corners) 

Final versus PlatypuslWaterhen, 0-2 loss 

There were many fine individual perform-
ances during this arduous competition, includ
ing those given by ABMTH 'Johnno' Johnston, 
MIDN Brenton Smyth , MIDN Mark Maloney 
and MIDN Mick McClaren. 

The Creswell 11 side also did well, only to be 
eventually eliminated on short corners. They 
achieved the following results: 

Round I versus RAAF Base Richmond, 0-3 
loss 

Round 2 versus Nirimba Ill, 1-0 win 

Quarter final versus Kuttabul , 0-0 (loss by 
Creswell 11, on short corners) 

Best players during the day for Creswell 11 
were MIDN David Hyder who also captained 
the team with great enthusiasm, LSSTD Brett 
Mace and MIDN Simon Thorn. 

As a footnote, it needs to be reported that 
LE UT Adrian Wotton, Hockey Coach for the 
last two seasons, moved onto the greener 
hockey pastures of Canberra in July. He was 
replaced by long-term hockey fanatic LEUT lan 
Cunningham. 

Representative Honours 
Eastern Australia Inter-service Selection: 

MIDN Brian Delamont 
SWRSN Leanne Thorn 

Shoal haven Men 's District Representative Side: 
ABMTH ' Mad Mac' MacAdam 

Representative Teams 
Supplementary Carnival to World Hockey 
Tournament: 

LEUT Wotton (Captl 
Coach) 
LEUT Cunningham 
MIDN Hood 
MIDN Swan 
MIDN Greaves 
MIDN Rowlands 

MIDN Maloney 
LSSTD Laycock 
LSCK Ashman 
ABSTD Brinkley 
ABSU Clarke 
MIDN Scott 

1983 Jubilee Shield: LEUT Wotton (Coach) 

A-Side 
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MIDN Delamont 
MIDN Hopkins 
MIDN Maloney 
MIDN McClaren 
LSSTD Laycock 
MIDN Beames 

8-Side 

(Capt) MIDN J. White 
MIDN Smyth 
MIDN Dixon 
ABMTP Johnson 
MIDN Dunlop 
ABSU Bremner 

MIDN Hyder (Capt) 
MIDN Caiger 
WRSN Thorn 
ABSTD Mace 
ABSTD Edmonson 
MIDN Bailly 

MIDN Thorn 
MIDN Thomas 
LE UT Cun
ningham 
MIDN T. White 
MIDN Jacomb 
MIDN Reimers LSCK Ashman 
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RANC SWIMMING TEAM 
Bock Roll' L to R: G. Holl and. M. Addison. J. Swan. G. Gogan. M. Todd. M. Steel. A. Dudgeon. M. Hunter. M. Robinson. A. Singleton. T . Leonard. M. Lowry . 
Front ROil' L to R: I. Falls. M. Sheaves. M. Ward . M. Cooper. LEUT B. Bower. T . McKerrow. P. Bunyan. R. Davies. 



SWIMMING 

RANC this year were guests of OCS Portsea 
who hosted the lnterservice College swimming 
carnival at Rosebud Olympic Pool on 26 
February 1983 . 

The carnival, as in previous years, was 
attended by RMC Duntroon, OCS Portsea, 
RAAF Academy Point Cook , ECS Frognell and 
RANC . 

Following two weeks of intensive training; 
comprised of beach runs , the use of HMAS 
Albatross pool after secure and use of the 
Gymnasium Universal machine , the team con
sisting of many new entry General List Mid
shipmen and several of last year's champs were 
ready to bring home the coverted Portsea 
Trophy. 

RANC swam well taking second place to 
RMC Duntroon and won medallions in 17 out 
of 19 events. 

The results of ISCSC 1983 were as follows: 
I st place RMC with 127 points 
2nd place RANC with 107 points 
3rd place ECS with 100 points 
4th place OCS with 92 points 
5th place RAAF with 89 points 

Action at the RANC Swimming Championships. 

RANC should be proud of the fine efforts of 
all swimmers including lan Falls, Michael 
Lowry , Don Singleton, Graham Swan, Spike 
Davies, lames Hunter , Michael Robinson and 
Guy Holthouse. The PT Staff and Team 
Captain Mark Cooper (for the second year) 
instilled a tremendous amount of enthusiasm 
and spirit into the team . Well done , team . 

