
 

 

Chief of Navy Fellowship 2021 –  

Suggested Research Topics 
 

Research Proposals should address one or more key research areas including, but not limited 

to: 

 

1. The relationship between innovation, progress and advantage is complex, and not 

always intuitive. For example, the wheel is an old technology which has survived industrial 

and technological evolution and revolution. Likewise, paper is an old technology which has 

remained relevant.  

a. In the quest for advantage, how might Defence harness new technology to best 

effect? 

b. How might Defence leverage established technologies in innovative ways? 

c. How should Defence combine new and established technologies to realise 

advantage in the maritime domain? 

d. What is the future of maritime warfare beyond the next decade? 

e. How is Australia vulnerable to disruptive technologies? How might Australia 

counter to the vulnerabilities you identify? 

f. Where, and how do you think the military must innovate? How will established 

technologies and new technologies be integrated to best effect? 

g. Describe the practical effect of new technology at the level of tactics, techniques, 

and procedures. 

h. Discuss best approaches for introducing new technologies into service.  

i. How might the nation best support innovation and experimentation? 

j. How has innovation and experimentation in the military contributed to the wider 

life and prosperity of nations? How might Australia benefit from innovation and 

experimentation in the military? 

 

2. The fact an act can be done, does not justify an act. 

a. What ethical concerns issue from emerging technologies? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3. The globe is confronted by an array of non-traditional security challenges.  

a. What are the most realistic non-traditional security challenges faced by the West? 

In light of the non-traditional security challenges you identify, how should 

Australia prioritise its capabilities?  

b. What traditional security challenges will persist in the coming decades? How 

should Australia deal with persistent threats and emerging non-traditional security 

challenges? 

c. Pragmatism or Alarmism: Analyse the impact of climate change on military 

strategy, planning, and operations. 

d. “Fishing has become an instrument of national power.” Discuss the contemporary 

intersection of non-traditional and traditional security challenge and the potential 

implications an Australian maritime strategy, planning, and operations. 

 

4. Soft Power: Where hard power describes the capacity of a state to coerce, soft power 

describes means by which a state might attract and co-opt allies and partners. The currency of 

soft power is ambiguous and unspecified, but understood in the terms of culture, political 

values, and foreign policy.  

a. Consider the opportunities for Australia to better leverage soft power in the 

construction of grand strategy. 

 

5. The space and cyber domains represent the new frontiers of strategic competition and 

conflict, yet they are insufficiently regulated and presently exist on the boundaries of law. 

a. Consider the responsible use of the space and cyber domains. Consider the 

opportunity for legal regulation, the limits of legal regulation and the difficulty 

which might confront any enforcement regime.  

 

6. The means by which surveillance is conducted have developed dramatically, and now 

push against the boundaries of law and morality.  

a. Examine the responsible limits to state surveillance of citizens / foreign nationals / 

foreign governments / corporations foreign and domestic. 

 

7. Administered by the Australian Antarctic Division -- an agency of the Federal 

Department of the Environment and Energy -- the Australian Antarctic Territory is the globe’s 

largest Antarctic territory claim. However, the Australian claim is recognised only by the 

United Kingdom, New Zealand, France and Norway. 

a. Analyse present strategic competition in the Antarctic and remark upon the likely 

future political importance of the Antarctic and the likely evolution of the strategic 

contest. 

 



 

 

8. Strategy asks us to understand the way we might yoke together and utilise the means 

of national power. 

a. What are the foundational elements of Australia’s national power? How might 

these elements be best connected? 

b. Consider the ways Australian national power might underwrite large Australian 

military movements and operations. 

c. Consider the relationship between Australian military strategy and Australian 

public policy. 

d. Why must Australia engage with ASEAN, and how might Australia best prosecute 

this engagement? 

e. How might the future of Australian strategy be informed by the experience of 

modern conflict? 

f. Where, and why, do the perspectives of strategic theory vary from the practice of 

Australian strategy? 

g. Consider the institutional frameworks which underpin Australian strategy-making. 

How might these frameworks be improved? 

h. Analyse the global strategic competition. How does this competition involve the 

military? 

 

9. The character of war is changing perpetually. 

a. Consider the changing character of war and comment upon the ways in which 

personnel might best be prepared for future conflict. 

 

10. The term global commons is a commonplace describing supranational resource 

domains. The global commons are typically understood to imply the high seas, the atmosphere, 

and outer space. The prosperity of nations depends in complex ways -- and ways which are not 

always fully understood -- upon freedom of navigation upon the global commons. 

 

a. Describe and analyse the challenge of freedom of navigation upon the global 

commons.  

 

b. How might the commons be best regulated? How must the commons be regulated? 

 

11. The military bears significant responsibility for Australia’s response to offshore 

disaster, and for the delivery by Australia of humanitarian aid. 

a. How are these responsibilities likely to evolve and how might the military best 

fulfil future obligations? 

 