ISCSC will be held at RMC Duntroon in 
February 1984. 'Come on - team , lets make 
our two seconds in the last two years; A First in 
1984'. 

LIFE SAVING 

RANC has continued its close association with 
the Royal Life Saving Society of Australia this 
year. Examiners from the society again 
travelled to RANC to conduct examinations 
with the 1983 intake. These resulted in the 
following awards: 
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one Award of Merit 
six Trainee Instructors Certificates 
one Examiner's Certificate 
four Sub-Aqua Bronze Medallions 
one Sub-Aqua Examiner's Certificate 



one Sub-Aqua Instructor 's Certificate 
58 Bronze Medallions 
three Bronze Stars 

Other examinations held at the College and 
during the year have added: 

10 Sub-Aqua Bronze Medallions 
14 Bronze Medallions 
two Bronze Stars 

As well , each person who has joined the 
Navy through RANC has been examined for the 
RLSSA survival certificate. 

The continuation of emphasis on Life Saving 
has been assured with the inclus ion of the 
requirement that each Midshipman should be 
instructed towards and examined for the award 
of the Bronze Medallion. 

RUGBY UNION FOOTBALL 

In terms of results the season up to the time of 
writing (early July) has been a little disappoint
ing. On the positive side , both teams have been 
playing regularly and the players have put in a 
lot of effort, with spirited performances at all 
times. 

The I st XV played in the Far South Coast of 
NSW competition for the first time . This can 
only be good for rugby at the College, as 
regular competitive fixtures against adult teams 
in an ever-improving competition sharpen in
terest , skill s and commitment to the game. Only 
two competition fixtures remain prior to the 
play-off, and the College must win both to 
ensure being in the top four. The first game wa 
aga inst Narooma, and the team won by 10 
points to 6 in a spirited though scrappy game. 
This was followed by a 13-3 defeat at the hands 
of the powerful Batemans Bay team. The score 
does not reflect the state of the game, as the 
lighter College forwards outscrummaged, out
rucked , outmauled and outran the ir heavier 
opponents. Alas, two defensive slips in the 
backline led to two opposition tries which 
sewed the game up for the Bay . 

The next game was against Moruya Dol
phins , under floodlights at the Moruya Show
ground. Again the RANC forwards outgunned 
their older and heavier opponents , but the 
three-quarters were outdone by a very slick 
Dolphins backline to the tune of 13 points to 
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nil. However, two Dolphins tries were doubt
ful, to put it mildly , largely due to the referee 
being uncertain of the lines of touch in the poor 
quality light. 

Our next game, against Milton , resulted in a 
workmanlike win by 13 points to 6 . The 
College forwards found themselves in the 
unaccustomed position of being pushed , and it 
required strong running and close marking by 
the backs to hold on till the final whistle . Two 
weeks later the much-vaunted Bermagui
Cobargo side came to play at RANC , and won 
by 18 points to 13. This game was notable for 
the spirited performance put up by our young 
replacements who were drafted into the team at 
very short notice due to injury and the non
arrival of some UNSW midshipmen . It was an 
excellent, open game, and RANC didn ' t get the 
bounce when the opposition were awarded an 
extremely doubtful try, which was converted . 

The next games were played in the Mons Cup 
at HMAS Nirimba . The College entered two 
teams, and there were high hopes that the First 
team would do well , especially with several 
UNSW midshipmen in our ranks. Alas, the 
team went out 6-4 to Tobruk in the first round. 
The players never warmed to the task against 
less skilful but more determined opponents, and 
thi s poor performance shattered their confi
dence to the extent that they went down 3 points 
to nil in the Plate competition game against 
Vampire. The second team played really deter
minedly to defeat the useful Penguin team on 
the first penalty award, but then had the 
misfortune to run up against the powerful 
Cerberus team, the eventual winners. Although 
well beaten in the first half, the players threw 
everything into a splendid second half effort 
which kept Cerberus to one more score. 

The following Saturday it was back to 
competition fare and a visit to Narooma, whom 
we had beaten in our first meeting. Unfortu
nately , the result was reversed to the tune of 22 
points to 9. Although there were four regulars 
mi ss ing due to injury , there was no excuse for 
the poor effort put in by our team. The players 
gave the impress ion that they were going 
through the motions of playing rugby , and there 
was a total lack of commitment, with the 
honourable exceptions of Davidson and 
Kenyon . 



What a transformation the following week, 
when we played competition leaders Moruya 
Dolphins! The team, again forced to call on 
players at short notice due to the non-arrival of 
UNSW midshipmen, played magnificently to 
lead by 7 points to 6 until two minutes from 
time, when a fortunate penalty award to Dol
phins allowed them to sneak home by two 
points. After the game both the Dolphins 
president and coach were gracious enough to 
concede that the better team had lost, but it was 
disheartening nevertheless. The final game 
prior to mid-winter leave was against Bate
man's Bay, and a shocking first half enabled the 
Bay to take both points to the tune of 29-8. 

The extras were more fortunate than last 
season in that they got regular games, which 
enabled interest to be kept at a high pitch. The 
first game resulted in an 18-0 loss to Bermagui 
11, but the next game went our way with a 
well-fought 10-4 victory over Moruya 1I at 
Bateman's Bay in the curtain-raiser to the Far 
South Coast vs Tasmania game. Two weeks 
later, the Extras put up their best showing of the 
season to date in defeating a strong Trinity 
Grammar School team by 15 points to 6. A 
week later they were brought back to earth by a 
strong Combined Southern Schools Select XV 
in a mudbath at Shoalhaven Rugby Park. 
Careless defensive lapses cost us four tries, and 
we went down 28-4. A week later the team got 
back on the winning trail with a sound 17 points 
to 3 win over Moruya II. The final game in the 
first half of the season ended in a 36-4 defeat at 
the hands of a powerful Brisbane Church of 
England Grammar School I st XV. 

Amongst the players, there were many good 
performers. Davidson, captaining the I st XV 
for the second season, played hard football with 
total commitment at all times. He has great 
potential as a prop forward, but his subsequent 
training programme will prevent him playing 
regularly for some time. Henderson played well 
on the flank, reading the game superbly as ever, 
but he needs that extra yard of pace to force 
himself into the top flight. In the backs Jose 
made the right wing berth his own with many 
gutsy displays. A fast and powerful runner, he 
needs to work on his defence to make the 
maximum impact. Waldie continues to mature 
as a centre, and played some first-rate games. 
His sound play resulted in his being an 
automatic selection for the Far South Coast 

team in the Ardath Cup competItIon. Reis 
played superbly at all times. Owing to a lack of 
a five-eighth, he was moved to this posi tion 
from half-back, and quickly adapted. A first
rate natural footballer, he has excellent ac el
eration through a gap, safe hands, a fine kick 
and sound defence. The team owed much to his 
contributions in all games. When he was absent 
through injury, the level of performance in the 
team dropped markedly. Howell, as second row 
lock, played strong , storming football with total 
commitment. He was another who was an 
automatic selection for the Far South Coast 
representati ve team. 
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Amongst the New Entry midshipmen there 
were quite a few most useful players. Sheaves 
is a talented, hard-grafting front rower with 
remarkable mauling skills; Todd i a 
wholehearted contributor whose fierce running 
with the ball is an inspiration; Kenyon, a fine 
breakaway whose support play was exemplary 
at all times and Plath, a fine natural footballer 
with good pace and swerve and who never let 
anything bother him. Raeside improved by 
leaps and bounds as a second row lock, and is 
now a very fine young forward. Rothwell 
proved to be a terrier-like halfback, and he and 
Reis quickly struck up an effective partnership. 
Others who represented worthily in the I st XV 
were Small, a skilful hooker and wholehearted 
player in the loose and Mroz, ideally built for 
prop, who needs just a little more aggression in 
his approach. Mottram was a sound, workman
like player who will improve greatly with 
experience in senior rugby and Goldrick did 
many sound thing in his games but will have to 
tighten up in defence . 

In the extras, Mathers captained enthusias
tically from the wing, and had a collection of 
determined footballers arund him . Doherty was 
a fine prop and Maley a first-rate hooker. Both 
were unlucky in that Davidson, Shea es and 
Small were always available for First XV 
selection. Miragliotta, in his first season of 
rugby, showed strength and determination, and 
should do well next season. Houston, Moles 
and Towry were hard-working forwards who 
will gain a lot from this season's experience, as 
will Mulcahy. Caiger, Colville and Addison all 
played well, and Donley and Astfalck will have 
learned much that will make them very useful 
performers next season. 



The regard in which RANC rugby is held is 
underlined by the number of our players who 
gained representative honours with the Far 
South Coast XV. No fewer than 10 midshipmen 
(Davidson , Howell, Rei s, Waldie , Todd, Ken
yon, Sheaves, Henderson, Moles and Mot
tram) were selected during the first half of the 
season. In the Far South Coast Under-21 XV 
which played Illawarra on 4 June , nine of the 
team were RANC players. This is a fine 
achievement by these young players, and au
gurs well for their futures in the game. 

The second half of the season will be tough , 
with two competition games to be won to 
ensure our position in the top four, the play
offs, and games against OCS Portsea, Duntroon 
and RAAF Academy. The only disappointing 
aspect of the season so far has been the lack of 
support by the midshipmen at UNSW, although 
it is reali sed that Jervis Bay is a long way from 
Watsons Bay . The teams are in a determined 
frame of mind, with Duntroon beginning to 
loom in our sights. Rugby is alive and well at 
the College, and long may it be so! 

SOCCER 

This year the College soccer team (photo page 
70) elected to play in the second division of the 
Shoalhaven District Soccer Assoc iation . The 
Shoal haven di strict has a strong soccer follow
ing with 12 teams competing in both the first 
and second divi s ions. 

The season commenced with a knock-out 
competi tion involving teams from both divi 
sions. The College team performed extremely 
well, winning its first two games to reach the 
semi -final s. In its semi-final match , the College 
played top first division side Culburra , the 
match ending in a nil-all draw , the number of 
corners taken deciding the outcome. Culburra 
qualified for the grand final by a s ingle corner. 

Any euphoria remaining from our success at 
the knock-out competition was soon shattered 
with a 4-1 defeat by United in the opening 
match of the regular competition. Four con
secutive wins followed and College became the 
competition's leader. However, the team 's 
fortune began to fluctuate and at the time of 
writing this article, the team is poised at fourth 
position. Two other teams are trying for fourth 
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spot and the College must continue to win if it is 
to play in the finals thi s September. One 
highlight of the season to date, was the 
College's 3-0 victory over arch-rival Alhatross. 
Both teams played excellent soccer and it was 
only in the final minutes of the game that 
College scored its goals and snatched victory. 

Special mention must be made of the team 's 
's talwarts'; Cliff Gaudie (Captain), Barry 
Everest, Greg Lawson , Alan L1oyd , Tim 
McKerrow and David Wakeling. The enthu
siasm and dedication of these players over the 
last two or three years has allowed the College 
to remain a force in the local soccer competi
tion . New team members, Ken Klaasen, Mick 
Rosendell and David Byrne, all talented for
wards have contributed to the team the power, 
skill and speed to win. All players now have 
their s ights set on the finals in September. 

SQUASH 

HMAS Creswell Squash Club competes in the 
local Shoal haven District Squash Competition. 
In the 1983 Winter Competition, teams were 
entered in Divi sions 5 and 6. 

The Divi s ion 5 team retained several of last 
season 's more experienced players and com
pri sed LEUTs Stuart Abson and Vic Jones and 
MIDNs Chris Gudgin and Scott Henderson . 
New blood was injected into thi s team during 
the latter half of the competition when LCDR 
Jim Buchanan and LE UT Jeff Whalan started 
playing regularly. Despi te high hopes at the 
beginning of the season, this team only man
aged to win one match , although several fine 
individual results were recorded. 

The Divi s ion 6 team , was mostly made up of 
Class [ midshipmen , although a few Class lis 
returned for a second season. Eight players 
were reg istered - the opposition complained of 
not recognizing anyone when playing us for the 
second time . However, as the season progres
sed, we were thankful to have regi stered so 
many, as injuries, duties and study took their 
toll on the team. Although the team was graded 
too highly , each team member benefitted from 
the experience. Mick Collins, playing at num
ber one, actually won a rubber but was injured 
half way through the season . He was ably 
replaced by Gerry Gogan . Congratulations also 
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RANC 1ST GRADE SOCCER TEAM 
Back Row L (0 R: W. Gajesini, M. Zeilthoffer, C. Gaudie , LEUT Miller, M. Rossendell, G. Lawson. 
Front Row L to R: D. Wakeling, D. Byrne , T . Mc Kerrow , D. Luck , K. Klaasen, D. L1oyd . 
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COLLEGE SAILING TEAM 
Back Roll' L to R: P. Reimers, P. Quinn. J. Peacock. A. Howell, LEUT Harvey. F. Blake, M. Reis, R. Taverner. S. Henderson. 
Front Roll' L to R : P. Alien. M. Pickering, D. Dunlop, M. Collins , M. Addison, S. Harper. 



SQUASH TEAM 
Back Roll' L to R : LCDR Buchanan. S. Thorn. A. Tham, S. Harper, D. Gray. 
Frollt ROIl' L 10 R: M. Collins. G. Gogan . 

to Tony Tham, Simon Thorn and Liam Donley 
(looking very much like Mike Todd - an ' in 
joke' - ed) who each won at leas t one game in 
the competitio n. The team also apprec iated the 
guest appearances of Dan Gray, Simon Harper, 
Pete r Martin , Ross Taverner and Andy Wil 
liams. 

Our thanks to LEUT V . Jones for all his 
assistance and encouragement while he was in 
charge of the sport at the College. We wish him 
well on hi s three year exchange po ting with the 
Royal Navy. LCDR J. Buchanan has taken 
over as Squash Officer. CAPT P. Ross has 
threatened to come out of retirement and show 
us all how the game is played if we do not 
improve on our results . 
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SUB-AQUA CLUB 

This Sub-Aqua Club is into its third year of 
operation and a lthough there has been a high 
turnover of membership, it still remains a 
progress ive ly expanding and successful club . In 
its years of operation, the club has sponsored at 
least seven diving courses resulting in over 80 
people receiving e ither PADI or more recently 
FAUI diving qualifications . As well, two 
midshipmen have proceeded to do a Ship 's 
Divers course at HMAS Penguin and other 
members are interested in completing the 
course. 

This year, club members travelled to the 
RAN Diving School for a familiarization , 
training and diving experience visit. Thi s visit 



proved to be very successful in promoting 
interest in Service diving. 

The July Expedition again was held at Port 
Stephens. Thi s provided valuable experience to 
all who attended. 

The club continues to encourage develop
ment of safe diving procedures and has this year 
held classes and examinations in the Sub-Aqua 
Bronze Medallion, with 14 members achieving 
the award. This brings the total number of these 
awards up to over 50. 

The club operates weekend dives in and 
around Jervis Bay and has a small number of 
members who form a nucleus for these dives. 

Membership at present includes about 30 
midshipmen and staff of RANC as well as four 
associate members from the HMAS Creswell 
area and surrounding civilian communities. 

It is hoped that in future, the club will 
continue to grow and that interest will not wane 
with the new intake in 1984. 

VOLLEYBALL 

This has been a turbulent year for the team . 
With only a handful of teams in the local area, 
the competition is no less intense. 

Big hitting from Dave Waldie and Scott 
Edgecombe have kept us in many games, along 
wth accurate spiking from Doug Manger and 
Andrew Dunlop. Tim White, Bill Stocks and 
Charlie Caiger have been very solid in the back 
courts. 

With the team running hot and cold more 
consistency has been found with the increase in 
interest which is around at present. Prospects 
look bright for the remainder of the year. 

SS KLAUS-SCHOKE 1938 

THE BELL 

Situated outside the Science block , the 'Bell' of 
the SS Klaus-Schoke, or should I say its history, 
has caused me some consternation since I was 
given the task of obtaining its history. The one 
and only fact known was that it was taken 'on 
charge' by RANC when the college wa moved 
from Flinders Naval Depot to Jervis Bay in 
1958 . With a great deal of help from Maritime 
museums in Germany , Lloyds of London and a 
writer by the name of Martin H . Brice living in 
the UK , here is the Bells history. 

Built in 1938 by Lubecker Flender Werke for 
Hanseatische Reederei Emil Offen and Com
pany of Hamburg , the SS Klaus-Schoke was a 
cargo vessel of some 5848 tons under the 
command of Master Fritz Heinrich Denzin (49 
years old). The political leader was the 26 year 
old Third Officer Ehrhardt Burmeister. 

At the outbreak of World War 11 the Klaus
Schoke took refuge in the Portuguese 'Azores 
Islands' (mid North Atlantic) firstly in Horta 
(Pico) then in Ponta Delgada (Sao Miguel). 
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Whilst in Horta the British vessel Mill Hill 
dropped anchor in February 1940 and her 
engineer officer visited the Klaus-Schoke to 
obtain information about the Mill Hill's pumps 
which had been built in Germany and were 
giving trouble . The outbreak of war does not 
appear to have caused much apprehension as 
the information was freely given. In the sum
mer of 1940 an agent offered Captain Denizin 
£ I 0000 to sa i I h is vessel from the neutral 
Portuguese port and rendezvous with British 
destroyers. The offer was obviously rejected . 

German authorities ordered the Klaus-Schoke 
to sail and the vessel got underway at approx
imately 2305 on I December 1940. 

HMS California , an Armed Merchant Cruis
er (ex Anchor Line Passenger Liner) under the 
command of Captain Cuthbert John Pope RAN, 
received Admiralty message 085312 at about 
1300 on 2 December 1940 informing her of the 
Klaus-Schoke's sailing. California's position at 
that time was approximately 160 miles NNE of 



SS Klaus-Schoke 
5848 tons 
Length: 133.42 m 
Breadth : 18 .27 m 
Draught : 7.6 m 
Engines: 4 cyl at 474 NHP; max speed II knots 
Crew: 30 
Port of Registry: HAMBURG , GERMANY 

Sao Miguel and Captain Pope ordered a SE 
course on which he hoped to intercept before 
dark . 

Whil st communicating with MY Llangibby 
Castle at 1840 smoke was seen to the SW and 
California altered course to investigate. In due 
course the vessel herself was made out in fading 
I ight and it so happened that she was silhouetted 
aga inst the brightest clearest part of the sky 
whil st in the opposite direction behind Califor
nia the sky was dark and misty with some rain . 
Captain Pope hoped that from thi s position he 
would be able to approach ' pretty close' 
without being observed. It was later confirmed 
by prisoners that thi s was quite successful. 

It was not yet confirmed that the vessel he 
could see was the one he sought , however the 
pos ition course and speed of the vessel was the 
ame as he had pl anned . As he closed to 1000 

yards, the searchlight was sw itched on and the 
vessel see med to answer the description of the 
Klaus-Schoke, but thi s was still not conclusive 
as she had painted in name and co lours ' YUGO 
SLA Y' on he r s ides . 

California s ignalled ' Do not scuttle at your 
pe ril, what ship?', to which a request to repeat 
was the reply. Captain Pope ordered a star shell 
fired directly over the vessel and before the 
shell had burst the reply ' I am stopped. 
Yugoslav ship Kissick' was being s ignalled. 

California's engines were put astern and she 
prepared to lower her boat , at thi s time , whether 
by accident (through the other vessels engine 
room being abandoned with the engine not quite 
stopped) or by design the other vessel began to 
forge ahead again. So as to prevent a long pull 
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by hi s own boats Captain Pope ordered the 
California's engines ahead, which took several 
minutes as unlike a warship she was very slow 
in starting and stopping . 

By now it was apparent that the other vessel 
was being abandoned. Capta in Pope ordered the 
searchlight on, another starhell fired and bursts 
of machine gun fire over the other ship and its 
boats and in the water around them in an 
attempt to di scourage the abandonment. It 
merely expedited matters and the lowering of 
one boat was finished in suc h a hurry that one 
end was dropped and it filled with water but did 
not capsize. 

By thi s time it had been di scovered that the 
name ' Ki ss ick ' did not appear in Lloyds register 
but as Captain Pope explained: 

'This was not entirely conclusive as ships seem to 
exist which do not appear therein (and still do in 
1983) and a further mi stake might have been made 
very eas il y by a Yugos lav operator in transmitting 
the first qr second letter, thu preventing the name 
being located . Things had happened so quickly 
that the horrid thought occurred to me that perhaps 
the sudden display of our searchlight and fir ing at 
poi nt blank our HA gun. which seemed to make a 
deafening noi e in the still ness of the night , had 
frightened an innocent neutral into the belief he 
was being fired upon by a German raider . . . It 
would, however, still be hi s fault fo r going 
without lights.'. 

The California 's boat wa now on its way but 
unfortunately it occurred to the Officer in 
Charge that it would be a good idea to chase 
some of the Germans back onboard to help 
undo any damage. The German port boat got 
around the stern of the Klaus-Schoke ahead of 



him and he lost several minutes going to the far 
side of the ship (to no avail), minutes which 
along with the time lost in starting and stopping 
the Cal~fornia would have been invaluable. 

The party which went down into the Engine 
room of the Klaus-Schoke consisted of 
LCDR(E) William S. Meikle RNR, SBLT(E) 
William S. Aitken RNVR, MIDN Edward 
H. Hannaford RNVR, and two seamen. LCDR 
Meikle's report is as follows: 

. After boarding I made for the engine room but 
opened the door to the Boiler room first and could 
see that it was partially flooded to about four feet. 
Could not get down into boiler room , so made for 
engine room and found water flowing over the 
floor plates to about two feet , port side. Proceeded 
down and found sea inlet valve cover off. 
Managed to grapple the cover and lift it up and, 
after many attempts, shipped it into place but 
resting on the studs only . Men were kept standing 
on the valve until we got the pumps started to try 
and reduce the level of the water. By this time the 
roll of the ship was throwing the water to waiste 
depth and the pressure on the valve cover 
overcame the men standing on it, causing it to be 
come unshipped . We attempted to replace it but 
the depth of water beat us in the attempt. Closed 
the water tight door to the after end of the ship to 
prevent flooding aft. Tried to trace whether there 
was a door between boiler room and bunkers but 
could find no signs of a control at bulkhead . The 
pumps did not seem to affect the water level at all. 
The engine room plates were lifted at various 
intervals to act as booby traps . These traps were 
placed at, passage to port side, at inlet valve , at 
boiler room controls and at control platform, and 
were not perceptible under the water. '. 

It was observed that the position of the inlet 
valve cover resting on top of the studs greatly 
reduce the aperture and flow of water while it 
could be held in that position, but it did not stop 
it entirely. It was hoped to reduce the level of 
the water by pumping to enable further efforts 
to be made to ship the cover properly on the 
studs . There was no possibility of shoring it 
down as there was nothing but the high engine 
room overhead and no flat surface, such as 
mattresses, could be brought to bear as the 
valve was below the level of the floor plates. 

While the boarding party were onboard the 
Klaus-Schoke, the California circled in close 
proximity to maintain communications and later 
stopped to pick up 30 reluctant Germans. 
Captain Pope reports: 
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'The German Captain, an elderly man, wa.; an 
example such as I have not seen before of the 
thoroughly chastened, bewildered, shaken and 
frightened Hun . The theme of his discourse in 
good English was to the effect, "We are all sailors 
together, why do you fire at poor innocent sailors 
doing their duty?" I have no doubt that he really 
believed (which after all, was what he was 
intended to believe so far , at least, as the manning 
of the boats was concerned), that we had aimed to 
kill. As regards the HA gun, I fear he could not 
have noticed the really beautiful effect in the sky 
and the splendid way his ship was illuminated by 
the harmless bursts, but the machine gun bullets 
were very considerably c1oser. ' . 

It should be noted that gunfire was used in 
accordance with Admiralty guidelines to try and 
drive the survivors back on board a ship they 
had just scuttled. 

On the 3rd and 4th of December, a thorough 
examination was made of the ship and every 
effort made to prevent leaks from the engine 
room and boiler rooms (the only compartments 
open to the sea) to other parts of the ship . A 
collision mat was also placed over the main 
inlet so far as its position could be judged from 
the deck. It was not expected that this would 
stop the ingress of water as it would not fit flat 
on account of the bilge keel , but it was hoped 
that it would lessen the aperature and assist the 
salvage tug (which had been despatched to take 
Klaus-Schoke in tow) to overcome the inflow 
when she arrived. Various portable but valuable 
items such as chronometer, sextants, electric 
fans and clothing for the Germans were re
moved in case the ship hould sink. 

The final demise of the SS Klaus-Schoke as 
reported by Captain Pope: 

'The ship continued to take water slowly , her 
mean draught on Tuesday (3 December) being 
21 '6" and on Wednesday (4 December) 24'0", 
with a more pronounced trim by the stern . It was 
thought , however, she had a good chance of 
remaining afloat until the salvage tug arrived. The 
weather was calm and favourable, with every 
indication of remaining so , which greatly facili
tated the operations and boatwork, etc. I withdrew 
my party from the ship at nightfall in case of 
accidents . 

Thursday,S December 1940 
At daylight it was seen that the ship was 

perceptibly more down by the stern while the deck 
was nearly awash, The party was sent over to try 
and make the ship more watertight on deck aft and 



to salve further items such as wireless gear, which 
I would have left in the ship had I thought she 
stood a better chance. It was now onl y hoped , 
rather than expected , that she might fl oat long 
enough but it was considered premature to call off 
the ass istance which was on the way. 

At 1732, the ship was seen to sink , go ing down 
slowl y by the stern until she reached a vertical 
pos ition with nearl y one third of her length out of 
water. All authorities concerned were in fo rmed at 
once so that the ass istance on the way might be 
ca lled off.'. 

Captain Pope then wrote a letter to the 
Admiralty li sting all stores salvaged from the 
Klaus-Schoke including one item which read; 

' / Ship 's Bell : - To be retained in the ship as a 
souvenir and , after the war, deli vered to me 
personall y in which case I would propose to 
present it to the Royal Australi an Naval College, 
Flinders Nava l Depot, Victoria, as a souvenir of 
the war and their late Commanding Officer. '. 

Although the Admiralty Pri ze Marshal 
ordered all items salvaged to be delivered to the 
Admiralty, Captain Pope was offered the Bell at 
a nominal fee on the condition it was delivered 
to RANC after the war. 

Compared to other stories of World War 11 it 
may not seem so exc iting (although I think the 
Engine room boarding party may di spute thi s) 
but the fact remains. that somewhere at the 
bottom of the Mid North Atlanti c lies the SS 
Klaus-Schoke and here. 10000 miles away in 
Jervis Bay hangs probably the onl y reminder of 
that action. 

On II Jul y 1943, HMS California then under 
the Command of Captain Smart was proceeding 
to Egypt in company with the Canadian Pac ific 
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liner Duchess of York and others when she was 
destroyed by high level bombing. There was 
considerable loss of life. 

In RANC Magazine No . 47 of December 
1959 the following notation reads: 

'TH E LATE REAR ADMIRAL C.J . POPE, 
C. B.E. 

Rear Admiral Pope was first assoc iated with the 
RANC very earl y in its history, when, as Lieu
tenant Pope, he joined the Staff of the College 
with the second entry of Cadets, earl y in 19 14. 
The outbreak of war, later that year, led to hi s 
appointment as Nav igation Officer of the first 
HMAS Sydney, and he was serving in that ship 
when she caught and destroyed the German crui ser 
Emden in the Cocos Islands, on 9th November. 

Captain Pope renewed hi s connection with the 
College when he became its Commanding Officer 
in June, 1936. He retired from the service in the 
middle or 1939. but the outbreak or war in 
September fo und him aga in in ac ti ve employment , 
and he served with di stinction, first as Captain of 
an armeet merchant ship in the North Atlantic 
1939-4 1; and later as NOIC Darwin and NOIC 
Fremantle. His promotion to Rear Admiral (re
tired) was dated 26th September 1946. 

Admiral Pope will be remembered as a quiet 
and inspiring leader. a man who took a deep and 
sincere interest in the we lrare or all who came 
under hi s command. and as one who. by hi s lire 
and example. revealed hi s complete dedication to 
the service or God and Country. 

He visited RANC for the las t time. for the 
Graduation Ceremony las t year: and he was keenl y 
interested and delighted. in the progress be ing 
made towards the complete re-establi shment or the 
College at Jervis Bay.'. 

Rear Adm iral Pope died in the fi rst week of 
August 1959. 
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